
Praying for God’s Family                                              1 Thessalonians 3:10-13  

Prayer: Talking with my Father                                                              Sermon 05 

 

A pastor of a church was giving his weekly children’s sermon. He was explaining to the children that God wanted all of 

them to get along and love each other “God wants all of us to be one,” he said. A 3-year-old girl, listening intently blurted 

out, “But I don’t want to be 1!  I want to be 4!”  

  God wants us to be one. He wants us to have unity. Prayer draws us together as we pray for and with each other. Jesus 

prayed for His future Church: “that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in me, and I in You, that they also may 

be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.  

  Jesus prayed that all Christians would be one. An outcome of that would be that a lost world would be drawn to Christ. 

Here Jesus shares one of the most overlooked tools of evangelism – a united, loving church. Everyone longs for love, 

encouragement, and acceptance. A local church family is to model that.  

  Jesus didn’t say the unsaved are drawn to Him because of great programs, preaching, music or buildings. He said that our 

love for each other is one of His most powerful evangelistic tools. A key to us drawing together is to pray for each other. 

It’s vital that we are Praying for God’s Family.  

  Unity by definition involves more than one person. It can’t be answered in your life alone. Jesus’ prayer can only be 

answered corporately, as the whole church comes together. And there’s nothing like spiritual unity.  

  Sadly, few churches have it. When you experience it, it’s revolutionary. That’s because…1) Unity is a precious gift from 

God. 2) Where unity is present, all things are possible. 3) When a church is divided, nothing works right. 4) Unity is easily 

lost but hard to regain. 5) True unity doesn’t just happen. We must pray for it and work at it. 

  Unity demands ongoing commitment. Eph. 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace.” Phil. 2:1-2 “If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if His love has made any difference in your 

life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care—then do me a favor: 

Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends” (The Message). That last phrase is crucial, “deep-spirited 

friends.” Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.” Those 1st Christians 

took this so much to heart the lost around said, “Behold, how they love one another.” 

  No one spoke more prophetically about this need for spiritual unity than Francis Schaeffer (picture). One of his greatest 

gifts to the Church was his work of L’Abri in Switzerland. It was there, in chalets far up in the Alps, where seekers and 

skeptics from around the world gathered, that Schaeffer hammered out biblical philosophy coupled with tangible Christian 

love. He said, “If we do not show beauty in the way we treat each other, then in the eyes of the world and in the eyes of 

our own children, we are destroying the truth we proclaim.” He was right, yet we all know that Christian love is easier to 

talk about than to put into practice. Praying for each other is a starting point.  

  James 5:17 commands us to pray for each other. It needs to be more than, “Father, please bless ____.” Have you ever 

prayed like that for someone? I have. It’s a frothy and generic. Before we can really pray for each other, we need to know 

each other, trust each other and grow in transparency. That way we pray more specifically for each other. The early church 

“devoted themselves to…prayer” (Acts 2:42). How can we pray more wisely for each other? The Apostle Paul gives us 

insights in 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13 (p. 987). 

 

Request #1: Pray that they will have a faith without weak spots, vs. 10. Paul’s prayer was continual, day and night. 

When was the last time we lost sleep because we were praying? Periodically, a Christian will share how the Lord woke 

them up in the middle of the night to pray. Effective prayer engages the heart and mind at any hour.    

  Paul’s prayer was earnest. He uses a very unusual expression, a double Greek compound. It’s the idea of going above and 

beyond all normal measures. Prayer must be earnest to be effective. Weak, half-hearted prayers produce weak, half-hearted 

results. God says, “You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13). James 5:16 reminds 

us “the earnest prayer of a righteous man has great power and wonderful results” (NLT). “Earnest” prayers are “boiling” 

in their intensity. Boiling prayers get God’s attention because they bubble up from a heart wholly focused on the Lord. 

  a) Paul’s prayer is practical. He was praying “that we may see you face to face.” Do you pray about everyday matters 

for other believers? We need to pray for parents with their children. We need to pray for them about and how they work. 

