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His name was Shah-Jahan. He was emperor of what is now India and he was in great grief. He’d lost the love of his wife. 

His wife had died and he was devastated by his loss. And so Shah-Jahan decided to honor her in a most singular way. He 

would construct an incredible temple, the likes of which the world had never seen. The temple would serve as her tomb 

and be a dramatic symbol of his love for her. 

  Her coffin was placed in the center of a large parcel of land and then construction began around it. No expense would 

be spared. But as the weeks turned into months, the Shah’s grief was eclipsed by his passion for the building project. He 

no longer missed her. In fact, he hardly thought of her at all. He no longer mourned her absence but was now totally 

consumed with the details of the building project. It was all he thought about.  

  Then, one day while hurriedly walking from one side of the construction site to the other, he accidentally bumped his 

leg against a wooden box. The Shah was irritated. Impatiently, he brushed the dust off his leg and ordered the workers to 

throw the box out…immediately. What was that box doing there anyway? “Get it out,” he cried. But that box held the 

remains of his beloved wife. It was only later with great sadness that the Emperor discovered his error. His magnificent 

temple still stands. It’s what we know as the Taj Mahal (picture).  

  It’s easy to lose your purpose, to become distracted and forget what you’re purpose was. Today we’re beginning a new 

sermon series: Hardwired for Eternity. It’s also Groundbreaking Sunday for our new building. I considered holding off 

on starting this series but then I realized, what better message for our groundbreaking than to focus on our purpose. 

We’re not just building a building, we’re investing in eternity.  

  There’s a wonderful parallel for what we’re doing found in Hebrews 11:10 (p. 1008). Abraham “was looking forward 

to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” The city with foundations stands in contrast with 

life in a tent where Abraham had lived most of us his life, a home with no foundation.  

  Because God is both the architect and builder of this city, the foundations are solid and secure. It refers to the city 

above, the heavenly Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22), the eternal dwelling place of all of God’s saints (Rev. 21).  

  The author of Hebrews is saying that when Abraham went out from his father’s country to the Promised Land, he 

wasn’t just counting on God’s promise for that piece of real estate, he was looking beyond it to the promise of heaven. 

Abraham viewed himself as a sojourner in the land of Canaan. His focus was on heaven, and so should ours be as well. 

  As we build this new building, if we focus on it alone, we’ve abandoned our purpose – this new building isn’t about a 

new church. Like Abraham, we are  Building for Eternity. As we take this next step, in Scripture there are many lessons 

for us, lessons to help us keep our focus on eternity, on the purpose.  

  A few verses down in Hebrews 11, verse 30, we find another major endeavor by faith, not the building of a building but 

the building of a nation. “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.” This 

morning we want to take a brief flight over the book of Joshua and land on some lessons for us. If you’re taking notes… 

 

Lesson #1: God wants us to live victoriously. The account of the walls of Jericho falling down, recorded in Joshua 6 

vividly demonstrates the miraculous power of God. The nation of Israel had just crossed over the Jordan River into the 

land of Canaan. It’s the land of milk and honey God had promised to Abraham 500 years before. After spending forty 

difficult years wandering in the desert of Sinai, the people of Israel were now in the Promised Land. Their challenge: 

claim the land God had promised them.  

  However, their first obstacle was Jericho, an well-fortified, walled city. Excavations reveal that its fortifications 

featured a stone wall 11 feet high and 14 feet wide. With spears and swords, it was virtually impregnable. 

  In ancient warfare such cities were either taken by assault or surrounded, with the inhabitants starved into submission. It 

could take months and the attacking force usually suffered heavy losses.  

  But God had a different strategy. Humanly speaking it was a crazy plan. God simply told Joshua to have the people 

march silently around Jericho for six days, and then, after seven circuits on the seventh day, to shout. Though it seemed 

foolish, Joshua followed God’s instructions to the letter. When the people did finally shout, the massive walls collapsed 

instantly, and Israel won an easy victory. This teaches us that… 

  a. We must have faith. It was when God’s people, by faith, followed the commands of God, the walls fell down. While 

God’s strategy seems odd to us, like Joshua, we still have requirements when it comes to God’s plans. God wants us to 

trust Him, take Him at His Word, trust His promises.  

