
Christ’s Resurrection: The Ultimate April Fool’s Joke           Acts 17:29-32 

   

  Do you like a good April Fool’s joke? I do, particularly if I’m not the victim. April Fool’s is all day, but you didn’t get 

these here…after all, this is church. But here are a few Easter-themed pranks.  

  Wrap grapes in chocolate egg wrappers (picture). One of the best parts about Easter is the candy. Miniature chocolate 

eggs are the same size and shape as a grape, so wrap some up in their wrapping. You’re just trying to help them eat more 

wisely.  

  Put some not-so-great surprises in the eggs for an Easter egg hunt (picture). Swap out the money, small toys or candy 

you might typically put in a plastic Easter egg and replace them with decidedly less-exciting items like veggies or dental 

floss.  

  Put jelly beans in your ice tray (picture). After chocolate bunnies, jelly beans are probably the most famous Easter 

candy. If you’re entertaining, guests will be totally confused when jellybeans come in their ice.  

  Make disappointing Easter baskets (picture). Give kids practical gifts in their Easter baskets like toothpaste, small 

packets of Kleenex or socks.  

  A lot of people think that Easter and Jesus’ resurrection is a big April Fool’s joke. They laugh at Christians and think 

Easter and Christ’s Resurrection is The Ultimate April Fool’s Joke.  

  Famed movie director, James Cameron (picture), known for blockbusters like Titanic and Avatar sparked religious 

controversy in 2007 by unveiling what he claimed to be the burial casket of Jesus Christ. He even shot a docudrama, 

purportedly proving that Jesus was still in the grave.  

  We don’t have time to go into a specific critique of Cameron’s film, but it’s already been rubbished by many sources. 

Amos Kloner (picture), the archaeologist, who oversaw the work of the finding of that ossuary, upon discovering it he 

dismissed the newfound Hollywood treatment of it and said, “It was an ordinary middle-class Jerusalem burial cave. 

The names on the caskets are the most common names found among Jews at the time. It makes a great story for a 

television film, but it's impossible, it’s nonsense.” In other words, Cameron’s docudrama is an April Fool’s joke.  

  None of this is new. Acts 17 tells of the scoffing by the intelligentsia in Athens that the Apostle Paul experienced when 

he preached about the resurrection of Jesus. Verse 16 talks about how Paul was grieved when he saw that the City of 

Athens “was full of idols” (vs. 16).  

  I never really understood that until our recent trip to Taiwan for Aaron’s wedding. Right outside the door of where we 

were staying was a Buddhist House shrine (picture). Within two blocks, there was a large Buddhist Temple (various 

pictures). Everywhere we turned, we saw idolatry with people burning incense, monks reading beads, or burning ghost 

money to help their ancestors in the afterlife. 

  Aaron kept me from committing a major faux pau. We’d been at McDonald’s. Inadvertently, I carried my cup outside 

and was looking for a garbage can to discard it. I saw a metal can and was about to drop it in (picture of man stirring 

smoking garbage can). Aaron stopped me and told me it wasn’t a garbage can. It was a burning barrel for Ghost 

Money. I almost created an international incident. 

  The Apostle Paul experiences something similar in Athens. The philosophers, the Stoics and Epicureans loved to hear 

talks about philosophy and religion, so they gave Paul a chance to preach. They’re listening attentively until the end of 

his sermon when (listen as I read a short portion of Paul’s sermon): “‘Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think 

that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent, because He has fixed a day on 

which He will judge the world in righteousness by a Man whom He has appointed; and of this He has given assurance to 

all by raising Him from the dead.’ Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked.”  

  Is Christ’s Resurrection The Ultimate April Fool’s Joke? Can a person who calls himself a Christian not believe in 

the resurrection? It may sound odd to say that to a group like this on Easter, but the question is crucial.  

  Christ’s resurrection is the question that’s fascinated great minds for over 2000 years. What exactly happened? How 

can we be sure? Are there any other explanations?  

  The majority of us believe in the resurrection. We hardly think about whether it really happened, so what I’m going to 

say may surprise you. There are other explanations, some quite brilliant, for the apparently empty tomb. If we stick our 

heads outside our doors and listen to the men and women of the world, we’ll find that there are many sincere people who 

have questions, Easter questions.  

