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A thankless Christian is a contradiction in terms. Thankfulness is an integral part of being a believer. In fact, not to 

give thanks to God leads to spiritual, mental and even moral deterioration. Gratitude is a Christian virtue.   

  I’ve never seen an episode of the show, but I read that in one episode of The Simpsons (picture), the family is sitting 

down for a meal and the Dad asked Bart to give thanks before the meal, and Bart said, “Dear God, we paid for all this 

stuff ourselves, so thanks for nothing.”  

  Some may laugh at that. Yet, it reveals a real problem many have, that too many Christians have. They live their lives 

enjoying the blessings of God yet never stop to say “Thanks.” You can’t be a healthy Christian and be ungrateful. You 

can’t be a healthy Christian and be a complainer. Gratitude and griping are mutually exclusive.  

  Whether you’re a Christ-follower or an atheist, the fact is, God has blessed you far more than you realize and far more 

than you deserve. It’s vital to understand how to respond properly to God’s lavish blessings. To be tone deaf to the fact 

that God is blessing you or, worse, to take credit for His blessings as if you somehow had earned them, is to slight God. 

The only proper response is to glorify Him from a thankful heart.  

  Now it’s true, some fake it. They show gratitude because they’ve been taught to. It’s little more than an empty habit. 

Others use gratitude as a form of flattery. We had a relative who at Thanksgiving would say something like, “This is the 

best pie that I’ve ever had.” Others are manipulative and have some agenda. For some, it’s cultural. I love Chick-fil-a 

but I don’t think that their servers appreciate me quite as much as they put on. It’s part of their training, part of the 

Chick-fil-a culture.  

  As we continue our series in Luke’s Gospel, Finding Jesus, we’re in Luke 17:11-19 (p. 876). This is an example of 

Gratitude Growing from Grace.  

  The incident is only recorded in Luke. We’re not sure where it took place, other than in an unnamed village. It’s often 

taught as a lesson on gratitude. While it’s about gratitude, it’s not the main point. It’s about grace, grace to a Samaritan, a 

race the Jews despised. The Samaritan is the “hero” and the example God wants us to model. That’s a repugnant thought 

to the Jews.  

  Today maybe the man would have been a Gay Liberal or a gangbanger in dreadlocks with his pants hanging half off. 

Yet, our feelings for them are minute compared to the intense disgust Jews had for Samaritans.  

  Throughout Jesus’ ministry, the Jews, the church crowd rejects the gospel. Samaritans, hookers, social rejects and 

lepers run to Jesus and are gloriously saved. Today we want to work through four lessons in this passage.  

1.The mission still prioritizes ministry, “On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 

Galilee.” This isn’t parsley. Luke isn’t adding garnish or filler to the story. Jesus is on a mission.  

  Our Lord is on His way to Jerusalem to die on the cross. He’s not a tourist or a pilgrim. Jerusalem is His divine destiny. 

He’s traveling along the border between Galilee and Samaria (map). Because Jesus is headed to Jerusalem, the 

Samaritans wouldn’t let Him pass through their country. Now a good Jews wouldn’t go through Samaria. Jewish 

pilgrims took a route that skirted Samaria on their way to Jerusalem for the various festivals.  

  Maybe you remember the lyrics for that old Alabama (picture) song?  

  I’m in a hurry to get things done 

Oh I rush and rush until life’s no fun. 

All I really gotta do is live and die, 

But I’m in a hurry and don’t know why. 

  Ours is a hurried society. We feel rushed, overscheduled, stressed…unable to keep up. We fill our lives with computers, 

smart phones and innumerable other time saving devices – only to find ourselves deprived of time. We end up frantic, 

impatient and frustrated. Someone wisely said, “Being rich is having money; being wealthy is having time.” 

  Jesus had a mission yet He was never rushed. He always had time for ministry. This, though, was an interruption. How 

do you handle interruptions? But was it really one? It was a divine appointment. God continually brings divine 

appointments into our lives. Yet, often we’re so caught up with our “mission,” we miss them.  

  I got her permission to share this. Jane was on a “divine interruption” last week. Her elderly aunt was visiting Jane’s 

parents in Northern Michigan. We never lack for work to do at our home, still I urged her to go. It might be the last time 

she’ll see her Aunt. It was an opportunity too, to re-connect with her sister. Add to that, Jane’s father is pushing 90.  

