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How’s your eyesight? How well do you see? About a week ago, late in the afternoon, Jane and I had plans to work on 

some projects when I received a frantic call from a librarian at the Burlington Library. “Could I call a lady who was very 

worked up that her neighbor put several boxes of books on the street and it was going to rain?” As President of our local 

Friends of the Library, I’m often the “Go To” person when someone is donating books.  

  I called this elderly woman, got the details and address. She was very perturbed that when her friend’s house was 

recently sold that though her friend had lots of books, the new owners in clearing out the house, had just put them on the 

curb with a sign: “Free Books.” Now it looked like it was going to rain and they’d all be ruined. She was very upset.  

  I wrote down the address and Jane and I drove to the home. She was correct, there were several boxes, probably 10 or 

so on the curb. I got out and went over to look. Sure enough, there was a sign on the boxes, “Free Rocks.” (picture) The 

boxes were all filled with rocks. I started laughing and got back in the car. Then, I called this elderly woman up again to 

update her.  She told me she’d only seen the sign but wasn’t able to actually look at the “books.” She then shared how 

much she appreciated our Library. They look out for her and let her know where all the Large Print books are located.  

  How well do you see? When it comes to eternity, most of us don’t see very well. Please turn to Romans 8:18-25 (p. 

944).  

  Spanish writer, Carmen Corde, in a short story tells of a young woman who gave birth to a blind son. “I do not want my 

child to know that he is blind!” she informs family and neighbors, forbidding anyone to use the telltale words like 

“light,” “color” and “sight.” So the boy grows up unaware of his disability until one day a strange girl jumps over the 

fence of the garden and spoils everything by using all of the forbidden words. His world shatters in the face of this 

unimagined reality.  

  God’s plan was for us as the Church is to resemble this strange girl who brings a message from the outside of another 

world. We’re to bring rumors of another world beyond the fence, an afterlife beyond death, of a loving God Who is 

working out His will in the chaotic darkness of this planet. But as in Carmen Corde’s story, the news may not be 

welcome.  

  The problem is worse than that. If I’m honest, I have to confess that as a child of God who was born into the light of the 

glorious Gospel, I tend to forget the light and settle for blindness and darkness. We need to honestly look in our souls 

and ask: Whatever happened to Forever?  

  Living by faith for an unseen world takes continual effort. But our lack of “foreverness” explains so many things: Why 

is it so hard for us to be satisfied? Why do so many marriages struggle? Why do we have such a hard time getting along, 

even in the church? Why do we carry around so much debt? Why do we stand in front of full closets and say we have 

nothing to wear? Why do we look into fully stocked refrigerators and say we have nothing to eat? Why do so many of us 

spend more than we earn? Why do we struggle so much with envy, impatience or anger? Why do we spend so much 

making sure that we’re incessantly entertained? Why does pain or difficulty paralyze us? Why do people disappoint us 

so easily? Why does life in the here and now never seem to deliver what we hope it will deliver?  

  Where do we go, where do we look for answers to questions like this? What will help us understand life? Where will 

we find meaning and purpose?  

  The answer is not inside us. We must find something beyond ourselves. We must find eternity again. We suffer from 

what Paul Tripp (picture) calls, “eternity amnesia.” It’s why we struggle with unrealistic expectations and functional 

hopelessness that always comes when we tell ourselves that this life that we have is all that there is. But it’s not! If 

you’re born-again, you know, based on God’s Word, that you will live forever.  

  Yet, in very significant ways, we don’t always live consistently with what we know the Bible teaches or what we 

profess to believe. Most of us believe in forever. The problem is that it doesn’t mean anything. It’s not formative in how 

we live. Too many of us live in a constant state of eternity amnesia. Like the blind people that Jesus healed, we must ask 

Him to open our eyes. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. To see clearly, I must have a different perspective. Anyone else here have transitional lenses? For the uninformed, 

transitional lenses mean that at the bottom of my glasses I can see small print like in a book, in the middle I can see 

things that are about an arm’s length away like a computer screen. At the top, I can see things that are far away. That 

helps me drive and see who’s sleeping in church. But I’m in deep weeds, if I mix them up. I hate steps I’m unfamiliar 

with. I have to nearly creep down them because I see them through the lower, reading section of my glasses.  

