
Without God’s GPS, you’re just lost                                       2 Timothy 2:15 

 

Censorship. It’s an ugly word. Recently, a book that was labeled as “offensive,” was purged from the Biloxi, Mississippi 

school district junior-high reading list. The offending book, To Kill a Mockingbird (picture). School authorities pulled 

the novel because some of the book's language “makes people uncomfortable.” If you’ve never read it, you need to read 

To Kill a Mockingbird. At the very least, watch the movie with Gregory Peck. Published in 1960, the Pulitzer Prize-

winning novel by Harper Lee deals with racial inequality in a small Alabama town. 

  But you and I know a Book that’s much more offensive. Hopefully, you brought yours this morning. But the Bible is 

not to just sit on a shelf. It’s not to just be acknowledged as a great Book. It’s to be read. It’s to be studied. It’s to be 

meditated on. It’s God’s GPS system and Without God’s GPS, you’re just lost. Please turn to 2 Timothy 2:15 (p. 995).  

  If you have financial problems, the Bible is your best source of financial wisdom. If you have marital problems, the 

Bible is your best counselor. If you have family issues, there is no better resource. Do you want friends? The Bible is 

your guide. Do you struggle with a sinful habit? The Bible has the answer. In fact, name any issue, any problem, and the 

Bible is your absolute best resource.  

  Studies show that the most important habit that you need to have a healthy Christian life is to consistently read your 

Bible. It’s more important than coming to church, prayer, serving, giving, etc. If you want to be different, if you want to 

have your life, attitude and worldview changed, you must faithfully read and study God’s Word. Nothing else will make 

as big of a difference in your life. And that’s what we want to talk about today. Because we need to stop talking about 

reading God’s Word and just start doing it! If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. There are some needed cautions about using the Bible. Medicine comes with warning a label. Many products that 

you purchase come with a warning label. Some of them are just silly.  

 On the side of a baby stroller box (picture), there was this warning: “Remove child before folding.” 

 On a cardboard sun shield, there was this sentence: “Don’t drive with sun shield in place.” 

 On a toilet bowl cleaning brush box, “Not for oral use.” 

 I love this one taken from the instruction manual for a chainsaw: “Do not attempt to stop the blade with your 

hand.” 

  But the reason these kind of labels exist is because manufacturers produced a product they thought was pretty 

straightforward, but along the way something went wrong. Someone used the product in a way in which it wasn’t 

intended, which led to an injury, and probably a lawsuit. So the manufacturers decided to protect themselves they needed 

a warning label. 

  Many Christ-followers have similar troubles when it comes to personal Bible Study. They don’t know how to use 

God’s Word properly. It’s not a recent problem. It’s mentioned in the New Testament in the form of what you might call 

a “caution label.” The Apostle Paul warned a young pastor named Timothy to “rightly handle the word of truth.” Even 

in the early church there were those who were using the Scriptures improperly.  

  God’s Word is a GPS for our lives but that doesn’t do us any good unless we know how to use the Bible correctly. I 

like how Paul Powell (picture), one time Dean of the George W. Truett Theological Seminary puts it, “As a watch is our 

authority on time, as a compass is our authority on directions, as a dictionary is our authority on definitions, so the 

Bible is our authority on what to believe and how to live.” 

  The Bible is a Book of eternal truth. Other books come and go but the Bible remains timeless. It’s never out of date.  As 

it says in 1 Peter 1:24-25, “for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the 

flower falls, but the Word of the Lord remains forever.” Our understanding of this eternal Book is indispensable to our 

spiritual growth. The Bible itself says so. 1 Peter 2:2 and Hebrews 5:14 remind us that God’s Word is the “milk” and 

“meat” helping us to grow spiritually. Psalm 119:105 says it’s a “lamp” to guide us down the pathways of life. James 

1:23 says the Bible is a “mirror” in which we can see our true selves. Hebrews 4:12 says it is a “surgeon’s scalpel” that 

lays bare and analyzes our deepest being and Ephesians 6:17 says it’s a “sword” with which we defend ourselves against 

our Enemy. The Bible is all of this and so much more! But there are some warning labels.  