  If you’re a believer, God did not place you on this earth to work or to get things done. And He certainly didn’t place 

you here just to entertain yourself. The Father has ministry for you, lives for you to touch and influence.  

 

2. A Christless world is merciless, “And as He entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and 

lifted up their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us’.” Where can you go for mercy in this world? Where is 



there forgiveness? Let me illustrate that. I’m going to show you pictures of some individuals. Then, you tell me what 

they’re known for.  

  Michael Vick (picture) at one time was one of the most electrifying players in football. Arrested for dog fighting, he 

served his time, apologized and took responsibility. When CBS Sports anchor James Brown asked Vick, "Who do you 

blame for all of this?" Michael Vick replied, “I blame me.” But some will only remember his dog fighting. Chuck Colson 

(picture) was Nixon’s hatchet man and sentenced to prison for his part in Watergate. He came to Christ and began a 

ministry to inmates. But some will only remember his part in Watergate. Jeffrey Dahmer (picture) and Karla Faye 

Tucker (picture)  were both murderers. Jeffrey Dahmer’s acts are unspeakable. Yet, both came to Christ in prison and 

had powerful testimonies. Karla Faye wrote a book about her conversion, Set Free (picture) and was executed for her 

crimes. But both will be remembered for their crimes, not their conversions. Josh Hader (picture) was 17 and sent some 

vile tweets out. Anyone else here remember the dumb stuff they did when they were 17? He’s apologized. But some will 

only remember what he did when he was 17.  

  Christians are often accused of being judgmental. Is that true? No, we’re the people of mercy because our Savior is the 

Lord of mercy. You won’t find mercy in religion. Only Christianity has mercy because only Christianity has a Savior. 

It’s why these lepers cried out to Him, “Jesus, have mercy on us.”  

  Leprosy was the AIDS of the ancient world. These ten men are on the outskirts of some village. Lepers weren’t allowed 

to live among the general populace. If the wind was blowing, they weren’t to come closer than 50 yards. They’re 

isolated, the walking dead. They looked like they’d climbed out of the graves. But they’re alive, sensitive human beings, 

feeling souls living in the nether world on the fringes of society while they rotted to death. 

  Notice that they didn’t cry for healing, but for mercy. Leprosy takes your voice, yet as loud as they could with raspy 

voices, they cried out. They “pray” to Jesus. Desperate people usually pray. A loving God will often drive us to 

desperation so we’ll cry out to Him so that He can show us mercy.  

  Misery loves company. What we have here is a camaraderie of suffering. What would never have taken place in Israel 

or Samaria, because of bigotry, took place among these dying men. It reminds me of that movie, The Bucket List 

(picture). Two men, one a blue-collar mechanic Carter Chambers, and a billionaire hospital CEO, Edward Cole, meet 

for the first time in the hospital. Both have been diagnosed with terminal cancer and what they did not have in life, they 

had in dying – the camaraderie of suffering. 

  We have that same camaraderie with every person we meet, with every person on this planet. The Bible compares 

leprosy to sin. We’re all “lepers.” We all cry out, “Unclean!” “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

It’s vital that we see ourselves before Christ as spiritual lepers. Scripture tells us that our hearts are deceitful and 

desperately sick with sin (Jer. 17:9), unclean before a holy God. Leprosy separated the leper from the community. Sin 

distances us from each other, rupturing human relationships. 

  Only God could heal this horrible disease. Only God can heal the human heart from the vile disease of sin. The proud 

refusal to acknowledge our true condition as spiritual lepers is one of the main reasons people don’t receive God’s 

salvation in Christ. We’re prone to say, “I may have my faults, but I’m only human. I’m not a terrible sinner. Basically, 

I’m a good person.”  

  If these lepers had thought, “We may be sick, but we’re not that bad,” they wouldn’t have cried out for mercy. They 

knew that they were goners unless God had mercy on them. The first step to receiving God’s blessings is to acknowledge 

your desperate condition before Him. Think about it – Do you need a Savior, if you think you’re a basically good 

person?  

