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No Fear (picture)…Is that really a good approach to life? Aren’t there some things we should be afraid of? Or, at least 

have a healthy respect for?  

  Maybe I saw Jaws too many times but I’m afraid of sharks? (picture with Jaws theme). Just to help you enjoy your 

vacation this year, Great Whites  have recently been sighted off of both coasts. When we’re South, my antenna is up for 

alligators (picture) and snakes (picture). Things don’t have to be big or have teeth to cause healthy fear (Picture of 

spider, tick and a wasp). 

  Fear is not necessarily an enemy. Fear is like the fuel gauge on the car. Knowing you’re low on gas is a good thing. It’d 

be dumb to get annoyed with it and yank it out of your dash. So not every fear is irrational. Fear can be a powerful ally. 

It has the power to help you focus on what’s important, prepare you for upcoming challenges and to be cautious in 

certain situations. Fear is helpful, if you fear the right things. That’s Jesus’ point in Luke 12. Five times He uses the word 

“fear” or warns to “beware” and not be “anxious.” Please turn to Luke 12:1-12 (p. 871).  

  What do you fear as a Christian? Are there things about being a disciple of Jesus that cause you anxiety? There should 

be. Sometimes we’re in grave spiritual danger and don’t know it. Our words and deeds are significant in light of eternity. 

Jesus’ warnings are directed primarily toward His disciples and those who’ve professed allegiance to Him. We’d be 

foolish to shrug them off as if they only applied to unbelievers. 

  In these 12 verses Jesus gives some serious warnings and some wonderful encouragements – things to fear and things 

that bring comfort. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. We need a healthy fear of hypocrisy and its exposure.  “In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people 

had gathered together that they were trampling one another, He began to say to His disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven 

of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” If you think about it, this is an odd statement, Beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees. Is this some type of 1st century boycott? Don’t buy Pharisee Yeast! What’s so threatening about yeast? Is it 

deadly like a peanut allergy?  

  Throughout Scripture yeast or leaven is a symbol of evil. During Passover, observant Jews refrain from eating leaven. 

This tradition comes from God’s commandment to Israel in the Torah, “For seven days no leaven shall be found in your 

houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether 

he is a stranger or a native of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened 

bread” (Ex. 12:19-20). As they prepare for Passover, each family removes all the yeast from their home. Then, during a 

ceremony called Bedikat chametz, every household conducts a final search for leaven, gathers it together and burns it, 

after which the home is kosher for Passover. 

  Paul uses this practice as the background to his discussion in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, “Your glorying is not good. Do you 

not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, 

since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast, 

not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

At that time the believing community in Corinth was tolerant of gross immorality. Paul compares sin to leaven, urging 

that church to clean out the sin in their midst in the same way the Jewish community removes leaven from their homes 

during Passover. As leaven permeates an entire lump of dough, sinful behavior affects the entire life of an individual and 

congregation. If the congregation at Corinth failed to deal with the wicked behavior in their midst, it would defile the 

whole community. 

  Sin, like yeast, has a powerful influence. We can’t compartmentalize our lives and isolate sin to a particular area so it 

doesn’t affect the other areas of our lives. God created us as holistic people. We deceive ourselves when we think small 

sins won’t affect other areas of our soul. Even small sins permeate and corrode our entire being.  

  Paul describes people with leaven as depraved, whereas those with pure motives and upright in character have no 

leaven. The “unleavened” person doesn’t have a hidden or secret life. If we’re serious about honoring God and having a 

healthy spiritual life, we can’t tolerate secret sins. We must remove known sin from our lives, so we’re kosher in our 

walk with Christ.  

  The sin Jesus specifically addresses in Luke 12 is hypocrisy. We tend to talk, we tend to portray ourselves better than 

we practice. We like to think we’re kinder, more loving, and even more generous than we really are. Or, we do “spiritual 

behaviors” as an outward show.  

  Hypocrisy means engaging in pretense. It’s conscious insincerity. It’s a moral deficiency and so easy to do. It’s like the 

guy who acted horrible all the way to church every week but in church acted wonderful. One week his wife had had it so 



she said, “Today why don’t we switch things up. Why don’t you act like an angel with us, and be a devil in the church 

service.”  

