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Who first invited you to church? Preachers do a lot of inviting to church.   

  There’s a funny story about a Baptist preacher in a little town where there was a poor family. This Baptist preacher kept 

visiting them saying, “Hey, we want you to come to our church.” Finally, the Dad said, “Listen. We want to come to 

your church, but we’re afraid of what people will think of us. We don’t have any nice clothes.” So, this preacher says, 

“I’ll take care of that.” He took up a collection, bought a nice suit, tie and shoes for the husband, a pretty dress for the 

wife and clothes for the kids. Then he said, “Now you have plenty of nice clothes. No more excuses. We’ll see you in 

church this Sunday.” Well, Sunday rolled around and this preacher looked out in the congregation and that family wasn’t 

there. He was very upset. The next week he knocked on their door and said, “Hey, what’s the problem? We bought you 

all these nice clothes and you still didn’t show up at church.” 

  The guy said, “Well, we got all dressed up in our nice, new “Sunday go to meeting” clothes, and then we looked in the 

mirror. You know, we looked so nice, we decided to go to the Episcopal Church.” 

  The biggest problem with religious people is spiritual pride. They think they’re good. They’re fine! A religious person 

says, “Look at me. Look at who I am. Look at what I’ve accomplished.”  

  Have you ever gone to church hoping someone in the community would see you going? Maybe, when you’re in 

worship here, there’d be someone who’d see you here and think a little more highly of you because you’re in church? 

That’s the Pharisees’ problem. They reasoned, “I’m Fine.” But they weren’t.  

  We’re continuing our series, Finding Jesus, and systematically studying Luke’s Gospel. Please turn to Luke 16:16-18 

(p. 875). This passage is a bit obtuse but the key question is not: What does it mean? but Why is it here?  

  Last Sunday we worked through verses 1-15 on using money to prepare for the future. This will be followed by the 

account of the rich man and Lazarus (vss. 18-31). These three verses though seemingly come out of nowhere, like a 

sermonic scud missile. Why is this here? Jesus is targeting the Pharisees (picture). They thought they were too good to 

need Jesus. Who are the Pharisees? Have you ever met one of those holier than thou types? They’re kinda like the 

“Church Lady.” Remember her? “Enid Strict” (picture). She was uptight and rigid. That’s the Pharisees. They were 

holier than anyone else. They didn’t believe they needed a Savior. They were the good ones, the “I’m Fine” crowd. 

They thought that they were holy, shoo-ins for heaven. They believed that they kept all the commandments, but they 

didn’t. 

  Jesus had just dealt with covetousness, they were “lovers of money” (vs. 14). Now He deals with their blatant 

hypocrisy regarding marriage and their failure to obey the 7th commandment, “You shall not commit adultery” (Ex. 

20:14). Jesus knew that this was their soft belly. It was a common sin amongst the Pharisees and a violation they 

justified.    

  Before we work through this passage, we need to ask, “If Jesus was going to go for my spiritual soft belly, what would 

He go for?” We tend to think we’re the good people, that we’re spiritual BUT we’re not.  

  If Jesus pulled back the curtain on our “I’m Fine,” exposing our secret sins, what would He uncover? Too often we’re 

like the Pharisees. It may not be loving money or adultery, yet, like them, we’re very adept at covering our sin and 

rationalizing it. Jesus censured the Pharisees in Matthew 23, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all 

uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” 

(vss. 27-28). Isn’t that often us. Someone insightfully said, “Our problem is not our problem. Our problem is that we 

don’t even know that we have a problem.”  

  What’s going on in these verses? What’s God’s message for us? This morning we’re going to highlight three 

important observations in verses 16 & 17, and then finish up with some righteous ramifications of verse 18.  

 

Observation #1: The Pharisees rejected Jesus’ authority. A Frank and Ernest (picture) cartoon shows those 

perpetual bumblers standing at the Pearly Gates. St. Peter has a scowl on his face. Ernie is smiling innocently, but he’s 

wearing a T-shirt that says, “Question Authority.” Frank is whispering to him, “If I were you, I’d change my shirt, 

Ernie.”  

  Our culture isn’t inclined toward submission to authority, even when the authority is God. Like Ernie, we could easily 

end up at heaven’s gates wearing a “Question Authority” T-shirt! That’s a dumb thing to do!  