  By crying out for mercy, they were acknowledging that they didn’t deserve healing. They weren’t claiming, “We’re 

lepers, but we’re pretty good lepers. We think we’re worthy of being healed.” They knew there was nothing in 

themselves to earn healing or to commend them.  

  This is the only way we can come to God for deliverance from sin. We must acknowledge that we deserve God’s wrath, 

yet appeal to His great mercy. The good news is that God loves to show mercy to anyone who cries out for it! He is 

“abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; for whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 

10:12-13). While His holiness demands that He judge sin, God’s mercy is His predominant attribute. Whatever your 

need, call out to the Lord. God is rich in mercy. 

  Maybe you’re here and you feel healthy spiritually. My friend, if you don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus, 

there’s a terrible, invisible, insidious cancer growing inside your soul. No MRI or CAT scan will find it, but the Bible 

says it’s there. The question is: What are you going to do about it? You should do the same thing these ten men did – cry 

out to Jesus!  

 



3. Our merciful Savior longs to show mercy, “When He saw them He said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the 

priests.’ And as they went they were cleansed.” The word “Master” means “chief commander.” They knew Jesus was 

totally in command of disease and death, and trusted Him to help them.  

  Once Jesus saw them, He immediately responded. This time, however, there was no touch as He’d previously given a 

leper. Nor was there a pronouncement, “Be clean!” Jesus simply told them to go show themselves to the priests. This is 

important – this command was to do what a cured leper would do, following regulations stipulated under the Mosaic 

Law in Leviticus 14. It required an examination by a priest. Priests acted as a kind of health inspector. If they were cured, 

they were to be isolated and undergo an eight-day ceremony, and then reunited with their families.  

  Jesus’ command required faith. Can’t you see them arguing among themselves? They didn’t want to be made fools of, 

yet what did they have to lose? Why didn’t Jesus just heal them, like they’d heard He’d done for others? Obviously, the 

consensus was to give it a try.  

  Physical healing is a minor miracle. To start that walk before the visible healing took place suggests a remarkable 

faith in Jesus’ power and His Word. As they went they were cleansed. It would have been YouTube worthy. “Hey, Ralph, 

you’ve got your hand back.” It was a mass healing. From sickly faces – ears, noses, hands and feet returned. Sandals 

were again filled with healthy, whole feet. It was like ten new-births. Ironically, priests who’d rejected Christ would have 

to acknowledge a miracle had taken place.  

  Faith is stepping out on God’s Word. It doesn’t demand evidence, it simply obeys. The Bible is full of God’s directions 

on how we’re to live. With every directive, He gives us, God also provides the power to accomplish it. Our job is to step 

out in faith and obey. As someone said, “Faith is coming to the edge of all you can see and feel and taking one more step 

into the darkness–trusting that God will either catch you or teach you how to fly!”  

  Spiritual healing is the greatest miracle. Most of us miss that the greater miracle is saving faith. Verse 15 continues, 

“Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face 

at Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan.” All ten lepers demonstrate faith in the Lord, in that they 

took Jesus at His word and acted upon it, but the nine fell short of saving faith. The nine got what they wanted from God 

in terms of healed bodies, but that was it.  

  They never returned to Jesus to receive salvation of their souls. They only received the temporal benefit of healed 

bodies. It was to only the one thankful leper who returned that Jesus proclaimed, “Your faith has saved you.” It’s 

possible to receive special blessings from God in answer to prayer, such as healing from serious illness, and yet miss the 

greatest blessing of all, salvation and eternal life. We’re foolish when we realize that God has blessed us with some 

temporal blessing, to become satisfied and stop there.  

  The emphasis in this story isn’t on the miraculous cure. It’s on how they all responded to God’s mercy. The one 

thankful (now healed) leper represents the full fruit of saving faith. Salvation is the greater miracle.  

  The fact that he’s a Samaritan shows that the way of salvation is open to anyone who will call upon Christ. Jesus calls 

him a foreigner. It’s the only time this word is used in the New Testament. The same word was on signs in the Temple 

prohibiting foreigners from passing into the inner barrier. At the cross Jesus broke down all barriers that divide us from 

God and each other. As Ephesians 2 says, we “have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  

  What gets you excited? What will get you to praise the Lord? Answers to prayer for this life…or eternal answers to 

prayer. This story rebukes me. I get too caught up in the physical world and its blessings, and lose the real world.  

