
Does the Honeymoon have to end?                                         Genesis 2:21-24   

 

Did you know that Americans have one of the highest marriage rates in the world? Americans believe in marriage. 

Although people today wait until they’re somewhat older (on the average) to marry than they did some years ago, 96% 

of Americans will marry at some point in their lives. If you asked the average American to list the ingredients of a good 

life, most would place being happily married near the top. Even 80% of those who divorce marry again which indicates 

that they still believe in marriage.  

  Though marriages are meant to last a lifetime, they can deteriorate rather quickly. That’s because every marriage has 

problems. From the beginning of the honeymoon, all along the way, partners struggle with their weaknesses, differences 

and with the crises life brings their way.  

  Every marriage has some conflict. Every marriage has shared more pain than anyone outside knows. Every marriage is 

a journey of hills and valleys, highs and lows. Though all marriages have troubles, not all marriages are in trouble. There 

are times when we argue over trivial issues or when we think our partner acts like a jerk or when we can’t agree about 

something that’s important to each of us. Maybe yours is a good marriage, but you know it’s not as good as it could be, 

then this message is for you. 

  Yesterday, I had the privilege of officiating the wedding of Angela Borucki and Kim Yuzhe. Angie is the daughter of 

our Dave and Karyn and I’ve now officiated the weddings of both Katie and Angie.  

  It was a beautiful wedding. Suffice it to say that it was a wonderful day and not unlike countless others that I’ve been a 

part of as a pastor, days that absolutely glow with family joy.  

  In our culture, weddings are a very big deal. People believe in marriage. One reason that they do is because inside they 

know we each need companionship in life. It’s the way we’re wired. As the beginning of the creation account it tells us, 

“It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). Marriage is God’s plan. God wants it to be fulfilling.  

  This morning we’re breaking from our study in Luke and we want to ask the question, Does the Honeymoon have to 

end? Please turn to Genesis 2:21-24 (p.    ). This morning we want to look at four basic principles that help this inborn 

need we have for companionship. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.The first requirement for a successful marriage is for both husband and wife to be committed to the marriage 

for the long haul. In other words spouses must agree that they’re devoted to their relationship no matter what, until 

death do them part. Anyone who’s been married for ten years or more will tell you that all marriages go through phases.  

  The Romance Stage. The first phase could be referred to as the Romance Stage. During the first months or years, 

couples intensely focus only on each other. They’re spellbound, absorbed with each other. During this stage the tendency 

is to put your partner up on a pedestal. He or she can do no wrong. Spouses will wax poetic in this stage as an expression 

of their love for their spouse. We find an example of this in the 4th chapter of the Song of Solomon where a love struck 

husband describes his wife by saying, “How beautiful you are my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your eyes behind your veil 

are doves. Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from Mount Gilead!” (Song of Solomon 4:1). 

  Remember it’s a Middle-eastern setting so these are complimentary phrases! He goes on, “Your lips are like a scarlet 

ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the 

tower of David, built with elegance…” (Song of Solomon 4:3-4). He continues to describe her physical attributes. You 

get the idea so we’ll stop at the neckline. Solomon is in the Romance Stage, totally focused on his wife. It’s a focus that 

drives him to write poetry. 

  The Romance Stage is characterized by indulgence. Lots of giving in and giving up, “Whatever you want darling!” 

Couples go along to get along, catering to each other’s whims. A wife can’t stand sports but during the romance stage 

she goes to ball games with her husband anyway. Husbands can’t stand shopping but go to malls and outlets with their 

wives anyway. 

  There’s lots of ignorance in this early stage. Couples don’t really know each other. Now this stage doesn’t last long. 

Soon couples get to know each other and realize that their partners have faults. They see how they look and smell in the 

morning. This Romance Stage is referred to as the ideal, but as they get to know each other the ideal turns into an ordeal. 

At this point they enter the second stage known as… 

  The Reality Stage. Once again Solomon gives us an example of this. Before Solomon was saying that his wife was 

perfect, flawless. But a little while later in Proverbs 27:15-16, he’s changed his tune, saying this about his lovely wife 

with lips like a scarlet ribbon… “A quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping on a rainy day. Restraining her is like 

restraining the wind or grasping oil with the hand.” Wow! What happened? Rick Warren (picture) puts it this way, 

“His delight turned to disillusionment. His dating to debating. His romance to resentment. The ideal to an ordeal.” 



  In this stage dullness often sets in. Things are no longer exciting. Disagreements turn the relationship into a cold war. 

What started as puppy love has gone to the dogs. Most marriages change. They go from romance to reality, and shortly 

thereafter they enter the third stage… 

  The Rethinking Stage. The Romance Stage is when we think of marriage as the ideal. The Reality Stage is when the 

ideal turns into an ordeal. The Rethinking stage is when we want a new deal. It’s at this point many couples do exactly 

that. They file for divorce and search for a new deal.  