  Reading the Bible is not a one time thing. This is a disappointment to many of us. We want spiritual maturity, but we 

want it fast. We want it to be convenient. Since there’s an app for just about anything these days, there must be one for 

spiritual growth. We think spiritual growth should be something we can do easily and quickly and check it off our to-do 

lists so we can move on to other things. There’s no such thing as quick godliness. Spiritual maturity is the result of a 

commitment to an ongoing process that’s never complete this side of eternity. Studying God’s Word will take you all of 

your life to help you grow to be more and more like Jesus. 

  Reading the Bible is not a yardstick of spiritual maturity. I’ve met many people who believe they’re spiritual because 

they read their Bible every day. They get into a sort of spiritual pride thing because they feel they’re more faithful in 



their devotions than others. When we fall into this way of thinking we have a problem because we’re defining how good 

of a Christian we are by how good we are at doing. When this happens, reading the Bible becomes an end in itself rather 

than a means to an end.  

  Reading God’s Word is to life what practice is to a basketball game. Once the game starts basketball players don’t get 

bonus points for the number of free throws they shot in practice. The only reason they practice these shots is to be able to 

make them during the game. We spend time in the Bible to help train ourselves to react righteously in the game of life 

like Jesus would. The real barometer of our spiritual maturity is not in what we do or know, but instead in how we think 

and live.  

 

2. The purpose for reading your Bible is to help you be more like Jesus. Before I open my Bible for my personal 

devotions, I pray and ask the Lord to show me the truth I need to bring about life change in my life.  

  The Bible is God’s love letter to us. Reading it helps us become closer to our Heavenly Father. It helps us know how 

much He loves us and then we love Him as we’re overwhelmed by His love for us. It helps us to develop a deep 

fellowship with Him. God yearns to be in a close relationship with us. 

 If you’re a parent who’s ever dropped a kid off at college or boot camp, you know what it feels like to miss your child—

to yearn to talk with them. You feel that parental “homesick-for-your-kid-ache” in your gut all the time. So bring that 

feeling up into your memory, feel it again for a moment, and magnify it an infinite number of times and you will begin to 

understand how God feels. Then, you’ll begin to see, the “amazing-grace-truth” is that our Heavenly Father yearns to 

fellowship with us, longs to share our moments and our days, wants to talk with us and guide us.  

  Jesus expressed this in Matthew 23 when He looked out across Jerusalem and said, “How often I have longed to gather 

your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” God wants to be in close 

relationship with you and you and you and you and me. Reading His love letter provides a way for this to happen. 

  If we truly want to move toward spiritual maturity—if we want to move toward Christlikeness—we must have a 

healthy diet of the Word of God. As David McKenna said, “Unless we read the Word of God, we cannot be instructed by 

the Spirit, and unless we are instructed by the Spirit, we cannot become godly and effective servants. To put it another 

way, loving the Word, learning from the Word, and living out the Word are interlocked in God's plan for our spiritual 

growth.”   

  The word “disciple” means “student.” A student is someone who studies. As disciples of Jesus Christ, the focus of our 

study or our textbook is the Bible. It’s what the Apostle Paul was saying when he wrote in 2 Timothy 3:17 that we must 

study the Bible if we’re going to be “equipped for every good work.” So how do we study the Bible correctly? How do 

we “rightly handle the Word of Truth?” 

  a. You must have the right tools. The main tool you need of course is a Bible. More specifically, you need one written 

in language that’s not only an accurate translation of the original Greek or Hebrew, but One that’s also easy to 

understand.  