  The supreme question is: Can a person who calls himself a Christian ever doubt the resurrection of Jesus Christ? Yes 

or no, what do you say? More importantly, what does the Bible say? This morning I’d like to examine the evidence and 

reach a conclusion, but first this vital point… 

 



1.The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the central fact of the Christian faith. English Bible scholar, Michael Green, 

said: “Christianity does not hold the resurrection to be one among many tenets of belief. Without belief in the 

resurrection there would be no Christianity at all. The Christian Church would never have begun; the Jesus movement 

would have fizzled out…with His execution. Christianity stands or falls with the truth of the resurrection. Disprove it and 

you have disposed of Christianity.”  

  Is he right? In our culture there are two great religious holidays–Christmas and Easter. For most, Christmas is the 

bigger and greater season of the year. It’s when we gather with family and friends to sing carols, decorate the tree and 

exchange gifts. Christmas is the climax of the whole year. Easter? For most it’s just another long weekend, a chance to 

get away for a few days. Even Christians view Easter as a second-rate holiday! 

  Somehow, we’ve gotten our thinking badly mixed up. If Easter hadn’t take place, Christmas would have no meaning. If 

the tomb is not empty, the cradle makes no difference. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then He’s just a misguided 

Jewish rabbi with delusions of grandeur. If Easter isn’t true, Christmas is just the story of an obscure baby born in an 

out-of-the-way village in a forgotten land. It’s Easter that gives Christmas meaning. 

  You want proof? In all the New Testament no major doctrinal point is ever built upon the Virgin birth of Christ. Not 

one. It’s true. It happened. But it’s never discussed or mentioned. Two of the gospels don’t even say anything about it. 

But the resurrection? That’s a different story. In every part of the New Testament, it comes up again and again and again.  

  Read the book of Acts. Those first Christians didn’t talk about Bethlehem; they talked about the empty tomb. They 

never got over the fact that on Easter Sunday when they went to the tomb, Jesus was gone.  

  The resurrection is the central fact of our faith. Disprove it and nothing is left. It’s why from the very beginning, 

skeptics have attacked the Christian faith at this very point. It’s not the virgin birth, or the miracles or His death. The 

resurrection is the foundation. Christ’s resurrection is the heart of what we’re all about. Everything we do rests on this 

fact: Jesus rose from the dead. If it weren’t so important, no one would bother to question it. You can doubt the miracles 

of Christ if you want. The only loser will be you. But if you doubt the resurrection of Jesus, the foundation crumbles.   

  A sign should be posted for all the world to see: Doubters welcome at the empty tomb. Sincere men and women ask 

hard questions about Easter, as they should. It all begins or ends right here. The entire Christian faith rests on one 

historically verifiable point: the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. As the Apostle Paul said, “If Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17).  

  We must clarify though that we’re talking about objective truth. This is an age that holds to a subjective, experience-

oriented view of truth…“this is how I feel” or “this is what I believe.” It doesn’t matter what I feel or believe, if it’s not 

true.  

   If Jesus was raised bodily from the dead, then He is the only truth and the only way to the Father (John 14:6), and this 

truth applies to every person. As Paul proclaimed to the Athenian philosophers, they should repent because (Acts 17:31), 

God “has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having 

furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”  

   

2. Let’s consider five evidences for Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead found in the Gospel of John. Let me 

share why Christians believe in Christ’s resurrection. There are many, but these are some of the key ones. Incidentally, if 

this is new or you’re seeking for truth, let me encourage you to begin reading the Bible with the Gospel of John.  

  a. The first evidence for Jesus’ resurrection: the stone was rolled away and the tomb was empty. John 20:1 reports 

that Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb “and saw the stone taken away from the tomb.” This was a large, round 

stone placed in a groove in front of the tomb to secure it from grave robbers. It’d have taken several strong men to roll 

that stone out of the groove. The Jewish leaders feared that the disciples would steal Jesus’ body, claiming that He was 

risen. So, they went to Pilate and got a Roman guard to secure the tomb. They set a seal on the stone and were there 

guarding the tomb when an angel came and rolled away the stone – but not so that Jesus could get out, but so that the 

witnesses to the resurrection could get in to verify that the tomb was empty! The guards reported what happened to the 

Jewish leaders, who gave them a large sum of hush money and told them to tell anyone who asked that the disciples 

came at night and stole Jesus’ body while the guards slept. 