  Healing is fantastic! I know of answers to prayer like that. My tendency is to forget that it’s nothing compared to the 

healing of a soul – of someone eternally healed of the leprosy of sin, forgiven and on their way to heaven.    

 

4. When mercy has been accepted, there is evidence.  In his book, The Life You’ve Always Wanted, John Ortberg, 

(picture) shares a powerful story:  

  “Hank had been a Christian for 50 years. By the time I came to pastor Hank's church, he was an old cranky guy. He’d 

been a member there since he was a young cranky guy. Hank complained about his family, he complained about his job, 

and one day, he began to complain about the church's music.  

  He stopped people in the church lobby—visitors, strangers—and said, “Don't you think the music in this church is too 

loud?” We sat him down and told him he had to stop that. I figured that was the end of it. 

  Several weeks later, I got a visit from a man from OSHA, the government agency that oversees safety in workplaces. I 

wondered, Why is someone from OSHA here to see me? The agent from OSHA began explaining dangerous decibel 

levels at airports and rock concerts. It took me a minute and then I realized what had happened.  

  Hank couldn't get satisfaction anywhere else, so he called OSHA to report that the church's music was too loud! I 

started laughing. I apologized to the OSHA agent for making light of the situation, but it just struck me as silly. The 

agent said, “You think you feel silly? Do you have any idea how much abuse I've taken at the office since everyone 



found out I was busting a church?” Fifty years in the church hadn't brought a smile to Hank. He was just as grumpy as 

he’d always been, maybe more.”  

  You can’t be a healthy Christian and be a griper. If someone is critical, negative, chronically complaining, there’s 

something wrong with their soul. And it should frighten us. It may be an indication that they’re spiritually dead and don’t 

know Jesus. The Bible says that a sign of being unregenerate is ingratitude. Romans 1:21, “For although they knew God, 

they did not honor him as God or give thanks to Him…” A sign of godlessness in the Last Days is “ungratefulness” (2 

Tim. 3:2). Though the other nine were healed, the healing was only skin deep. While ten were healed, just one was 

saved.  

  Our Lord’s closing words would have resounded with 1st century Christians. The word for “rise” was used of Christ’s 

resurrection. It indicates that this man was dead, but is now alive. He had new life. Faith had healed him physically but 

more importantly, spiritually. Saving faith responds to God’s goodness and publicly acknowledges Him in praise and 

gratitude.  

  And this is shocking. The one the Jews would never have thought of being regenerate was a Samaritan. Jews thought 

Samaritans were unsalvageable. It doesn’t matter where you’re from, it only matters where you’re going.   

  This man was distinctly different. If you commit your life to Christ there’s evidence. A marching band was performing 

in a parade. All the band members were walking in perfect rhythm except one guy who was totally out of step. Upon 

closer examination, you could see wires running to his ears. He was plugged into his I-phone. It was playing a different 

tune than everyone else was hearing. That’s a picture of us. As believers, we’re marching to a different beat than this 

world – we’re listening to different music.  

  There is praise. Unable to restrain himself, this healed man praises God with a loud voice. Earlier he pled loudly for 

healing, now he’s loud with praise. The Greek term gives us our word megaphone. He’s mega-voiced in praise to God. 

The praise for our salvation ought to be like we’re at a Packer game. Sober saints is a contradiction. Warren Wiersbe 

(picture) writes, “Instead of going to the priest, the Samaritan became a priest and built his altar at the feet of Jesus.” 

While ten prayed, only one praised. He had what our Pentecostal friends call a “Shouting Session.” Sadly, we’re more 

prone to pray in a time of need than to praise God when He meets that need. 

  There is humility. He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet. Perhaps he recognized Jesus as the coming Messiah. It’s an 

affirmation of Christ’s deity because only God is worthy of worship.  

  It’s nearly impossible to be proud and grateful. Being thankful takes humility. We owe everything to Jesus and can 

claim nothing as coming from ourselves. This leper wasn’t maintaining his dignity. He knew that he’d been healed 

because of Jesus’ mercy, and so he readily fell on his face at Jesus’ feet. And that’s where every saved person should 

camp out! 

