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13%! Only 13% of people worldwide enjoy going to work. It’s a disturbing number. Gallup reports that just 13% of 

employees are engaged in their jobs, emotionally invested and focused on helping their workplaces improve. 

Statistically, you’ll find the percentages aren’t that different when it comes to Christians.  

  Shouldn’t that disturb us? That the majority of believers are similar to their lost counterparts and despise their jobs. 

Doesn’t Scripture teach that we’re to be different, that we’re to function from a different value set and worldview? Does 

God want us to be miserable, enduring much of life rather than enjoying it? Because no matter what your job is, if you 

work full time the biggest single block of your life is spent in the workplace.  

  Is there a solution? Yes. What is it? Coram Deo. Christians in the 16th century used this simple Latin phrase to capture a 

profound idea. Coram Deo simply means “before the face of God.” It reminds us that we live before the One who sees 

all that we are and do, and that we should act accordingly. It means His smile is all that really matters to us. We don’t 

work for our company or even ourselves, we work for God.  

  Jesus directs us to the Coram Deo life in His first sermon. Three times in what we know as the Sermon on the Mount, 

He mentions that our Father “sees everything:” Our giving to the poor, Matt. 6:3-4; praying, Matt. 6:6; our fasting, Matt. 

6:17-18. Jesus sees and even knows our motives. If we announce our generosity so others notice, turn our prayers into a 

performance or post on Facebook that we’re fasting – our spirituality is not done before the face of God or for the benefit 

of others—it’s done for ourselves. The Coram Deo life means we live and work for the approval of God, not the 

approval or applause of others, not even for a paycheck. As Os Guinness (picture) notes, “Most of us, whether we are 

aware of it or not do things with an eye to the approval of some audience or other.” The audience may be our friends, 

boss, colleagues, teachers, family or even followers on social media. In the Coram Deo life only one audience matters. 

As Christ-followers, we must live for an audience of One, the audience of the Father who loved and gave His Son to die 

for us.  

  Many Christians adhere to a false teaching that divides the world into mutually exclusive compartments of sacred and 

secular. The sacred has to do with the spiritual life and presumably eternal things, everything else is secular. For those 

who hold this false view of reality, the consequences are unbiblical and tragic. While they may love Jesus as their 

spiritual Savior, they fail to honor Him as Lord over all areas of life. An invisible line divides their faith (worship, 

devotions, church attendance) from other areas of life (work, leisure, down time). Anything labeled secular is assumed to 

be of little concern to God. Christianity is narrowed down to a plan for salvation with the Cross merely a ticket to heaven 

and little more.  

  This false dichotomy results in the isolation of our faith from the surrounding culture. Spiritual activity is assumed to be 

more valuable than secular pursuits in areas like employment or leisure. Little effort is made to connect a biblical 

worldview to work or leisure. Little effort is made to encourage believers to live as salt and light, bearing witness to 

God’s truth in society. The church is isolated from society, existing in a Christian “ghetto” with its own sub-culture. The 

end result is that our churches are ineffective at impacting the culture. Rather than impacting the world with the Gospel, 

the values and dominant beliefs of a lost world’s culture seep into the church and us, influencing and shaping us.  

  Coram Deo then is both liberating and challenging. It has the power to free us from this debilitating dualism. You’ll 

find that this worldview is biblically normative and permeates Scripture. One verse encapsulates it well, 1 Corinthians 

10:31 (p. 958).  

  As believers and churches embrace God’s truth here, we escape the Christian ghetto. We can do what God has called us 

to do – infiltrate the culture, taking with us the power of the Spirit and God’s Word lived out in human flesh. We become 

incarnational. Coram Deo results in social and cultural transformation. Our faith must permeate our entire lives, 

influencing our world outside of the church walls. This is what it means to be Hardwired for Eternity even in the 

workplace.  

  When we get this, we realize that we can no longer withhold certain segments of our lives from God. Jesus died for our 

whole life, every part. Each one is to glorify Him. He wants us to join Him in advancing his Kingdom in every sphere of 

culture and society. The responsibility of advancing the Kingdom belongs to God, yet He gives us the privilege of 

partnering with Him. When we do, He always supplies the grace we need to do the things which we could never do on 

our own. Though for many this is very new, it’s supremely biblical. So if you don’t usually take notes, let me encourage 

you to do so today.  

