
It’s not “Abracadabra”                                                                  John 14:13-14 

Prayer: Talking with my Father                                                              Sermon 03 

 

Did you ever try to get something “magically” by saying something like “Hocus Pocus” or “Abacadabra”? Perhaps you 

watched too many episodes of Bewitched (picture) and tried to wiggle your nose like Samantha.  

  When I was a kid, I remember coming back from vacation one year and we’d stopped at one of those tourist trap stores 

and I bought a magic kit. It had a couple of card tricks and magic ink. One trick was making a plastic egg disappear. But 

my friends were way too smart. It never fooled anybody.  

  In John 14:13-14 (p. 901), we have what sounds a bit like “Hocus Pocus” or “Abacadabra.” But it’s not. Yet, these words 

of Jesus contain a remarkable promise. They tell us that whatever we ask—anything at all!—if we ask it in the name of 

Jesus, He will do it for us. It would be hard to find a promise broader than that. “Whatever you ask…in my name…I will 

do it.” The problem we have isn’t with the promise, it’s with the condition. What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name?” 

It means much more than most of us realize.  

  If you grew up in church, you probably grew up with the tradition of praying in Jesus’ name. It’s a formula we often tack 

on at the end of our prayers. We’re so used to hearing “in Jesus’ name, Amen,” that we feel uncomfortable if we don’t 

hear it when someone prays. We suspect that the prayer is a bit “illegal” because it doesn’t end the way that we think it 

should. 

  There are numerous reasons why non-Christians struggle to believe the Christian faith. One of them is right here – 

unanswered prayer. Why does God say Yes to some requests, but No to others? Why does it seem that often God doesn’t 

answer us at all? What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”?  

  We can’t answer all of those questions today, but I hope at least to provide you with an answer to the last one: What does 

it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”? Can we really believe what Jesus says here in verses 13-14 when Jesus declares: “If 

you ask me anything in my name, I will do it”?  

  For many of you this is an especially painful point. You prayed fervently and frequently for someone you loved to be 

healed. You prayed “in Jesus’ name” but they still died. You asked God repeatedly that He provide you with a new and 

more fulfilling career, but you remain stuck in a boring, low-paying job.  

  So what could this passage possibly mean? Perhaps the best way to attack that question is to consider first what it doesn’t 

mean. If you’re taking notes.  

 

1.It’s critical to know what this phrase doesn’t mean. Praying in Jesus’ name means more than simply tacking on a 

phrase at the end of our prayers.  

  Here’s a bit of Bible trivia that may surprise you. Go back and read all the prayers of the New Testament. Not a single 

one ends with the phrase “in Jesus’ name, Amen.” Yet, surely those prayers were being offered according to the promise 

of our passage. That indicates that this promise deals with much more than saying a few words and then saying Amen. 

  For many of us, “in Jesus’ name, Amen” means that the prayer is almost over and it’s time to eat. Jesus isn’t telling us 

that all we have to do is attach the words, “in Christ’s name” at the end of each prayer and we’ll be guaranteed a positive 

answer. If that were the case, the words “in Christ’s name” or “in the name of Jesus” would function like some magical 

incantation, no different from what the owner of a magic lamp would do when he says “Abracadabra” and a genie suddenly 

appears to grant him three wishes.  

  We must never treat Christ’s name as if it were a formula that automatically or mechanically generates a positive answer. 

It’s not a superstitious conclusion, like a magical spell that infuses our prayers with a little extra zing. It is not a rabbit’s 

foot to hang on the end of a prayer to give it punch. 

  It’s important to note that one need not even repeat the words “in Jesus’ name” to pray “in Jesus’ name.” Praying in Jesus’ 

name is less a form of precise words and more of an attitude, or a belief, an overall theology – that says all I have is because 

of Him and through Him. It expresses utter dependence. Thus, you can pray “in Christ’s name” while remaining silent.  

