
Love stays the course                                                                    Luke 13:31-35 

Luke: Finding Jesus                                                                               Sermon 63 

 

Some cities will forever be linked to events that happened in those cities. New York City (picture) will forever be 

associated with 9/11. Beijing (picture) will always be associated with the Tiananmen Square Uprising. Munich (picture) 

will be remembered for the deaths of Olympic athletes at the hands of terrorists. Boston (picture) is linked to the Tea 

Party. No one will ever forget the Great Chicago Fire (picture). New Orleans (picture) will long be associated with 

Hurricane Katrina and the ensuing flooding. Normandy (picture) and D-Day will always be linked. When we think of 

Berlin, we remember the Berlin Wall (picture). Jesus said that Jerusalem (picture) will always be associated with the 

killing of the prophets.  

  As we continue our series, Finding Jesus, please turn to Luke 13:31-35 (p. 873). In these verses we see God’s 

sovereign plan unfolding. God the Father is beginning to put all the pieces on the board. His plan is in motion. Herod 

conspires to kill Jesus. Jesus is steadily traveling to Jerusalem, toward the cross. But, the sad reality is that the Jews 

aren’t ready to repent. In their rebellion they’ll not turn to Christ. Everything is in place for the salvation of man, but man 

isn’t interested. 

  A theme of these verses is conflicting desires. There’s a Greek word that keeps popping up, thelei which means great 

desire. It appears three times: Herod desires to kill Jesus, “Herod (thelei) wants to kill you.” Jesus desires to rescue 

Jerusalem, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem…How often (thelei) would I have gathered your children together.” The Jews 

have no desire to turn to Jesus, “and you were not (thelei) willing!”  

  The Lord Jesus loved the city of Jerusalem. While we’re often apathetic or antagonistic toward the city, that’s not Jesus. 

New York City pastor, Tim Keller (picture), points out if Christians want to reach some of the most unreached people in 

the world, they must go to the cities. 40 years ago, less than 3% of the world’s population lived in cities. Today an 

estimated 8 million people make the move to a city every two months. If the we want to reach the next generation, 

business leaders, cultural influencers and the poor, then the Church must be in the cities because that’s where so many of 

them are living. The most unreached in the world today are in our cities. When they immigrate to the cities they break 

their family ties, they’re in a more pluralistic environment, and are much more open to the gospel than they ever would 

have been in their previous habitat. 

  Luke 13:31-35 shows us that nothing will deter Jesus from His mission in the city of Jerusalem. Even threats by a 

demagogue like Herod won’t hinder Him. While God wants to rescue and gather His people to Himself, they want no 

part of it. Yet, even their rejection can’t stop God’s plan.  

  As we read Jesus’ words in this passage, we can feel the depth of the love and compassion He had for His people. Jesus 

loved Jerusalem. He loved His people. It’s why He’s headed toward the cross – Love stays the course. Love drives Him 

forward on His mission. Love must drive us as well.  

  Somehow, we blow by this. God loves Burlington. God loves Waterford. Do we? Jesus’ love for His people permeates 

this passage. He wants us to have His same passion. Do we? If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.Because of His great love Jesus is not swayed by fear, “At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Him, 

‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you’.” Are you concerned about catching the flu? The mumps? Yet, there’s 

no vaccination for fear. It’s an epidemic. It will express itself through sweaty palms, tie your stomach up in knots, put a 

lump in your throat or take away your breath. It may cause your blood pressure to shoot up like a rocket or your courage 

to drop like a rock. It can cause blood flow to the extremities of the body to be hindered so that a person actually gets 

“cold feet.” It can cause cardiovascular muscles to react in such a way that heart failure is the result. You’re literally 

“scared to death.” 

  A group of Pharisees warn Jesus that Herod Antipas had put a price on His head. We don’t know their motive. If you 

read the literature, scholars’ opinions are all over the place. Motives are very difficult to judge. That’s because we have 

mixed motives.  

  For example, if I do something kind for someone, it might be that I want to be kind. Maybe though I want others to 

notice. I may hope I’ll be compensated. We must be careful judging someone else’s motives. These Pharisees may have 

been very sincere. Later, we know that two of them, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, publicly came out as disciples 

of Jesus.  

