
The need to be Heavenly Minded                                        Colossians 3:1-4       

Hardwired for Eternity                                                                     Sermon 03 

 

In 1991, Orestes Lorenzo Perez (picture), defected from Cuba to the United States in a stolen Cuban MiG fighter jet. 

The next year he returned to Cuba in a borrowed Cessna to pick up his family off a sandy beach. Failure would have 

meant the death squad. Flying low to avoid radar, trouble struck just as Orestes was ready to land. He overshot the beach 

and had no choice but to land on a busy highway.  

  His family ran to the plane. They were soon leaving Cuba, enroute to freedom. His wife, Victoria, had waited patiently, 

but it was hard. Going to America seemed to her like going to heaven. “When I saw the plane, I screamed to my 

children, ‘That’s your father!’ I grabbed both of them and ran,” she said. As they ran, one of the kids lost a shoe. “Forget 

the shoe!” Victoria screamed. “Father is on the plane.”  

  After two years of separation, the family was reunited. To Victoria and Orestes, their new home in America is like 

heaven: a place of freedom, a place where they can realize their dreams.  

  Until then, for Victoria, America had been a vague reality. She knew her husband was there and it would be better 

there. But she had few details to make it real in her heart. She had to trust her husband. She had to live by faith until it 

became a reality. For us, eternity…heaven are vague. We too must trust our Father. We must believe what Jesus told us. 

We must believe God’s Word. We must live by faith until it becomes a reality.  

  There’s an old expression that you may have used: “Don’t be so heavenly minded that you’re no earthly good.” While 

it’s a clever, catchy cliché, the problem is that those words are unbiblical. Scripture commands us, “Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Col. 3:2). 

  Contrary to popular opinion, being heavenly minded inspires us to be more earthly good. Our goal as Christians must 

be to set our minds on things above, to focus on the real world, eternity and faithfully serve the Lord. We need to be 

Heavenly Minded. We need to be focused on eternity. Grab your Bible and turn to Colossians 3:1-4 (p. 984).  

  How can we develop a heavenly mindset? It’s vital if we’re going to live for the real world. Look at the history of the 

Church and you’ll find that those who were the most heavenly minded were the most effective for the Kingdom. Jesus 

said, “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful 

men lay hold of it” (Matt. 11:12). Those who forcefully grab hold of the kingdom of heaven are the ones advancing it. 

They have a heavenly mindset. Having an eternal mindset is essential if our lives are going to have significance.  

  It’s why Satan attacks our minds with doubts, fears, distractions, worldly thoughts, etc. He wants to prevent us from 

focusing on eternity. We must be determined and persevere. Paul says, “set your hearts on things above.” He’s referring 

to God’s eternal kingdom. When the Bible talks about our hearts, it’s talking about our minds.  

  The mind is very important. What does your mind say about you? It identifies you. It tells who you are—a believer or 

an unbeliever—a person led by the sinful nature or a person led by the Spirit. It tells you what world you will live for. So 

how do we develop a heavenly mindset, one focused on eternity? We find several principles in these verses. If you’re 

taking notes… 

 

1. A Heavenly Mindset is developed by focusing on our resurrected position, “If then you have been raised with 

Christ.” What does this mean, “raised with Christ”? When Christ died, we died with Him. When He rose again and 

went to heaven, we went with Him. Ephesians 2:6, “And God and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Where is Jesus at this moment? Spiritually speaking, He is right here with us. He 

promised, “Where two or three are gathered together, there I am with them” (Matt. 18:20). Jesus is here in the Person of 

the Holy Spirit, but, literally speaking, Jesus has ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God—that 

represents His victory and authority.  

  Where are you right now? Physically speaking, you’re here, listening to me. But spiritually speaking, we’ve been raised 

and are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. Because of that, we should look at life differently.  

  You may be thinking, “Yes, when I get to heaven then I’ll see things differently.” This isn’t referring to going to heaven 

someday; it tells us that we’re seated with Jesus Christ right now in the heavenlies.  

  Heaven is a real place. All believers will spend eternity there with Jesus. But you don’t have to go through a cemetery 

to experience heaven. There are two worlds. One is this world we experience with our five senses. Superimposed on this 

world is another one, a whole different dimension of life. If that’s a little confusing, let me use a simple illustration to 

clarify it. 

  Right now as I’m speaking, there are all kinds of scenes and sounds in this room. Can you see them? Hear them? 

There’s a shootout going on between cops and robbers. See it? A bad guy just got shot. There’s a tennis match and a 

baseball game. A politician is being interviewed. There’s a voice giving the weather forecast. Before you think I’m 



wacko. I’m talking about television and radio waves. They’re present in this room. The only reason we can’t experience 

them is because we don’t have a TV or radio to tune them in.  