 

1. Most of us are unbiblically unbalanced toward both work and pleasure. This week someone will face a crushing 

disappointment at work. Perhaps they don’t get the promotion they deserve or receive a poor performance review. 

Maybe a fellow employee backstabs them or they’re told they’re no longer needed. Others though find that they can 



hardly pull themselves away from work. They’re workaholics, working more hours than required. Even when they’re not 

at work, they’re thinking about work.    

  It’s because of this, or things like it which are going to happen, that it’s essential to keep your work in its proper 

perspective. Looking at work from the perspective of eternity is critical. Your work is not the final word on who you are. 

It must not define you or what your life is all about.  

  On the other hand, this week someone is going to go to work and they’re going to start thinking and talking about the 

weekend…and how the holiday weekend was far too short. They live for the weekend and talk about how it’s the only 

thing that gets them through the week. They complain about their job when they’re at work, and really complain about it 

when they’re at home with their family. They’re grouchy and sullen throughout the week because after all, they have to 

go to work.  

  Though money is tight, they seem to never have enough for toys, go on enough vacations, get enough entertainment, or 

spend enough on their hobbies. They rationalize that they deserve it, especially with how hard they work. Oftentimes the 

house is a wreck because they’re always playing, at least, when they’re not working. They complain (and envy) the rich 

who seemingly have it all and don’t have to work so hard.  

  It’s because of this, that it’s essential to keep pleasure in its proper place. Looking at pleasure from the perspective of 

eternity is vital. Your pleasure is not the final word on who you are and shouldn’t define what your life is all about. 

Pleasure can never be an end in itself, it requires boundaries. That’s because our heart always lives under the rulership of 

something. What controls the heart, controls the body, so we must not let pleasure or even the pursuit of pleasure, be the 

thing that drives us.  

  And this is where eternity rescues us. Eternity rescues us from our tendency to give value to things that are temporal 

and not nearly as valuable as we’ve made them. Both work and pleasure can be filled with disappointment and be 

addictive. Disappointment and addiction are signs of eternity amnesia. God’s grace opens our eyes to see what is eternal 

and love what truly has value. In so doing, we are rescued from ourselves.  

  This may surprise you but both the workaholic and pleasure addict are on the same quest. They’re looking for life, truly 

satisfying life, that can’t be found in either work or pleasure. Satisfaction can’t be found in anything in this temporal 

world. Satisfaction and meaning is only found in the eternal. This longing for meaning and satisfaction is hardwired into 

us by God.  

  It’s why people keep looking for that perfect “job,” the one that’s going to bring meaning to their lives. It’s why they 

keep trying to find that dream vacation or want that next toy, or some other material thing, the one that’s supposed to 

bring meaning to their life.  

  Work and pleasure are brought into proper balance only when they’re viewed from the perspective of eternity. But the 

balance is difficult. Work is fulfilling. Pleasure is pleasurable. Both are legitimate aspects of God’s plan, His creativity 

and legitimate pursuits of humanity. Imbalance comes when we look for heart satisfaction in them, when we’re asking 

this temporary world to give what it can never give – true life. 

  Is our world happy, satisfied? No. Do you know workaholics? Do you know those who have every pleasure available? 

Sure. Even rock and roll icon, Mick Jagger (picture) who seemingly has it all confessed, “Can’t get no satisfaction.” 

Why do YOU think you’re going to be the exception?  

  There’s no evidence that either work or pleasure results in a fulfilled life. Only God can give us that. It’s what Jesus 

called the “abundant life.” Only God, only a relationship with Him gives fulfillment and meaning. What’s the definition 

of insanity? Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Our world is filled with crazy 

people. Sadly, so are our churches….so is our church.  

  Coram Deo is living with eternity view. Our hunger for a meaningful life is a hunger God hardwired into us. 

Satisfaction is found only in God. Doesn’t it make sense then to live with eternity in view and to look to God for 

meaning and purpose in life?    