  There are several major problems with that story. The Roman guards would have faced the death penalty if they’d 

fallen asleep while on guard. Even if they had dozed off, the sound of a group of men moving the heavy stone would 

have awakened them. Besides, after the crucifixion, the disciples were too depressed and fearful to pull off a grave 

robbery. Even if they’d stolen Jesus’ body or bribed the guards to take it away, they wouldn’t then have endured 

persecution and eventual martyrdom to proclaim what they knew to be a hoax. 

  In addition to the stone being rolled away, the tomb was empty. Mary Magdalene wasn’t expecting the resurrection, but 

when she saw that the stone was rolled away, she assumed that somebody had taken Jesus’ body.  



  She immediately ran to the disciples to report, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid Him.” This caused Peter and John to run to the tomb to see for themselves. John outran Peter but 

hesitated to enter the tomb. He stooped and looked in, seeing the grave clothes. Impetuous Peter brushed past John and 

went in. Then John went into the tomb and they both confirmed Jesus’ body was not there. 

  Think about this. If the Jewish leaders knew where Jesus’ body was, they’d have produced it the instant the Apostles 

began proclaiming the resurrection. The stone rolled away and the empty tomb both bear witness to Jesus’ bodily 

resurrection from the dead. 

  b. The second evidence for Jesus’ resurrection: the grave clothes. John goes into more detail concerning the grave 

clothes than the other gospels do. In telling the story, John uses three different Greek words meaning “to see.” When 

John first arrived at the tomb, he stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. He 

uses the common Greek word that suggests nothing more than sight. When Peter got there, he entered the tomb 

and saw the linen wrappings. Here the Greek word has the nuance of looking carefully or examining something. We get 

our word theater from it. Audiences at a theater watch carefully so as not to miss any part of the play. Finally, John went 

in, saw, and believed. Here John uses a word that means to see with understanding. 

  What did Peter and John see? Jewish burials involved wrapping the corpse with linen strips, tucking spices into the 

folds to offset the stench of decomposition. The head was wrapped separately. Peter and John saw the linen wrappings 

with the face cloth rolled up by itself in an orderly manner, but Jesus’ body was gone. Grave robbers wouldn’t have 

taken the time to remove the grave clothes at the scene but would have grabbed the body with the grave clothes and left. 

Or, if they’d removed them, they’d have left them scattered in a disorderly fashion. Bible Scholar, D. A. Carson 

(picture), observes, “The description is powerful and vivid, not the sort of thing that would have been dreamed up; and 

the fact that two men saw it (v. 8) makes their evidence admissible in a Jewish court (Dt. 19:15).” 

  c. The third evidence for Jesus’ resurrection: His post-resurrection appearances. Now we’re looking ahead to the rest 

of John’s narrative. John cites four post-resurrection appearances of Jesus: To Mary Magdalene (20:11-18); to the 

disciples except Thomas (20:19-23); to the disciples, including Thomas (20:24-31); and to seven of the disciples, by the 

Sea of Galilee (21:1-25). The Apostle Paul mentions several other appearances, including one to over 500 people at one 

time, many of whom were still alive when he wrote (1 Cor. 15:6-8). These varied circumstances of the appearances and 

the different personalities of the witnesses militate against hallucinations. Even Thomas, who at first is skeptical, became 

convinced when he saw the risen Lord.  

  This is important! When the disciples of Jesus proclaimed the resurrection, they did so as eyewitnesses and they did so 

while people were still alive who had had contact with the events they spoke of. It passes the bounds of credibility that 

the early Christians could have manufactured such a tale and then preached it among those who might easily have 

refuted it simply by producing the body of Jesus. 

  A skeptic might counter that the reports of Jesus’ resurrection are all given by believers. Why didn’t Jesus appear to any 

unbelievers so that they would come to faith? Peter alludes to this when he preached to the Gentiles gathered in 

Cornelius’ house, “God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the people, but to 

witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead” 

(Acts 10:40-41).  