  Do you have trouble believing that? Of course not. But if Abraham Lincoln was here and I told him about an invisible 

world of radio and television waves, he’d think I was nuts! Those who don’t know Jesus and who aren’t living for 

eternity, think we’re nuts for believing in things we can’t see.  

  We’re still in the world, but we must look at life from the perspective of above where Jesus is seated with the Father. It 

helps a believer develop a heavenly mindset as they understand their resurrected position in Christ. 

  Have you ever noticed when you’re up high, things appear smaller? I heard about one nervous airplane passenger who 

finally got up enough courage to glance out the window. He said to the person next to him, “It is true what they say, 

people do look like ants from up here.” His seatmate said, “Those are ants, we haven’t taken off yet!”  

  Things look a lot different when you’re up high. When you look at our world from outer space, the earth’s surface 

appears completely smooth. We know there are deep valleys and high mountains, but when you back away a few 

thousand miles, it appears as smooth as a billiard ball. Life is the same way. Up close, the trials of life may appear 

unclimbable or un-crossable. But when we look at problems from the perspective of being seated with Jesus in the 

heavenly realms, those problems don’t seem nearly as big or scary.  

  Have you ever asked someone, “How are you doing?” and they respond, “I’m doing all right under the circumstances.” 

Yet, for believers, because of who we are in Jesus, we shouldn’t be living under the circumstances.  

  Circumstances are the like the mattress on your bed. If I asked how you slept last night and you said, “I slept pretty 

good under the mattress” I’d respond, “What in the world are you doing sleeping under your mattress? You’ll suffocate 

under there.” You’re not supposed to be under your mattress or under your circumstances, you should be resting on top 

of them! Jesus is seated at the right hand of God. Things look a lot different from there.  

  Bible teacher, Ron Dunn (picture) died when he was just 64 of Pulmonary Fibrosis. Prior to his death, he sent a friend 

a letter. In the closing he wrote, “Keep looking down” with Ephesians 2:6 beside it. That’s what we must do, we must 

look down at this temporary world from a higher perspective!  

 

2. A Heavenly Mindset is developed by a focus on eternal values. “Seek the things that are above…Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” There are two commands here. Both are present imperatives, 

suggesting a continual process. To keep seeking these things means to make the truths of Scripture our constant pursuit 

and focus.  

  Unsaved folk get up early and focus day after day on this temporary world. The believer must be committed to pursuing 

the eternal, the things of Christ. It doesn’t mean we drop out of life, pray or read our Bibles all day. The Lord expects us 

to live in this world. It does mean, as that instead of living for junk that perishes, we invest our lives in what endures 

eternally (John 6:27). We should begin and end each day focused on eternity.  

  The Greek wording means, “Have your whole attitude characterized by those things.” You and I must make repeated 

choices and adjustments focusing our thoughts on the eternal. Our whole outlook must be determined by this perspective. 

We’re to see ourselves, not with this world as the end, but now raised up with Christ. We’re so completely identified 

with Jesus that He’s our very life. The word “set” means to synchronize. We’re to synchronize our affections and 

thinking with heaven.  

  It’s like setting your clock. If you want it to know the correct time, you have to set it using a true standard. I heard about 

a man who walked to his job at the factory every morning. One of his tasks was to blow the factory whistle at exactly 8 

a.m. and 5 p.m. So each morning as he walked by a furniture store, he paused and set his watch to reflect the time 

displayed by an old grandfather clock in the window. Then he’d blow the factory whistle based upon that time. He did 

that for years. One day he finally met the owner of the furniture store. The man from the factory introduced himself and 

said, “By the way, how does that that grandfather clock keep such good time?” The owner said, “Oh, I set it every day by 

the factory whistle.” 

  Too many of us set our hearts and minds with the inaccurate standard of this temporal world. When the Bible says 

we’re to set our hearts and minds on things above, it means we have a perfect standard in Jesus Christ.  

  We know what it means to say someone has “their mind in the gutter.” They’re always thinking vile thoughts. Setting 

your mind on things above is the opposite. It means to think about goodness, grace, and glory. You make a conscious 

choice to focus on the eternal things of God. 2 Corinthians 4:18, “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen. For what is seen (earthly) is temporary, but what is unseen (heavenly) is eternal.”  

  In one sense, no one is truly an atheist. Everyone believes in some kind of god. A god is that person or thing that you 

give ultimate allegiance. You can easily discover WHO/WHAT is your God by asking some simple questions:  

  What do you think about the most? What is it that consumes your thoughts most of the time? For example, if you think 

about yourself mostly, and your main goal in life is “looking out for #1,” you’ve made yourself you own little god. 



Proverbs 23:7, “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.” In other words, you generally become what you think about the 

most.  