  Eventually, it all comes out. “Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be 

known. Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private 

rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops’.” These are powerful contrasts: hidden and revealed, light and dark, 

whispers and public announcements. No one gets away with anything. Some trusted person is caught embezzling. A 

respected spiritual leader has a secret sin. It all comes out. It always does. Remember Breach (picture) the movie based 

on the life of Robert Hanssen (picture). Hanssen was an FBI agent convicted of spying for Russia for more than two 

decades. It all came out.  

  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (picture) of Sherlock Holmes fame used to playfully tell a bogus tale about how he sent a 

telegram to twelve friends, all men known to be of great virtue, reputation and considerable position in society. The 

message simply said: “Fly at once, all is discovered.” Within 24 hours, all twelve had fled the country! Most of us 

would have an uneasy feeling if someone told us that we were being watched 24/7 and the video will be showing later 

this week.    

  Because we do not live in close community as the early church did, it’s tempting to put up a false front that’s not real. 

Often we’re self-deluded. Hypocrisy focuses on the external, neglecting the heart. A wrong focus leads to a wrong heart, 

a wrong heart leads to wrong actions. Wrong actions lead to a wrong Gospel. A wrong Gospel leads to a wrong eternity.  

  What’s your secret? When will it be exposed? If we don’t confess and repent of our sins, including the ones no else 

knows about, we’ll live in fear of being discovered. And we already have been discovered. Because God is omniscient, 

He knows everything. The only hope, the only way to be unafraid and unashamed is to come clean with God, trusting 

Him to forgive our sins through Jesus Christ as He’s promised. Proverbs 28:13 says, “Whoever conceals his 

transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.”  

 

2. We need a healthy fear of God’s judgement. “I tell you, My friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after 

that have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear Him who, after he has killed, has 

authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear Him!”  

  Jesus is showing the lunacy of fearing man and his judgement, rather fearing God and His judgement. We saw a tragic 

example of that last week. Steve Stephens (picture) posted a video on Facebook of his random killing of Robert Godwin 

(picture) a self-taught mechanic, father of 10 and grandfather of 14. He shot Godwin, 74, while he was walking home 

from an Easter meal with his children. Stephens later posted the video of the elderly man's death on Facebook. Two days 

later Steve Stephens, killed himself in Pennsylvania after a police chase. Apparently, he didn’t want to face the 

judgement of man, now he faces the judgement of God. Steve Stephens feared the wrong court…that’s Jesus’ point.  

  A proper fear of God frees us from improper fear of man. But a fear of God is out of fashion today. We prefer to stress 

the love of God, yet we need both. This fear of God is a reverence or healthy respect. This kind of fear is continually 

regarded in the Bible as a necessary ingredient for godly living. 

  A fear of God is desperately needed in today’s church. Wise King Solomon began his book of Proverbs with “The fear 

of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). Our churches are filled with those who live as foolishly as 

Hell bound pagans because there’s no fear of God.  

  When we fear God, we won’t fear man. When the great Scottish reformer John Knox’s (picture) body was lowered in 

the grave, it was declared: “Here lies one who feared God so much that he never feared the face of man.”  

  How we need this wholesome fear that Jesus commended to His disciples. We need a bit of Moses’ fear when he 

trembled before the burning bush and swiftly removed his sandals, hiding his face because he knew he was standing on 

holy ground. Do you think it would change our often lackadaisical attitude when we come to worship together to realize 

that we are in a sacred space? Not the building, but because we’re here to worship.  

  We need a bit Isaiah’s fear who cried out, “Woe is me!...for I am a man of unclean lips…my eyes have seen the King, 

the Lord of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5). Our God is not user friendly, but the fear of the Lord is freeing as it was for Knox, 

Moses and Isaiah. It frees us from the fear of man and urges us to run to the Cross for shelter. Because the twelve feared 

God and not man, they laid down their lives in martyrdom for King Jesus.  

  Scripture never teaches Prosperity Theology…just follow Jesus and all your problems are solved. No, quite the 

opposite. Follow Jesus and it may cost your life. People aren’t going to like you if you follow Jesus. You’ll probably 

suffer. It certainly costs you control. The Christian life is a surrendered life, but the rewards are out of this world. For the 

believer death is not a destination, it’s a transition. We will be more alive than we’ve ever been.  