  Couples though can get through these three stages and even grow marriages that are better in spite of them. Many of 

you have done that. But you must go into marriage with a mutual commitment that a new deal isn’t an option. You must 

decide that no matter what comes you’re committed to your relationship for life. There are two reasons for that. 

  Those with a long haul mind set are more likely to marry right in the first place. Couples with this conviction are less 

likely to get married without due thought and consideration. If we know there’s no turning back, we’re not haphazard 

about marriage. We take it very seriously. Ministers often say at the beginning of a wedding, “Marriage is not to be 

entered into unadvisedly but seriously, reverently, and in the fear of the Lord.”  

  Imagine what it’d be like in America if the law was you could only own one car for the rest of your life. You could 

never trade it in for a newer or better model. You could never junk it because it cost too much or breaks down too often. 

If this were the law, wouldn’t you be very careful in making this purchase? Of course you would! The same principle 

applies to marriage. When we recognize its permanence, we’ll be wiser when it comes to when and with whom we make 

that once-in-a-lifetime commitment. 

  If a new deal is not an option, we’re more likely to strive to make our marriage work. We realize this is it. It’s my one 

and only shot. I’ve got to work to make this work. To be good at marriage it takes lots of work. It takes a life-time of 

work. To be good at marriage requires skill and to develop any skill takes time and practice. Someone one said, 

“Marriage is like twirling a baton, turning hand springs, or eating with chopsticks. It looks easy until you try it.” 

Marriage takes time and practice. It takes years of work for two different sinful beings to learn to work together. 

  If you see a football team that’s comprised primarily of freshmen playing and then see them four years later, playing as 

seniors, there will be a marked difference. By the end of all those years of training, they’re much more skilled and know 

better how to play together as a team.    

  The same is true in marriage. It takes time to get good at it. You don’t become a good mate to your spouse overnight. 

The longer and harder you work at it, the better and more wonderful it can get. But couples who decide they want a new 

deal, who quit because it got tough, will never really experience genuine marital bliss. That kind of marital joy only 

comes to those who persevere and work at their marriage. Unfortunately, in these days of the omnipresence of divorce, 

it’s difficult for the average spouse to learn the skills he/she needs in order to develop a great marriage. 

  A strong and wonderful marriage isn’t from compatibility. It’s from commitment. “A good marriage is not a gift which 

the bride and groom discover among the wedding presents. It’s an achievement, a home-made, life-long, do-it-yourself 

project. It’s built by two hearts and two pairs of hands, constantly working together at the task over a long period of 

time.” 

  It’s one reason God has commanded in His Word, that, “…what He has joined together, no man is to separate.” Our 

Heavenly Father didn’t issue that command to restrict us or to make us miserable. God, as the Designer of marriage, 

knows that love and fulfillment only exist where there’s long term trust and commitment. It’s only in the atmosphere of 

“no matter what I’m not giving up” commitment that genuine love deepens and takes root.  

 

2. Spouses must seek to understand and embrace each other’s differences. Each man and woman is different beyond 

the obvious physical differences. Spouses don’t usually realize how different they are until they get through the Romance 

Stage. Then, their eyes are opened and they often say something like this, “Before we were married we had so much in 

common and now that we’re married, we have nothing in common.”  

  That’s not quite true, but most couples soon realize that they have a lot less in common than they originally thought. It’s 

almost humorous how often God seems to put exact opposites together.  

  For example: One spouse is an early riser. The other wants to hibernate until noon. One loves to talk and has the gift of 

gab. The other is deaf and dumb. One is a people person. They love to be around groups of people. The other is more 

comfortable alone. One loves to go out. The other is a homebody. One loves to spend money. Their spouse is a tightwad. 

One is always on time. The other is never on time. 

  As Gary Chapman (picture) points out in his best-selling book, The Five Love Languages, spouses communicate love 

differently. Some do so through physical touch, while others do so through acts of service and so on. Most couples don’t 

communicate love in the same way. 



  Once couples realize how different they are from their spouses, they often think they made a big mistake and must give 

up on the relationship, and start searching for a new deal. They think their only option is to quit the marriage and renew 

their quest for someone who’s the perfect match for them, someone with whom they share likes and dislikes.  

  Do you remember the ancient Greek legend of a Cyprian king named Pygmalion? He found a unique way to solve 

potential marital differences. He became so frustrated with his inability to find a perfect match, the right woman to 

marry, he decided to sculpt her (picture). Out of the most exquisite ivory he could find, he carved the woman of his 

dreams. When he’s done, he prayed, and the ivory woman miraculously came to life. Pygmalion took his perfect match 

as his wife and lived happily ever after.  

