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Once upon a time…Santa Clause is coming to town. The Easter Bunny will be here soon. Put it under your pillow for the 

Tooth Fairy. It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown! (picture). Some 40% of Americans believe in the Second Coming 

of Christ. Yet, for most, it’s little more than “Once upon a time or Santa Clause is coming to town.”  

  Most love Jesus in the manger. Many appreciate His ethical teachings. They’re even okay with Jesus on the cross. But 

the Second Coming…Well, that’s up there with fairy tale stuff. Maybe that’s you this morning. So, Is Jesus’ Second 

Coming a Fairy Tale? 

  When Jesus was on this earth, He clearly taught that He was coming again In fact, He taught it over and over again. 

One of those lessons that He taught is found in Luke 17:20-37 (p. 876). Please turn there as we continue our study in the 

Gospel of Luke, Finding Jesus.  

  This is one of two major such passages in Luke (the other is in Luke 21). Our text falls into two sections. Jesus first 

(vss. 20-21) responds to the Pharisees’ questions about when the kingdom of God is coming. Then, (vss. 22-37), Jesus 

speaks to His disciples on the same topic. He unpacks that there is a two-fold nature to the kingdom of God, both a 

present and future dimension. The kingdom of God is already a present reality in Him but its  final consummation lies in 

the future when Jesus returns in all His majesty.  

  Please understand, God did not give us prophecy in the Bible so we could sit around, speculating about what’s going to 

happen in the future. It’s always given so that we can apply it to how we live in the present in light of what God has 

promised to do in the future. Specifically, it’s crucial that each of us personally understand how we can be in God’s 

kingdom.  

  As He shows us, to be in God’s kingdom, we must be personally related to King Jesus and must faithfully await the 

kingdom’s consummation when Jesus returns in all His glory. You can’t say that you believe in Jesus or His words, but 

reject His second coming.  

  The New Testament has much to say about the kingdom of God. The Gospel of Luke alone has 27 occurrences of the 

phrase the kingdom of God. The New Testament centers on the kingdom’s King—Jesus Christ. The kingdom of God 

doesn’t begin in the New Testament. It begins in Genesis 1. Adam and Eve lived in willing obedience to God’s rule. The 

kingdom of God is what gives continuity to the Old Testament. To put it simply, the fundamental definition of the 

kingdom of God is: God’s people, in God’s place, under God’s rule. In Eden the kingdom was destroyed by man’s sin. 

The rest of Scripture is about the restoration of a people who are willing subjects to the perfect rule of God.  

  The kingdom of God is at the heart of Jesus’ preaching and teaching. A question from the Pharisees provides Jesus with 

an opportunity to clarify this central aspect of His teaching. In His response and His following teaching to His disciples, 

Jesus moves forward from the kingdom of God to describe “the days of the Son of Man” in a way that clearly goes 

beyond the present scene to a future, coming climatic point in human history.  

  When it comes to prophecy and God’s kingdom, there are some key terms we need to understand. Let me encourage 

you to look at it later. In the bulletin there is an insert with some key terms defined. Turn your attention again to Luke 

17. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.Christ’s Kingdom is already here, “Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He 

answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or 

‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you’.”  

  Some years ago, we were in Atlanta on a Sunday and planning to have lunch after church with my Mom’s best friend, 

Harriette Crain. Harriette is not technologically savvy. Being unaware of GPS, she assumed that we’d call for directions. 

When we just showed up, she was shocked, unprepared and not quite happy. She was looking for us to come in the 

“future.”  

  The Pharisees were looking for something in the future, but totally missing that “the kingdom of God is in the midst of 

you” in the Person and Presence of Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself was the embodiment of the Kingdom. Their question is 

both legitimate, yet tragic.  

  Jesus had been ministering among them for some three years but they’re still spiritually blind. Their views of the 

kingdom are political, not spiritual. Jesus doesn’t deny that there will be a future earthly kingdom. But what was vital is 

His spiritual kingdom which can only be entered into by the new birth (John 3:1-8). The Pharisees were looking for the 

kingdom out there, but the kingdom of God must first be in our own hearts.  

  They’re not that much unlike us. Often we’re focused on political change, while God wants to change our hearts. 

There’s a warning inherent for us here that we submit totally to the Lordship of Christ in every part of our lives.  