 

2. Work is not part of the curse; Pleasure is not evil. Imagine Paradise. Take just a moment imagine that you’re in 

paradise. What do you see? Hear? What do you smell? Do you picture a remote tropical island with waves breaking, the 

smell of the clean salt air? You feel your toes sinking into white sand warmed by the sun. Maybe you imagine yourself 

reclining in an over-sized Adirondack chair. The fire in a stone hearth provides the perfect respite from the crisp 

mountain air as you curl up to spend the day reading a book. While pictures of Paradise vary from person to person, one 

thing remains constant in them all: just about everyone agrees that “paradise = freedom from work,” everyone but God. 

That’s because…   

  a. Work is not part of the curse. In the beginning, God created work. One of the first things we learn about how God 

made us is that He designed us for work. “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28). Just so we 

don’t miss the point, Genesis 2:15, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep 



it.” That’s not some past-tense Paradise either. Biblical prophets describe the future Paradise being prepared for God’s 

people as a time when people turn their weapons of war into farming tools. Scripture begins with humans working in 

Paradise and it ends with humans working in Paradise! 

  In light of all this it should be obvious, work is not a curse. God shows us that work is part of His perfect design for our 

lives. Work is a basic human need like food, rest and friendship. Studies show that without meaningful work, people 

suffer emotionally, physically and spiritually. The loss of work is harmful because God specifically designed us for 

work. 

  Work helps us discover part of what it means to be made in the image of God, to understand our gifts and abilities. It’s 

how God uses us to bless others. God designed the world so that our work benefits others. Think of all the things you 

own and use—from toothpaste to highways to clothing stores—you’ve been immensely blessed through the work of 

countless people. Biblically, then, work is a wonderful thing! 

  So what does this have to do with eternity? Everything. God’s purpose is to restore all that sin destroyed in the new 

heavens and new earth. It’s why we’ll work in eternity.  

  b. Pleasure is not evil. This is where the Church has often gotten it wrong. Many have reasoned that the way to resolve 

the problem of sinful pleasure is to make pleasure negative. Yet, pleasure itself is actually God-glorifying. God created 

an incredibly pleasurable world. It greets us every day. All the sights and sounds and colors and tastes and textures are 

just magnificent. They’re pleasurable. God created our bodies so that we have all kinds of pleasure gates. Our eyes, nose, 

mouth, ears, hands.  

  1 Timothy 6:17, “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” It’s very significant that Paul 

doesn’t say, “Command those who are rich to give away all they have to poor people.” Instead, he says that God “richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” What a wonderful phrase! It describes for us a Heavenly Father who 

gives His children joy by providing the most satisfying pleasures. The purpose is not to analyze or evaluate them. The 

purpose of these gifts from God is that they’re enjoyed.  

  “Why do you do such a thing?” a Christian may be asked. “Because I enjoy it.” What do you most enjoy in this world? 

“My mother and father,” God provided them for you. “My husband, or my wife.” God gave them to you. “Our children.” 

Children are a gift from God. “This world we live in.” God designed and made it. “My health.” Your breath is in His 

hands. Every talent, achievement, and wonderful experience are richly provided by God. The water that keeps you alive. 

The phone and e-mail that keep you in touch with your distant family are God’s gifts. Someone says, “My faith.” That’s 

a gift from God. “That my sins are forgiven, that I’m a child of God, and I’m going to a place He’s prepared for me.” 

Those are all God’s gifts. Every good gift is sent to us from heaven (James 1:17). God owes us nothing. We’re debtors to 

Him for all of our pleasures.  

  Two men walk into a city. It’s a wet night. The first has no coat, but his coat collar is turned up. He doesn’t seem to 

care that he’s being soaked through. It matters little where he goes. He’ll find some shop doorway, or a bus stop. He 

could go here or go there. It’s of no importance. He’s drifting because he’s homeless. That’s the way most people go 

through life, without any ground for hope. What about you? Do you have hope? In a poem Nietzsche (picture) has a 

line, “Woe to the man who has no home.” 

  But there’s a second man. It’s just as dark for him and he’s just as wet. Yet, there’s a lift to his step, a light in his eye. 

He has a sense of purpose. He even whistles as he walks. Why? He has hope. He can see the lights of home ahead. He 

knows those he loves are waiting for him. He’ll find warmth and love. The darkness and wetness will soon be forgotten.  

