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Hosea: Relentless Love                                                                           Sermon 02 

 

Do you love museums? I love museums. This past year Jane and I visited The Museum of the Bible in DC and The 

Chicago Art Institute (pictures). But there’s one museum that I don’t think that I ever want to visit. It’s in the capital city 

of Croatia, Zagreb. It’s an unusual museum, The Museum of Broken Relationships (picture).  

  The inspiration behind the Museum of Broken Relationships was a toy bunny. Two Croatian artists knew that their four 

year relationship had run its course. But one question remained: Who would get the rabbit? 

  The toy rabbit (picture) had been a symbol of their affection. When one partner traveled solo, they took the bunny with 

them as a stand-in for their missing half, who’d receive photos of their partner with the rabbit and know they were 

missed. The question of the rabbit’s fate intrigued the artistic pair, and they came up with a novel solution. What if there 

was a place to display the debris of broken relationships? Thus, in 2006 the Museum of Broken Relationships was born. 

Its beginnings were humble: the rabbit and a few donations from friends were housed in a cargo container. But the 

response from the community was immediate and overwhelming. Before long, they had over 1,000 objects. People came 

in droves and they didn’t just want to see the exhibit — they wanted to donate objects to it. Each object with a story 

behind it of a relationship break-up.  

  For example, there’s a damaged gnome (picture) that one woman threw at the car of her husband as he drove away 

from their family home. Another item is an ax (picture) which one man used to destroy the furniture when he was 

abandoned. His girlfriend left her furniture with him while left on holiday for 14 days with her new lover. He axed one 

piece of her furniture each day and kept the chopped remains. Two weeks after she left, she came back for her furniture. 

It was neatly arranged into small heaps and fragments of wood. Another item on display is a wedding dress (picture) 

donated by a woman after her husband left her after they learned that she couldn’t have children. Five years together 

ended badly for a couple. One night his car was parked in front of his lover’s house. He paid for his cheating with his 

car’s sideview mirror (picture). It’s a difficult, sad museum to visit. When one of its founder was asked to sum it up in a 

sentence, he said “You might say it’s a love museum turned upside down.”  

  This morning we’re in a second message from the Old Testament book of Hosea. The book of Hosea can seem like a 

love relationship turned upside down because it’s all about a broken relationship. It’s a heartbreaking account. Hosea 

lived a pain-filled life and had an agonizing marriage. But the staggering thing is that it is God who is on the sharp end of 

the break-up. 

  Please turn to Hosea 1:1-2:1 (p. 751). Here’s a marriage that’s Doomed Before the “I Do,” but it’s God who’s 

betrayed. God calls His prophet Hosea to deliver a message to His people, the nation of Israel, but Hosea wasn’t just to 

preach it. He’s to live it out in his own marriage. No wonder Hosea is called “the prophet of the sorrowful heart.”  

  Marriage is the most powerful picture of committed love. It begins with vows, a covenant. God uses this to illustrate 

Israel’s unfaithfulness to Him. Weddings are happy ocasions. Marriages, not always though they should be. 

  Some of you here this morning have experienced this heartbreak of maritial unfaithfulness. There are no words 

adequate to alieve your pain. There’s nothing more difficult to deal with in a marriage than unfaithfulness.  

  Hosea reminds his audience both of the seriousness of sin and the amazing greatness of God’s love. His marriage and 

the birth of their children become the texts of God’s sermon to Israel.  

  Hosea teaches us that there is no middle ground. You’re either a believer and faithful to God, or you’re unfaithful to 

God. Those who have professed faithfulness yet are unfaithful are like prostitutes.  

  The words prostitute or prostitution referring to the nation of Israel are used 15 times in this short book. Hosea reveals 

that God will continue to give His love even to those who are so undeserving. The big questions are: How will people 

respond to such love and grace? How will you and I respond to such love and grace? Will we take sin seriously? If 

you’re taking notes… 

 

God takes sin very seriously. “When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, ‘Go, take to yourself 

a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.’ So he 

went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 

  Philip Yancey (picture) suggests that there are only two types of people in the world, sinners who admit it and sinners 

who don’t. Do you take sin seriously? Most don’t. I’m embarassed to admit that I don’t. Most of us take what we 

consider “big sins” like sexual sins seriously but not little things like gossip or complaining. Too often we’re like the guy 

who said, “After being in counselling and therapy, I now know that nothing is my fault.” 