  But the risen Savior did later reveal Himself to one militant unbeliever: Saul of Tarsus, later known as the Apostle Paul. 

The only way to explain Paul’s dramatic conversion is that he saw the risen Lord Jesus and he was shown unusual grace. 

Normally, God doesn’t reveal Himself to proud skeptics, especially when they’ve already rejected the light that He’s 

given them. The Jewish leaders had rejected many witnesses to Christ, so He didn’t show Himself to them after His 

resurrection, except through the witness of the apostles, which they also rejected. They refused to come to Jesus to 

receive life, so they were given over to judgment. But for those willing to submit to Jesus as Lord, His post-resurrection 

appearances are a strong evidence of His resurrection. 

  d. The fourth evidence for Jesus’ resurrection: the changed lives of the witnesses. John shows that none of the 

witnesses was expecting a resurrection. Mary Magdalene thought someone took Jesus’ body. Neither John nor Peter at 

first understood the Scripture that Jesus must rise again from the dead. All the disciples were terrified and confused. 

Thomas was depressed and doubting. Yet, all were transformed into the bold witnesses because they became convinced 

that Jesus rose bodily from the dead. They were so convinced that the resurrection was true that many of them died 

horrible deaths as martyrs. They paid the ultimate price for their belief.  

  John calls attention to his own change of belief when he saw the empty tomb and the grave clothes: “So the other 

disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed.” John and the other apostles 

obviously had already believed in Jesus, as evidenced by their following Him. So, what did John here believe? He 

believed in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Most of the early witnesses came to believe the resurrection after they saw 

Jesus alive from the dead, but John came to such faith before he saw Jesus in resurrected form. As John 20:9 explains, 



“For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.” The apostles’ understanding 

of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus’ resurrection came later.  

  There’s another change in the lives of the witnesses. John 20:1 mentions that Mary came to the tomb on the first day of 

the week, Sunday. Church history affirms that the early church gathered for worship on Sunday, not on the Jewish 

Sabbath. Why would they change an institution that had been in place for centuries? They did it to proclaim and 

celebrate the Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 

  e. The fifth evidence for Jesus’ resurrection: His unique Person and amazing claims. Study the Gospel accounts for 

yourself of who Jesus was, what He taught, His astounding claims, the miracles He performed, and prophecies He 

fulfilled. On more than one occasion He predicted His own death and resurrection. His encounter with doubting Thomas 

shows that His purpose was to bring Thomas into a place of full faith in His deity. When Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord 

and my God,” Jesus didn’t rebuke or correct him for overstating things. Rather, Jesus commended Thomas’ correct 

perception and faith. A merely good teacher, especially a devout Jewish rabbi, would never accept such worship from a 

follower. 

  C.S. Lewis (picture) powerfully argues, Jesus is either the Lord, a Liar or a Lunatic. Everything in the Gospel 

accounts about Jesus’ person and teaching argues against His being a charlatan or lunatic. The only sensible option is 

that He is who He claimed to be: the eternal Son of God in human flesh. He offered Himself for our sins and God raised 

Him bodily from the dead. He wants those of us who have not seen Him to believe in Him.  

  New Testament scholar, B. F. Westcott (picture) said, “Taking all the evidence together, it is not too much to say that 

there is no historic incident better or more variously supported than the resurrection of Christ.”  

  Maybe you’re thinking, “Well, if the evidence is so convincing, why don’t more people believe it?” The answer is that 

people refuse to believe in Jesus’ resurrection because it has personal implications that they don’t want to face. If Jesus is 

risen, then He’s the rightful Lord of all and I must turn from my sin and live under His lordship. Because people don’t 

want to do that, they refuse to believe in Jesus in spite of the evidence. 

 

Conclusion: So, what? It’s Easter. We’re done. Say the Benediction and let’s go eat ham. But Jesus’ resurrection is not 

just a nice story. It’s not just church stuff. Remember that 4th evidence? The changed lives of the witnesses. Christ’s 

death on the cross, that He died to save us from sin and guilt, His resurrection, must revolutionize our lives. Otherwise 

we’re wasting our time and let’s go eat ham. So let me end today with this. 