  These verses are about the authority of Jesus versus the self-proclaimed authority of the Pharisees. Phillips renders this, 

“The Law and the Prophets were in force until John’s day. From then on the good news of the kingdom of God has been 

proclaimed and men are forcing their way into it. Yet it would be easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for a 

single point of the Law to become a dead letter.” 



  John the Baptist as the forerunner, and then Jesus after John, are taking on a powerful religious machine. Jewish 

religious leaders had great influence and power. They’re the educated ones, the sole interpreters of God’s Law. They 

controlled the activities in the Temple, including the sale of animals for sacrifices. The common people feared being put 

out of the synagogue by them. Even the Roman governor, Pilate, feared them enough to deliver up Jesus for crucifixion 

to them, though he knew that Jesus was innocent.  

  Jesus blasts them for their hypocrisy for missing the central message of the Law and the Prophets, (a term that refers to 

the entire Old Testament), in that it pointed to the good news of the kingdom. It was announced by John the Baptist and 

personified in Jesus Himself. Jesus pits His authority, backed by God’s Word, against theirs. They professed to keep the 

Law but used it to cover their hypocrisy.  

  A transition has taken place, from the Law and the Prophets to the gospel of the kingdom. Jesus represents a new phase 

in God’s program. What the Law and the Prophets proclaimed found fulfillment in the person of Christ. John the Baptist 

was the transitional figure, with a foot in both eras. John the Baptist was the messenger, prophesied by Malachi, who 

prepared the way of the Lord. Jesus is God in human flesh, the long-promised Messiah, born of the seed of the woman, 

who came to crush the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15).  

  Because of the cross, we no longer relate to God as Old Testament believers did, through faith in a future promise. We 

now relate to God based on faith on what He did for us in the past through the death and resurrection of His Son. Jesus 

makes it clear that while a transition has taken place, it doesn’t nullify the Law. But no one can ever be right with God by 

keeping the Law. We’ve all violated God’s holy standards. The Law is impossible to obey. It condemns us, serving as 

“our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24). Our only hope is the gospel, the good news 

of God’s grace. We need a way to get right with God. We can’t fix ourselves.  

  Bono (picture) tried to explain this good news to an interviewer. He said, “The thing that keeps me on my knees is the 

difference between Grace and Karma.” When Bono was asked to explain the difference, he replied: “At the center of all 

religions is the idea of Karma. You know, what you put out comes back to you…Yet, along comes this idea called Grace 

to upend all that…Grace defies reason and logic. Love interrupts…the consequences of your actions, which in my case is 

very good news indeed, because I've done a lot of stupid stuff…It doesn’t excuse my mistakes, but I’m holding out for 

Grace. I'm holding out that Jesus took my sins onto the Cross, because I know who I am, and I hope I don’t have to 

depend on my own religiosity.” 

  We could never be saved by our own religiosity or by anything else we think we could do to gain God’s favor. Jesus 

did it all. By His perfect righteousness, He fulfilled the Law, so that He’s “the end of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes” (Rom. 10:4). Even after a person is justified by faith in Christ, the Law continues to show God’s 

holy standard for life. Though the Law came to fulfillment in Christ, it’s not set aside. As believers, we’re to delight in 

God’s Law as the expression of His holy nature.  

 

Observation #2: God never changes. Ours is an ever-changing world. Not only is the volume of knowledge increasing, 

the rate of increase is increasing. It took until the time of Leonardo Da Vinci (1500) for knowledge to double. It doubled 

again by the American Revolution and then doubled again by 1900, and again by 1950, and again by 1960. 

Human knowledge, on average, doubles every 13 months. We’re quickly on our way, with the Internet, to 

the doubling of knowledge every 12 hours. No wonder we feel overwhelmed. There’s so much information that we’ll 

never catch up. 

  Last week I did pre-marital counseling via Skype with Ange Borucki and her fiancé, Kim, while they’re in China in two 

different place. It’s the miracle of modern technology. Our world is changing.  

  But God never changes. It’s what theologians call the immutability of God. Most have heard of “mutations.” Those 

random genetic changes that produce new offspring. Something is mutable if it’s subject to change in any degree. 

  To be immutable means to be unchanging and unchangeable. God never changes. His character doesn’t change. His 

purposes don’t change. He never grows in knowledge or wisdom, and never improves His own perfection. God never 

grows or develops. He’s always wise, always sovereign, always just, always holy, always merciful, always gracious. 