  Adultery is the major theological metaphor throughout the book of Hosea. Even in our desensisitized sexually liberated 

culture, most still consider adultery wrong, 75%. It’s still illegal in 18 states, including Wisconsin, though it’s rarely 

enforced.  



  Though sexual sin was a problem in ancient Israel, it’s not what God is addressing. Spiritual adultery is any 

unfaithfulness to God and we’re all guilty. It’s having an undue fondness for the things of the world. Spiritual adultery 

is comparable to unfaithfulness to your spouse, and that’s the point.  

  The New Testament tells us that people who choose to be friends with the world are an “adulterous people” having 

“enmity against God” (James 4:4-5). The world is the system of evil under Satan’s control. We live in a world system 

with deceitful schemes of phony values, worthless pursuits, and unnatural affections. Satan has designed it to lure us 

away from a pure relationship with God. Spiritual adultery, then, is the forsaking of God’s love and embracing this 

world’s values and desires. Love for this world is primarily an attitude of your heart. God takes every sin very seriously. 

It’s why it’s compared to adultery. Hosea’s heartbreak is a visual picture of God’s heartbreak over the nation of Israel 

and their unfaithfulness to God. It’s a picture of God’s heartbreak over us when we don’t take sin seriously. Hosea boldly 

compares sin to adultery to show how terribly destructive it is to a person’s relationship with God. It’s not incidental or 

like jaywalking. It’s a devastating affront to the exclusive love commitment one makes to God. God is using Hosea to 

make a bold statement about the horror of sin. Our ESV only have three but in the original four times the word 

whoredom is used. This is horrific! The adultery anaology puts spiritual faithfulness in its correct perspective with God. 

Faithfulness and loyalty are basic to marriage. They are to be basic in our relationship with God.  

  Anyone who saw Hosea’s ordeal was shocked and would feel sorry for him. God is trying to give us that shock about 

sin. Sadly, the more we are contaminated by this world and a love for it, the more shock proof we are to sin. Yet, even 

the dullest person could see Hosea’s grief, sympathize with his sorrow and wonder at his persistent love for Gomer. 

Humanly speaking his love for her makes no sense.  

  Who is Gomer? I’m dating myself but the name Gomer immediately conjures up a picture from childhood, Gomer Pyle 

(picture).  

  Many Bible scholars jump all sorts of hoops attempting to get away from what I believe is the clear meaning. Some 

suggest this is all an allegory or a vision. God would never command someone to marry a whore. Others believe that 

God commanded Hosea to do this but she was already what would have been a religious prostitute and already had these 

three children.  

  There is no reason to think that their marriage started out anything other than normal and happy. Gomer was a real 

person, so was her father, Diblaim. As His prophet, God gave Hosea a glimpse of the future and her unfaithfulness, and 

still Hosea obeyed. God often commanded His prophets to do very difficult things. Isaiah was commanded to walk 

around naked for three years (20:1-4). Ezekiel was to cook his food with human waste until God gave him a reprieve of 

cow manure (Ezekiel 4).  

  Personally, I believe that their marriage started out as a Honeymoon and normal. Gomer was a virgin when they were 

married. That would line up too with the nation of Israel starting out obedient and with a close, holy relationship with 

God as He brought them out of Egypt. Yet, what Hosea was commanded to do was, in minature what God had done in 

giving His love to the nation of Israel who continually are unfaithful to God.  

  All of us are geared to spiritual atrophy. We know from the 2nd Law of thermodynamics that things do not improve but 

entrophy takes place. The same is true spiritually.  

  In C.S. Lewis’ classic book, The Screwtape Letters (picture), where an older demon is training a younger demon, the 

mentor says to his apprentice, “Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual one–the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without 

sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.” 

   Gomer’s adultery is an illustration of the depravity and inclination of the human heart. Romans 3:11 warns us, ““None 

is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.” None of us are good or naturally faithful. Any 

goodness is an act of God and the work of the Spirit from regeneration. Evil tendencies are dormant in every human 

heart.  