  Most Christians are afraid of the wrong things. We’re afraid to take a moral stand at work or in our community because 

it might cost us a promotion or friends. Students are afraid to stand for biblical truth because it might cost them a grade. 

We’re afraid to challenge our friends or family that they might be going the wrong spiritual direction because they might 



not invite us to the next party. Jesus said we should not even fear those who can put us to death. There is only one right 

and proper fear, the fear of God.  

  Our text is one of many places where Jesus speaks frankly about Hell. Some say that we shouldn’t talk about Hell 

because it’s out of style. People don’t want to come to church and hear about Hell. But wouldn’t we rather talk about 

Hell now rather than have someone go to Hell because we never warned them? I wish cancer wasn’t real but it is. I wish 

Hell wasn’t real but it is. There are many who go to church but don’t believe in Hell...Jesus did. He talked more about 

Hell than any other subject. Since September 11th billions of dollars have been spent in America to make sure that 

terrorists can’t kill our bodies. Shouldn’t we be willing to walk across the street to make sure that someone does not face 

the eternal death of their soul?  

  The word “hell” is the Greek word Gehenna. It comes from the Hebrew for the Valley of Hinnom. That’s where 

idolatrous Jews sacrificed their children in the fire to the pagan god, Molech. Later it became a garbage dump and a 

place where criminals’ bodies were thrown to be burned. The smoke rose perpetually as the garbage slowly burned. The 

name eventually came to be used as a description of the place of eternal torment, “where the fire is not quenched” (Mark 

9:48).  

  You can’t believe in Jesus and deny hell, since Jesus spoke so clearly about it. If you say, “I don’t believe in a God 

who’d send someone to hell,” keep in mind that you’re believing or not believing has nothing to do with whether such a 

God exists! Whether you believe in Him or not, God has revealed Himself to us through His Son, Jesus. If you reject 

Jesus and His teaching about hell, you run the great risk that what He has said was true. If it’s true, you’ll be in big 

trouble on judgment day! 

  Jesus died so we didn’t have to face Hell. How dare we not share that there is an escape? No one has to go to Hell! 

Jesus paid it all. He loves us. To fear God is to recognize Him as the ultimate authority and judge, and so to put His will 

first. That fear is carefully balanced out in verses 6-7 by trust in God’s wonderful care for His people… 

 

3. We never have to fear that God will forget us. “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is 

forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many 

sparrows.”  

  Long before the $1 menu at McDonald’s, poor people ate Spam (picture).  Five sparrows was a meal for the very poor 

or pets for the very rich. They were so insignificant, you could buy two for a penny, for two pennies, they’d throw in a 

5th one. Maybe your first pet was a goldfish. This was in that same category. It was trivial and that’s how we often feel. 

No one thinks twice about a sparrow BUT God – God does. We’re not insignificant with God. The fear of the Lord is a 

secure fear. God never forgets His own. With 7 billion people on this world, God knows my name and knows your name.  

  Ethel Waters (picture) used to sing at Billy Graham Crusades, “His eye is on the Sparrow and I know He watches me!” 

Sparrows are such plentiful, tiny, insignificant creatures. One can be born, fly and die without anyone ever noticing. We 

may not notice it, but God notices every time a tiny sparrow falls dead to the ground. That’s how much God cares.  

  Not only are you more valuable than a sparrow, He’s interested in every area of life. You may wonder how the Creator 

of the universe has time to think about you. God isn’t bound by time. A day is like a thousand years and a second is the 

same as a century with Him. God can run the universe, while at the same time watching over a sparrow or listening to 

your prayer or thinking about you as if you were the only creature in His creation. It’s why you don’t have to be afraid, 

God knows you. He knows your fears and your needs. He knows you better than you know yourself, yet He still loves 

you!  

  We live in a world where we find our worth in what we own, how we look or dress or drive. Your net worth does not 

determine your worth with God. Did you hear that? Your net worth does not determine your worth with God. If you’re 

not careful, you’re going to get up tomorrow morning, step on a scale, and feel bad about yourself because of what that 

scale says. When you lose your job you’re going to feel bad because you just lost your job. When you make a lot of 

money you may feel good about yourself but when you lose a lot of money you’re going to feel bad about yourself. But 

Jesus says don’t fall into that trap because that’s not our value.  