  That’s the way it is for those living for eternity. Those who hope in Jesus Christ survive the darkness of their journey 

Home. They have hope in the dark because of their loving heavenly Father who gives us all things richly to enjoy. Work 

is not part of the curse; Pleasure is not evil. 

 

3. Living for eternity means seeing work as worship. When was the last time you used one of these phrases? “Nose to 

the grindstone,” “work like a dog” It’s very revealing. Our vocabulary reveals that we see work as a necessary 

evil. Many waste their lives going through life working at getting out of work. The thinking of our world is to get paid as 

much as possible, do as little as possible, and leave as early as possible.  

  As those living for eternity, it’s imperative that we see work as God sees it because it changes everything. For the 

believer, the whole concept of work has been transformed to that of worship.  

  What does Paul write in Romans 12:1? “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” What does that mean? It 

simply means that what you do on Monday can be as much of an act of worship as what we do here on Sunday. 

Shouldn’t that change the way that we work and view our jobs?    



  Each of us are to live each day and hour, in all that we do, Coram Deo, before the face of God. Those laboring in the 

church and those laboring anywhere else have the potential to worship God in their work. It’s not the nature of our work, 

it’s the faith with which we work that matters. 

  I heard about a Methodist preacher (I have to use Methodists because they have bishops to supervise them) who was in 

his office one day and looked out the back window and there was Jesus standing there in the flesh! It scared this 

Methodist preacher and he didn’t know what to do, so he called up the bishop and said, “Bishop. You’re not going to 

believe this, but Jesus is standing outside my office window and he’s looking at me! What should I do?” The bishop said, 

“Look busy!”  

  Isn’t that what you do when the boss walks by? You work harder, look a little busier. God is always watching. That’s 

why we must be consistent and live for eternity, seeking to please Him. As John Stott (picture) said, “The way to be a 

Christian employee is to always imagine that you are working for Jesus instead of your boss. It is possible for the 

housewife to cook a meal as if Jesus Christ were going to eat it or to spring clean the house as if Jesus Christ were going 

to be the honored guest. It is possible for teachers to educate children for doctors to treat patients for nurses to care for 

patients for lawyers to have clients for shop assistants to have customers for accountants to audit books and secretaries 

to type letters as if in every case they were serving Jesus Christ.”  

  So when you get up and go to work this week, what kind of difference would it make in your job if when you arrive at 

your workplace and you said to yourself, “Today I’m going to work for Jesus”? I’m going to treat my boss as if my boss 

is Jesus. I’m going to treat my company as if my company belongs to Jesus.” Your boss may not even be a Christian, 

your workplace may not be a faith-based one but your attitude can be, “I want to serve my Heavenly Father in my 

situation.” It will make all the difference in the world and in eternity. 

 

4. Neither work or pleasure are to be our source of significance. Violet Asquith was once sitting next to Winston 

Churchill (picture) at a dinner party. She said that he sat there for a long time and said very little. She reported that he 

seemed to be in deep thought. Then he became aware of his environment and began to recognize that she was there. At 

that point, he turned and asked her how old she was. She told him that she was 19 years of age. He told her that he was 

32 years old. Then he said, "Curse ruthless time! Curse our mortality. How cruelly short is the allotted span for all we 

must cram into it!" He then went on to speak at length about the shortness of life and ended by saying, "We are all 

worms. But I do believe that I am a glowworm.” But isn’t even a glowworm, still just a worm?  

  When’s the last time you met someone and the conversation went like this: What’s your name? Where do you live? 

And right after our name or where we live, what do we go to? “What do you do for a living?” Our job – our work is our 

identity. 

  On top of that, we create a pecking order. If you have a job where your hands don’t get dirty, you’re way up here. If 

you have a job that puts lots of zeroes on your paycheck, you’re way up here.  Or if you have a job – even if it’s not that 

much money, but if there are a lot of letters after your name – you know, PhD, or Th-something, or Ed-something, or 

MBA. But if you have a job where you get your hands dirty, then you’re not as significant. Our work becomes the 

estimation of our significance.  

  We do this with our kids and grandkids. We get proud of what they do, not who they are. Imagine the response, “what’s 

your son doing these days?” “He’s been with McDonald’s 20 years.” “In management?” “No, he works the fryer.” But 

what if God called you to work at McDonald’s. There are a lot of people who work at McDonald’s who need to see a 

real Christian and hear the Gospel.  