  We don’t know what their motive was; we do know what their message was – FEAR. Jesus’ reply shows though that 

He knew where He’s going and what He must accomplish in the sovereign will of God. He’s moving steadily toward the 

cross and won’t be deterred by the threats of Herod. His words, “finish My course,” “must,” and “it cannot be” show 

the divine necessity that propels Him. He doesn’t tremble in fear. He ministers with complete confidence and courage. 

His love for God and for us is fearless!  



  The text doesn’t tell us why Herod wanted to kill Jesus. It may have been guilt for beheading Jesus’ cousin and fellow 

preacher, John the Baptist. Maybe like his father, Herod the Great, who murdered the babies in Bethlehem, Antipas 

feared Jesus was a usurper and a threat to his throne. Perhaps it was Jesus’ popularity or that He was causing a stir which 

might cause problems with Rome. Though the threat was real, Jesus is fearless.  

  Fear is the greatest malady in the church. It contaminates us more than anything else. Fear always limits us from God’s 

will. How is fear limiting you? Where is fear keeping you from stepping out in faith? Is it keeping you from committing 

your life to Christ? Moving forward in faith? Is it hindering you from sharing the gospel? Is it keeping you from giving, 

or serving or becoming more involved? Maybe fear is keeping you from getting baptized or committing to this church as 

a member?  

  1 John 4:18 says, “Perfect love casts out all fear.” It’s why Jesus wasn’t afraid. He possessed a perfect love for us. He 

laughed in the face of the fear of death. And we don’t have to be afraid because of His perfect love for us, and as we love 

Him, we too can be free from fear. When you’re carrying your cross, you can laugh at any other threat, too. 

  William Barclay recounts the story of Hugh Latimer (picture), bishop of Worcester (Woo-ster) who promoted the 

cause of the Reformation in the time of King Henry. One Sunday Latimer was preaching in Westminster Abbey when 

King Henry was in the congregation. In the pulpit Latimer mused, “Latimer! Latimer! Latimer! Be careful what you say. 

The King of England is here!” (It’s likely that someone actually said that to him before he entered the pulpit that day). 

But then he went on to say, “Latimer! Latimer! Latimer! Be careful what you say. The King of Kings is here.” Do you 

have a Herod in your life? Have no fear! The King of Kings is here!  

 

2. Because of His great love Jesus was honest not pragmatic. “And He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox’.” To call 

someone a “fox” is a usually compliment today. But not then. A king wanted to be thought of as a lion, not a fox. In that 

culture a fox was a very contemptible creature. It’d be like calling someone a weasel. Essentially, Jesus calls Herod a 

varmint. He has little time for Herod and certainly wasn’t intimidated by him. Later, when He stood trial before Herod, 

Antipas wanted Jesus to do some miracle, but Jesus never even answers him.  

  Herod the fox did his foul deeds of darkness, like a fox hunting in the dark of night. Jesus is the light of the world and 

lived His life in the light. It’s significant, Herod is the only man recorded that Jesus treated with contempt.  

  Politicians have always tried to use religious leaders for their own gain. Billy Graham (picture) admitted in his later 

years that he learned a hard lesson after the Watergate scandal exposed his cozy complicity with Nixon. In a 

“Christianity Today” interview he said, “Looking back I know I sometimes crossed the line, and I wouldn’t do that 

now.”  

  God has called us to reach the world, not advance a political agenda. As citizens of heaven, we must not become 

enmeshed with earthly politics. Both Democrats and Republicans need Jesus. That’s why when Jane and I were in D.C. 

last spring, we visited the offices of both of our Senators.  

  Periodically, I’m asked to pray at a public or civic event. Usually, they’ll have an honor guard or say the pledge or sing 

the national anthem. Sometimes they’ll ask me, “What’s the protocol?” And I respond, “God then country. Prayer should 

always precede the others.”  

  Personally, I’ve been grieved at some evangelicals who’ve fawned over our President. It’s true that we need to be the 

“friends of sinners.” Jesus was. But we dare not whitewash or rationalize sin. President Trump has a history of 

immorality, as many other Presidents have had. Don’t misunderstand me, Hillary Clinton is an evil woman. Her passion 

for abortion for any reason, at any point in a pregnancy is abominable. Both of them need Jesus. We must pray for our 

leaders as Scripture commands us to in 1 Timothy 2, but we are not their allies. Many of you know that I have many 

elected officials as my friends. It’s hard to share the gospel with an enemy, so I want to be their friend. They know that I 

care for and pray for them.   