  Sadly, “health and wealth” preachers use these verses to teach people to “name it and claim it” in prayer: “Give me a 

mansion and a new car!” “Heal my cancer!” They tell people to “claim it by faith.” When it doesn’t happen as the people 

prayed, these false teachers tell the disappointed person that the reason he didn’t receive what he asked for is he didn’t ask 

in faith! That’s beyond cruel! It’s not what these verses are teaching. 

 

2. Names are very important in the Bible. With that being said, though not always saying the words, true Christian 

praying is always “in Jesus’ name.” If we deliberately drop the name of Jesus to be non-offensive, our prayers can hardly 

be called Christian. There’s a sense in which every prayer we pray should be offered in the name of Jesus. 

  In our day names don’t have an intrinsic meaning. You might be Jim or Jack or Mike or Bob or Bill, but those names 

don’t automatically convey any particular message about who you are. It was very different in Bible times. 



  Names in the Bible often represent the character, personality, origin, or the destiny of different people. Abel means 

“breath,” Abraham means “father of many, Jacob means “cheater” and Peter means rock.  

  What about the name of the Lord Jesus Christ? Lord means Master, Jesus means Savior, and Christ means the Anointed 

One sent from God. When you call out to the Lord Jesus Christ, you’re declaring that He is your Master, your Savior, and 

the Anointed One sent from God. 

  Names in the Bible represent authority. Remember those old crime shows where the cops knock on a door and say, 

“Open up in the name of the law.” Why did they say that? Because the police officers had no authority in themselves to 

compel anyone to open the door. But when they knocked “in the name of the law,” they were claiming the full authority 

of the government of the United States standing behind them and backing them up.  

  We find this principle at work in the great confrontation between David and Goliath. Just before the battle begins, David 

boldly tells Goliath where his power is coming from: “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, 

but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45). David was saying 

to Goliath, “I’m not impressed by your weapons or your size. God is on my side and He’s about to take you out.” And 

that’s exactly what happened. David claimed God’s authority on his side. Armed with God plus one smooth stone, he 

killed the mighty Goliath. 

  The late Paul Harvey (picture) told the story of a three-year-old boy at the grocery store with his Mom. She sternly told 

him before entering the store, “No chocolate chip cookies, so don’t even ask!” In the store she put him in the child’s seat 

in the cart and they wheeled down the aisles. He was quiet until he got to the cookie aisle. He saw those delicious chocolate 

chip cookies, stood up and said, “Mom, can I have the chocolate chip cookies?” With a strong voice she said to him, “I 

told you not to even ask. No!” So, he sat down. They went down the aisles but later had to come back to the cookie aisle 

again. He asked for them again. She told him, “Sit down and be quiet. I said, No.”  

  Finally arriving at the checkout lane, the little boy knew it was his last chance. He had to do something quick. So he stood 

up in his seat and shouted as loud as he could, “In the name of Jesus, may I have some chocolate chip cookies?”  

  Everyone around began laughing and applauding the little guy. And because of the generosity of the other shoppers, the 

little boy and his mother left the grocery store with 23 boxes of chocolate chip cookies! He was very happy.  

  God loves to answer persistent prayers prayed in the authority of His Son. We need this. We pray such small prayers. We 

need to be like that little boy.  

  If we’d get this, it can revolutionize our faith and give us great boldness and confidence in our prayers. Too often we pray 

such inemic prayers because our focus is on the impossibilities. But the God of the universe, the victorious Savior of man, 

is standing with us in strength and power. His name is a strong tower and a fortress that all the forces of darkness can’t 

withstand.  

  We act like God doing great things is just for Bible times. God hasn’t changed, our prayers have. Our God is an awesome 

God and can do anything! 

  Names in the Bible represent reputation. A clear example of this is in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be your Name.” To 

“hallow” something is to treat it as being of great worth. We hallow God’s name when we treat it with the respect it 

deserves. To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray based on who He is, with His authority, in order that His reputation might be 

enhanced in the world. 

