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Remember the pop hit by Meat Loaf, I’d do anything for love? Apparently, some would. For example, Alexey Bykov 

faked his own death in a gruesome car accident as part of an elaborate marriage proposal. Alexey (pictures) pretended 

that he’d been killed, got his girlfriend to bawl her eyes out, and then got down on one knee to ask her to spend the rest 

of her life with him. It wasn’t half-baked either. He hired a movie director, stuntmen, make-up artists and a script writer 

to develop a convincing car crash scene. His reasoning? “I wanted her to realise how empty her life would be without me 

and how life would have no meaning without me.” Surprisingly, she said yes!  

  37 years ago this coming Thanksgiving I asked Jane to marry me (picture) in a horsedrawn carriage on Michigan 

Avenue in Chicago. I thought that it was pretty creative. Apparently, I was just a neophyte.  

  What would you do for love? Most of us consider that in the frame of a wedding proposal or to win our love’s heart. 

But What would you do for love if your spouse was unfaithful? What if it’d been more than once? What if it was so 

many times no one could keep track?  

  How would you feel if your spouse didn’t only have a one night stand, but was chronically adulterous? What would 

you do for love?  

  It’s the situation we discover as we continue our series, Relentless Love from the book of Hosea. But it’s God who’s 

dealing with chronic adultery. As we worked through last time, Hosea’s marriage to adulterous Gomer is a heartbreaking 

picture of Israel’s marriage to God. Israel continually commits spiritual adultery. Today we’re working through Hosea 

2:2-13 (p. 751). 

  Hosea’s language is so passionate and personal you’d think that he’s pleading his own cause with an adulterous spouse. 

But this is God pleading His own cause. It’s God who will do anything for love. But it’s tough love. There are three 

key words: remove, remember and renew.  

 

God removes things to bring about desperation. Hosea was written during a bull market economy in Israel. It’s 

referrred to as the 2nd Golden Age and took place during the reign of Jeroboam the II.  

  Our scene is X-rated, Jerry Springer stuff. This is a last ditch effort on God’s part to motivate Israel to repent. It’s an 

Old Testament Prodigal Son.     

  Tough love is very hard and a last choice. It’s not easy for God. God is a God of love, but loves His people too much to 

let them continue on a suicide path of destruction. The shocking vulgarity in the text is designed to open our eyes to how 

repulsed God is by Israel’s unfaithfulness.  

  Sin is ugly. It destroys relationships. Will a boss trust a bookkeeper dipping her finger into company accounts? What 

parent leaves a child with a babysitter caught smacking the kids around? Worst of all, sin destroys our relationship with 

God. For Israel, it brings national decline and judgement. Because God is holy and just He must judge sin. But first, He 

attempts tough love to bring about repentance.   

  Most parents understand this. If a child lies or is flunking out, you start taking away things like a phone, TV, or time 

with friends. You remove things attempting to disrupt a bad pattern and bring needed change. God does that to Israel. 

Though God is a jilted lover, His ultimate purpose is to heal the relationship, not terminate it. He’s passionate about His 

people, though they’ve continually betrayed Him. Most of us don’t change without some painful motivation. God does 

nearly everything He can to get Israel to repent.  

  God uses close messengers as allies. One sign a marriage is unraveling is when the children are used to bridge the 

communication gap between parents. At the dinner table, it’s “Tell your Mother to pass the salt.” “Tell your Dad to get it 

himself.” That’s what’s taking place here.  

  Verse 2 “Plead with your mother, plead—for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband—that she put away her 

whoring from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts.” Last week I read Proverbs 27:6 in my devotions, 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” God will use those close to us to speak into our lives. I’m so thankful the way that 

the Lord has used Jane, my children and godly friends to speak into my life. If God is using a godly spouse or friend to 

speak into your life, please don’t tune them out.  

  God uses the removal of things to get our attention. When Jack Foshe learned his wife was cheating on him, he went 

home, took scissors and cut her $5000 wardrobe to ribbons. He left his wife, Susan, with just the clothes on her back and 

the shoes on her feet.  