  As believers, our first loyalty must be to King Jesus and His mission. We don’t want to alienate someone from the 

gospel because of our politics. Politics are temporal world stuff. Sharing the gospel is eternity focused.  

 

3. Because of His great love Jesus was confident that His Father was in control. “Behold, I cast out demons and 

perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 

tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.” Jesus isn’t afraid 

of danger. He followed a “divine timetable” and nothing could harm Him. He’s doing the will of God according to His 

Father’s schedule. It had been decreed from eternity that the Son of God would be crucified at Jerusalem at the Passover.  

  Even Herod couldn’t hinder the purposes of God. Quite the contrary, our Lord’s enemies only helped fulfill the will of 

God. “This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). 



  “Today and tomorrow, and the third day” was a common colloquial expression that referred to a short, definite period 

of time and the completion of a sequence of events. It might also be a reference to His resurrection from the dead. The 

point is that Herod could do nothing to Jesus and nothing could happen to Jesus until God allowed it.  

  Scripture clearly states that God has predestined us “according to His purpose, who works all things after the counsel 

of His will” (Eph. 1:11). My friend, nothing happens by chance or apart from God’s will; rather, God ordains everything 

that happens. As the psalmist proclaims, “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His sovereignty rules 

over all” (Ps. 103:19). Or as Augustine (picture) put it, “The will of God is the necessity of all things.” 

  But what about bad things? Does God ever say, “oops”? No. There are many other Scriptures that show that God is 

sovereign over everything, even over the evil deeds of Satan and of men, yet God remains pure and untainted by all evil. 

Satan had to get God’s permission to afflict Job. All the evil that he did was under God’s sovereignty. Neither the evil of 

Satan or the rebellion of sinners can thwart the sovereign plan of God. Herod’s threat to kill Jesus didn’t deter Jesus for 

one minute from doing what God had called Him to do. God is sovereign, even over evil, and yet He is not responsible 

for evil. The death of Christ did not mess up God’s plan; it fulfilled it. 

  Now I can’t totally wrap my brain around that. I have difficulty understanding how God is in control of evil. I don’t 

understand the shooting in Florida. Yet, even in that evil and much worse atrocities, Scripture teaches that God is in 

control. The Bible clearly teaches that God loves and shows compassion toward all people, even those who ultimately 

reject His offer of mercy. “‘As I live!’ declares the Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather 

that the wicked turn from his way and live’” (Ezek. 33:11). In our text, we see Jesus’ heart of compassion for the 

rebellious nation of Israel, which had repeatedly killed the prophets and stoned those whom God had sent to her.  

  Tony Evans (picture) shares this story: “Our God is sovereign. That means there’s no such thing as luck. Anything that 

happens to you, good or bad, must pass through His fingers first. There are no accidents with God. (Then he said.) I like 

the story of the cowboy who applied for health insurance. The agent routinely asked him, ‘Have you ever had any 

accidents?’ The cowboy replied, ‘Well no, I’ve not had any accidents. I was bitten by a rattlesnake once, and a horse did 

kick me in the ribs. That laid me up for a while, but I haven’t had any accidents.’ The agent said, ‘Wait a minute. I’m 

confused. A rattlesnake bit you, and a horse kicked you, Weren’t those accidents?’ ‘No, they did that on purpose.” God’s 

sovereignty is His complete and absolute control over all things. God has decreed all that’s ever happened or will happen 

and ultimately brings about all things that He’s purposed. 

  Do you regret decisions you’ve made? Did things not turn out the way you’d hoped? Do you feel stuck? Do you wish 

you’d done things differently? Even our blunders are not a surprise to God. He’s got it all under His control.   

  God in His sovereignty even overrides our sins. Maybe you really blew it. You feel like your sin has wrecked your life. 