  Let me illustrate this. Suppose that I go to a local bank and ask for $10 million in small, unmarked bills in three medium-

size suitcases. After the teller stops laughing, I’ll be quickly shown the door, because I don’t have $10 million to my name 

or anything close to it. Suppose though that I go back with a check made out to Scott Carson in the amount of $10 million 

and signed by Jeff Bezos (picture), CEO of Amazon, the richest man in the world. Once the bank determines his signature 

is genuine, I’ll get my money. Jeff Bezos became the first person to top $100 billion on the Forbes list of billionaires in 

early 2018 and is worth $131 billion. For him, $10 million is pocket change.  He probably gains or loses $10 million a 

dozen times a day. So, if I go to the bank in my own name, they’ll laugh at me, but if I go in the name of Jeff Bezos, they’ll 

honor the check and give me the money.  

  Praying in Jesus’ name is like signing His name to your prayers. In a sense you’re saying to God, “Jesus told me to pray 

this prayer.” What do you think the Father will do with a prayer truly signed by His Son? He’ll grant it, of course, because 

He always honors what the Son wants. 

  Let’s turn that truth around. What do we call the act of fraudulently signing a person’s name? Forgery. Our prayers can 

be a spiritual forgery if we sign Jesus’ name to a prayer He hasn’t approved. 

 

3. This is what it means to pray “in Jesus’ Name.” With the time we have left, let’s work through this. 

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you’re confessing your faith that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. Hebrews 10:19-

20 tells us that we now have confidence (the Greek word means “boldness” or “freedom”) to come into the very presence 

of God by virtue of the blood of Jesus. Other than Jesus’ death on the cross none of us could enter heaven and be in God’s 



holy presence. But in His death Christ opened the door for us so that we can enter God’s presence. Because we’re united 

with Him by faith, wherever He goes, we go with Him. 

  It is precisely in this sense that every Christian prayer is offered in Jesus’ name. It’s only because of what Jesus has 

accomplished that any of us can come into the presence of God.  

  You may pray in the name of Allah, Buddha or Confucius, claiming that your faith somehow insures God will hear you. 

You may come to God in the name of some religious leader you choose to follow but it won’t do you any good. The only 

One who can bring you into God’s presence is the Lord Jesus. “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 

God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). It’s not about having enough faith. It’s coming with the right authority. 

We can only come to God’s throne because of Jesus.  

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you’re acknowledging that Jesus’ Name is the supreme name in the universe. 

Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

  How important is the name of Jesus? Because of His resurrection and ascension into heaven, God has exalted Him to the 

very highest place in the universe. He has the greatest name in all creation. No one can be compared to Him. He’s #1 and 

there’s really no #2. It’s not as if Jesus is at the top of the heap and everyone else is at the bottom. No! He stands alone. 

He is a category unto Himself. His name is the greatest name of all. 

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you’re confessing your weakness and acknowledging His awesome power. Notice He 

didn’t say, “I will help you do it.” He said, “I will do it.” When a person doesn’t believe that God can do what He says 

He’ll do, he limits God to his own ability and thinks he must help God out.  

  Think about it. If you could answer your own prayers, why bother praying? The whole point of prayer is to admit our 

total dependence on God. We come to God in Jesus’ name because “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). True Christians pray in Jesus’ name 

because there is no power in any other name to answer our prayers. 

  I love Tony Evans (picture)! This noted pastor and author from Dallas, was once asked to give the opening prayer for 

the Texas State Legislature. Before he prayed, he was asked not to mention the name of Jesus because it might offend non-

Christians who were in attendance. Dr. Evans replied that when he prayed to God, he was praying to Jesus and in Jesus’ 

name because Jesus Christ is God incarnate. He also pointed out that he was about to ask God to do some specific things 

in the legislature and in the state of Texas. “Who’s gonna answer that prayer if I don’t pray in Jesus’ name? He’s the only 

One with the power to do what I ask.” Tony Evans was right. If we don’t pray in Jesus’ name, why bother praying at all? 