Whatever God is, He always is. He always was what He always is and always will be. 

 

Observation #3: God’s Word never changes. “But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of 

the Law to become void.” When Jesus spoke about a “dot,” He’s referring to the tiniest parts of the Hebrew alphabet. 

We’d compare it to dotting our “i’s” or crossing our “t’s.”  

  There’s not an Old Testament God and a different New Testament one. Jesus fully accepted every word of Scripture in 

the Old Testament as the enduring Word of God. He accepted the validity of the Old Testament law as the abiding 

expressing of God’s will. As God doesn’t change, His demand for holiness and obedience doesn’t change. God still 



wants what He’s always wanted: holiness, a holy people living holy lives dedicated to His glory. Far from nullifying the 

Law, Jesus brought it to its ultimate purpose.  

  The big question then is whether New Testament Christ followers are free from the moral obligations of the Law? 

While Old Testament law with its civil laws, dietary restrictions and sacrificial system were for the nation of Israel, the 

gospel doesn’t mean that God no longer cares about holiness, or that His moral law has been abrogated. Just the opposite 

is true. To make this point, Jesus gives an example of a biblical law that’s still in force today… 

 

The Ramification: God’s moral ethic does not change. Jesus’ words are strong. Verse 18. “Everyone who divorces his 

wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits 

adultery.” Even in our day of moral chaos, marriage is still popular. The majority of those who get married stay married 

and keep their marriage vows. But the fact of marriages ending is sadly familiar; divorce today is as common as it was in 

Jesus’ day. Many in our own church family have been divorced. So, this is very personal and perhaps there’s some 

anxiety about what the Bible teaches about divorce, especially what Jesus taught about it. 

  For us, as Christians, Jesus can say nothing wrong. We hang onto His words. These are His only words about divorce in 

Luke’s gospel. We can’t set aside God’s laws for marriage any more than we can set aside His laws for murder or 

stealing…or anything else. Divorce is never God’s desire for any marriage. Jesus wants to promote the purity of our 

sexuality and protect the sanctity of marriage.  

  In Luke 16, Jesus doesn’t give the full biblical teaching on divorce. What He does is show His authority by confronting 

the Pharisees with an area where they dodged God’s Law through their loopholes, while proclaiming their fidelity to the 

Law. By playing fast and loose with God’s standard for marriage, they committed adultery. While they could justify 

themselves before men, claiming they were under the letter of the Mosaic Law, what they did was detestable in God’s 

eyes. So, here are some vital observations.  

  God’s ordained marriage and it’s to be a lifelong covenant. As a woman was getting her hair done, she listened to the 

conversation between her beautician and the 19-year-old beautician in the next booth. The younger woman was trying to 

decide if she should marry her boyfriend, who was contemplating getting a tattoo with her name. The older beautician 

cautioned her by saying, “Marriage is one thing, but a tattoo is permanent!” That’s a modern mindset – we see tattoos as 

more permanent than marriage.  

  Marriage is a covenant between a man, a woman, and God. Man and woman, by mutual consent, enter the arrangement. 

But for marriage to be valid, it must be consistent with God’s law. Anthropologists tell us that there is no society where 

marriage doesn’t exist in some form. Marriage is a universal phenomenon. Why? God created, ordained and sanctified 

marriage.  

  Only 5% of Americans have never married and don’t want to get married. Most people want to get married. Most 

believe marriage is a lifelong commitment that shouldn’t be ended except under extreme circumstances. Even the 

majority of those divorced still believe marriage should be for life.  

  In Matthew 19, when Jesus responds to the Pharisees direct questions about divorce, He quotes Genesis 1:27 and 2:24. 

“Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female…Therefore a man shall 

leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh…So they are no longer two 

but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” Jesus combines them to make two points: 

First, marriage between a man and a woman was God’s idea. Second, marriage is to be a lifetime commitment.  

  Marriage is always one man with one woman joined in a legal union for life. Genesis establishes the permanency of 

marriage in the strongest possible terms, “What God has joined together, let man not separate.” Divorce was never part 

of God’s original design. God didn’t think up divorce, we did. Divorce always represents a failure at some point in the 

marriage relationship. While not every divorce is sinful, sin is always involved in every divorce.  

  For God marriage is two people becoming one, committed to one another in a covenant relationship for life. John Piper 

(picture) said, “Staying married, therefore, is not mainly about staying in love. It is about keeping covenant. ‘Till death 

do us part’ or ‘As long as we both shall live’ is a sacred covenant promise – the same kind Jesus made with His bride 

when He died for her.” 