  These days we’re blessed to have several good Bible translations (picture) to choose from. I’ve found it’s best in my 

personal study to have a couple of different versions handy, a good literal translation and a good paraphrase. I like using 

the English Standard Version. Probably, the most literal—the most accurate version available is the New American 

Standard Version, though it doesn’t flow well for daily reading. My favorite paraphrase is The Amplified Bible. I also 

like The New Testament in Modern English by J. B. Phillips. Phillips put the Scriptures in easy to understand words and 

phrases without straying from the literal meaning of the text.  

  So there are several good translations: King James Version, New King James Version, New International Version, New 

American Standard Version or the English Standard Version. Pick one or more, and use them in your study of God’s 

Word.  

  Sadly, some believers give up on reading God’s Word because they use only the King James Version. That was the best 

translation available back in the 17th century. Even today it has a beauty and a rhythm not found in other versions. Paul 

Powell says the KJV is “…the most beautiful translation ever made…” and I’d have to agree. Some passages just don’t 

sound quite right to me in any other version than the KJV, like the Lord’s Prayer or the narrative of Christ’s birth in 

Luke 2.  

  But the KJV feels a bit like reading one of Shakespeare’s plays and that’s the problem with it. It was written when 

people spoke like Shakespeare wrote. It was translated into English 400 years ago in 1611, which makes it hard to 

understand today. It’s called the “King James Version” because King James the I of England was the ruler who 

commanded that the Bible should be translated into the common language of the people who lived then. The KJV 

doesn’t use the words people use today which makes it hard to follow in several places. For example, we’d never say, 

“suffer the little children to come to Me…” because today the word “suffer” means to cause hurt. Four centuries ago 

common people used that word to mean, “allow.” 



  b. A second item to have in your “Bible study tool belt” to help you study it correctly is a good concordance. There 

will be times when you need to find a verse dealing with a certain subject. A concordance lists all the words that appear 

in the Bible and where they can be found. This used to be a difficult tool to have handy because the concordance in the 

back of your Bible is so limited. Concordances were huge.  

  But these days thanks to the Internet, you can have an exhaustive concordance that’s not exhausting. I have one on my 

computer and on my I-phone. It’s easily accessible to help me as I study God’s Word.  

  c. Another important tool is a good commentary. Just be sure it’s written by someone who has a healthy respect for 

God’s Word. Personally, I like the Bible Knowledge Commentaries on the Old and New Testaments. John MacArthur’s 

commentaries are good and so are the InterVarsity ones.   

  Some find that a notebook or a journal is helpful to use in writing down thoughts as you read the Bible…your 

observations, questions or prayers that come as a result of your study. As Dawson Trotman (picture), the founder of the 

Navigators, once put it, “Thoughts disentangle themselves when they pass over the lips and through the fingertips.” In 

any case, to study this Book of books correctly, you need to use the right tools. 

 

3. For reading your Bible to help you be more like Jesus, you must have the right attitude. Without question the sin 

that we all struggle with, that’s the most enticing is pride. It’s tempting to fall into the prideful habit of reading Scripture 

to appear spiritual. Bible reading is most effective when we don’t do it to be seen by anyone but God. Your personal 

devotions should be primarily a secret practice.  

  Some make another mistake in reading the Bible. They embrace the attitude that we read the Bible to amass 

information. Reading your Bible is not about “education.” The main reason we study this Book is for transformation! If 

your personal Bible study isn’t making you more humble, kinder, more positive, more gracious, and more selfless—if 

it’s not making you more like Jesus…then something is wrong. It’s probably your attitude. We read from—we study—

we memorize the words of this Book in order that we become mature, Christlike people. 

  When Rembrandt's famous painting, The Night Watch (picture) was restored and returned to Amsterdam's 

Rijksmuseum, the curators performed a simple, yet remarkable experiment. They asked visitors to submit questions 

about the painting. The curators then prepared answers to over 50 questions, ranking the questions according to 

popularity. Some questions focused on issues which curators usually don’t like to include: How much does the painting 

cost? Has this painting ever been forged? Are there mistakes in the painting? Other questions focused on traditional 

artistic issues: Why did Rembrandt paint it? Who were the people in the painting? What techniques did Rembrandt 

pioneer in the particular work?  