Human heroes come and go, but only one Name lives on forever. Ten thousand times ten thousand years from now the 

greatest name in the universe will still be the name of Jesus Christ. 

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you’re submitting your will to His will because He knows what is best. We are not 

making our plans and then asking God to put His stamp of approval on them. No, we’re surrendering the driver’s seat to 

God. When we do, we’re praying as Jesus prayed. 

  A few hours after Jesus gave this promise, He was agonizing in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. There He prayed 

three times that the cup of suffering might be removed from Him and three times God said no. Each time the Lord Jesus 

submitted by saying, “Not my will but Yours be done.” That’s the way we’re to pray because we know that our Fathers 

knows best! 

  Too often we treat God like Santa Claus. Or, our prayers are like little children rushing in to see their father. “Daddy, 

gimme, gimme, gimme!” Then, we wonder why our prayers seem to have so little effect. 

  To pray in Jesus’ name means to submit your will to the will of Christ as Christ submitted His will to His Heavenly 

Father. After pouring out our hearts to God, we should say, “Lord Jesus, I want what you want.” When we pray that way, 

we can ask whatever we want. Because we trust Him and are submissive to God’s will, we can  be confident that our 

prayers will be answered every time.  

  On the other hand, if you’re saying, “Lord Jesus, this is what I want and I don’t care what You want,” don’t even bother 

praying, because with that attitude, your prayers aren’t going anywhere. 

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are asking that God’s glory and reputation be enhanced through the answer to 

your prayer. John 14:13 says this very clearly: “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father.” The purpose of all of our prayers should be to bring glory to the Father. After all, it’s why Jesus came 

to the earth.  

  That same night Jesus, knowing that his death was less than 24 hours away, prayed this way: “Father, the time has come. 

Glorify your Son, that Your Son may glorify You” (John 17:1).  



  Jesus came to glorify God in His obedient life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection. To glorify God means to 

enhance God’s reputation in the world. When our requests will glorify God, we may be sure that they’ll be answered. It’s 

in sync with seeking first the kingdom of God, knowing that when we do, everything else we need will be given to us.  

  When God comes first in our prayers, when we truly want to glorify Him, we can rest easy knowing that the “details” of 

life that often consume us will be taken care of by our Heavenly Father. 

  When you pray in Jesus’ name, you’re asking that everything you ask for be consistent with God’s character, His will 

and Word. That statement summarizes everything I’ve said thus far. Romans 10:13 tells us that “everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.” Many of us know this verse as the last stop on the “Romans Road” plan of salvation. 

Millions are going to heaven because they have called upon Jesus to save them. They discovered that the Lord was as good 

as His word.  

  This is much more than a salvation verse. It’s an invocation and an invitation to truly Christian prayer. Calling on the 

name of the Lord means asking for that which is consistent with all that Jesus is, all that He says, and all that He wants to 

accomplish in the world.  

  We can say it this way: You can’t lie or steal in Jesus’ name. You can’t ask God to bless adultery or sleeping around in 

Jesus’ name. You can’t ask God to bless your sin in Jesus’ name. You can’t ask God to bless your anger or rage in Jesus’ 

name. 

  Sure, you can utter the words “in Jesus’ name” and add them to any prayer you like, but if your prayer isn’t consistent 

with God’s character, God’s will, and God’s Word, you’re not praying “in Jesus’ name.”  

  To pray in Jesus’ name means to pray with His authority, according to His will, with His approval and consistent with 

who He is. That’s pretty heady so let me put it this way: To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray exactly what Jesus would pray 

in any particular situation. It means praying as if Jesus were praying instead of us. It’s what would Jesus pray? Find the 

answer to that question and you’ve figured out how to pray “in Jesus’ name.” 