  Israel walked around Jericho thirteen times in faith before the walls came down. What faith it must have taken! Even 

their shout is the shout of faith. Nothing happened, not even a crack in the foundation until thirteen circular trips around 

the city, the blowing of the trumpets and the great shout. To grow in faith, we must accept new challenges and trust God. 



  b. We must learn to wait. Most of us hate waiting. Part of God=s plan is often after faith and obedience, we must wait. 

God could have caused the walls to fall down if they’d never walked around them. He could have just as easily brought 

them down on the first or second day as the seventh.  

  They’d already waited 40 years to enter the Promised Land, now they waited another seven days. In 2005 we purchased 

ten acres. It was a big step of faith. Before that there was a lot of prayer and work. We’ve been waiting a long time for 

today. Waiting is part of God=s strategy for spiritual growth. One Puritan said, “Grace grows better in winter.” Waiting 

deepens our faith.  

 

Lesson #2: Victories are too easily lost. We’ve all seen this. Most of us are more familiar with losing than we are 

winning. That’s because… 

  a. Victories are easily lost by presumption and pride. A championship team is taken out by a terrible team. That’s what 

happens next to Israel. They’ve just had this huge victory over Jericho. There’s another little town, Ai (Joshua 7), they 

need to deal with. It’s so small General Joshua sends out a small task force to deal with them.  

  It’s an easy mistake to make. They’d won the big battle. Ai was little more than a mop up operation, or so they thought. 

We’re often the most vulnerable for defeat, for succumbing to presumption and pride, after a big victory.  

  Joshua forgot this was a holy war and God was the true commander in chief, and he makes a very human mistake. We 

all do that. We bring the big stuff to God, but think we can handle the small stuff. We can’t.  

  Joshua=s blunder reminds us of our need for complete dependence on the Lord, for the big and small stuff. We need 

Him every hour, every minute! 

  We’re most vulnerable for a defeat after a success. Pride is so tempting. We easily succumb to overconfidence. 

Yesterday=s victories don’t guarantee today’s. “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”  

  b. Victories are easily lost to materialism and disobedience. But Joshua’s presumption wasn’t the only thing going on. 

They had one man, Achan (Joshua 7:1), who hadn’t followed orders when they’d taken out Jericho.  

  All of the spoil was to be dedicated to God. It’s a principle found throughout the Bible, the principle of first fruits. God 

wants to be first. Later God would give them all the spoil from their battles, but not the first one.  

  But Achan came across some gold and nice clothes, and he disobeyed. He took it for himself and hid it in his tent. 

Because of his sin, his materialism and covetousness, the whole nation suffered. A commonly accepted lie about sin is 

that “it’s okay if I sin if the only one I hurt is myself.”@ Because there was sin in the camp, God let Ai defeat them. 36 

families lost a husband, a father or a son because of Achan=s sin. 36 families conducted a funeral. Jericho was a stronger 

city but no one died. 36 men died because of sin. Sin is always horribly costly.  

  We tend to think materialism is a little sin, but it’s not. Have you ever been eating out and noticed a hair in your salad? 

Did you go ahead and finish it? After all, it’s just one hair. The small part contaminated the whole. 

  The issue is not how about money or things, or how much money you have. It’s about how much money has you. Our 

culture believes three lies that will hurt our church. Lie #1: Having more things equals more happiness. Lie #2: Having 

more things equals more importance. Like #3: Having more things equals more security. Happiness, importance, 

security. Money and materialism can do lots of things but it can’t buy happiness, it can’t make you more important, and 

it can’t guarantee you security.  

  You and I must fight materialism and a love for money. The happiest people on earth are those who’ve learned the joy 

of generous living. They give and give. They give their time, their money, their advice, their talents and their 

commitment. They’re not content to be spectators while life rushes by. They get off the bench and get into the game.  

  Maxey Jarman (picture) was a wealthy Christian businessman who during his lifetime gave away millions of dollars to 

Christian causes around the world. At one point he suffered an enormous financial reversal and lost everything. A friend 

asked him if he regretted having given so much away. “Oh no,” he replied, “I only lost what I kept for myself.” What we 

keep, we lose because we won’t live forever. What we give away, we keep because the benefits of giving last for 

eternity. 

  c. Victories are easily lost by pragmatism and prayerlessness. We’re continually tempted to replace prayer with 

common sense and pragmatism. The problem with pragmatism is that it works. But God had instructed the Israelites not 

to make any treaties with other people groups. But this one group, the Gibeonites (Joshua 9), came and said they were 

from a far country. They’d disguised themselves, put on old clothes, had moldy bread in their provisions and pulled a 

fast one on Joshua. He bought the ruse and made a treaty with them.  