Maybe you are suffering long-term consequences for a bad mistake. Remember there are no accidents with God. While 

God is not the author of sin and doesn’t tempt us to sin, but when we sin and bring consequences into our lives, God in 

His sovereignty can even work our failures and sins for our good and His glory! And my friend, if you get this, if you 

realize that there are no accidents with God, it’s so freeing! It will give you so much peace.  

  Tomorrow night Jane and I will board a plane for Taiwan for Aaron’s wedding. What if that plane should crash? The 

news will say that it was an accident. Don’t you believe it? If our plane should crash, it means that Jane and I had a 

divine appointment.  

 

4. Because of His great love Jesus was brokenhearted for the City. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 

prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” This passage could be dubbed Animal Planet because Jesus 

makes references to two different animals. He compared Herod to a fox, and now Jesus compares Himself to a mother 

hen. 

  How do you feel about birds? Specifically, how do you feel about sparrows (picture)? They’re fine, but they can be a 

little annoying. They irritate me because they’re continually putting their nests where I don’t want them to.  

  When we lived on Amanda Street, each year we’d get Jane hanging flowers on Mother’s Day to hang on the front 

porch. One spring, a sparrow built her nest right in the center of our hanging plant. Finally, the babies hatched and were 

nearly ready to fly the nest.  

  I’ll never forget it. It was a Saturday afternoon. We had a gully washer of a thunder storm. And then, one of the babies 

decided during the middle of the storm to try to fly. It ended up in the gutter on the street, caught in a torrent of water, 

about to go down the street drain. I’m watching all of this, and in the pouring rain, I run out to scoop up this baby 

sparrow. I’m soaked but I finally scoop it up and put it back in the nest. Why? Because I couldn’t bear to see it drown. 

And that’s the picture Jesus gives. It’s a scene of a hen and her baby chicks. It’d be a familiar one to an agricultural 

people like the Jews. The hen gathers her chicks when she sees danger is coming. The Pharisees told Jesus that He was in 

danger, when in reality, they were in danger.  



  The picture of being under God’s wings is a common one in Scripture. Psalm 91:4: “He will cover you with His 

feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge.” Tucked under His wings, the child of God finds safety and security. 

It’s not some sentimental image. It’s what Jesus does for us. It’s a metaphor divinely chosen to convey God’s longing in 

Christ for His people. My friend, have you allowed Him to tuck you snugly under His wings?  

  What’s so amazing is that the very ones Jesus longs to rescue are in rebellion against God. Soon they’d put Jesus to 

death, and Jesus knows that. But still He longs for their salvation. He’s going to Jerusalem to die for them.  

  What unbelievable love! My friend, God wants to shelter and protect you from harm. The safest place in the universe is 

under God’s love.  

  Jesus weeps because the Jews didn’t seek shelter under His love. How about you? Are you hiding under the wings of 

God? Smart chicks stay close to the mother hen because there’s a lot of danger out in the chicken yard.  

  Some of you have wandered away from the protection and love of God. Oh, God still loves you, it’s just that you refuse 

to remain under His care. There’s a very important verse in the book of Jude that many miss. Jude only has one chapter 

and in verse 21 he writes: “Stay right at the center of God’s love...keeping your arms open and outstretched, ready for 

the mercy of our Master, Jesus Christ” (Jude 21, The Message). That doesn’t mean you can make God stop loving you. 

There’s nothing you can do to make yourself any more or any less lovable with God. His love is unconditional.  

  But this verse challenges us to remain in “the Zone of Blessing.” When you’re driving along and enter a school zone, 

you should slow down. There’s usually a sign that says “leaving school zone” so you can resume the lawful speed limit. 

You’re either in the zone or out of it. It would be wonderful if God would post a sign that had the warning: “YOU ARE 

NOW LEAVING THE ZONE OF GOD’S BLESSING. YOU ARE LEAVING THE CIRCLE OF GOD’S LOVE!” 

  One thing struck me as I was preparing this message: “What’s my attitude toward our city? Have I ever wept over 

Burlington?” Sadly, I don’t have Jesus’ love for the city. The Spirit used this passage to rebuke my calloused heart. 

Jesus loves the city. We complain about cities like Racine, Milwaukee or Chicago, but do we ever cry over them? I 

wonder what would happen if we did? At the very least, shouldn’t we pray over our community? Shouldn’t we pray for 

Burlington, Waterford and Rochester? They’re our Jerusalem.  