  Easy/no fault divorce is not new. The Pharisees rationalized divorce and gave themselves every out possible. A man 

could divorce his wife for almost anything…if he didn’t like her cooking, or the way she wore her hair, burning 

breakfast, whining, or just renting two consecutive chick flicks. For “any cause” divorce was very popular among Jewish 

men. It made a mockery of God’s Law and was little more than organized adultery.  

  Divorce is an unfortunate reality. God’s intention for marriage is for one man to marry one woman in a love covenant 

for life. In the Bible there are circumstances where divorce is biblically permissible—most notably habitual adultery 

(Matt. 5:32) or abandonment of a believer by an unbelieving spouse (1 Cor. 7:15). Divorce is not God’s desire, though 

there are exceptions because of depravity. Divorce breaks a three-way covenant between God, a husband and a wife. 



Marriage is a sacred covenant. The high rate of divorce in our country, even in the Church, should be a heartbreak to 

anyone who loves God, as it must be to Jesus Himself.  

  The reason people still scoff at Jesus is not intellectual; it’s moral. They want to dodge the high standards of God’s 

Word regarding sin. When we justify our sin, even by claiming some biblical loophole, we’re scoffing at Jesus, who 

knows our hearts. Jesus draws attention to the Pharisees violation here to point out that they’re sinners too and also need 

God’s grace.  

  Someone wisely said there are two processes that should never be started prematurely: divorce and embalming. We 

must be cautious in encouraging someone to get married or in encouraging someone to get divorced. Sometimes in our 

desire to see people happy, particularly our adult children, or to relieve them of pain, we encourage divorce. Sometimes 

we do it by joining an unhappy spouse in complaining about a mate. Or, we do it by not challenging those who rush to 

divorce without biblical justification. We’re brothers and sisters and are responsible for each other. When we encourage 

marital division, we’re fueling a culture of divorce inside the church. 

  Statistics indicate that divorce rates are highest among couples in their 20s and nearly half of divorces occur in the first 

10 years of marriage. Some of the causes are money, lack of happiness, lack of communication, constant bickering, 

unrealistic expectations. Can I suggest that a little maturity would solve many of the issues couples get divorced over? 

Instead of encouraging divorce, we need to kindly but firmly say – Grow Up!  

  Remember the story of Aron Ralston (picture)? He loved hiking and trekking in the mountains. In 2003 he was hiking 

alone when a boulder fell and pinned him by the arm. For 5 days he waited for rescue. Facing dehydration and death, he 

made an incredible decision. Taking a pocketknife, he slowly amputated his own arm, freeing him and allowing him to 

hike to safety. What would it take to come to that decision? How desperate would you have to be to cut off a member of 

your own body? Would you turn to that solution quickly? Or, would you first explore every other possibility? Only when 

faced with death would you do such a thing. That’s how it should be with divorce. It’s a desperate act. It’s a self-

mutilation since marriage means we’re one flesh. We should resort to it only in extreme circumstances.  

  If you take a course in wilderness survival, they won’t teach you how to cut off your arm. Why? It’s assumed you won’t 

ever reach that point of desperation. What if our teaching on divorce was similar? If we went back to a time when 

divorce was rare and not the norm in our culture and churches? 

  Marriage is the only righteous place for sexual intimacy. The motivation for the Pharisees fudging on God’s Law was 

self-satisfaction. Our culture today is obsessed with sexual autonomy – it’s my body and my rights. A lost world thinks 

that Bible-believers are radical because of our position on homosexuality and gay marriage. Scripture clearly teaches that 

any sexual relationship outside of marriage is sin, whether it’s teens or senior citizens. Many seniors shack up because 

marriage hurts their Social Security benefits. They put money before obedience. Cohabiting is sin. Any sexual activity 

outside of the marriage covenant between a husband and wife is sinful. 

  Jesus takes His sexual ethic even further and goes to the heart of the matter. Lust is sin. Jesus’ radical view of sexuality 

exposes all of us as sexual sinners. It’s why we need the cross. Jesus died to save lustful, homo-and heterosexual sinners 

and to transform our hearts, minds and behavior.  

  Because He died for me, I owe Him my all. Christ followers are bound to what He says about morality. It’s what it 

means to be a follower, not a fan. If you’re a genuine Christian, there will be repentance of all sin, including sexual ones. 