  Prayerlessness is the greatest weakness in the church today. Like Joshua, we rely on our experience, common sense and 

abilities. Do you habitually start your day in the Word and ask God for wisdom? If not, what makes you think that 

anything you’re doing that day is His will? When you have decisions, do you ask for His guidance? His empowerment? 

We need to guard against making decisions in our life without first seeking and submitting to God=s guidance and will.  



  It’s easy when faced with having to make a decision to do what Joshua did, to make a hasty one based solely on our 

own reasoning, as sensible as that reasoning may appear at the time. We all have continual decisions to make about our 

career, relationships, spiritual needs, finances, whatever. To make hasty decisions based solely upon what we think is 

right in the situation, without ever taking time to refer the matter to God in prayer or seek His guidance, may help us 

make logical decisions but they may not be spiritual ones. Worse, they may be contrary to God’s will for us, but we 

don=t know that because we neglected to pray. Our church must be a church dependent on God that knows how to pray. 

  d. Victories are easily lost by complacency. God had given them the entire land, but chapters 13-17 tell us that they 

settled for a small percentage. They became complacent. They quit before they were finished. As God had given them 

victory after victory, He’d emphatically promised to drive the Canaanites out before them. But they don=t claim His 

promises and fail to finish the job. Failure to take God at His Word is as silly as having a check from Bill Gates for a 

million dollars and never cashing it. It’s easy to settle spiritually. It’s very tempting for a church to become complacent.  

  We must keep pressing on. We must live up to our potential for Jesus. We must possess the spiritual territory that God 

has for us. We want to fully experience and claim His promises and blessings in this life. It’s easy to start well, God 

wants us to end well! 

 

Lesson #3: God wants us to end in victory. As Joshua is one of the well-known heroes of the Old Testament, right 

beside him is Caleb. Caleb is mentioned in Joshua 14. He’s now eighty years old and he’s still faithful.  

  The name Caleb literally means dog. Dogs in ancient times weren’t pets or man’s best friend like today. They were 

fierce and mean. Picture “meaner than a junkyard dog.” Caleb was a fierce, courageous and aggressive competitor. He 

had character qualities, even at eighty-five, that brought God=s blessing upon his life.  

  Caleb=s faith was demonstrated in these traits. He wasn’t ready to retire at eighty-five. He still longed for new horizons 

and new battles. He didn’t look for the easy task, but asked for a new challenge. The territory he requests was one of the 

tougher ones. There were giants living there.  

  Caleb claimed God’s promises, “just as the LORD promised” (14:10.) God said it and Caleb believed it. God said that 

He’d give Caleb this chunk of land, so Caleb cashes in God=s check. Caleb didn’t let what he saw or feel keep him from 

God=s promises. He’s now an old man. There were giants on his turf, but he claims the land through the eyes of faith.  

  Five times Caleb hammers his point home; his request is for nothing but what God had promised him. Caleb points out 

how God had already kept His promise. God promised to keep him alive to enter the land and He did. As we remember 

how God has kept His promises in the past, it shores up our faith to trust Him to continue to keep His promises in the 

present and future.  

  Caleb had vision, 14:11-12. The Anakites were giants, their cities large and fortified. It was a great place to live accept 

for the giants. It was probably one of the nicest pieces of property in Israel. Giants usually live in nice places. Giants take 

it and run everyone else out. The odds were not in this old warrior=s favor. But Caleb didn’t see giants, he saw God. 

What do you see? Do you see the problems or do you see the power of God? Is there a giant in your life? Is it fear? 

Anger? An addiction? A financial problem?  

  Our church is going to face giants? Are we willing to claim the victory over giants by God=s power, trusting in His 

promises found in His Word? 

  Caleb inspired others, 15:13-17. Not only does Caleb drive out these giants, he’s so intent that the land be conquered, 

he offers the treasure of his life, his own daughter in marriage, to anyone who takes another city.  Obviously, this is not 

how we give away our daughters today. Though there was some discernment on Caleb=s part. His daughter wouldn’t 

marry some slacker this way, but a man of courage and character. Othniel later became a judge in Israel and saved the 

nation from a cruel oppressive king (Judges 3).  