  It was the legal responsibility of a husband in that culture to provide food, clothes and shelter. God uses the removal of 

things to get our attention.  

  God uses shame to bring repentance. Verse 3 warns He’ll strip her naked. If a wife was caught in adultery, she’d be 

stripped naked and shamed. God warns that He’ll shame His people to bring repentance.  



  In verse 13 He takes her jewelry, probably jewelry she used to as part of seducing lovers as she partied at the feasts of 

Baal. Nakedness suggests an immoral dimension in their idolatrous worship. Baal was a god of agricultural fertility. 

God’s judgement was going to be parched land. 

  The point is that God will remove the countless blessings He’s given His people. Remember, He gave Israel a land 

flowing with milk and honey? Now they’re about to lose it all because of spiritual adultery.  

  Numbers 32:23 warns “be sure your sin will find you out.” Sin always comes to light. It’s wiser to confess and abandon 

it, than have it exposed and be humilated. Most of us have seen someone shamed who thought they’d covered their 

tracks. Do you have hidden sin? Please deal with it. 

  God uses economic hardship to bring repentance. Verse 9 says God will remove the grain, wine, wool and flax. In 

verse 12 He destroys the vines and fig trees. In an agrarian society this was a stock market crash. Losing vines and trees 

is long term damage. You can’t just replant them and have a harvest that season. It takes years for recovery. We, too, our 

economically driven. Sometimes God uses financial hardship to give us a wake-up call.  

  God uses zero options to bring repentance. Stress comes from feeling trapped. God “traps” Israel. Verse 6, 

“Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns, and I will build a wall against her, so that she cannot find her paths.” 

They used thorn bushes as fencing to keep thieves from breaking in or livestock from escaping. It was like barbed wire.  

  God cuts off their options. Read the book of Judges and you’ll see this same pattern. They’d worship idols so God 

would send an invading enemy. They’d cry out to God in desperation, repent and He’d rescue them.   

  Desperation motivates us. A famous paratrooper was speaking to a group of young recruits. When he’d finished and 

asked for questions, one young fellow raised his hand and asked, “What made you decide to make your first jump?” The 

paratrooper’s answer was quick. “An airplane at 20,000 feet with three dead engines.”  

  God uses the desperation of no options to make Israel understand their false gods could never rescue them. He hedges 

them in like a dumb animal to make them desperate. They didn’t want God or His Law, just His benefits. Isn’t this what 

happened to the Prodigal Son? He had to lose it all before he turned his heart toward His Dad and home.  

  Some of you turned your heart to God when you were at the end of your rope. Maybe God is bringing you to the end of 

your rope. Is God removing things from your life, hedging you in because He loves you and wants you to turn to Him? 

What will He have to remove to get your attention?  

  God is generous even when we’re adulterous. Have you seen the show Cheaters (picture)? I’ve never watched it but 

caught snatches of it as I was channel surfing. It’s a weekly hidden camera reality TV series about people suspected of 

cheating on their partners. In the fragments I’ve watched, the busted person runs from the camera, attempting to shield 

his/her face.  

  Imagine though someone is caught having an affair but instead of being busted, they’re handed a big wad of money 

along with keys to a new car. But they think that their illicit lover is giving all of this to them.  

  If you had a friend paying all the credit card bills for a cheating spouse, you’d tell them to see a counselor. But that’s 

exactly what God does, and Israel thinks that Baal is blessing them when it’s God. “And she did not know that it was I 

who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal” (vs. 8).  

  God knows they’re cheating on Him but He still foots the bill. The wording in the original is emphatic, “it was I who 

gave her.”  

  It’s tempting to sit in judgment on them. How could they give credit to Baal for what God did for them? Yet, I’m guilty 

too. It's from God’s hand that we receive life’s rich blessings—food for our table, clothes for our body, a warm place to 

live. But how easily do we thank everyone and everything except the God who provided them. We’re proud to be 

Americans and thank our government for its supply. We thank our family, friends, the strength of our own 

efforts…everyone except God from whom all our blessings flow. 