All of life is to be lived under God’s watchful eye. Nothing is too small to bring to His attention. If it matters to you, it 

matters to Him. 

  b) Paul’s prayer is purposeful. “And supply what is lacking in your faith.” Paul had a specific goal in mind. He wanted 

to supply what was lacking in their faith. The word “supply” was used for mending torn nets and setting broken bones. He 

used the same word in Galatians 6:1 for restoring a sinning Christian. In Ephesians 4:12 it’s used for equipping believers 

for the work of ministry. It’s what an equipment manager does before the start of a football game. He makes sure the 

players have their helmets. Because if they go into the game without a helmet, they could have a serious head injury.  



  Periodically, I’ll do a ride along with a local cop. They carry a case of items full of equipment. They have special 

equipment to protect against the various situations they face. It’s not enough to have a gun or handcuffs. They wear 

protective vests, carry defibrillators, pepper spray and wear a video camera. They’re prepared. If you’re not prepared, you 

could end up a statistic.  

  The same is true in the spiritual realm. This request is a shortened version of the spiritual armor passage in Ephesians 6, 

where Paul prays that believers will be fully equipped so that they’ll stand when the devil attacks. We need to pray for our 

fellow believers that they will have a faith without weak spots. 

 

Request #2: Pray that they will have a growing, increasing love, vs. 12. “And may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you.” We forget that love is the supreme grace. You can never 

have too much of it. Paul is saying, “I pray that God will make you an overflowing fountain of love.” He’s praying they’d 

become “Super Lovers.”  

  There’s an amazing scene at the end of the movie, Marvin’s Room (picture). Bessie, played by Diane Keaton, has cared 

for her ill father and aunt for 20 years. After learning she has leukemia, she receives a visit from her estranged sister, Lee, 

played by Meryl Streep. Bessie tells Lee, “I’ve been lucky to have had so much love in my life.” Lee says Yes, her father 

and her aunt really do love her. Bessie seems taken aback. Her sister doesn’t understand. Bessie doesn’t mean she’s lucky 

to be loved, she means she is lucky to have had so much love to give to others. What a great perspective! When we’re full 

of God’s love, it overflows to others. It’s not enough to be kind or polite. We’re to be known for our love and it’s to be 

constantly growing.  

  Why does Paul pray for overflowing love? These believers were suffering. How is that relevant? Because when the hard 

times come, we pull away from others and become absorbed in our own problems. We go into survival mode. It’s easy to 

become myopic and only focus on our own struggles. If our marriage is in trouble, it’s all we talk about. If we struggle 

with our children, we’re absorbed with it. The same is true with health or job issues, or any other struggles. It’s all about 

us. We hardly have time or energy for anything else.  

  Sometimes our distress is so great, we become vicious, turning on those who love us. Often Christian love is the first 

casualty of tough times. Suffering believers can be very self-centered. But it doesn’t have to be that way. Some build walls 

to keep others at arm’s length. Some build bridges to connect with God’s people. We foolishly think that we must withdraw 

for self-preservation. Yet, it’s reaching out that can strengthen and recharge us. 

  As one believer insightfully wrote (quote), “Life is so good with God in the center. Now problems turn into solutions, 

fear turns into hope, anger turns to love. I’m free in God and it’s the best place to be. I’ve learned to take risks and face 

challenges. I take no credit for any of this. To God be all the glory. He never let go. He took me from a bitter, unhappy, 

depressed alcoholic and gave me the wings of eagles, soaring to heights I never dreamed possible. He’s given me His 

words to share with other alcoholics, He’s restored my family, and has filled me with His love each day.” That testimony 

is wonderful in so many ways. It illustrates what it means to have overflowing love in your life. Only God can do that and 

does it when He finds a willing heart.   

 

Request #3: Pray that they will have strength without flaws, vs. 13. “So that He may establish your hearts blameless 

in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.” First, there’s love and from 

love comes holiness. Love and holiness go together. You can hardly have one without the other. Love leads us away from 

ourselves and on toward holiness. As God’s love fills your heart, it consumes the dross of sin. God’s love is the Drano of 

the soul, unclogging the arteries of your heart. 