  How valuable are you to God? The single greatest picture of this is the Cross. You’re so valuable to God that He sent 

His Son to die for you. He’d rather die for you, then live without you. Do you want to know how much you mean to 

God? He gave His Son to purchase you back from your sins. That’s your value to God. Please don’t fall into the trap of 

defining your worth by your net worth because you’re measuring yourself way too low.  

  Then, Jesus says God has numbered all the hairs of our head. Blondes have an average of 150,000 hairs, the average 

redhead has 90,000. Those with black or brown hair average 100,000. In my case, God is good at subtraction! 

  It means the tiny details of our lives are under the tender care of our heavenly Father. It’s not that we should esteem 

ourselves more highly than we do. Rather, we should esteem God more highly because of His fatherly care for us. Jesus 



wants us to feel assured in His loving care. Nothing can happen and no one can lay a finger on us apart from the Father’s 

permission.  

 

4. We need a healthy fear of denying the Lord.  “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges Me before men, the Son 

of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, but the one who denies Me before men will be denied before the 

angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.”  

  It’s vital that each of us acknowledges Jesus before others. Some people say, “My religion is a private thing, I don’t 

have to show it off to anyone.” But that’s not what Jesus said. If you aren’t willing to confess Jesus before others, you 

have some other kind of religion. From the time of those first Christians, 2,000 years ago, the way of publicly confessing 

your faith is through believers’ baptism. That’s why baptism is a public event rather than some private ritual. It lets you 

show the world that you’re a follower of Jesus.  

  It’s a very serious thing to deny Jesus. Some will come right out and deny Him as Peter did. Some deny Him by their 

silence. How sad the average Christian will go their entire lifetime and never share their faith. This is a solemn warning. 

Jesus says, “If you’re not willing to speak about me here, I’m not willing to speak about you to My Father in Heaven.”  

  A true confession of Jesus will result in a complete transformation. It’s the result of salvation and regeneration. Those 

who make such a life change will invariably openly confess it with their words and changed lives. 

  The Holy Spirit will convict you, draw you to Jesus, and lead you to confess your faith, but He won’t force you to do 

that. God is too much of a gentleman to barge into your life. But if you refuse Him, you must face the consequences. 

Jesus says (vs. 10) the consequences can be severe. He speaks of an unforgivable sin.  

  There’s a lot of confusion about what the unforgivable sin is. Many Christians live in despair because they fear they’ve 

committed this unpardonable sin. Jesus said it’s “blasphemy” against the Holy Spirit. “Blasphemy” simply means to 

“speak against.” Socrates was sentenced to die for “blasphemy” against the State. So to blaspheme the Holy Spirit means 

to speak against what He’s saying to you.  

  Let me make it very simple: The unpardonable sin is saying “No” to the Holy Spirit. It’s saying “no” when the Spirit 

tells you you’re sinner. It’s saying, “cut it out” when the Spirit draws you to Jesus. So a Christian can’t commit this sin. 

It’s saying “NO” so many times to the Holy Spirit, you no longer hear or respond to His voice.  

  Have you ever noticed how easy it is for a child to trust Jesus? But the older you get, the more hard-hearted you 

become. The voice of the Spirit is still speaking, but it’s as if you don’t hear Him anymore. That’s the unforgivable sin. 

The reason it’s unforgivable is because the person in that condition will not ask the Lord to forgive them and save them.  

  The warning is, if the Spirit of God is tugging on your heart, don’t resist Him! If He’s drawing you toward Jesus, but 

the lure of sin is drawing you the other direction, yield to Jesus! Otherwise, you may cross the line and your time of 

opportunity will be lost forever! 

 

5. We never have to fear that God will fail to provide for us. “And when they bring you before the synagogues 

and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, for 

the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” Having given these chilling warnings about 

blasphemy of the Spirit, Jesus wanted His followers to embrace the great positive that the Holy Spirit is the believer’s 

Helper. Jesus is not encouraging indolence or a lack of preparation on the part of preachers or teachers of the Word. 

What we have here is the promise of divine provision for persecuted and embattled servants of God who find themselves 

in high pressure situations.   

  We find an example of this in Acts 4. The disciples were put on trial before the Jewish leaders, “Then Peter, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, said to them…” (4:8). He was filled with the Spirit and the Spirit gave Peter exactly what to say. When 

we face situations we can’t prepare for, the Spirit’s astounding grace will sustain us. This is true any time we’re under 

fire for our testimony. If we’ve been living for Christ and walking in the Spirit, we can rely on the Spirit to give us the 

wisdom we need to respond in the moment of pressure.   