  Surrender? Now there’s a repugnant word for Americans. We wear never surrendering as a badge of honor. I have 

difficulty with the concept of surrender, don’t you? Americans don’t surrender. Surrender means weakness and defeat. It 

means I give up. Surrendering to God is a challenge even for those who have come to know the Lord of glory, 

Jesus Christ. 

  Gary Thomas, in his book, Seeking the Face of God, (picture) makes this statement: “Christian health is not defined by 

how happy we are, how prosperous or healthy we are…Christian health is ultimately defined by how sincerely we wave 

our flag of surrender.” In other words, the way to measure our spiritual health is to determine how surrendered we are to 

God.  

  Many believers are miserable, going through the motions and missing out on a healthy, fulfilling Christian life because 

of an unwillingness to surrender fully to the Lord Jesus. Our churches are full of the un-surrendered and those who are 

not progressively growing in their surrender to Christ.  

  It’s why our churches are spiritually diseased. Unhealthy churches focus on self. They’re  more concerned with 

buildings and budgets, or programs, than on the glory of Christ in the salvation and sanctification of His Church from all 

people groups. We’re more concerned about who is in leadership in Madison or D.C., than we are who is on the throne 

of our own hearts.  

  The Pharisees wrongly were looking over the horizon for God’s kingdom or for some signs about it. Yet, God’s 

kingdom was standing before them and it’s here with us now. God’s kingdom reigns every time someone surrenders 

their life to Christ and is gloriously saved. It’s present every time you and I, and our church surrender more ground of 

our lives to King Jesus. Do you really want to see His kingdom? Then, surrender. What is it in your life that you’re 

holding back? What is it that you need to surrender to King Jesus?  

  Remember eating Cracker Jacks (picture) when you were a kid? Did you do what I did? I’d shake the box up to get the 

prize at the bottom, then I’d eat the Cracker Jacks. That’s what’s happening with these Pharisees. They’re looking for the 

prize at the end of the box. “When do we get the prize? When does the Kingdom finally come?”  

  Jesus says, “Don’t miss it! You’re in the middle of the Kingdom right now. It’s all around you because the King is in 

your midst.” Then, in the same passage in the same breath Jesus changes the verb tense and says, “But it is also 

coming.” The kingdom of God has a dual meaning. It’s much more than an invisible kingdom in your heart. Scripture 

reveals the kingdom has a future aspect. There will be a literal, visible kingdom of God in the future. Sometime in the 

future King Jesus will rule over all the nations.  

  That’s found even in the Nativity. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that Jesus would be born, he made several 

announcements about Jesus: He would be called Jesus; He would be great, and save His people from their sins. Jesus has 

already done that. Gabriel also predicted a time when “the government shall be upon His shoulders.” That’s future! It 

hasn’t happened yet.  

  Can you imagine the UN meeting to discuss Iran? On TV you see them getting on their knees, praying, “Jesus, the 

government is on your shoulders. Tell us what to do about Iran.” Don’t hold your breath! One day, it will happen. Every 

government of the world will look to Jesus as their Sovereign.  

  Many of us need to relax about the future aspect of the kingdom. Our real responsibility is to be good subjects in the 

present kingdom. Some only think about heaven, and how wonderful it will be, but miss out on how wonderful it is in 

our lives now. Christ’s kingdom is here, it’s now. The Christian life isn’t just pie in the sky. It’s also steak on your plate 

while you wait! It’s wonderful to want King Jesus to return. It’s wrong to act like your life is your own. You and I are to 

surrender and live for the King now. Jesus’ kingdom is already here.  

 

2. Christ’s coming Kingdom should be longed for, “And [Jesus] said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you 

will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or 

‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, 

so will the Son of Man be in His day.’”  

  A few years ago radio preacher, Harold Camping (picture) rattled many naive Christians and brought great ridicule 

from unbelievers when he predicted the Rapture was going to happen on May 21, 2011. He spent millions of dollars, 

some of it from donations made by followers who quit their jobs and sold all their possessions, to spread the word on 

more than 5,000 billboards plastered with the Judgment Day message. When the Judgment Day never materialized, he 

revised his prophecy, saying he’d been off by five months. Finally, after that cataclysmic event didn’t happen either, 

Camping acknowledged that his apocalyptic prophecy had been wrong.  