  There is wisdom, your faith has made you well. “Made you well” is a different word. It’s not a medical word, 

necessarily, though it was used to describe the safe delivery of a baby. It means “saved.” It was used for those who 

escaped dangerous situations. Sailors surviving a storm at sea have been saved. When Matthew began his gospel, he 

started with the Christmas story. The angel told Joseph to name the Christ child Jesus, because that name meant that He 

would “save people from their sins.” When the Apostle Paul described what happened to someone who publicly 

professed Jesus as Lord and Savior, he used this same word. 

  Nine had their health; only one had salvation. There’s a cultural lie…“if you have your health, you have just about 

everything.” We’ve missed the boat when we’re more concerned about what goes in our mouths than what’s in our heart. 

What are you more concerned about?  

  Last Monday I was at lunch at Rotary. They often have cookies for dessert but I rarely touch them. Since Jane was out 

of town, I thought I’d grab a few for Ben and Charity. And I had a guy jump all over me, telling me how bad they were 

for me. Other than Rotary, I don’t know him. I realize I’m not a skinny-mini, but I was trying to figure out how it was his 

business. And I’d venture that if I’d let out a string of profanities, he’d never have said a word.  

  We make the same blunder. We’re more concerned about health than heart. We’re more concerned about appearance 

than attitude. I’m not suggesting that we should abuse our bodies, yet, what is God more concerned about?   

  The nine were physically healed. But unless they came to Christ, someday they’d die and in eternity face something far 

worse than leprosy. This Samaritan was wise. What Jesus said to him indicated his unique position among the ten. He 

was spiritually “well.”   

 

Conclusion: Ungratefulness grieves the Savior. We hear it in His three questions: “Were not ten cleansed? Where are 

the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” They are so caught up with their 

healing, that they don’t go back to thank Jesus, as this Samaritan does. Grace works in surprising places. The ten 

experienced common grace, only the Samaritan experienced saving grace.  



  While on a short-term mission’s trip in 1996, Pastor Jack Hinton (picture) was leading worship at a leper colony on the 

island of Tabango. There was time for one more song, so he asked if anyone had a request. A woman who’d been facing 

away from the pulpit turned around. “It was the most hideous face I had ever seen,” Hinton said. “The woman's nose and 

ears were entirely gone. The disease had destroyed her lips as well. She lifted a fingerless hand in the air and asked, ‘Can 

we sing Count Your Many Blessings?’”  

  Overcome with emotion, Pastor Hinton had to leave the service. He was followed by a team member who said, “Jack, I 

guess you'll never be able to sing that song again?” “Yes I will,” Jack replied, “but I'll never sing it the same way.”  

  When you really meet Jesus, you’re never the same. There are eternal lessons for us here. Certainly we must understand 

that no one is saved because they have a pleasant, optimistic or thankful spirit. Jesus is not teaching salvation by 

disposition. But He is teaching that when there’s true faith, there are profoundly thankful hearts. You can’t read the New 

Testament without being overwhelmed with how verse after verse is praise to the Lord. Those who know Christ are 

radically Christ-centered. They’re people of great praise and gratitude. Yet, those who do not know Jesus are chronically 

ungrateful. They gripe and groan. Two take home truths:  

  Gratitude is the highest duty of the believer and the fountain from which all other blessings flow. 

  Ingratitude is the leprosy of the soul. It eats away on the inside, destroys our happiness, cripples our joy, withers our 

compassion, paralyzes our praise and renders us numb to all the blessings of God. 

  Ten men were healed that day. Only one came back to give thanks. Are you living with the nine, or are you with the 

one? Gratitude Grows from Grace. 

  Too many of us take our blessings for granted and groan. Is that you? It doesn’t have to be. Praise is a choice. A 

thankful heart is a choice you must make. No one is forced to gripe and complain. You choose the way you live.  

  The one who returned to give thanks chose not to forget what Jesus had done for him. The secret of a thankful heart is a 

conscious choice not to forget what God has done for you.  

  Do you really know Jesus? Are you born-again? Is there evidence? Are you a person of praise?  

  Or, are you a griper? Do you sound like every other pagan who’s doesn’t know Jesus? Gratitude Grows from Grace. 

If there’s little gratitude, maybe it’s because you’ve never really experienced God’s grace.  