  In a room next to the gallery which held the painting, the curators papered the walls with these questions (and answers). 

Visitors had to pass through this room before entering the gallery.  

  The wonderful outcome was that the average length of time people spent viewing the painting increased from 6 minutes 

to over half an hour. Visitors alternated between reading questions and answers, and examining the painting. They said 

that the questions encouraged them to look longer, to look closer, and to remember more. The questions helped them 

create richer ideas about the painting and to see the painting in new ways.  

  That’s how we’re to read God’s Word. We need to spend time, really thinking through what it says. We do that, not so 

that we have the right answers. We study the Bible to become more like Jesus.  

  We need to cherish God’s Word and study it, allowing it to correct our thinking and transform us to be more like Jesus. 

Since we live in a fallen culture, our minds and hearts are cluttered with false beliefs and attitudes, deadly feelings, 

misguided plans and hopes and fears. Because of this, as James says, we must “purify our hearts” (4:8). The Bible can 

do this if we let it. It’s what Paul was alluding to in Ephesians 5:27 when he talked about Christians being, “made holy, 

cleansed by the washing with water through the Word [of God].” We must have the right attitude as we study the Bible. 

We must admit our need to be changed and renewed by its truth. 

 

4. For reading your Bible to help you be more like Jesus, you must have the right Teacher. Before you begin 

reading the Scriptures take a moment to ask God to speak to you. As you study, anticipate that He’ll do exactly that—

because Jesus promised that He would. In John 16:13 He said, “The Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth.”  

  One thing that distinguishes the Bible from all other books is the fact that if you’re a Christian, you have the Spirit of 

the Author of this book living within you. As you read the Bible, you can count on the Holy Spirit—to speak to you and 

explain things to you—to tutor you. As you study, learn to pray with the Psalmist to God, “Open my eyes that I may see 

wonderful things in Your law” (Psalm 119:105) Remember Bible study is not just getting to know the Word of God as 

much as it is getting to know the God of the Word!  

 



5. For reading your Bible to help you be more like Jesus, you must have the right method. There are several things 

to remember that will help us to do this. First of all, don’t take verses out of context. Read what went before and after a 

verse. For example, many are quick to quote Ephesians 5:25, which says, “Wives, submit to your husbands” as a proof-

text that husbands are to dominate over their spouses. But doing so ignores verse 21, which says that husbands and wives 

should, “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  

  To properly understand Scripture we must read all of it—not pick and choose verses or phrases out of context to 

support our opinions. It helps to consider the historical situation and culture in which certain texts were written. Doing so 

helps us to glean the principle that we’re to apply to our lives today. This is where a good commentary can come in 

handy. 

  Another thing, don’t just pick the Bible up and start reading from Genesis. Most people who do that quit by the time 

they get half way through Leviticus. Adopt a read-your-Bible-through plan that allows you to read it in a balanced way. 

We have One Year Bibles that will give you a portion of the Old Testament and a portion in the New Testament every 

day, along with small parts of Psalms and Proverbs. By doing your daily assignment of about 10 minutes of reading each 

day you can finish reading in one year.  

  But let me encourage you to take more than 10 minutes whenever you read. Don’t just skim the surface of Scripture, 

take time to absorb the truth. Take your time in your daily reading. This is the Living Word of God. If you let it—it will 

reach off the page and touch your life in a tangible way—but only if you take the time to let it do that. Remember 

success in Bible study is not measured by the number of verses you read. The goal is not to get through the Scriptures, 

but for the Scriptures to get through us. 

  So—read slowly—meditate on it—and as you do ask God, “What do You want to say to me here?” Meditation is an 

important spiritual habit. It’s an essential tool in shaping us into Christlikeness. Psalm 119 advises us to meditate on the 

God’s Word day and night. This suggests that we take portions of Scripture and dwell on them until their truth dwells in 

us. Meditation is one way we can discipline ourselves to slow down and let the wisdom of the Bible soak into our minds 

and hearts.  