  Paul wrote, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:19). If this life 

is all there is, we’re in trouble. If this world is all there is, no wonder so many live in passive pessimism. But it’s not. We 



must let God’s Spirit open our eyes. Scripture is clear that this world is not all there is, that there’s an eternal world that’s 

real and relevant.  

  In the English language the word hope is a rather anemic word. Sometimes when we say, “I hope something happens,” 

we’re not too certain that it will ever happen. For example, you might say, “I really hope I get a raise next year,” or, “I 

hope I made an A on that test,” or, “I hope the Packers go to the Super Bowl.” But in the Bible, the word hope has a 

different meaning. It’s a word of dynamic certainty, a sure thing. It’s why Christians should have hope. In fact, 

Christians are only ones who do have true hope. In Romans 8:18: Paul writes, “I consider [that is the word “logisamy;” 

where we get our word logic and means something that he has mathematically figured out] that our present sufferings 

are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” In other words, we have hope. Verse 24 clearly 

states, “in this hope we were saved.” But our hope is too easily zapped because… 

  a. This present life is filled with pain, suffering and death because of sin. The suffering of this life distorts our eternal 

vision, “the sufferings of this present time.” Paul is talking about this entire present age. The history of creation since the 

Fall is scarred by suffering. The history of nations is bloodied by suffering. The history of individuals is one of suffering. 

Ultimately, we all face declining health and death. Why? Why do we suffer?    

  In this world all creation suffers because of man’s fall into sin. Paul personifies creation groaning as it anxiously 

awaits the culmination of salvation of God’s people. It will trigger the release from corruption that all creation has been 

subject to since Adam and Eve fell into sin. God’s judgment on our first parents included judgment on Creation. Genesis 

3:17b-18a, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and 

thistles it shall grow for you…” Not only the botanical world, but the animal world fell under the curse. Violence and 

death, even in nature, are the result of God’s curse on sin. But death wasn’t part of the original creation that God 

pronounced as good. In the future, when believers receive the full redemption promised in Christ, creation will finally be 

restored to its original state, if not to an even greater level of glory.  

  Nature has been frustrated since the curse. There’s something terribly wrong with nature. Did you know that before sin 

entered the world there were no thorns or briars? Lions didn’t bite. Everything was perfect and ideal. Ever since the Fall 

something has been wrong with the earth. Everyone realizes that, whether they’re a Christian or not. French philosopher, 

Goudet wrote, “Nature with its melancholy chorus resembles a bride who at the very moment when she is fully dressed 

for the marriage has watched her groom die. She stands with her fresh crown in her bridal dress, but her eyes are full of 

tears.” That’s what’s wrong with nature.  

  Listen to the song of the wind in the trees, or the song of the surf on the seashore, even the song that the birds sing, 

everything is in a minor key. The Bible says creation is groaning for something to happen! 

  In our human experience, all humanity suffers. We all suffer, whether we are good or bad. The Apostle Paul suffered 

terribly. When he got saved, the Lord told Ananias the prophet whom God sent to open Paul’s eyes (Acts 9:16), “for I 

will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 

  Paul often mentions trials he endured, which would have driven most of us to despair. Jesus was a man of sorrows, 

acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:3). He came to this world of suffering to bear our sins through His own suffering and 

death. Why should we think that we’ll be exempt from suffering? In the sovereign purposes of God, some suffer more, 

some less, but none are exempt. It’s part of living in this fallen world. We live under the Curse.  

  Man’s sin is the cause of disease. Hardly a week goes by that we don’t learn of someone in our church or someone 

related to someone in our church, who’s been diagnosed with cancer. Where did it come from? In the Garden there was 

no disease or death. It was as if when Adam and Eve sinned, a Pandora’s Box of disease was released. We live under the 

fallout of the Fall. 