  Harold Camping wasn’t the first and unfortunately, won’t be the last, to set a date for Christ’s return. A little-known 

fact from the life of Christopher Columbus (picture) is that he predicted the end of the world. He wrote a book, The 

Book of Prophecies, in which he prophesied the world would end in 1656. He stated very dogmatically, “there is no 

doubt that the world must end in one hundred fifty-five years.” He, too, was wrong.  



  Having answered the Pharisees, Jesus turns to His disciples to instruct them about the coming of the kingdom. He 

cautions them to not become so obsessed with His return that they do nothing else but attempt to track Him. It’s a 

powerful warning for those who date set and do little but focus on prophecy. Certainly, we must be anticipating His 

return and long to see Him come. Scripture commands us to long for His appearing (2 Timothy 4:8). Yet, we’re to be 

ready by serving Him faithfully now until He returns.  

  Our Lord used metaphors anyone can understand, like lightning (picture). He said His coming would be like lightning. 

Jesus understood everything about lightning, since He’s the Creator. His great appearing will be cosmic – like a thousand 

24,000 mile long lightning bolts simultaneously ringing the earth. Everyone will see it. Jesus will be unmistakably, 

instantaneously and universally revealed in all of His majesty and glory!   

  So how is His return like lightning? Lightning strikes when there’s a storm. When Jesus returns He’ll come into a 

stormy world of political, moral and economic chaos. Lightning strikes quickly. It doesn’t slowly weave its way down. 

When Jesus comes to rapture His Church, He’ll stop in the clouds. Believers who are alive will be caught up to meet 

Him, faster than lightning. I Corinthians 15 tells us when Jesus comes for His Church it will happen in a “twinkling of an 

eye.”  

  Lightning has awesome power. When it flashes the air is heated to 1,400º F. This rapid heating creates such a shock, 

it’s followed by an audible sonic wave we call thunder. The energy discharged in a single stroke of lightning is enough to 

lift a two ton weight (like your car) 62 miles straight upward.  

  When Jesus returns, He’ll come as the all-powerful King. He came the first time as the Lamb of God to bear the sin of 

the world. When He comes again, He’ll come as the mighty Lion of the Tribe of Judah!  

  You never know when lightning will strike. It’s always unexpected. The return of Jesus is going to happen when people 

least expect it. In 1 Thessalonians 5:2 Paul used another metaphor to describe Jesus’ unexpected return: “The day of the 

Lord will come like a thief in the night.” Every time you read of a burglary or see lightning flash across the sky, it should 

remind you to be ready for Jesus’ return.  

  As our world grows darker, believers long for Christ’s return. We look at our world’s problems and cry out, “How long, 

O Lord?” Listen to this description of the times: It is a gloomy moment in the history of our country. Not in the lifetime of 

most men has there been so much grave and deep apprehension; never has the future seemed so incalculable as at this 

time. The domestic economic situation is in chaos. Our dollar is weak throughout the world. Prices are so high as to be 

utterly impossible. The political cauldron seethes and bubbles with uncertainty. Russia hangs, as usual, like a cloud, 

dark and silent, upon the horizon. It is a solemn moment. Of our troubles no man can see the end.” That quote though is 

from Harper’s Magazine…October 10, 1847 (picture)! Times have always seemed tough! Christians have always 

known that only Jesus can deliver us from this mess. 

 

3. The King must die a sacrificial death before His Kingdom can come, “But first He must suffer many things and be 

rejected by this generation.” In America we have difficulty understanding royalty or relating to kings. We’re fascinated 

by the weddings of Britain’s royalty, but we’re far removed from a world ruled by a king. A king is equivalent to a 

dictator in our minds. The thought of Jesus as king of us and our world is hard for us to relate to.   

  But Jesus is first a self-sacrificing king. If you’ve never read, C.S. Lewis’, The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 

(picture), I’d encourage you to. It will give a you glimpse of Jesus’ great sacrifice for us. Kings aren’t known for 

sacrifice. They take. Can you imagine any President in recent history sacrificing himself for our country? Giving his life 

for the nation? No, Presidents order others to go into harm’s way and sacrifice themselves.  

  Yet, our King sacrificed Himself for our sins. He suffered innocently for us. That Jesus was to be “despised and 

rejected” was prophesied repeatedly in the Old Testament (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22). It was the necessary price for our 

forgiveness and salvation. Jesus is saying this here, as He did again after His resurrection, preparing His disciples to wait 

for the future, coming kingdom.  