  What do you talk about the most? Hang around a person for a bit and just listen. It doesn’t take long to discover who or 

what their god really is. Jesus said, “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matt. 12:34).  

  Where do you invest your treasure? What is it that you have no hesitation spending money on? Is there something you 

do or someone you know that when it comes to cost you think; “money is no object.” The Bible says if you invest in this 

world, ultimately you’ll lose your investment. But Jesus said, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth 

and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” When Jesus is Lord of your life, your heart is set on Him. You find yourself thinking about the things of heaven; 

talking about the things of heaven; and investing your treasure in the things of heaven. Heaven isn’t just a place. It’s a 

person—it’s Jesus.  

  Picture one of our brave soldiers serving in the Middle East. He’s stationed there, but has a sweetheart back home. 

Imagine him receiving a letter from his sweetheart. After he reads the letter he looks up and his mind is thousands of 

miles away. That’s how we’re to live. We’re still here on the battlefront, but our Savior gave us a love letter, the Bible. 

Our hearts and minds should be directed toward Him 

 

3. A Heavenly Mindset is developed by a focus on our crucified position.  
“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 2:3). Christianity Today has a classic cartoon 

(picture) of two couples studying the Bible. One woman says, “Well, I haven’t actually died to sin, but I did feel kind of 

faint once.” The Bible says that the believer is dead to sin. I don’t know about you, but I don’t feel dead to it. Once in a 

while I may feel kind of faint to it. What does it mean to be dead to sin?  

  a. The believer died to sin. Our old nature was crucified with Christ. We can be free from the power of sin. It’s vital 

that we understand this doctrine so we can live in victory over lust, anger, depression, and every sin. Paul says this 

should be our response to our death to sin: “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus.” (Rom. 6:11). We must think about ourselves differently. We’re dead to sin, but alive to God. We can break sinful 

habits. It means we can start over when we blow it, because Jesus paid the penalty for our sins and broke its power.    

  Two sisters in L.A. grew up in the party culture of Southern California, but they heard the Gospel and both became 

sincere followers of Jesus. After they were saved, they received a written invitation to a party where there would be 

plenty of cocaine. The invitation had a “RSVP” so they wrote back: “We are sorry that we will be unable to attend 

because we both recently died.” When you are in Christ, you’re dead to the old way of living. 

  b. The believer died to self. Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 

and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not bear his 

own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26–27). To follow Jesus as a disciple, means that we 

must take up our cross. It’s a daily discipline. We die to self, our desires and wants in order to submit to Christ. We get a 

good picture of this with Christ before going to the cross. Jesus said, “Take this cup from Me but nevertheless, Your will 

be done.” Our Lord submitted His will to that of His Father, and so must we. 

  Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). Many believers are consumed with self. 

To have a heavenly mindset, we must continually crucify the flesh, counting ourselves dead to self but alive to God. 

  c. The believer died to this world. Our death on the cross with Christ brings death to this world. Paul said, “the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14). In other words, “I’m dead to the things of the 

world. They no longer satisfy me. They’re no longer my passions. My passion is to honor Christ. I’m alive to God but 

dead to the world.” 

  The reason many of us can’t focus on eternity is because we’re consumed with the things of this world: gaining them, 

enjoying them, and keeping them. If we’re going to focus on the eternal, we must continually count ourselves dead to the 

things of this world so we can seek the eternal.  

  d. The believer died to the power of the Devil. Ephesians 2:4-5, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved.” Before salvation, Scripture says that we were children of Satan (1 John 3:10) and following his 

ways (Eph. 2:2). Now, as believers, we’ve become children of God and followers of His Word. We’re dead to the Devil 

and alive to God. 

  Bob Dylan (picture) wrote a song, “Gotta Serve Somebody,” with the refrain, “But you’re gonna have to serve 

somebody, yes indeed You’re gonna have to serve somebody, It may be the devil or it may be the Lord But you’re gonna 

have to serve somebody.” The Bible says either you’re a slave of sin or a slave of Satan. Unbelievers foolishly think that 

they’re free when they cast off God and follow their own lusts, but they’re “slaves of corruption” (2 Pet. 2:19). God 



freed us from sin, but not to live as we please. Rather, He frees us from sin to make us “slaves of righteousness.” You 

gotta serve somebody! Either you’re Satan’s slave which results in eternal death, or you’re Jesus’s slave, a slave to 

obedience, resulting in eternal life and righteousness. You can tell who a person serves by their attitude and behavior. At 

salvation we’re dead to Satan but too often we live like he’s still our master. Are you a slave of sin, or a slave of Christ? 