  April 20, 1999. High schoolers in Colorado got up in the morning, went to school, expecting it to be just another day. 

But that day, two crazed teenagers with automatic weapons went into the school in Columbine and began shooting 

people. At some point, one of them said to Cassie Bernall (picture), “Do you believe in God?” and Cassie said, “Yes,” 

and they shot her down. You and I never know when we may be called to give a testimony, but the Lord will give us the 

word, even if it's just “Yes.”  

  Some day someone may say to you, “Are you a Christian?” And the only word you may say is, “Yes.”  “Yes,” may be 

the only word of testimony you give. It may be the only testimony that needs to be given, but the Holy Spirit will equip 

you and give you the word that needs to be said. 

 



Conclusion: There’s a beautiful Trinitarian advocacy in these 12 verses. God the Father will never forget you. You’re 

worth far more than a sparrow. God the Son will advocate for you and acknowledge you before the angels of God. And 

God the Spirit is with you, teaching you and directing you.  

  We all struggle with fear. Fear is real. It can make us hypocrites and the last thing this world needs is more hypocrites. 

There is one form of hypocrisy which is the most dangerous of all. It’s not committed by a disciple, but by one who acts 

(and perhaps think of themselves) as a true Christian, but isn’t. This hypocrisy is damnable! When people stand before 

the Great White Throne of judgment, all false professions of faith will be exposed as hypocritical. Those who’ve falsely 

claimed to be one of God’s children will be condemned to outer darkness and eternal damnation. It may be that neither 

your works nor your profession have any indication of the eternal life which God has offered in His Son, Jesus Christ. If 

the Spirit of God has witnessed to the truth of this possibility deep within your spirit, come to Him today. Acknowledge 

your sin and accept Christ’s death on your behalf. Set the hypocrisy which leads men to hell aside, once and for all. 

  This world needs sincere courageous believers. Will you be one? There’s a magnificent story in Marie Chapian’s 

book Of Whom the World Was Not Worthy (picture). The book told of the sufferings of the true church in Yugoslavia 

where so much wrong was perpetrated by the politicized ecclesiastical hierarchy. That which went on in the name of 

Christ for the enriching and empowering of corrupt church officials was a terrible affront to decency.  

  One day an evangelist by the name of Jakov arrived in a certain village. He commiserated with an elderly man named 

Cimmerman on the tragedies he’d experienced and talked to him of the love of Christ.  

  But Cimmerman abruptly interrupted Jakov and told him that he wished to have nothing to do with Christianity. He 

reminded Jakov of the dreadful history of the church in his town, a history replete with plundering, exploiting, and even 

with killing innocent people. “My own nephew was killed by them,” he said and angrily rebuffed any effort on Jakov’s 

part to talk about Christ. “They wear those elaborate coats and caps and crosses,” he said, “signifying a heavenly 

commission, but their evil designs and lives I cannot ignore.”  

  Jakov, looking for an occasion to get Cimmerman to change his line of thinking, said, “Cimmerman, can I ask you a 

question? Suppose I were to steal your coat, put it on, and break into a bank. Suppose further that the police sighted me 

running in the distance but could not catch up with me. One clue, however, put them onto your track; they recognized 

your coat. What would you say to them if they came to your house and accused you of breaking into the bank?” 

  “I would deny it,” said Cimmerman. 

  “‘Ah, but we saw your coat,’ they would say,” retorted Jakov. This analogy quite annoyed Cimmerman, who then 

ordered Jakov to leave his home. 

  Jakov continued to return to the village periodically just to befriend Cimmerman, encourage him, and share the love of 

Christ, with him.  

  Finally one day Cimmerman asked, “How does one become a Christian?” and Jakov taught him the simple steps of 

repentance for sin and of trust in the work of Jesus Christ and gently pointed him to the Shepherd of his soul.  

  Cimmerman bent his knee on the soil with his head bowed and surrendered his life to Christ. As he rose to his feet, 

wiping his tears, he embraced Jakov and said, “Thank you for being in my life.” And then he pointed to the heavens and 

whispered, “You wear His coat very well.”  

  How about you? How are you wearing His coat?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