  When husbands and wives discover how different they are, they often use Pygmalion’s technique. They chip and chisel 

away at their spouses “flaws.” That’s a big blunder! If a marriage is to be strong, they must discover and embrace, and 

even delight in each other’s uniqueness. Instead of differences being weapons of warfare, God intended for them to be 

tools of growth. To have a whole marriage, you need diversity. It takes two unique people. In the same way that it takes a 

fork and a knife to eat a meal, it takes two different people to make a complete marital team.  

  Genesis 2:24 says that in marriage, husband and wife become “one.” When Jesus quoted this text in the New Testament 

He used a little Greek word pronounced, “heis.” It means unity. It was also used to express the idea of uniqueness. This 

may seem a bit contradictory. Think about it, to say, “The two shall become one” is much different than to say, “The two 

shall be come unique.” What Jesus was saying is that a godly marriage is one that honors both your unity and your 

uniqueness.  

  Couples should share some common interests, but to be whole, their relationship needs differences. Then, couples form 

a partnership stronger than either one alone as they compensate for each other’s weaknesses and encourage each other’s 

strengths. One tool for discovering each other’s unique differences is the Meyers-Briggs Type Indicator test. Maybe 

you’ve taken it. The rational behind this test is that all people approach four selected areas of life in ways that are 

fundamentally different, yet equally right. These different ways of behaving are called preferences.  

  The first area of difference looks at where people get their energy and how this impacts relational patterns. For 

example, extroverts derive energy from social contact. They like to be with people. Introverts derive energy from 

solitude.  

  The second area deals with how people take in information and problem-solve. Intuitive people focus on ideas and 

possibilities. They’re imaginative and constantly dream of better ways to do things. They’re big picture types who don’t 

want to get bogged down with details. On the other hand, sensing people say, “I’ll trust you when I see the facts! Give 

me the pertinent data first.” It’s makes meetings very interesting because you have dreamers and then you have doers. 

It’s can be difficult to get them to agree.   

  The third area of differing preference is how we make decision. Thinkers make them based on logic and practicality. 

They take a cool calculated approach and look at obvious cause and effect. If it makes sense do it. Thinkers are 

concerned about efficiency, profitability, effectiveness and achievement. Their opposite, feelers, base decisions on more 

people-oriented implications. They tune in to emotions and sentiments. Feelers agonize over confrontations, losing sleep 

over decisions that impact others.   

  The last area deals with basic life orientation. Structured people prefer a predictable routine and thrive on organization. 

They love deadlines, rules, and policies. They like to make plans and stick with them. They’re frustrated by 

interruptions, surprise, or change. Unstructured people love spontaneity. They despise routines, rules, and deadlines, and 

avoid planning at all costs. They prefer to let a day unfold naturally and see what adventure might be around the corner. 

They’re “play-it-by-ear” people and like life when it’s unplanned and unsettled, when all the options are open. 

  If we did a survey, we’d soon learn that many of you are married to an opposite in some way…a thinker to a feeler…an 

extrovert to an introvert. If that’s the case, don’t despair. Neither of these four different extremes are more right than the 

other. All are important.  

  If you’re an intuitive married to a sensor or a structured married to an unstructured then praise the Lord because He’s 

given you someone uniquely gifted to make up for your weaknesses. You’re stronger, more complete, together as a 

marital unit than you would have been alone.  

  Jane is more of a feeler. I’m more of a thinker. Jane is structured. I tend to be unstructured. These differences make us a 

better team. In our 35 years of marriage we’ve learned that we those differences. We’ve come to not only understand 

them, but to embrace and value them. The same is true for every marriage. You need a spouse who is different than you. 

  Understanding our differences has other benefits. First, it’s hard to love someone authentically until you understand 

them. It’s hard to resolve marital conflicts until you see the underlying issues that often come from our uniqueness. 

When you quit passing judgement on differences, you open the door for workable compromises and end up delighting in 

the very differences that once caused division. But to nurture a healthy marriage, spouses must be committed to the long 

haul. They must seek to understand and embrace each other’s differences… 



 

3. But third and most important, you must invite God into your marital relationship. The family was designed to 

function best with each member acknowledging Christ as Lord. When spouses do this, marriage works. When they don’t, 

it doesn’t. Or, at best, it’s a shadow of what it could be. We can’t love each other the way we’re designed to be loved on 

our own. We need an outside power source to do this. That source is God.  

  Many of you think that you have a marital problem. You don’t. You have a spiritual problem. Until you solve your 

relationship with God, you’ll never solve your marital problems. The tragic truth is that a husband and wife who leave 

God out of their lives and marriage never really understand what it means to love each other. They only scratch the 

surface of intimacy. In his book, Love, Sex, and Lasting Relationships, Chip Ingram (picture) points out that our culture 

has marriage all wrong. He rightly concludes that the world says that these are the steps to marital bliss: a. FIND the 

right person. b. FALL in love. c. FIX your hopes and dreams on this person for your future fulfillment. d. If FAILURE 

occurs get a new deal by repeating steps 1, 2, & 3. But, God’s prescription for marital joy is much different. It goes like 

this: a. BECOME the right person. b. WALK in love. c. FIX your hope on God and seek to please Him through this 

relationship. d. If FAILURE occurs repeat steps 1, 2, 3. 