  God knows us for what we truly are. Because of our sin nature there is nothing appealing or attractive about us. Our sin 

is disgusting and repulsive to Him but God loves us in spite of our sin. Not only that, He freely loves us knowing that our 

love for Him will be imperfect, and that one way or another, we will be unfaithful. His love for us is not dependent on us. 

He has chosen to love us just as Hosea chose to love Gomer.  

  God’s will is rarely “normal.” God never promised it would be easy. He never said that our days would always be 

filled with light and love. That we’d love people and they’d always love us back. That we’d never experience loss, or 

failure, or death, or pain. God never said things would always go our way or that our road would be smoothly-paved and 

bump free. 

  He does promise us that we’re never alone and He’ll always give us the grace that we need. He promises too that 

everything in this life is temporary.  

  I’ve had folk tell me, “God told me to do ______.” Often, it’s what they would naturally do anyway. Check Scripture 

out for yourself and you’ll find that when God is directing us or it’s His will, it’s often against every fiber in our being. 



That was the case with Hosea. Who in their right mind would get married knowing that the marriage was Doomed 

Before the “I Do.” Yet, you will look in vain for any hesitation or questioning on the part of Hosea. All of our rights 

must submit before God and His right to our very lives.  

  God’s will is not always easy but it is always the best and has rewards out of this world that are beyond our wildest 

dreams. It’s because Hosea obeyed that we can truly see and understand the heart and holiness of God.  

  God caused Hosea to suffer as a visible picture of Israel’s unfaithfulness and as a tool to make Hosea better suited to 

proclaim the specific message God had for him-and both as expressions of God’s jealous love for his people. Let me 

quote Philip Yancey again. He said that “following God involves having a faith in Him such that you believe in advance 

what will only make sense in reverse.” 

  Here’s the real take away for us, we are Gomer! We are adulterous, guilty of unfaithfulness. In response to God’s love, 

kindness, and patience, we have prostituted ourselves to other things. We have sold ourselves to other gods and got 

nothing in return but misery and threat. If you’re trying to see yourself in Hosea instead of Gomer you’re missing the 

point entirely.  

  And Hosea will have three children whose names are symbolic of Yahweh’s relationship with the nation of Israel and 

have prophetic overtones. The first is a son named Jezreel. It shows us that… 

 

2. God takes needless violence very seriously. “And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little 

while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of 

Israel. And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.” 

  Who is the most evil person that you can think of? Hitler? Stalin? Chairman Mao? (Pictures) 3,000 years before those 

maniacal tyrants, there was a diabolical duo – King Ahab and Queen Jezebel (Picture). Ahab reigned over the northern 

kingdom from 871-852 B.C. The Bible states that Ahab did more evil in the sight of the LORD “than all who were 

before him” (1 Kings 16:30). That’s saying something. Jezebel has many of God’s prophets executed and used the royal 

coffers to replace them with 1,000 prophets to Baal (Picture) and Asherah (Picture), idols still worshipped when Hosea 

comes on the scene and why God called him to confront Israel.  

  One of their most evil deeds that was recorded were false charges used to execute an innocent man, Naboth. Naboth 

owned a vineyard in Jezreel next to Ahab’s palace. Ahab coveted it and offered to buy it or exchange it for a better one, 

but Naboth flatly refused. Jezebel found Ahab pouting and hatched an evil plot to have Naboth tried on false charges 

with false witnesses, and stoned to death. Then, Ahab seized the vineyard. 

  Because we’re designed by a just God, we despise injustice. It’s why there’s a visceral response when there’s real or 

perceived injustice even in a world with little time for God. It’s why there was such an outcry over the LeBaron family 

(picture) gunned down by a cartel in Mexico last week.  

  Because of all of Ahab and Jezebel’s bloodshed, God chose a chariot commander, Jehu, to bring them to justice. But 

Jehu (picture) went beyond the call of duty executing all possible competition to the throne and claimed God's sanction 

on it. Jezreel is the site of his ruthless massacre and became symbolic of bloodshed. In the future it’d be the scene of 

Israel’s great defeat. 