  “Establish” means to support something, like the famous flying buttresses (picture) of cathedrals in the Middle Ages. If 

we’re going to stand strong in trials, our hearts must have a strong foundation. One that’s free of cracks, flaws or weak 

areas. Nothing reveals the true condition of a heart like difficulty, opposition or hardship. Most of us can be strong while 

the sun is shining and life is good, but when the thunderclouds of trouble rumble in, inner flaws are often revealed. Luke 

6:45 says that whatever is in the heart will come out.  

  If there’s anger in the heart, it boils over. Greed or lust reveal themselves. Yet, if there’s love and kindness and forgiveness 

and mercy, that will also be revealed. Nowhere is your heart on clearer display than in the heat of life. 

  We have a great evangelistic opportunity during hard times, if we respond with grace. Lost friends watch closely to see 

if our faith works as well in the darkness as it does in the sunlight. Many have been converted, not by a sermon, but by the 

testimony of God’s grace shining through the pain of a believer.  

  As we pray for other believers, we need to ask God to make them strong in their weak spots so they’ll be like the house 

built on the rock. Though the rains come down and floodwaters rise, their house will stand firm. It’s built on a solid 

foundation (Mt. 7:24-27).  



  Some years ago Christian musician, Christine Wyrtzen (picture), wrote a song called The Fire: “I've been through a fire 

that has deepened my desire, to know the living God more and more. It hasn't been much fun, but the work that it has done 

in my life has been worth the hurt. You see sometimes we need the hard times to bring us to our knees, otherwise we do as 

we please and never heed Him. For He always knows what's best and it's when we are distressed that we really come to 

know God as He is.”  

 

Request #4: Pray that they will be living proof for Jesus. Turn over a few pages to 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12. Paul is 

again praying for this community of believers. “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy 

of His calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power, so that the name of our Lord 

Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

  Did you catch that? “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of His calling.” This same 

truth is found in Philippians 1:6, “And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ.” Paul prays that God will finish what He’s already started.   

  He doesn’t say, “I pray that your trials might go away.” Or, “I’m praying that your persecution will soon end.” Those are 

legitimate requests, but it’s not how Paul prays. In the spiritual realm there are no shortcuts to maturity. No pain, no gain. 

Paul understood the powerful testimony of a steady faith. “Lord, make my brothers and sisters living proof so the world 

knows what you can do through believers who can take the heat and not give up.”  

  In 2020 we’ll be in a full blown Presidential election. You’ll see signs in front of homes or cars with bumper stickers. 

Sometimes you’ll see someone wearing a button supporting their candidate and really representing their candidate.  

  As believers, we represent Jesus Christ. Can you imagine what it’d be like if tomorrow morning, as you got ready to leave 

the house, the last thing you did was to pin on your shirt a large, brightly colored button? And on that button, in bold letters, 

it read: I REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST. Everywhere you go people read your button, I REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST. 

When you stop at Pick N Save, the clerk sees your button. When you go to work, people see your button. When you go to 

school, friends and teachers see your button. When you get home, your neighbors and family read that button. Everywhere 

you go, everyone is going to read that button, I REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST!  

  Think for a moment how wearing that button will affect your actions and your words. Will you walk around with a huge 

frown, complaining about this and that and who knows what else, with a sour attitude? If the store clerk gives you too 

much change or forgets to ring up that bag of dog food on the bottom of the cart, will you keep on going without saying 

anything, knowing that the clerk read your button? Will you goof off at work, knowing that other employees saw your 

button? At school, will you cheat, or mock a fellow student, knowing that everyone has read your button? When you get 

home, will your temper be quite as quick with your family, knowing that they too read that button? Just how would that 

big button, I REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST, how would that affect the way you walked through your day?  