  Our Lord always viewed His kingdom through the lens of the crucifixion and resurrection. To establish His kingdom of 

grace, He first must die and pay the price for sinners, taking upon Himself the judgement that our sins deserved. We can 

only enter the kingdom of God by first trusting that Jesus died on the cross for our sins. The kingdom only comes to us 

when we commit our lives to Him for our salvation.   

 

4. Christ’s coming Kingdom will come when life seems “normal.” “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in 

the days of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day 

when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they 

were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire 

and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all—so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. On that 



day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let 

the one who is in the field not turn back. Remember Lot's wife.”  

  Last week with the 17th anniversary of 9/11, Jeremy Pierre (picture), a professor at Southern Seminary, tweeted, “9/11 

is an annual reminder that your whole sense of the world can shift in a moment, when realities you weren’t aware of 

make themselves painfully known. We can’t trust our own sense of the world. We have to trust the God who exists above 

both the world and our sense of it.” He’s right. On September 11, 2001, people went to work, kids went to school, 

passengers got on airplanes, people walked their dogs, checked their emails. It was just another day…until it wasn’t. 

  That’s what Jesus was saying. It’ll be just another day when Christ returns. God’s judgement will break inescapably, 

surprisingly, abruptly, into the mundane of life. Eating, drinking, marrying, buying and selling, doing business – it’s the 

stuff of everyday life. It’s the assumption that the universe is a closed naturalistic system of cause and effect. Because the 

return of Christ is “miraculous,” it’s reasoned that it will never happen…until it does. And it will!  

  No one expected 9/11. No one anticipated Pearl Harbor. The Titanic was unsinkable. Passengers were sipping martinis 

on the deck when it struck an iceberg. During the years it took Noah to build the ark, he warned people that God’s 

judgement was coming. They didn’t pay attention as he gathered animals. Then the rain came.  

  Though angels had appeared in its streets, Sodom went on sinning. Even Lot’s son in-laws were unconvinced until the 

judgement fell.  

  Jesus’ point is not that the people of Noah’s day or Lot’s day were so vile. It’s that they thought they had all the time in 

the world, but they didn’t. They’d been warned, but chose to ignore the warnings. It wasn’t sin, it was indifference that 

destroyed them.  

  Like a firefighter who won’t allow the owner to run back into the fiery inferno of his own home, Jesus says that the 

judgement will be so severe that if you’re on the roof, don’t go back in the house, take the outside stairs. Or, if you’re in 

the field, flee and don’t turn back.   

   To drive His point home, He adds, “Remember Lot’s wife.” Here was a woman who’d had angels in her home warning 

her judgement was coming mere hours before. It wasn’t that she looked, it was what she loved. It was a fatal attraction. 

Like those killed today who are too close to an erupting volcano, Lot’s wife lingered when she needed to flee. She’s on 

her way to safety, yet because her heart was still in Sodom, she dies along the way. She wasn’t a vile person. She may 

have been nice, even moral. But Sodom was more important to her than her salvation and it cost her everything. 

  She was “almost saved,” said Charles Spurgeon (picture), “but not quite.” This calls for serious self-examination. 

How tragic it would be to be like Lot’s wife, almost saved, yet not quite. Materialism, trying to cling to the things of this 

world, destroyed her. Today it can be the nice house, a bigger paycheck, the job or the spouse we always wanted, even 

our reputation that we’re not one of those silly Bible-thumpers…until the judgement falls. What is it that you don’t want 

to leave behind?  

 

5. Christ’s coming Kingdom is only for those who surrender to the King, “Whoever seeks to preserve his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it. I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and 

the other left. There will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left. Two men shall be in the 

field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.” Jesus says something that as far as this world is concerned is nuts. It’s 

one of the strangest paradoxes of the gospel. “Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

will keep it.” If we try to save our lives, holding to this world and our position in it, clinging to possessions – we end up 

losing life itself. You can’t cling to this world and cling to Jesus. We must let go of the world and put our trust in Him. 

The constant hedging of one’s life with things – home, toys, investment, retirement – trying to keep one’s life – is a sure 

way to lose it.  

  Our Lord continues His graphic description. Two will be in the same bed.  One taken, the other left. Two women are 

grinding flour at the same place. One will be taken to safety, and the other will be left for judgement.  