  God is a God of justice. Ahab and his evil family got what was coming to them. Jehu though turned God’s justice into a 

politically motivated slaughter and was excessively cruel. He also led Israel back into idolatry.  

  This prophecy was fulfilled when Jehu’s last descendant on the throne, Zechariah, was assasinated.  A “bow” was a 

metaphor for military might. “Breaking the bow” is symbolic of military defeat.  

  The valley of Jezreel (picture) had been the place of great victories, like Gideon’s defeat of the invading Midianites. 

It’d ultimately be the place where Assyria would defeat the northern tribes, taking them into captivity. It will be the place 

of a prophesied battle at the end of the age, Armageddon.   

  To call a child Jezreel meant bloodshed. It’s like calling a child Auschwitz or Hiroshima. “This is my son, Bloodshed.” 

“I can’t come today, Bloodshed has a game.” Jezreel brought violence and bloodshed to mind.  

  You and I struggle with heart violence, righteous anger and injustice. For example, anger at terrorism often devolves 

into bigotry against all Muslims. Yet, God is rescuing those in the blindness of Islam. I have a friend, Irfan Abdullatif 

(picture), who’s Dad came to Christ in Iraq, was imprisoned and had to flee to the States. His son, Irfan, started a 

ministry that supports pastors in Iraq and Egypt. We’re easily enraged at the horrors of Isis, yet unmoved at nearly 2 

billion Muslims going into a Christless eternity. We must be people of justice, yet it must be under God’s control. While 

anger isn’t a sin, it’s something we must handle very carefully (Eph. 4:26-27).  

 

3. God takes not loving Him very seriously. “She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the Lord said to 

him, ‘Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all’.”  



  Remember when Gwyneth Paltrow (picture) announced her daughter’s name was Apple? Historically, celbrities have 

named their baby’s weird names. Rocker Frank Zappa (picture) may win the prize for strange of bizarre names: Moon 

Unit, Dweezil, and Diva Thin Muffin. Most recently, rapper Cardi B (picture) named her baby girl, Kulture. 

  No Mercy in Hebrew is Lo-Ruhamah. Literally it means “not loved” or “no pity.” Notice, too, that unlike Jezreel, it’s 

Gomer’s daughter but not necessarily Hosea’s.  

  Children’s names in that culture were very important. “Not loved” was dreadful name to give a little girl. It speaks of 

rejection by her father and abandonment to all the troubles of the world. Whenever her name, Lo-Ruhamah, was called it 

commanded the attention to everyone around and bring questions: Why would anyone name his daughter that?  

  Why indeed? We shouldn’t assume that the name communicates Hosea’s feelings to this little girl. It was a sign to the 

nation of Israel. Because they had abandoned God and gone after Baal, they could not expect love or mercy from God. 

This shocking name called attention to this estrangement.  

  Remember when Jesus asked Peter, “Simon, do you love me?” The church at Ephesus is rebuked in Revelation 2:4 

because they’d lost their love for Christ. God loves us but He longs for us to love Him. His love is not blind.  

  But like Peter, if we will simply repent, God will forgive and return His love and pour out His mercy on us, verse 7. 

“But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God. I will not save them by bow or 

by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” Under King Hezekiah in Judah, when Assyria attacked them, the 

nation repented (Isaiah 36-37) and God miraculously intervened, the Assyrian Army was destroyed, “And the angel of 

the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning, 

behold, these were all dead bodies” (Is. 37:36).  

  God isn’t obligated to bless someone who doesn’t love Him. But He wants to pour out His love on us and intervene for 

us. But He won’t enable sin. He loves us but it must be reciprocal. And when we don’t love God, life can become 

miserable. Some of the most miserable Christians you’ll ever meet are those who once fervently loved God, but their 

love has waned. God never stops loving His children, but when our hearts wander, it can feel like it. God takes our not 

loving Him very seriously. Can I challenge you? Do you really love God? Or, do you only love His benefits?  

 

4. God takes spiritual adultery very seriously. “When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. And 

the Lord said, ‘Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people, and I am not your God’.” This is shocking and 

hard for us to really picture. A church in Texas sought to dramatize this scene from Hosea. Let’s show that clip (video).  