  Not only did Caleb conquer his giants, he inspired the next generation to wholeheartedly follow the Lord and conquer 

theirs. Are we inspiring the next generation? Are we encouraging others to follow the Lord? It’s so sad when older saints 

are discouragers, rather than encouragers. When they cause others to expire, rather than inspire. 

 

Conclusion: Today is a big milestone for our church. May it be the first of many. As generations of people have used 

our current building, new generations will use our new one long after you and I are gone. I believe scores of people will 

come to Jesus in that place because of the kinds of things it will make possible. Children and adults will hear the Gospel 

there. People who wouldn’t hear it otherwise.  

  I’m charged up. Are you? This is so exciting! With that in mind I want to challenge us all to keep on keeping on, to 

continue to give of our time and money, to push forward and get this building done and paid for.  

  I also encourage you to find ways to personally be involved in the ministry, in new areas to build Gospel bridges that 

it’s going to open us for us once it’s completed. I challenge all of us to do all this, because I sincerely believe these are 



ways for us each to have an impact in eternity, to outlive our short lives here. In his book, Outlive Your Life (picture), 

Max Lucado writes:  

  Unfavorable winds once blew a ship off course, and when they did, the sailors spotted uncharted islands. They saw half 

a dozen mounds rising out of the blue South Seas waters. The captain orders the men to drop anchor and goes ashore. 

He is a robust man with a barrel chest, full beard, and curious soul. On the first island he sees nothing but sadness. 

Underfed children. Tribes in conflict. No farming or food development, no treatment for the sick, and no schools. Just 

simple, needy people. The second and following islands reveal more of the same. The captain sighs at what he sees. 

“This is no life for these people.” But what can he do?  

  Then he steps onto the last and largest island. The people are healthy and well fed. Irrigation systems nourish their 

fields, and roads connect the villages. The children have bright eyes and strong bodies. The captain ask the chief for an 

explanation. “How has this island moved so far ahead of the others?” The chief, who is smaller than the captain but 

every bit his equal in confidence, gives a quick response: “Father Benjamin. He educated us in everything from 

agriculture to health. He built schools and clinics and dug wells.” The captain asks, “Can you take me to see him?” The 

chief nods and signals for two tribesmen to join him. They guide the captain over a jungle ridge to a simple, expansive 

medical clinic. It is equipped with clean beds and staffed with trained caretakers. They show the captain the shelves of 

medicine and introduce him to the staff. The captain, though impressed, sees nothing of Father Benjamin. He repeats his 

request. “I would like to see Father Benjamin. Can you take me to where he lives?” The three natives look puzzled. They 

confer among themselves. After several minutes the chief invites, “Follow us to the other side of the island.” 

  They walk along the shoreline until they reach a series of fish ponds. Canals connect the ponds to the ocean. As the tide 

rises, fish pass from the ocean into the ponds. The islanders then lower canal gates and trap the fish for harvest. Again 

the captain is amazed. He meets fishermen and workers, gatekeepers and net casters. But he sees nothing of Father 

Benjamin. He wonders if he is making himself clear. “I don’t see Father Benjamin. Please take me to where he lives.”  

  The trio talks alone again. After some discussion the chief offers, “Let’s go up the mountain.” They lead the captain up 

a steep, narrow path. After many twists and turns the path deposits them in front of a grass-roofed chapel. The voice of 

the chief is soft and earnest. “He has taught us about God.” He escorts the captain inside and shows him the altar, a 

large wooden cross, several rows of benches, and a Bible. “Is this where Father Benjamin lives?” the captain asks. 

  The men nod and smile. “May I talk to him?” Their faces grow suddenly serious. “Oh, that would be impossible.” 

“Why?” “He died many years ago.” The bewildered captain stares at the men. “I asked to see him, and you showed me 

a clinic, some fish farms, and this chapel. You said nothing of his death.”  

  “You didn’t ask about his death,” the chief explains. “You asked to see where he lives. We showed you.” 

  With this story in mind let me ask, “If you were to stop living today where would people say you lived? What do you 

do that has eternal significance? What will live on after you die?”  

  I have a passion for our new building. I believe the things we will do in it will have eternal repercussions. I believe it 

will enable us to outlive our lives.  

  Our groundbreaking is not about today. It’s about tomorrow. It’s about eternity. By God’s grace we are Building for 

Eternity.  
 