Salvation hinges on repentance. We agree with God about our sin, turn from it and turn toward Jesus. When it comes to 

Christianity, this debate is not about sexuality versus other sins. It’s about whether or not repentance is integral to the 

Christian life. Jesus’ teaching on sexuality shows that there’s something wrong with all of us – something that can only 

be fixed by Jesus’s cross and resurrection.  

 

Conclusion: Last week a new study came out that marriage is good for your heart. A sweeping survey of research 

conducted over the last two decades covering more than two million people aged 42 to 77 found that marriage 

significantly reduced the risk of both heart disease and stroke.  

  While marriage may be good for your heart, it also reveals the condition of your heart. Living with someone 24/7 

reveals that we’re sinners and desperately need a Savior. Some of you found that until you were married, you didn’t 

know one person could so annoy or anger you.  

  I don’t know where this finds you. I’m going to encourage you to not miss God’s best. Our tendency is to rationalize 

our situation. Let me encourage you to submit to Jesus and His Word. If you’ve blown it, confess it. He died for every 

sin, every sexual or marital sin. Let’s determine to not be Pharisees, rationalizing away our sin and justifying ourselves.  

  If your single this morning, how’s your attitude about being single? Are you content in the situation God has placed 

you? How’s your heart?  

  If you’re divorced, how’s your attitude? Are you angry or bitter? Or, are you trusting God and relying on His grace? 

How’s your heart? 



  Most of us here this morning are married. How’s your heart? God does not want us to “just” be married. Our marriages 

are to be a picture of Christ’s love for His Church. What’s your marriage a picture of? Is it Christ-honoring? Would you 

want your children to have your marriage? Please don’t blame your spouse. The most important question is: Who does 

God want me to be in my marriage?  

  On July 2nd Jane and I will celebrate 35 years of marriage (picture). It’s obvious that we have a successful marriage 

because…I’m a good person. No, I know a lot of people a lot nicer whose marriage fell apart. Then it’s because we’re in 

the ministry. I’ve lost count of how many friends in the ministry who’ve had to leave the ministry because of adultery or 

divorce.  

  Jane and I will have been married for 35 years for one reason – God’s grace. It is all of grace. Any successful marriage 

is not us, it’s God.    

  Recently, I stumbled on Andrew Peterson’s (picture) powerful song about marriage, Dancing in the Minefields. That’s 

an accurate picture of marriage. 

  Andrew and his wife celebrated 15 years of marriage. 15 years felt like a big accomplishment. It’s long enough to have 

weathered some storms and have real history. But just a few days later, they got into a silly argument and he wrote this 

song after she went to bed. Tears flowed as he penned the words. He shared how beautiful it’s been to spend 15 years 

with someone who made the same promises.  

  Marriage was God’s idea. It’s one of the most potent metaphors in Scripture for the way that God loves us and the way 

we’re to let ourselves be loved by Him. That doesn’t mean it’s easy. No, marriage is fraught with peril.  

  A healthy marriage demands a thousand deaths to self. The good news is, in Christ that marriage involves at least as 

many resurrections. We lay our lives down and enter this perilous dance with another person who’s done the same. His 

song is based on Rom. 8:38-39, “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 

powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

  Andrew said when he shares the song’s title “Dancing In The Minefields” with older couples, they don’t even have to 

hear it to know what it means. Marriage is hard. If it hasn’t been yet, get ready because it will get hard. But anything 

worthwhile is hard. It is a crucible where we must learn how to lay down our lives for another person.  

  Young couples have a tendency to think marriage is easy. They’ll say, “Other people fight, we don’t fight.” If you’re in 

an intimate relationship with someone, there will be fights and tension. Mountains are moving in your soul and you’ll 

have scars. It’s part of God’s design and it makes marriage beautiful. A healthy marriage is only because of God’s grace.  

  Our offertory this morning is that song, Dancing in the Minefields.  

  This morning whether you’re married, divorced, single, young, middle-aged or old – we’re not fine. We need God’s 

grace for salvation and need His grace every day. Let’s not excuse or rationalize our sin. Let’s run to our Heavenly 

Father and let Him cover us with His amazing grace! His grace is sufficient. He can heal you, whatever it is. Will you 

trust Him? Will you determine by His grace to be whole and be who He has called you to be?  

 

 