  When you became a Christian, you put on that button and can’t take it off! It’s there for all to see, to judge our words, 

actions, and the Lord Jesus.   

  Are you living proof? Are we praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ that they’ll be living proof of knowing Jesus? 

What kind of a representative for Jesus have you been? What kind of a representative are they?  

  Have you ever witnessed to a lost friend, they’re open to the gospel and then they tell you about meeting someone who, 

though a professing Christian, doesn’t live for Jesus? Do you get a pit in your stomach? God doesn’t want us to just wear 

t-shirts with Christian slogans or have bumper stickers. He wants us to live it. He wants others to see Jesus is in the driver’s 

seat of our life.  

  Not on Sunday morning – that’s easy. We need to pray for each other so we live as lights for the gospel! Yes, we all blow 

it, but that should be the exception. Maybe if we’ll just think about the idea of that button, I REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST, 

as we go through our day, maybe it will help us all to do a better job of being living proof! We need each other’s prayer 

support to make that happen! 

 

Request #5: Pray that they will have godly priorities, “And may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith 

by His power.” To help clarify this, let me share The Message: We “pray that He’ll fill your good ideas and acts of faith 

with His own energy so that it all amounts to something.”  

  We all have ideas, but not every idea is a good idea. Not every dream is a good dream. Not every goal is a worthy goal. 

But there are dreams and ideas that are good and worthy because they come from God.  

  We all struggle when it comes to the spiritual to keep the main thing the main thing. A preacher was in Atlanta, some 

years ago and noticed in the restaurants section of the Yellow Pages, an entry for a place called Church of God Grill. The 

odd name aroused his curiosity so he dialed the number. A man answered with a cheery, “Hello! Church of God Grill!” 

This preacher asked how the restaurant got such an unusual name. The man replied: “Well, we had a little mission down 

here, and we started selling chicken dinners after church on Sunday to help pay the bills. But people liked the chicken, and 



we did such a good business, that eventually we cut back on the church service. After a while we just closed down the 

church altogether and kept on serving chicken dinners. We kept the name we started with, and that’s Church of God Grill.” 

  Paul is praying, “I’m praying that you won’t waste your life on things that don’t matter. I don’t want to see you come to 

the end and say, ‘I blew it.’ So I’m praying that you will figure out what really matters in life, and then you will have the 

faith to go and do it.” When you pray for others, pray that they’ll pursue godly goals, goals with eternal significance. Pray 

that they’ll be given strength to fulfill all that God has for them to do.  

  This is a powerful prayer for parents to pray for their children. Ask the Lord to give them godly dreams and godly goals, 

and then pray that the Lord will make those dreams come true. Pray that your children will dream big dreams for God and 

have the energetic faith to see them come to pass.   

  What’s the result? Jesus Christ is glorified in us and we are glorified in Jesus Christ. “So that the name of our Lord 

Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him.” To glorify the name of Christ means to enhance His reputation. It means 

living so others know that we know Jesus and aren’t ashamed of Him. 

  But it doesn’t end there, we are also glorified in Jesus Christ. This is a unique phrase. Let me try to illustrate it.   

  Michael Jordan (picture) was one basketball’s all-time greatest players. This phrase is like playing on Michael Jordan’s 

team. It’s as if you’re standing in a vast crowd of people and MJ looks at you and says, “I want you on my team.” “But I 

don’t even know how to play basketball,” you reply. “Don’t worry about it,” Michael says. “Just pass the ball to me and 

I’ll do the rest.”  

  So that’s what you do. You go out on the court in front of thousands of cheering fans. It’s a heady experience but then 

you remember, they aren’t cheering for you. They don’t even know who you are. But it doesn’t matter. You’re on Michael 

Jordan’s team.  

  When the game starts, someone passes you the ball. You don’t even take a step. You just look for MJ and pass the ball 

to him. He then does one of those patented head fake, double-pump, around-the-back, through-the-legs, 360-rotation 

tomahawk slam dunks. The crowd goes wild. He gets the points and you get an assist. As you go back down the court, he 

grins at you and says, “Nice pass.” And that’s how it is all game long. You get the ball and pass it to Michael. That’s all 

you ever do and it’s enough because he’s the greatest there ever was. Guess what? Your team wins the game in double 

overtime.  

