
Remember what God has done!                                                 Joshua 4:1-10 

 

  Before we begin the message this morning, please stand up if… 

 

 If this is the only church you have ever known or if you have attended here basically all of your life.  

 If you raised your family in this church.  

 If you dedicated one or more of your children in this church.  

 If you got married while you were at this church.  

 If you buried a loved one while here. 

 If you made some major spiritual decisions here. And I’ve saved the best for last… 

 If you got saved here. 

 If you were baptized here.  

 

This morning we want to talk about memories and memorials. Some of you may have been there but outside of Atlanta, 

Georgia you’ll find the largest high relief sculpture in the world. It was one of the local sites that I’d often visit growing 

up, Stone Mountain. On the side of that mountain of granite are carved the images of Confederate leaders Robert E. Lee, 

Stonewall Jackson, and Jefferson Davis (picture). The entire carved surface measures three-acres, larger than a football 

field. The carving of these three men towers 400 feet above the ground, measures 90 by 190 feet, and is recessed 42 feet 

into the mountain. I remember watching it being worked on as a youngster. Obviously today, this Confederate memorial 

is a source of contention. Memorials compel us though to look a little longer, to come closer, to investigate their origin, 

and ask: Why are they here?  

  Some years ago our family had the opportunity to visit Mt. Rushmore (picture). Those four famous faces carved into 

the mountain quickly catch your attention. The 60-foot-tall profiles of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore 

Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln represent the first 150 years of America’s history. They too compel us to look a little 

longer, to come closer, to investigate their origin, and ask: Why are they here?   

  On a less spectacular side of the spectrum, innocuous little roadside signs appearing unexpectedly might not necessarily 

catch your eye. Almost invisible historical markers essentially blend into the background as we speed past in our cars, 

yet every memorial urges us to ask: What happened here? When? Why? Most importantly -- How is our life different 

today because of significant events memorialized by this sign? 

 Like most Americans, we quickly drive past historical markers without giving our ancestors’ story a second thought. 

 Maybe you’re one of the few who will pull off the road to read a historical sign. Most of us don’t stop and take the time 

to consider our history. I know that I rarely do.  

  Yet, we’re foolish if we fail to consider our spiritual history. It’s vital that we conscientiously consider the way God’s 

controlling events in the past affects our present life. This morning walk with me to a place in ancient Israel and let’s 

slowly walk to Gilgal. Please turn to Joshua 4:1-10 (p. 180).  

  We want to stop at this pile of twelve rocks just west of the Jordan River and prayerfully ponder what these stones 

mean as we consider how God’s actions in Israel’s life 3500 years ago affects as us Christians today. 

  First, we should ask, What happened? How did these twelve stones get here? These are twelve large stones, but not so 

large a man couldn’t carry one on his shoulder – which is exactly what one man from each of the twelve tribes of Israel 

is ordered to do as God miraculously leads His people through the flooding Jordan River into their promised land.    

  Rocks aren’t hard to find in the Holy Land. You can’t miss them, they’re everywhere. There are huge stones and 

boulders. Smaller rocks and pebbles fill the streams. And not just rocks but piles of stones, just like the one described in 

Joshua 4.  

  After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the people of God have at last entered the Promised Land. Just as it took 

a miracle to get them out of Egypt, it took a miracle to get them into Canaan. Just as God parted the Red Sea for Moses, 

He parted the Jordan River for Joshua. Both miracles happened so that each generation would know the Lord was with 

them in their time of need. The Red Sea miracle met the need of the older generation; the Jordan River miracle met the 

need of the younger one…and the same God performed both miracles.  

  Joshua 3 tells us that the Jordan was at flood stage, which meant it was far too deep and too swift for several million 

Jews and their livestock to safely cross over. So this is how it happened. Joshua told the priests to lift the Ark of the 

Covenant on their shoulder and step out into the water. The moment their feet touched the swirling muddy water, the 

river stopped flowing and the ground beneath their feet dried up. The whole nation passed in front of the priests and the 

Ark, crossing on dry ground into the Promised Land. 



  It was a mighty miracle of God—a moment to be remembered forever. But God knew that even mighty miracles will be 

forgotten unless we do something to remember them, so He had Joshua instruct 12 men—one from each tribe—to take a 

large stone from the middle of the riverbed. Each man was to take one large stone, put it on his shoulder, and carry it to 

the place where the Israelites would camp that night—a place called Gilgal. As soon as the men had carried the stones 

from the Jordan River, the priests followed them. And the moment the priests stepped on the west bank, the water started 

flowing again. 