  When Jesus suddenly returns, all humanity will be divided into two groups. Those who have lived for themselves with 

no regard for God and without submitting themselves to His kingdom will fall under His judgment. The other group are 

those who have submitted their lives to King Jesus before He comes. They’re not seeking to live for this life only, 

accumulating all the junk our world lives for. They’ve willingly given up their lives for the sake of Christ and His 

kingdom. Their focus is on their Lord and His soon coming. And thus, they will escape His judgment.  

  This is another reason why it’s important to marry a believer. This eternal separation—this great divorce—divides even 

the closest relationships, even that of a husband and wife who share the same bed. What a tragedy for a married couple, 

because one doesn’t know Christ, to be separate for all eternity. Being close to someone who escapes isn’t good enough. 

You must escape God’s wrath personally!  



  Do you have a close friend? Do you know that they know Jesus? Or, will you be separate from your friend for all 

eternity? If you’re not sure, maybe they’re not really your friend? All the separations that we know are nothing compared 

to the separation that takes place when Christ returns.  

 

6. Christ’s coming Kingdom will bring the final judgement. “And they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to 

them, ‘Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather’.” Now Jesus answers a final question. His disciples ask, 

“Where will this all happen?” Notice they didn’t ask “when”? Jesus responds with “Look for the buzzards.” What does 

that mean? 

  His answer appears to be a Jewish proverbial saying, though somewhat morbid to our sensibilities. It refers to every 

place the conditions are met. The vultures find and gather wherever there is a dead body.  

  His answer is hard to interpret. It could mean that just as vultures gather around dead bodies, so, “where the spiritually 

dead are found, there inevitably will be judgment.” Or, that when judgment comes, it will be obvious, just as the location 

of a corpse is obvious because of vultures. This judgment will be universal and permanent. Once it comes, it will be 

final. 

  The overall point is that His coming will be sudden and we must be prepared in advance. To go on about life, oblivious 

to God’s present kingdom with no concern for His future one is to expose yourself to great danger. Each of us must 

submit to Christ as King now and live in light of His soon and certain coming. Only then will it not take you by surprise. 

  Christ’s Kingdom is already here. Christ’s coming Kingdom should be longed for. The King must die a 

sacrificial death before His Kingdom can come. Christ’s coming Kingdom will come when life seems “normal.” 

Christ’s coming Kingdom is only for those who surrender to the King. Christ’s coming Kingdom will bring the 

final judgement. 

 

Conclusion: However different people may be in many respects, they’ll all be identical in one area – everyone will meet 

the Lord Jesus at His second coming. The vital question then is: Am I prepared for His coming?  

  Our Lord’s second coming isn’t “once upon a time” or some fairy tale. Jesus is coming back. We don’t know when, so 

you need to give your heart to Him, now! If you’ve not yet trusted in Christ as your Savior, do it today. Jesus warns us 

that you won’t have any warning signs of the coming day of judgment. There will be no time to repent when that day 

comes. If you’ve thought, “Someday I’ll turn to Christ,” do it now. Judgment is coming!   

  Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse (picture) was the long time pastor of the Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia for 

over thirty years. He told of visiting a man in a Philadelphia hospital. Since he knew that the man wasn’t a Christian, he 

wanted one last chance to share with him the gospel.  

  But even on his deathbed, the man showed little concern for his eternal destiny. Dr. Barnhouse knew that the situation 

called for drastic measures, so he asked the man if he could stay in his room through the night. When the man asked 

why, Dr. Barnhouse pulled up a chair and said, “Because I’ve never seen a man die without Christ.” Suddenly, the man 

realized he was not nearly as ready to die as he thought he was. By the time their conversation was over, he had prayed 

to receive Christ as his Savior.  

  Are you ready? Are you ready to die? Ready for Christ’s return? Do you know for certain if Jesus returned, you’d be 

taken to be with Him? Do you know for certain you have eternal life and you’ll go to heaven when you die?  

  Those are the most important questions you’ll ever answer. If you don’t have that assurance, I encourage you to take a 

few simple steps right now: First, admit you are a sinner. Admit you will never be good enough to earn access into 

heaven. Second, be willing to turn from your sins and place your trust in Jesus Christ to save you. Third, it’s not enough 

to simply believe the facts about Jesus; you must be willing to receive Him in your life as Lord and Master. Will you do 

that today?  