  We must not be fooled by the happy faces we see on Sundays. Everyone coming through our doors has a story that 

includes suffering. Behind each smiling face, you’ll discover tales of heartache and unanswered questions. Not that we 

aren’t happy, we are, at least most of us. But no one gets a free ride through life, or lives in the sunshine forever. It’s in 

the darkness of suffering that we must, like the Patriarch Job, choose to trust our Heavenly Father. It’s knowing this 

world’s pain is temporary that we find hope, enabling us to persevere. 

  b. Eternity will be filled with glory for believers as God fulfills every promise that He’s promised us. Mary Poppins 

(picture) said, “Promises easily made are easily broken.” Our culture reflects that sentiment. It can lead one to wonder 

if anyone keeps promises anymore…even God.  

  Do you remember the story of Noah and the ark and how God destroyed the earth except for eight people and some 

animals by a flood? Remember, God put a symbol in the sky of His promise that never again will He destroy the earth 

with a flood? What’s the symbol? A rainbow. God will never again destroy the earth with a flood and God always keeps 

His promises. That’s what eternity is, the fulfillment of God’s promises. There’s going to be a new Heaven and a new 

Earth. It’s all going to happen in the future.  



  God’s final purpose both for fallen creation and for His adopted children is eternity and the glory of complete salvation. 

Let’s touch on three wonderful facets of eternity and glory from Romans 8. 

  The future glory is not totally revealed to us yet. It includes the revealing of all that God has promised us. J. B. Phillips 

paraphrases 8:19, “The whole creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful sight of the sons of God coming into their own.” 

Colossians 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:14, “It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Glory is a hard concept to wrap your brain around. It includes all of God’s promises for us, the “unfathomable 

riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). Streets of gold, gates of pearl and mansions prepared for us are limited analogies that say, 

“You can’t imagine how wonderful it will be!”  

  This future glory includes the full renewal of creation to its original perfection and purpose. The new heavens and 

earth will be more glorious than even the Garden of Eden. With new, glorified bodies we’ll live on a new earth and enjoy 

God’s creation as it was before sin entered space and time.   

  The future glory includes our freedom from sin and its corruption. It includes the full redemption of our bodies. 

“Freedom of the glory of the children of God” (vs. 21) means freedom from sin. We now enjoy some of the privileges of 

being God’s adopted children, but we haven’t yet come into our full inheritance, which includes the redemption of our 

body. Now, by God’s Spirit, we’re able not to sin; but in glory we won’t be able to sin. 

  c. The new person within me can be filled with the Spirit’s firstfruits. Did you groan last week? Most of us did. Our 

eternal amnesia shows in that we didn’t groan about the right thing. We groaned about this world. We didn’t groan 

because we long for eternity. “And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” 

  Those who believe the presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit bring only ecstasy and joy need to consider more 

carefully Paul’s words in verse 23. Groaning is due to sin and its consequences. The Spirit within us bears witness that 

we’re God’s children. He also bears witness that this world is not our Home, it’s not the Kingdom of God. The Spirit’s 

presence and power produce groaning in the Christian because we understand not only what we now are, but what we 

will someday be.  

  Christians groan inwardly for full redemption, “for our adoption.” When we became Christians, we were adopted into 

the family of God. In ancient Roman culture there were two stages of adoption – a private adoption ceremony but then 

later, usually when that person became an adult and a full heir, there was a public adoption ceremony. In keeping with 

that idea, when you came to Christ you were privately adopted as a child of God. One day your full adoption will be a 

public experience. 

  It’s the redemption of the whole person, “the redemption of our bodies.” Maybe you were taught that the only thing 

that’s going to be redeemed is your soul or spirit. If so, you’re missing out on some wonderful truths. Our bodies are also 

going to be redeemed.  

  As far as I know, Christianity is the only religion that teaches the redemption of the body. Eastern religions teach if 

you’re good enough now, you may have the hope of being reincarnated in the next life…as maybe a lizard. Islam teaches 

that if you’re martyred for Allah, spiritually you’ll go to Paradise to be with Allah. As Christians, we are waiting in hope 

for the redemption of even our bodies. 

  Redemption begins when you receive Jesus. What is redemption? In ancient times the purchase price of a slave was 

called redemption money. Men, women and children were routinely bought and sold. They were owned, traded, 

purchased, put to work. They could be handed down from one generation to another. You might be born into slavery or 

go into debt and legally fall into slavery. You might be captured in war and taken as a slave as part of the spoils of war.  