 

Conclusion: So, what? What difference does all of this make? Each week as I prepare the message, I try to ask that question 

of the sermon. Because it’s God’s Word, preaching is to be life changing. If it’s just a “good talk,” then I’ve failed. So let’s 

pull all of this together, because if we understand what it really means, this truth should do at least six things for us: 

  It should fill our prayers with praise. Instead of always praying “gimme” prayers (which aren’t wrong in themselves), 

we should focus on praise and thanksgiving to God because through Christ we have access to the throne room of the 

universe. By grace and grace alone we’ve been brought into the very presence of God. If that doesn’t make us grateful 

when we pray, we need to go back and think about it some more. 

  It should drive us to the Word. Where else will we learn who Jesus is and what He wants to do if not in the written Word 

of God? Without exception, the greatest pray-ers are always those who know the Word of God. Fill your heart with God’s 

Word and your prayers will soon reflect God’s priorities. This is the true meaning of Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself in the 

Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.” 

  It should deepen our total dependence on Christ. We pray in Jesus’ name precisely because our own name carries no 

weight with the Almighty. On our own we stand before God wrapped in the filthy rags of our self-righteousness. If we 

come to God that way, our prayers won’t get past the front door of heaven. We must remember that apart from God there’s 

nothing good in any of us to commend ourselves to God. Only in Christ do we have any merit—and that not of ourselves, 

it is the gift of God lest anyone should boast. 

  It should cause us to ask, “Lord, what do You want to do in this situation?” Personally, I find this the most challenging 

application. Sometimes (all too often, I fear) I rush into God’s presence as if I have all the answers. I have my list and want 

to deliver it quickly, and get on with my day. But most human situations are very confusing and we can’t be sure what the 

Lord wants to do.  

  I often don’t know what God’s will is. I’m not talking about praying that a lost person will be saved (2 Peter 3:9), but 

about things like seeking a new job, buying a car, making business decisions, healing someone or taking them Home. 

Matters such as these occupy a huge percentage of each day. If we’re honest, we have to admit that often we don’t know 

what God’s will is. That’s why we’d be better off to ask the Lord to show us what He wants to do, and then pray that His 

will be done. 

  It should cause us to pray more for God’s glory and less for our own gratification. The Lord’s Prayer is a great model 

of this. It contains six petitions. The first three deal with the Father—His name, His kingdom, and His will. The last three 

deal with our needs—for provision, for pardon and for protection. It’s never wrong to pray for our own needs, but if we 

follow the Lord’s Prayer, we’ll begin our prayers focusing on God and His glory. That help us put our own needs into the 

proper perspective.  

  It should begin with our greatest need – for salvation. Our greatest need and everyone’s greatest need is salvation. If 

you need to be saved, I know a name that can save you. If you want to be forgiven, I know a name that can wash away 



your sins. If you want a new life, I know a name that can give you new life here and now. If you want to go to heaven 

when you die, I know a name that can give you peace when you sleep tonight, and take you to heaven when you die.  

  That name is the mighty name of Jesus Christ. Call upon His name and you’ll be saved. Run to the cross. Lay your sins 

on Jesus. Cry out to Him with all your heart. God’s Word promises that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved. 

  There is no name like the name of Jesus. It’s the only name that can save us. It’s the name that’s above every other name. 

One day all creation will bow down before Jesus’ great name. And in that name we may bring our requests to God, knowing 

that whatever we ask in His name, He’ll do it for us. This is the promise of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

  One last thing – if you’re a regular attender of Grace Church, then every week I try to pray for you. But I don’t always 

know how to pray for you. Please understand, I want to pray for the important matters – the eternal ones, spiritual ones. If 

you’d be willing to share that with me, please email me and let me know how I can better pray for you.  

 

This is completely confidential – just you, me and Jesus. So, please if I can pray for you with more light, email me.  