  When the men got to Gilgal, Joshua had them build a monument—a memorial—from those 12 stones. He had two 

things in mind: First, it was a teaching tool for future generations. Joshua knew that their children would look at that pile 

of rocks and ask, “What’s this all about?” And their fathers would say, “Those stones came from the Jordan River on the 

day God did a miracle so our people could walk across on dry ground.”   

  Second, it was a testimony to the watching world. “He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the 

hand of the LORD is powerful.” Those 12 stones reminded the nation of what God had done. They testified of God’s 

faithfulness in the past so that future generations would know that they too could trust the Lord. When pagans saw those 

stones, they would know that the God of Israel was a mighty God. 

  At this point in our church’s history, there are lessons for us here as well. We have a sacred responsibility to take the 

truth of God and see that it’s passed on to the next generation. Psalm 102:18 says, “Let this be written for a future 

generation, that a people not yet created may praise the LORD.” Those who are older have a special obligation to pass 

on the stories of what God did for them. “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare Your 

power to the next generation, Your might to all who are to come” (Psalm 71:18).  

  As Joshua makes clear, parents have the first responsibility to teach their children—and not just parents in general, but 

fathers in particular. God holds us accountable for the spiritual development of our children. Our sons and daughters look 

to us for answers.  

  When they ask you, “What do these stones mean?” what will you say? Each church is just one generation from 

extinction. Every church is only one generation away from closing. If we don’t pass along our faith to the next 

generation, we’ve failed at our most important task. We must tell them what God has done for us. Then, we must tell 

them again and again until the stories are tattooed on their souls. Tell your children how God answered your prayers in 

times of trouble. Tell them how Jesus rescued you from a life of sin. Tell them how you saw God do amazing things—

tell the stories and then tell them again. Every generation needs its own stories.  

  In ancient Israel the older generation had the Red Sea, the younger generation had the Jordan River. Joshua wasn’t 

concerned about his generation—they’d seen the mighty works of God. Though he was well past middle age, he was 

looking to the future, thinking about the legacy of faith he would pass on to the next generation. 

  We come today to do much the same thing that Joshua and his people did 3,500 years ago. And we have stones and 

blocks, too. During the fall many of us watched with fascination as the stonemasons worked. Each day, slowly, carefully, 

with painstaking precision, they found the right blocks and stones, and placed them one upon the other so that in the end, 

our new building was formed. It wasn’t just construction, it was true craftsmanship.  

  There’s much we can learn from this pile of stones at Gilgal. We want to think about three ways these stones speak to 

us today. As we look at our own new block and stones, let’s answer the question, “What do these stones mean?” First, 

they are… 

 

1. They are stones of remembrance. If you read all of Joshua 4, you’ll discover there were actually two piles of stones. 

First, Joshua made a pile of twelve large stones in the middle of the riverbed—while it was still dry. After the flow of the 

river returned, the rock pile could be seen protruding from the surface of the water. In generations to come, people could 

see the pile of stones rising from the middle of the river and would know someone had to have stacked them up when the 

river was dry. It would help them remember God stopped the flow of the mighty Jordan.  

  Then, they took another twelve stones, one for each tribe and carried them to their camp at Gilgal. They stacked them 

up in a way to make a site people could return to and recognize. When children of future generations asked, “What do 

these stones mean?” Parents and grandparents could use both rock piles as a teaching tool to help the children remember 

God had demonstrated His mighty power on their behalf.  

  Each of us has stones of remembrance we need to stack up. When spiritually significant things happen in our lives, we 

often call them milestones. Henry Blackaby (picture) calls them “spiritual markers.” A spiritual marker is a time in 

your life when you know God has revealed His presence and power in your life. It’s helpful to keep a record of them. By 

remembering them, you can understand how God is working in the present.  

  The reason we need these reminders is obvious. We tend to forget God’s faithfulness. We all suffer from various levels 

of spiritual amnesia.  



  A lady in her sixties never had any kids, so she went to her doctor and asked if he would help her with in-vitro 

fertilization. He said, "You're a little old, but I guess we could give it a try." A few months later she got pregnant and had 

a baby. She invited her friends over to see the baby. They all very anxious to see the baby boy. The new mother said, 

"why don't we just talk awhile." As time went on, her friends asked again and again where is the baby... She said, "We 

never get a chance to talk. This is our chance to catch up!" Finally, they insisted on seeing him. She said, "Well, we'll 

just have to wait until he cries before you all can see him." The women were puzzled. And she said, "I don't remember 

where I put him." 