  If you became a slave in the days of the New Testament, there were only two ways you could be freed. In a few rare 

cases, a slave might have enough money to purchase his own freedom. The purchase price was called redemption. More 

often, it would be that you were in slavery and somebody took pity upon you. They purchased you out of slavery. 

Having purchased you, if they chose to, they could make you work for them as a slave or, in rare occasions, set you free. 

The purchase price for a slave was called the redemption money. So to redeem a slave means to pay the price, take them 

off of the market and set them free. In redemption then there’s a divine exchange. One man pays the price so another 

man can go free. And that’s what Jesus did on the Cross for us. He redeemed us. When you commit your life to Christ, 

Jesus buys you back from the slave market of sin. But until someone accepts Christ, they’re a slave of sin. Living for 

forever means that we realize we don’t need a new start, we need a new life, eternal life. The main effect of the Fall is 

not that we need to change our lifestyle or need counseling. We need redemption.  

  Bill Wilson, (picture) cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, reached the unshakeable conviction that an alcoholic must 

“hit bottom” in order to climb upward. He wrote to his fellow strugglers: “How privileged we are to understand so well 

the divine paradox that strength rises from weakness, that humiliation goes before resurrection, that pain is not only the 



price but the very touchstone of spiritual rebirth.” Paul couldn’t have phrased it better. It’s only as we admit we’re 

helpless slaves of sin that Jesus can redeem us.  

  “The Holy Spirit is a first fruit” of a full harvest. In other words, right now, the Holy Spirit dwells in us. He’s the 

promise of a full harvest that’s coming in the future. When you’re preparing to buy a house, most people put down 

earnest money or a deposit. You’re saying, “I’m serious about paying the full price so I’m putting down a deposit.” The 

Holy Spirit is God’s promise there is more to come. Our redemption will be completed at the return of Jesus.  

  It’s a bit like waiting in the airport for your flight. You’ve packed and traveled to the airport. You checked your bags 

and printed out your boarding pass. You’ve gone through security with all its indignities! Now you’re just waiting to 

board. You look forward to arriving at your destination, beginning your vacation or seeing family. But before you can 

enter into that enjoyment, you must endure the flight. You groan inwardly as you contemplate having to find a space for 

your carry-on in the overhead bin. Your anxiety level rises as you contemplate the plane crashing or wonder what the 

weather is going to be like for your flight. You long to be on the ground again but you have to wait, endure, and 

anticipate the next few hours before you can enjoy the pleasure of arriving. That should be us, longing “to land” in our 

final Home and be with Jesus for all eternity.  

 

2. To see clearly, I must have an eternal perspective. Paul anticipates us thinking, “But, I can’t see this future glory.” 

His reply is, “Yes, that’s the very nature of hope.” If you can see it all, it’s not hope. Our salvation includes hope because 

we don’t receive it all in this life. Yet, our hope is absolutely certain because of the promises of God, who can’t lie. We 

hope for it because we’ve not yet received all that’s been promised. Verse 25, “But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience.” 

 Eternity is primary. It must be our first focus, our ultimate point of reference. We were redeemed for it and are on our 

way to it. All that we have, are, and accumulate must be seen as resources by which we influence the world beyond. 

Even tragedies must be viewed as events with eternal gain.  

  While living in the light of the world to come, our lives in the present are directed by the authority of the King who 

lives within us. Instead of being contaminated by the distorted values of our present age, we’ve been redeemed to 

express the values and realities of His Kingdom to the watching world around us. Once we’re living for the real world, 

we’re ready to face the temporal world realistically and triumphantly. This world was created for God’s glory but it’s 

been corrupted by sin and is under Satan’s domain. It’s a dangerous, destructive place but we’re part of God’s 

redemption plan.  

  Too often the only time we consider Whatever happened to Forever? is when we face the reality of eternity and our 

own mortality when a loved one dies. Or, when we grow old and realize that much of life has passed. We note with 

regret how little we’ve invested and done for eternity. We talk about heaven but live as if this world is where we’re 

rewarded, that happiness, satisfaction, fulfillment and prosperity not only can be ours here but should be. Any 

understanding that we’ve been redeemed from Satan’s slave market escapes us. We have eternity amnesia and are living 

for the wrong world.  