  There was a bazaar in a village in India. A farmer had brought a covey of quail. Each bird had a string tied around its 

foot with the other end tied to a ring on a stick. The quail walked around and around in a circle, held captive by that 

string. No one wanted to buy any quail until a devout Hindu Brahman came along. His religious respect for all life and 

compassion for these birds led him to ask the price of the quail. Then he said to the merchant, “I want to buy them all.” 

After he paid for them, he ordered the merchant, “Now, set them all free.” The merchant was surprised, but the Brahman 

insisted: “Cut the strings and set them all free.” The farmer cut the strings, but the quail kept marching around and 

around in a circle. Finally, he had to shoo them off. But even then, they landed a short distance away and resumed 

marching in a circle…just as they had done when they were tied to the stick.  

  God didn’t free us from sin so that we’d keep going in circles as if we were still bound to it. He freed us from Satan so 

we’d become a slave of obedience to Him, resulting in righteousness. You’ve gotta serve somebody. The question is: 

Who are you serving?  

 

4. A Heavenly Mindset is developed by a focus on our hidden life. “Your life is hidden with Christ in God” (verse 3). 

Our lives are now hidden with Christ. It doesn’t mean we can’t be found, but carries the idea of being safely hidden 

away. We’re protected. Jesus took our lives and put them in the lockbox of His love, and we’re safe there. We’re His 

precious treasure.  

  Some people own safe deposit boxes where they secure valuables. Our lives are hidden with Christ in God. He provides 

more security than even Fort Knox! Greek scholar, Dr. A.T. Robertson (picture) commenting on this wrote: “So here we 

are in Christ who is in God, and no burglar, not even Satan himself can separate us from the love of God in Christ.”  

  Once someone is truly saved, they’re always saved. A faith though that fizzles before the finish was faulty from the 

first. The security of my salvation isn’t dependent on what I’m able to do. The security of my salvation is based on what 

Jesus has already done and what He is able to do. He’s able to keep that which I’ve committed to Him. He’s the keeper 

of our hearts. We’re safe in Him. We are doubly safe because not only are we with Christ, we’re in God.  

  It should change how we live. It should cause us to look at life from a new perspective. Invest your life in eternity 

because you’re secure in Christ.  

 

5. A Heavenly Mindset is developed by a focus on our future with Christ. “When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with Him in glory.” Jesus is coming back. This is referring to the Second Coming. 

  Some people think history is simply lurching forward as a series of coincidental, unconnected events. They look at 

disasters and wars and can’t see any rhyme or reason in it all. Others see history as a cycle of repeating events. They 

believe “what goes around comes around.” But followers of Jesus understand history is “His story.” God is moving this 

world toward a climactic event – the Second Coming of Christ. Our world is moving toward a divine event when God 

will turn to Jesus and say, “Enough is enough. Son, go claim your glory.” It seems like history is moving faster toward 

this event.  

  Sometimes you’ll see a sign advertising some singer or star which says: “Appearing Soon.” That’s how we should be 

thinking about Jesus—He will be appearing soon! Titus 2:13 says we should be “looking for that blessed hope and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.” When Jesus returns, we’ll share in His glory, 

“Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we 

shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).  

 

Conclusion: What does it mean to be Heavenly Minded? Let me close with this wonderful story. Dr. Bud Wood is the 

founder of the Shepherds Home in Union Grove (pictures), a ministry for the mentally disabled. The staff at Shepherds 

minister to individuals who often have childlike minds. As a result many have understood and trusted Christ as their 

personal Lord and Savior. They look forward to heaven being their Home.  

  Dr. Wood used to share about one of the “maintenance” problems that they had at Shepherds – dirty windows. He said, 

“You can walk through the corridors any time of the day and you’ll see some of these precious individuals standing with 

their hands, noses and faces pressed to the windows, looking up to see if Jesus might be coming back right then to take 

them Home and make them whole.”  

  Their simple minds and hearts have much to teach us. We should be asking ourselves, “When was the last time I 

glanced toward the sky to see if this might be that long-awaited moment when I finally see Jesus face-to face?”    



  That’s what it means to be heavenly minded, to live for eternity. You long for Home. You’re looking for Jesus’ return 

at any moment.  

  So how about you? Are the windowpanes in your heart smudged with the look of anticipation for Jesus’ return? We 

must develop a heavenly mindset, one focused on eternity. How do we develop a heavenly mindset so we can live the 

effective Christian life God has called us to? 

  A heavenly mindset is developed by a focus on our resurrected position. 

  A heavenly mindset is developed by a life of continual discipline. 

  A heavenly mindset is developed by a focus on our crucified position. 

  A heavenly mindset is developed by a focus on our hidden life in Christ. 

  A heavenly mindset is developed by a focus on our future in Christ.  We’re all focused on something – what are you 

focused on?  

 