  All of us sometimes forget. It’s why we have calendars, handheld organizers, or tie strings around our fingers. The 

meaning of these stones of remembrance is simple: GOD IS ABLE ________! You can fill in your own end to that 

statement. For the Jews at Gilgal, it was God is able to get us across a river of impossibility. For Abraham it was God is 

able to give us a child when we’re long past childbearing age. For Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego it was God is able 

to deliver us from the fiery furnace. For Daniel it was God is able to shut the mouths of hungry lions.  

  For some of you it’s God is able to free me from a sinful habit; or God is able to heal our marriage; or God is able to 

take care of us financially. We must not forget the blessings of the past. They serve as powerful reminders that whatever 

we face now or in the future: GOD IS ABLE!  

  As a church we’re on the threshold of a new chapter of ministry and opportunity. I nearly get goosebumps as I think 

about occupying our new building. We must not forget all of the wonderful blessings God has poured out on us since we 

began meeting in this building during the past sixty years. God has been faithful to us in so many wonderful ways. It 

would be wrong for us to vacate this building without pausing and saying, “Thank you, Lord!” For the Joshua 

generation, and for us, these stones are also… 

 

2. They are stones of renewal. When Joshua set up the stones they weren’t finished. They were only getting started. 

They still faced the daunting challenge of attacking Jericho, the most heavily fortified city of the ancient world. There 

were seven kingdoms occupying Canaan that must be conquered before the land is theirs. The pile of stones at Gilgal 

demonstrated that Joshua and the people of God were willing to follow God’s plan. Because they recognized God had 

been faithful to them in the past, they were willing to set up these stones as a way of saying, “God, we trust you with our 

future.” They were renewing their commitment to God. So there’s another meaning in this rock pile. It’s that… 

  We must trust and obey Him! Some of you will remember that old song, Trust and Obey.  

  When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

  Those are great words! Think about it–an excellent summary of the Christian life is found in that chorus: Trust and 

obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey. Are you willing to renew your commitment to 

trust God and to obey Him? Good memories of God’s goodness motivate us to be faithful.  

  Memories of God’s past faithfulness remind us of God’s love for us and this should cause us love Him more and to 

want to be more faithful. God has a great task for our church. Each of us must renew our commitment to serve Him. It’s 

time to stop being a spectator and become a servant.  

  Jesus is our example. Remember when He took on the task of a slave and washed His disciples’ feet? Are we willing to 

serve? In a family, everyone is vital. No task can be beneath us. 

  Let me share this powerful story that illustrates this. It’d been a long day on Capitol Hill for Senator John Stennis 

(picture). He was looking forward to a bit of relaxion when he got home. After parking his car, he began to walk toward 

his front door. Then it happened. Two men came out of the darkness, robbed him, and then shot him twice.  

  News of the shooting of Senator Stennis, the chairman of the powerful Armed Forces Committee, shocked Washington 

and the nation. For nearly seven hours, Senator Stennis was on the operating table at Walter Reed Hospital. Two hours 

later, another politician was driving home when he heard about the shooting. He turned his car around and drove to the 

hospital. At the hospital, he noticed that the staff was swamped and couldn’t keep up with all the calls about the Senator's 

condition. He spotted an unattended switchboard, sat down, and voluntarily went to work. He continued taking calls all 

night until the next morning. Sometime during that next day, he stood up, stretched, put on his overcoat, and just before 

leaving, introduced himself quietly to the other operator, "I'm Mark Hatfield. Happy to help out." Then Senator Mark 

Hatfield (picture) quietly walked out. The press could hardly handle it – there was no way that a conservative 

Republican would help a liberal Democrat, spending hours doing a menial task like answering the phone and be "happy 

to help out." 

  We’re in a spiritual war. We need “all hands on deck.” If you’re not a member of Grace, this would be a great time to 

join – all hands on deck. Some of you used to work in some area of ministry, but you’ve gone into what you think of as 



“spiritual retirement”–all hands on deck!! Some of you have never served – all hands on deck. God has called all of us to 

serve. God has gifted every believer to serve, so where are you serving the Lord? All hands on deck! These are stones of 

renewal.  

  There’s one other truth symbolized by theses stones. These stones carry a deep spiritual meaning for us today…these 

are… 

 

3. They are stones of resurrection. Notice again that Joshua set up the twelve stones at a place called Gilgal. That name 

is significant. Skip over to Joshua 5:9: Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 

from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. Gilgal means to “roll away” to “remove the shame.” What 

shame? For forty years, God’s people wandered in endless circles of spiritual mediocrity and defeat. The wilderness can 

represent a carnal Christian whose sinful, disobedient lifestyle brings shame to the name of Christ. The Jordan can 

represent a death of that lifestyle.  