 

5. Because of His great love Jesus knew that there was hope. “And you were not willing! Behold, your house is 

forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’”  

  Have you ever seen a house that’s been abandoned? When I was growing up, there was a house nearby that had been 

part of what I can only describe as a plantation. It was empty and so desolate. That’s the scene Jesus describes…an 

abandoned house. That’s the fate of Jerusalem.  

  Spurgeon has a sermon on these verses titled, “Jerusalem the Guilty.” Although God sovereignly ordained the cross, 

those who killed Jesus were guilty of the worst of crimes, Deicide. Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem is both an appeal and an 

indictment. He appeals to them to repent of their history of rejecting God’s messengers, yet He’s indicting them for what 

they have done and are about to do. “How often would I have gathered your children together…and you were not 

willing!” Those are five of the saddest words in the Universe. Jesus said, “but you were not willing.”  

  My friend, how about you? Jesus loves you so much that He died for your sins. There is a heaven and a hell. If a person 

lives their entire life rejecting His love, they’ll spend eternity in hell. But I suspect He will say to each person who goes 

to hell, “I wanted to protect you and shelter you like a hen protects her chicks...but you were not willing.” Jesus was sent 

primarily to redeem Israel. We can understand how His heart was broken because His Jewish brothers and sisters 

rejected Him. John 1:11 says, “He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.”   

  But it doesn’t end there – there’s hope! Jesus says of Israel, “You will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord.’” God isn’t finished with His people. He’s not finished with the nation of Israel. 

Don’t you think it’s strange that a nation reborn in 1948, that’s smaller than Vermont is in the news every day? It’s 

because Israel will play an important role in the end times. We’re now living in the age of Grace where God’s message 

of salvation is being offered to the Gentiles. But one day that will change. On the day Jesus returns, He will stand on the 

Mount of Olives–perhaps at the very spot where He wept over Jerusalem.  

  At that moment, an amazing thing will happen: the scales will fall off of the eyes of the Jews. They’ll see Jesus and 

recognize Him as their Messiah. They’ll cry out to Him and weep because they killed Him. 

 

Conclusion: The most amazing thing Jesus says in this passage is that you and I have the power to choose. Those last 

words in verse 34 are some of the most powerful words in the universe: “I will love you and shelter you like a mother 

hen protects her chicks if you are willing.” When you choose to turn to Christ and change the direction of your life, 

that’s called repentance. Have you repented and accepted Jesus’ love? 

  Lord Alfred Douglas (picture) belongs to an elite club – he’s one of the few individuals who had the shock of reading 

their own obituary. On the afternoon of February 4, 1921, Lord Alfred bought a copy of the Evening News and was 



halted by the headline: SUDDEN DEATH OF LORD ALFRED DOUGLAS—FOUND DEAD IN BED BY MAID. But 

what followed was worse: “A brilliant and most unhappy career is ended…The charity which is fitting at all times, but 

most fitting when we are speaking of the newly-dead, urges that much should be forgiven to this poor, bewildered man, 

who with all of his gifts, will perhaps only be remembered by the scandals and the quarrels in which he involved 

himself.”  

  Lord Alfred was fifty-one when he read this. He sued the paper for defamation – his obituary omitted what he deemed 

significant about his life. What about his poetry, his horsemanship, his fame? Lord Alfred actually won the lawsuit, but 

tragically, history has now agreed with his first obituary.  

  If you could read your obituary tomorrow, what would it say? What would you want it to say? A newspaper obituary 

only runs for a couple of days and then is forgotten. But your choice regarding Jesus Christ has eternal implications. You 

have the power to choose to accept God’s love and forgiveness, and to rewrite your eternal obituary! Today the Lord 

Jesus invites you to run under His wings of safety and warmth.  

  Some of you are Christians who have left the circle of His love. He never stopped loving you, but you’ve vacated that 

zone of blessing. Will you move back to a position of obedience, so that He can bless you?  

  Others of you need to accept His love for the first time. Will you do that? He wants to accept and shelter you, but you 

must choose to run to Him. What about you? Are you willing? Will you run to Jesus today? 

  