  Afterward reporters crowd around Michael to ask him questions. No one seems to know you were even in the game. But 

then you hear Michael Jordan say your name. He’s telling the reporters he couldn’t have done it without you. You smile 

even though you know it’s an exaggeration. He didn’t need you, anyone could have passed the ball to him. But he chose 

you, and you did it, and because of your passing and MJ’s greatness, you won the game. Michael was the hero, but you 

share in his victory because you were on his team.  

  As wonderful as that fantasy might be for a basketball fan, something much greater is in store for us. We’re the God 

squad. We’re on Jesus’ team. He chose us and made us starters. We can’t do much. Without him, we can’t do anything at 

all. The game is long and hard. Sometimes it seems like we’re going to lose because the other team is vicious and cheats 

all the time. But in the end Team Jesus comes out on top because the Captain of our team is the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords. He’s the greatest there ever was and the greatest that there ever will be. We’re joined with Him by faith so that 

when He wins, we win.  

  That’s what it means to be glorified in Him. We’re not much, but the glory that comes to Him comes also to us because 

He looks at us and says with a smile, “Nice pass,” even though we know He could have done it without us. We share in 

His glory because we’re on His team. 

 

 Conclusion: Let’s move forward in our prayers for others. Let’s move past, “God bless So-and-So,” with, “Lord, please 

change this ___.” Read the prayers of the New Testament like we explained this morning. But let me warn you. It won’t 

be easy. 

  Do you remember John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress (picture)? In it Pilgrim comes to Wicket Gate and knocks, but 

as he begins to knock a dog begins to bark. Pilgrim is with a little child and they both become very frightened. They don’t 

know whether to run or not.  

  I can identify with that experience. You go to a friend’s house. You knock and there’s a dog in the backyard. You don’t 

know whether there’s a fence. 

  Should I continue to knock? Should I run? What do I do? Well, in Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, despite all the fear 

and apprehension of the barking dog, they keep knocking. Suddenly the owner comes to the door, when he comes to the 

door and speaks to them, the dog stops barking, and they’re invited in. 

 If  you will begin to pray for others, you’ll begin to hear barking dogs—the dog of unbelief saying, “Why go through this? 

You never know whether God answered this prayer or not.” Or, “Don’t you remember you prayed for ____ and nothing 

really happened?” “Don’t you realize this person shouldn’t be prayed for because they’re just getting what they deserve?” 



Or, “How can we expect God to do something for somebody that they aren’t willing to do themselves?” These barking 

dogs of doubt will keep us from focused prayer. 

  Yet, the more we’re yielded to God and say to ourselves, “I want to seek God’s will. I’m going to read His Word and 

pray biblical prayers for people.” Soon the dogs stop barking and God hears from heaven. There’s transformation of life 

because the Bible says that prayer changes things. 

  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if as a church family, we were absolutely committed to praying for each other? I know that I’m 

blessed to have a number of people who pray for me regularly. Somebody told me just last week that they pray for me 

every morning. I can’t think of a greater honor. 

  Let’s learn to pray biblical prayers for each other right in the middle of the will of God. Then, we won’t care what dogs 

bark, and God answers.  

  Where are you at in your prayer life? Friend, if you’ve never received Christ as your Savior, there’s one prayer that you 

ought to pray that’s always instantly answered. It’s, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Christ died for sinners so that those 

who believe in Him might be saved. That’s one prayer you can pray with confidence, knowing it will be instantly answered. 

Some of the other prayers that we pray take a little while, but that one you can be assured of.  

  Would you draw near to God today as a believer? If you’re here as a born- again Christian, or here as an unbeliever, 

would you open your heart to Him and pray that prayer? Let us all draw near to God and He will draw near to us. 