  Dr. Alan Redpath (picture) writes, “Do you know what ‘Gilgal’ means? It means ‘the reproach has been rolled away.’ 

I want to say here that any believer, man, or woman, boy or girl, living in the wilderness of carnality and spiritual defeat 

and failure is a reproach to the holiness of God. But if we have crossed Jordan and established a bridgehead, the 

reproach has been rolled away, and Gilgal is a place of resurrection.”  

  Here’s the third exciting meaning of the stones at Gilgal…God can restore life to dead dreams. Gilgal represented a 

new start for a new generation. Forty years of spiritual defeat and failure have been rolled away. The fact they have this 

camp at Gilgal means that they’re now ready to follow the Lord wholeheartedly into the land He’s given them. The 

dream that had been dead for forty years was now resurrected.  

  Before you can have a resurrection, there must be a death. What died for Israel? The idea they could just stay in the 

desert–that dream had to die so God could give life to a new dream–His plan.  

  As a church and as individuals, we must first die to our own selfish plans and dreams. Only when we die to those, will 

we experience a resurrection of hopes and dreams–but this time, it will be God’s plan–not our own.  

  One of my favorite verses that I’ve loved since I was a teen is Galatians 2:20. It speaks of death and resurrection. “For 

I am crucified with Christ (death to my selfish plans), nevertheless I live (resurrection), yet not I but Christ lives in me.” 

Can you honestly say, like Paul, “I die daily?” Do you die to your own desires for sinful pleasure, for fame and 

recognition? Do you die to your lust for possessions and position?  

  These are stones of resurrection. They speak of the resurrection life of Jesus available for each of us. Fast-forward from 

Gilgal 1,400 years into the future. There’s another stone important to us. It’s clearly a stone of resurrection. Jesus was 

crucified for our sins. After spending three days in the heart of the earth, God raised Him from the dead. Mark 16:2-4: 

Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, 

“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” But when they looked up, they saw the stone, which was 

very large, had been rolled away.  

  This is the “Gilgal” of the New Testament. Not only was the shame “rolled away” but also the stone was “rolled away.” 

All the shame of death and sin was erased as Jesus came forth from the grave. The message of that first Easter is the 

same message today. The women went back with this message: He is Risen! The stone wasn’t rolled away for Jesus to 

walk out–the stone was rolled away so all the world could look in.  

  The cross and empty tomb become our Gilgal. Isaac Watts (picture) said it well, “At the cross; at the cross where I 

first saw the light, and the burden of my heart rolled away (Gilgal), it was there by faith I received my sight and now I 

am happy all the day!”  

  

Conclusion: Grace Church, we’re at our point of crossing. Next Sunday we’ll enter together our much-hoped-for dream, 

which has been planted in our hearts by the mutual leading of the Lord and our growing needs as a body of Christ. Let’s 

tie this up with three statements that are about our new building of stone and block. What do these stones mean to us?  

  It’s all about God. Seeing that rock pile and hearing the story, the people of Israel would know clearly that they had not 

crossed Jordan on their own. Those stones cried out, "God did this! By His hand we have forded this river. By His power 

and faithfulness we’ve accomplished this!" May we always remember, “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders 

labor over it in vain” (Ps. 127:1). May we always remember, it’s not us but God. “Not by strength or by might, but by 

My Spirit," says the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). From start to finish, from every dollar given to every brick laid, let God 

be all in this place! 

  We have a Gospel outreach purpose. Joshua told Israel the stones would serve as a reminder that “all the people of the 

earth may know that the Lord's hand is mighty, and so that you may always fear the Lord your God." Let no one be 

confused. We have no mission here but the Great Commission. These buildings aren't memorials to us, but to Him! We 

exist to know God and make Him known. Our building is a tool for God's glory and the Gospel's advance. 



  We must change if we want to go with God. The stones out of Jordan marked the movements of God among His 

people. They testified of the people’s willingness to leave what they’d known to go with God, to face challenges to their 

faith, to step into the water, to believe in what they could not see. 

  God has new territory for us as well, but there will be battles and difficulty. He’s promised us the victory if we 

surrender and trust Him. We can’t see what God has planned but we know He’s faithful. It's time to venture with God 

into His future for us.  

  It’s all about Jesus. It’s all about God and His glory! It’s all about a Gospel outreach purpose. It’s all about the 

challenge to change so that God can manifest His glory more fully in us and through us.  

 
 