  Charles Swindoll (picture) recounts a true story as told by Dr. Will Phillips of San Antonio, Texas concerning one of 

his favorite patients, a wonderful Christian widow named Edith Burns. Edith had a habit of introducing herself by 

saying: “Hello, I’m Edith Burns. Do you believe in Easter?” Then she’d go on to explain the meaning of Easter, Many 

times in so doing she’d lead people to embrace a saving faith in Jesus.  

  One day, with great sorrow on his face Dr. Phillips told Edith that her test results revealed the presence of an aggressive 

cancer—and that she wouldn’t live much longer. Edith’s reply was full of her typical faith. She said, “Don’t be sad Dr. 

Phillips! Do you think God makes mistakes? You have just told me I’m going to see my precious Lord Jesus, my 

husband, and many of my friends. You have just told me that I am going to a place where I will celebrate Easter forever. 

And here you are having difficulty giving me my ticket!?” As she said this, Phillips thought to himself, “What a 

magnificent Christian woman this Edith Burns is!” Within a few weeks Edith had reached the point where she had to be 

hospitalized and she requested that she be given non-Christian roommates, so she could explain to them the true meaning 

of Easter.  

  Dr. Phillips did all he could to make sure that happened. As a result several women left that hospital as Christians. 

Unsaved nurses and orderlies also made decisions to follow Jesus because of Edith’s witness. In fact, pretty much 

everyone on that floor became a Christian except for the head nurse, Phyllis Cross. She made it plain that she wanted 

nothing to do with Edith’s faith. Phyllis had been a nurse in an army hospital and felt she’d seen and heard it all. She was 

the original “G. I. Jane” and had been married three times. Phyllis was hard, cold, and did everything by the book. One 

morning as Phyllis gave Edith a shot Edith said, “Phyllis, God loves you and I love you too. I’ve been praying for 

you.” Phyllis frowned, “Well, you can quit praying for me. It won’t work. I’m not interested.” Edith replied, “Well, I 

will pray and I have asked God not to let me go home to Heaven until you come into the family.” “Then you will never 

die,” snapped Phyllis, “because that will never happen.” And she turned and stormed out of the room. But every day 

when Phyllis walked into Edith’s room, Edith would smile and say something like, “God loves you, Phyllis, and I love 

you too and I’m still praying for you.”   

  After weeks of this, Phyllis’ heart warmed toward Edith so that she looked forward to caring for her. Gradually they 

became close friends.  One day Phyllis found herself being literally drawn into Edith’s room. She sat down on the side of 

the bed and said, “Edith, you have asked everyone here on the ward the question, ‘Do you believe in Easter?’ but you’ve 

never asked me.”  Edith said, “I wanted to many times but God told me to wait until you asked and now that you 



have….” and with that Edith took her Bible and shared with Phyllis the Easter Story.  She told her all about Jesus 

Christ—His life and death and resurrection. And then Phyllis bowed her head and asked Jesus to come into her heart and 

life.  

  A few days later, on Easter Sunday morning, Phyllis went into Edith’s room to bring her some flowers and she found 

her dead.  Her big black Bible was still open on her lap and a big smile was on her face. Phyllis noticed that Edith had 

been reading it because her left hand rested on John 14 where Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am there you may be also.” Edith’s right hand was stuck in Revelation 

21:4 where it says, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 

sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”   

  Phyllis took one look at Edith’s dead body and lifted her face upward and with tears in her eyes said, “Happy Easter 

Edith! Happy Easter!” Then Phyllis left Edith’s room and walked quietly over to a table where two new student nurses 

were sitting. Phyllis smiled at them and said, “Hello. My name is Phyllis Cross. Do you believe in Easter?”   

  “Hello. My name is Scott Carson. Do you believe in Easter?” Because if you do, it changes everything and you have to 

tell others this great news!  

  If you’re here this morning and you’re not a Christian, I hope at the very least, you’ll begin to read the Bible and the 

Gospel of John for yourself. I’d love it today if you’d come to Jesus and trust Him as your personal Lord and Savior. In 

fact, I echo the words of the Apostle from Ephesians 1:18-20 when he said, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

opened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the 

saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe….which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the 

dead.”  

  Our risen Lord wants to change your life. All you must do is ask Him to forgive you of your sin and come into your 

heart and life as your Lord and Savior. 

 