  We all know what adultery is, but what’s spiritual adultery? If adultery is having another lover besides your spouse, 

spiritual adultery is having another God beside the one true God.  

  The New Testament book of James was written to believers, so I find James 4:4 shocking, “You adulterous people! Do 

you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 

makes himself an enemy of God.”  

  The relationship has clearly shifted in Hosea. Whereas the first child was his and Gomer’s, it was questionable with the 

second, but this son is clearly not his. It’s some unnamed adulterous lover of Gomer’s. What a heartbreak! Put yourself 

in Hosea’s shoes for a moment. Approximately 6 or 7 years have passed. The marriage has degenerated from the 

honeymoon to hell. Instead of that announcement at night, “Do you know where your children are?” It’s “Do you know 

where your wife is?” Perhaps she’d become so brazen that she brings them home, tiptoeing by their  bedroom to the 

guestroom.  

  The name in Hebrew is Loammi. It means “not mine.” Every time Hosea introduces his son, the harsh reality is like 

another knife stab in his soul – “not my son.” As Gomer had been unfaithful to Hosea, Israel had been unfaithful to God.  

  With this name God is declaring to Israel that the covenant is null and void. Some scholars reaching back to Exodus 

believe that the name means “And I am not I AM to you.” When Moses asked Yahweh who he should say sent him to 

the Children of Israel in Egypt. “Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, “The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is His name?” what shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, 

‘I am who I am.’ And He said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel: “I am has sent me to you’” (Ex. 3:13-14).  

  Hosea’s family fell apart. Maybe this is when Gomer packed her bags and walked out. God was going to have His 

people taken into captivity.  

  Aren’t you glad that idols aren’t a problem for us? We don’t worship little statues (pictures)? Or are these our idols 

(pictures)? An idol doesn’t have to be an object. I can be my own idol and so can you.   

  In J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, a scene takes place in which Gandalf warns Pippin (picture) about their 

approaching conversation with Denethor, the steward of Gondor. Denethor had just learned of the death of Boromir, his 

beloved firstborn son. Gandalf says Denethor "loved him greatly: too much perhaps." For Denethor, Boromir, his son, 

was an idol, an object of his ultimate trust and devotion. Idols are people, experiences, ideas, and objects that we 



substitute for God. We lean on them, hope in them, and find refuge in them. These can be good things, as in the case of a 

child or spouse. Or they can be sinful things that we should hate.  

  Most modern people don’t get the Bible’s obsession with idolatry. We think of idolatry as an ancient problem for 

backwards people who bowed down to statues, not a relevant one for sophisticated folks like us. But we’re not beyond 

idolatry. We simply dress it up in different clothes.  

  So, what is an idol? An idol is anything that promises a life of security, meaning and joy apart from God. Do you 

have an idol? Well, about what do you think, “As long as I have this, I’ll have happy”? What do you so desperately need 

that you can’t imagine a fulfilled life without it? 

  What makes these idols so dangerous is that they’re nearly always good things. Idols aren’t usually bad things, 

but good things that have become ultimate things, things you believe guarantee you joy and security.  

  Marriage, a child or a job can become a false god. It can be a pet, sports or a hobby. It can be retirement or always 

needing to achieve one more financial benchmark. The problem isn’t the money or marriage. The problem is that we 

trust in those things to satisfy.  

  The human heart is prone to idolatry. We’ll either worship the one true God or a false god, and that’s spiritual adultery. 

We’ll center our lives on something. Will it be God or some idol? An idol is anything that you desire and is more 

important in your life than Jesus. It’s anything that gives you more meaning or satisfaction than God.  

  Notice the spiritual deterioration in these three names: Jezreel announces God’s judgement; Lo-ruhamah, the 

withdrawal of His love and mercy; Lo-ammi, His treatment of Israel as a foreign people. Why the weird names? God 

wanted to shake His people out of their spiritual lethargy, infideltiy and apathy before it’s too late. He wants to do the 

same with us.  