  Yet, when eternity is our consistent hope and God’s Word and His Spirit are our guide, life in this world comes more 

clearly into view. The disappointments of this life don’t damage or surprise us. We expect little of this world. Our reward 

is future. We hope to take captives for Jesus from it in our march toward Home.  

  The blending of these worlds mean that we live confidently here in the light of there, reflecting the culture and values 

of the Kingdom within under the authority of King Jesus. Heaven must be more than a spiritual fantasy land or a divine 

Disney World in the sky. Eternity and living with Jesus must be our transforming point of reference. The resurrection of 

Christ gave His disciples a keen sense of the reality of the world to come. Because heaven was real for them, the lesser 

things of this world couldn’t seduce them. Even the threat of death was simply a door to all that is better. That’s the way 

it must be for us! 

 

Conclusion: Whatever happened to Forever? It’s imperative that we not only start the Christian life well, but that we 

end well.  

  Did you hear about Luka Pibernik (picture)? Luka Pibernik is a Slovenian cyclist who totally blew it last month during 

stage five of the Giro d'Italia. It will probably never be forgotten. Luka was preparing to enter the final lap of the race but 

somehow got confused and thought he’d already entered the last lap. So believing he was about to be victorious, having 

had a comfortable lead over his rivals, he raised his arms in celebration as he crossed the line. He sprints ahead of his 

rivals during the penultimate lap of Giro d'Italia stage five. He mistakenly celebrated, believing he was approaching the 

finish.   

  But in reality the 23-year-old cyclist didn't hear the bell and he looked very silly as his rivals closed the gap with 

around 5km of the race remaining. Instead of finishing first, Pibernik finished 148th after his blunder. 



  There is a high price for focusing on the wrong finish line. Whatever happened to Forever? We lose so much when 

we forget forever. Let me share some of our losses…. 

  We live with unrealistic expectations. We ask this world to be what it can never be. We want it to behave as if it’s our 

final destination. Instead the here and now only prepares us for the destination to come.  

  We focus too much on self. We were created to live big-picture, long-view lives. Instantaneous, self-serving, “ME” 

obsession leaves us with little peace and filled with discontent. Eternity confronts us with the realities that transcend our 

momentary wants, feelings and needs.  

  We ask too much of people. We foolishly ask those around us to provide the paradise our hearts crave. But they don't 

have the ability to give us that constant inner peace and satisfaction we'll only ever experience in eternity. Asking your 

spouse, children, pastor, or a friend to give what they simply can’t give ends in disappointment, frustration, conflict, and 

division. 

  We’re controlling and fearful. We swing from fear to control and back again. We feel like life is passing us by. We’re 

designed for another world. Peace today is found only when we live with our final destination in view. 

  We question the goodness of God. Many of us are discouraged. Many of us are bitter. We wonder why God has 

allowed our lives to be so hard. When we forget God's agenda, we begin to question His love and character. Unless we 

live with the daily knowledge that God’s promises only reach their complete fulfillment in the world to come, we'll feel 

as if we've been hit with a cosmic bait and switch. True satisfaction is waiting for us in eternity. 

  We’re more disappointed than we are thankful. Unrealistic expectations always lead to disappointment. Many 

Christians are disappointed because they believed this life would deliver things that only come on the other side.  

  We lack motivation and hope. The consequences of eternity amnesia weaken our motivation and hope. But this world 

is not an endless cycle of dashed hopes and dreams. No, we live in a world that’s marching toward a moment when all 

that is broken will be forever restored. That fact of faith gives us a reason to get up in the morning and to press on even 

when life gets very hard. Eternity confronts our thoughts of impossibility and futility by reminding us that everything 

we’re experiencing is temporary.  

  Whatever happened to Forever? Have you forgotten who you are, where you now live, even the final destination 

that’s yours by grace? Are you living as if there’s no such thing as forever?  

  God's grace guarantees our final destination. Wonderfully, it guarantees us all of the grace we need along the way. He 

promised, “My grace is sufficient for you.” We're in trouble when we fail to recognize that future grace carries with it 

the promise of present grace. God has already provided all the grace that we need. That present and eternal grace is the 

reason to continue even when today is hard. What are you living for? Are you living for forever?  

 

 