  Or, what if God called you to be a stay-at-home Mom? You chose to go without to have more time with your children. 

I’ve never met anyone who influenced their children with the gospel and saw them living as adults for Jesus who 

regretted it. Yet, I’ve met lots of big successes who poured themselves into their career, but now would give anything if 

their children would just mention Jesus in something other than a swear word.  

  We attempt to find significance in our houses, toys, or vacations. No one brags about a “stay-cation” even if it provided 

special time with their family. Ever noticed the shocked look you get when you tell people you drove instead of flew? 

We just got back from Florida. I don’t know how many times someone was shocked that we drove to Florida.  

  The point is this. Since this world and universe move according to God’s command for His glory, we’re not the center. 

Living Coram Deo means living with a practical God-focus and recognizing that nothing in our lives really belongs to 

us. It means caring about a greater glory than our own and living for a bigger pleasure than our own. It means living for 

eternity 

 

Conclusion: When we understand that as Christians we’re to live all of life Coram Deo, we see both work and pleasure 

from the right perspective. Let’s tie this up with Some Practical Implications that I hope God will use in your life to 

help you truly live and be aware of Coram Deo.  



  Look for fulfillment in the right place. Start looking for lasting satisfaction in that which has eternal significance. 

Realize only God can provide fulfillment. Make a strong relationship with Him your top priority. 

  Give yourself permission. Don’t feel guilty about enjoying the blessings God gives you. Denying yourself enjoyment 

doesn’t make you spiritual. Remember God Himself is joyful and intends us to fully enjoy the gifts He gives. So go 

ahead, have fun, work hard, pursue interests, knowing that as long as you don’t engage in anything sinful, you can enjoy 

your pursuits. 

  Notice God’s gifts and thank Him for them. Make it a daily practice to thank God for each new day after you wake up. 

Throughout the day, keep a running list of specific things for which you’re grateful. Acknowledge basic blessings, such 

as sight, taste or smell.  

  Place the seasons of your life in God’s hands. Are you toward the end of your career? Enjoy it. Are you starting a 

family and career? Enjoy it. Are you retired? Enjoy it. Ask God for grace to keep your attitude in check.  

  Rather than battling the season you currently find yourself in, ask God what He wants to you to learn from it, and trust 

Him to give you the encouragement and strength you need. Know that while life is unpredictable, your faith in God will 

always stand. 

  Stay connected with other believers. God created us for community, Invest time and energy in relationships, which can 

give you much to enjoy. Pray about specific challenges in your relationships, trusting God to provide the solutions you 

need. 

  Use time wisely. Regularly remind yourself of how fragile this temporal life is and that every day is a gift from God. 

Don’t fall into the traps of being either lazy or driven, missing out on God’s best for you. Ask God to give you wisdom 

to use your time each day as He would have you to use it, according to His purposes for your life. 

  Pursue contentment. Ask God to help you be content with your job, your leisure and other situations in your life. True 

contentment doesn’t depend on external circumstances, but on internal peace that only God can give. Trust God to do 

what’s best for you at all times and in all situations. 

  Trust that God will even redeem your mistakes. Expect that, just like all imperfect people living in a fallen world, 

you’ll blow it. Also expect that God will right what you’ve wronged if you ask Him to.  

  Be God’s faithful manager of your body, mind, and spirit. Recognize that you’ll enjoy life much more if you’re 

healthy physically, mentally and spiritually. Eat wisely, get enough rest, constantly seek to learn something new, and 

stay close to your Heavenly Father.   

  The bottom line is this, whether we’re aware of it or not, even if we don’t like it – we all are living Coram Deo, “before 

the face of God.” You are where you are by divine assignment. God wants you to worship Him in your work and enjoy 

the many pleasures He has created for you in this wonderful world. So this week begin each day with: "God, go with me 

today and keep me conscious of your presence. Encourage my heart when I tend to despair, and humble me when I tend 

to boast. O God, give me the grace to obey Your commandments, which I know are all summed up in this, to love you 

with my all and my neighbor as myself. Amen." 

 