  Wonderfully, this is not the final word… 

 

5. God takes hope very seriously. “Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which 

cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ it shall be said to 

them, ‘Children of the living God.’ And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, 

and they shall appoint for themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 

Say to your brothers, ‘You are my people,’ and to your sisters, ‘You have received mercy’” 

  In a remarkable shift of tone the Lord declares that the effects of judgement would someday be reverse. He promised a 

time of rich blessing accompanied by restoration of the covenant relationship and national unity. The important question 

is, When?  

  It’s already started. It began 2,000 years ago on the day of Pentecost.  

  The Apostle Paul in Romans 9:24-27 writes: “Even us whom He has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 

Gentiles? As indeed he says in Hosea, ‘Those who were not my people I will call “my people,” and her who was not 

beloved I will call “beloved” And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be 

called ‘sons of the living God.’” God promised Abraham “in you shall all of the nations be blessed” (Gen. 22:18).  

  The prophecy leaps into the present names us who have trusted Christ as our Savior, “the Israel of God,” whether we 

are Jews or Gentiles. God sent Jesus to the cross to die for our sins and pay our penalty so that we could have hope and 

be the people of God.  

  It moves from judgement to mercy, from tragedy to promise. Why? Because God wants to forgive and restore…if we’ll 

turn to Him. But everyone knows that you can’t go from total despair to total acceptance in a moment. How is this 

possible? The grace of God! Only the miraculous power and love of God can bring grace to a vile and wicked people. 

Our human minds can’t begin to comprehend God’s ways or His grace! Those who are in Christ are Abraham’s seed of 

whom this prophecy and great growth was promised. It’s not just Israel being restored to God. It’s the whole world!  

  In the Gospel, Hosea’s prophecy concerning the reversal of God’s judgment and restoration of God’s covenant 

promises includes us, the Gentiles! Those who were not loved by God and weren’t a people chosen by God are now, in 

Christ, elect, beloved, and chosen! In the original context Hosea was referring to the spiritual restoration of Israel. 

But Paul finds in them the principle that God is a saving, forgiving, restoring God, who delights to take those who are 

“not my people” and make them “my people.”  

 

Conclusion: Five characters in this first chapter: Hosea, Gomer, Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah and Loammi. Where are you in the 

story? Which one are you most like?  

  Hosea, willing to obey God even if it means a life of heartache. Not most of us. Gomer, wandering from God, 

committing spiritual adultery. Closer to accuracy for most of us. Jezreel, filled with hate and bitterness. Lo-ruhamah, 

feeling unloved by people even God. Maybe you feel like Loammi? Not my people. You believe that God is the Creator, 

maybe even Savior. But He’s not your God and you’re not His child. If He’s a Father, He’s a distant one.  



  But the story, though horrible ends in hope. There is hope for anyone and everyone. That’s why God gave Hosea. He 

loved His people so much that He’d go to a wild extreme to show it like Hosea. Or further, send His Son to a cross for 

us. See no one is beyond God’s love or grace…not me, not you.  

  We’re a mess and even in our mess, Jesus died for us. It’s God’s amazing love. It’s relentless. It’s a scandalous grace.  

  Remember Jeffrey Dahmers (picture)? Also known as the Milwaukee Cannibal or Milwaukee Monster. He was a serial 

killer who committed the rape, murder, and dismemberment of  17 men and boys from 1978 to 1991. Many of his later 

murders included cannibalism.  

  Max Lucado writes this about Jeffrey Dahmer: “Jeffrey Dahmer murdered seventeen people. When they searched his 

apartment they found eleven corpses. Dahmer did things that were unthinkable…What disturbs me most about Jeffrey 

Dahmer is not his ax, not his trial, and not his punishment but his conversion.  

  Months before an inmate murdered him Jeffrey Dahmer became a Christian. He said he repented. He said he was sorry 

for what he did. He was profoundly sorry and put his faith in Christ. He was baptized. He started life over. He began 

reading Christian books and attending chapel. Sins washed, souls cleansed, past forgiven – that troubles me. It shouldn’t 

but it does. Grace for a cannibal. Yet that is how radical God’s grace is.”  

  Grace for a cannibal. Grace for a prostitute. Grace for an adulterer. Grace for me and grace for you. That’s the message 

of Hosea. God’s grace is relentless. It’s beyond amazing! Have you received God’s grace?  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