  So here’s a suggestion on how to meditate on Scripture. Choose a single verse—one “thought from the Bible that you’ll 

live with for one entire day or week. You could use our weekly Sword Challenge for this.  

  Take for example, Psalm 46:10 where God says: “Be still, and know that I am God.” For one day, decide to live with 

these words. Think about them all day long. You can tell yourself something like this: “Today, as best I can, I am going 

to be still. Today before I make decisions, I’ll try to listen for God’s voice. Today I’m not going to be tossed around by 

anxiety or anger. I’ll take those feelings as prompts from the Spirit to listen first. In each of these situations, I’ll ask God, 

‘How would you like me to respond?’ I’ll live in stillness.” If you do this, you may learn that being still is a good thing 

because it’s a discipline that reminds you that the Lord really is God. 

  One more bit of wisdom when it comes to correctly handling the Word… 

 

6. For reading your Bible to help you be more like Jesus, you must use the Bible in the right way. In our study of 

God’s Word, we must move beyond the question, “What does it mean?” to asking, “What does it mean to me?” Then, 

we must apply the truth of God’s word to our lives. This is where Bible study becomes a little less comfortable because 

we have to actually practice the things we read which involves changing the way we live and giving up sinful habits and 

thoughts. We may not like this but Bible study is incomplete and pointless unless we apply its truth to our lives, unless 

we adjust our lives in obedience to God’s teaching. As James 1:22 warns us: “Do not merely listen to the Word, and so 

deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks 

at his face in a mirror and after looking at himself, goes away immediately and forgets what he looks like. But the man 

who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard but 

doing it…he will be blessed in what he does.” For Bible study to benefit us, we have to apply it’s truths to our lives.  

  God wants you to read His Word. I hope that today you’ll commit or re-commit to personal Bible study, to reading His 

Word daily. Maybe even pray right now and quietly commit in your heart to do that very thing.  

 

Conclusion: It is my prayer and aim that each person in our church family would become a mature man or woman of 

God through knowing experientially the Word of God. That’s our purpose at Grace…to glorify our Heavenly Father 

by continually making more disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  Each of us needs to let God’s Word confront our own selfishness, pride, anger, lust, greed, and abusive speech. We 

need to let the Word correct us and keep us on the path of righteous living in this wicked world. Then we can use 

Scripture, as God has used it in our lives to share the Gospel with the lost around us and minister in Jesus’ Name to our 

brothers and sisters.  



  Dr. Harry Ironside (picture), a great Bible teacher of another day, told of visiting a godly Irishman, Andrew Frazer, 

who had come to California to recover from tuberculosis. The old man could barely speak because his lungs were almost 

gone. But he opened his worn Bible and, until his strength was gone, he simply, sweetly opened up truth after truth in a 

way that Ironside had never heard before. Before he knew it, Ironside had tears running down his cheeks. He asked 

Frazer, “Where did you get all these things? Could you tell me where I could find a book that would open them up to 

me? Did you learn these things in some seminary or college?”  

  Andrew Frazer answered, “My dear young man, I learned these things on my knees on the mud floor of a little sod 

cottage in the north of Ireland. There with my Bible open before me, I used to kneel for hours at a time, and ask the Spirit 

of God to reveal Christ to my soul and to open the Word to my heart. He taught me more on my knees on that mud floor 

than I ever could have learned in all the seminaries or colleges in the world.”  

  Do you own a Bible? Do you read it? Do you use it to teach you about God and godly living? It’s the only reliable book 

that tells you how to invest your life. It’s useful and sufficient for all of life and godliness. I strongly urge you to start 

today…to consistently read, study, memorize, and meditate on God’s Love Letter to you.   

  If you’re here this morning and you do not know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, the Scriptures are “able to give 

you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (3:15). Read the Gospel of John and ask 

God to impart His gift of eternal life to you. Jesus promised (John 5:24), “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My 

word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 

life.” 

 

 