  Do you see the difference a relationship with God can make in a marriage? Instead of finding the right person, be the 

right person! Our love for others, especially our spouse, flows out of our sense of being deeply loved by God. Instead of 

looking for love, God tells us to realize that His love has already found us. God loves us more than we could ever 

deserve. He meets our need for love. The best way for us to demonstrate that we understand and have accepted God’s 

love is to imitate Him as closely as possible in the way we treat others, especially our spouses.  

  Ephesians 4:32 says, Godly spouses are, “kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other just as in Christ 

God forgave them.” Spouses who have a deep relationship with Christ are secure in who they are. They’re secure enough 

to be a giver, not a taker. They walk in love, giving their spouse what he or she needs the most when it’s least deserved 

because they know that’s exactly how God treats them. Christian spouses express their view of each other like this: 

“You’re not the most important person in my life, Christ is. Because He is, I’m going to treat you better than I could treat 

you if you were the most important person in my life. Christ will help me love you more than I could ever love you in 

my strength alone.”  

  Then, when the inevitable problems come in a marriage where God is honored, you don’t quit. You repeat the first three 

steps and work harder at becoming the right person, walking in love and relating in ways that God would want you to 

relate. Does that sound like a great spouse or what?! 

 

Conclusion: Let me bring this home with a powerful story that illustrates this. One of my favorite authors, Gary Inrig 

(picture), quotes Tom Anderson in this true story.  

  Tom writes, “I made a vow to myself on the drive down to the vacation beach cottage: For two weeks I would try to be 

a loving husband and father, totally loving…no ifs, ands, or buts. The idea had come to me as I listened to a 

commentator on my car’s tape player. He was quoting a Biblical passage about husbands being thoughtful toward their 

wives. Then he went on to say, ‘Love is the act of the will. A person can choose to love.’ To myself I had to admit I’d 

been a selfish husband, that our love had been dulled by my own insensitivity…in petty ways. Chiding Evelyn for her 

tardiness; insisting on the TV channel I wanted to watch; throwing out day old newspapers away before Evelyn had a 

chance to read them – I’d read them! Well, for two weeks, all of that would change. And, it did. Right from the moment I 

kissed Evelyn at the door and said, ‘That new yellow sweater looks great on you!’ ‘Oh, Tom,’ she gushed. ‘You 

noticed!’ (maybe a little shocked) 

  After the long drive, I wanted to sit and read. Evelyn suggested we walk on the beach. I started to refuse but then I 

thought – Evelyn’s been alone with all the kids for weeks and now she wants to be alone with me! So, we walked on the 

beach while the children flew their kite’s. 

  And, so it went. Two weeks of not calling the Wall Street Investment Firm where I’m a director. We visited the Shell 

Museum – though I usually hate museums. Holding my tongue while Evelyn was getting ready – making us late for a 

dinner date. Relaxed and happy, that’s how the whole vacation passed. I made a vow to keep on remembering to choose 

love. 

  There was one thing that went wrong with my experiment, however. On the last night at the cottage, preparing for bed, 

Evelyn stared at me with the saddest expression. ‘What is the matter?’ I asked her. ‘Tom,’ she said, her voice filled with 

distress, ‘Do you know something I don’t know?’  

  ‘What do you mean?’ I asked. ‘Well, that check-up I had several weeks ago – did our doctor tell you something about 

me?’  

  ‘Tom, you’ve been so good to me. Am I dying?’ It took a moment for it all to sink in and then I burst out laughing, ‘No, 

honey,’ I said, wrapping my arms around her. ‘You’re not dying.’ ‘I’m just starting to live.’  



  Today, do you need to start to live again in your marriage? Maybe you realize that the tough times you’ve been going 

through with your spouse are because you have been leaving God out of your marriage. If that’s true, you may need to 

respond by squeezing your spouse’s hand as if to say, “I want to finish what we started. I want to grow old with you. In 

our marriage I want to experience the blessing God intended it to be. I want God to be central in our relationship.”  

  Or, you may be an individual who realizes that you’ve left God out of your life. Our time together today has helped you 

to see how lonely you are. You want to experience true wholeness. If that’s the case, then I encourage you to talk to God 

right now. Ask Him to cleanse you of your sin and to come into your heart and life.  

  Does the Honeymoon have to end?  No, it doesn’t. But you must choose to be the person who pleases God in your 

marriage.                                    