  Maybe you’re thinking, “Does God really love me like that?” Everything in the Word and everything in the world 

testifies that God loves us just like that. We’ve wanted desperately to have our own way, run off from God in a fit of 

rebellion. And when we’ve run from Him, we think He’s gone, out of our lives and we don't have any use for Him 

anymore. Then, there's a tap on our shoulder, we turn and find He’s there. And God says, "I love you. I want you to 

know that after you're through with running, I'll be here to take you back." That’s how God loves us. 

  How often do you and I cheat on God but He doesn’t cut us off? When we take the credit for our blessings or believe 

it’s the economy or luck. We’re giving away credit due God and committing spiritual adultery. Yet, God is generous 

even when we’re adulterous.  

  Sin begins with forgetfulness. Forgetfulness is where we begin to wander from God. It’s why Scripture places so much 

emphasis on remembering. It’s why Jesus gave us the Lord’s Table, “this do in remembrance of Me.” Much of Moses’ 

message to Israel in Deuteronomy is warning them to not forget the Lord, exhorting them to remember Him and His 

salvation. But here they forget it was God Who rescued them from Egypt and brought them into the Promised Land. She 

“forgot me, declares the Lord.”  



  We’re so forgetful. How many of us have forgotten where we laid down our cell phone and asked someone to call it so 

we can find it. We forget we’re supposed to pick someone up because we got busy. We forget we’re supposed to meet 

someone for lunch because we were inattentive. This kind of forgetfulness is largely due to being busy, distracted, 

and inattentive. 

  Israel was forgetful of God because of sin. It led to idolatry and finally brought judgment. It’s easy to point a finger at 

them for forgetting God, but we’re just as forgetful. How often do we go a whole day and never once pray or thank God 

for His many blessings to us just that day? We easily forget God. God removes things to bring about desperation. 

 

2. God tenderly helps them remember their past intimacy with Him. When Jane and I are in Downtown Chicago we 

remember that horsedrawn carriage where I popped the question. Our kids have heard the story so many times, they can 

tell it verbatim. It was a special time of sweet romance. Now God reminds Israel of their special intimacy wth Him. 

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. And there I will give 

her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, 

as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt” (vss 14-15).  

  We need to remember our spiritual “Honeymoon.” Most of us don’t picture a wilderness as a place of romance, but 

for Israel it was. It’s where they met with God after being rescued from slavery. It’s where God gave them the Mosaic 

Covenant. It’s where He provided manna. It was an isolated time, free from distraction. The language has a permeation 

of intimacy.  

  Imagine a wife who knows her marriage is in trouble. It’s strained to the point of breaking. In an attempt to get things 

back on track, she urges her husband to take her back to the place where they first fell in love. Maybe there the embers of 

their love will be rekindled. That’s the picture here.  

  We all need wildnerness times. I know I do. Each January I use a friend’s time share and I go away for prayer, Bible 

study and reflection. It’s a time of drawing close to God. We need times of isolation. We need quiet walks with no ear 

buds or driving in silence. Our culture is addicted to noise.   

  Speech is rated as silver, but silence is golden. In Scripture, there are many pointers to quietness. We see it in our 

Lord’s life. Jesus didn’t make a lot of noise in the world but ministered without excitement. He served like light works, 

silently, yet pervasively with resistless energy.  

  Quietness is urged on us as His followers. “Study to be quiet,” writes an Apostle. Anne Ortlund writes (picture), 

“Quiet is a blessed gift. In this frantic world how we must cherish every moment of it, and carve it out for ourselves 

every chance we get.” Or, Charles Stanley (picture), “God’s voice is still and quiet and easily buried under an 

avalanche of clamour.”  

  Wildnerness times teach us to rely on God. Jane and I have had some wilderness times in the ministry. Our first place of 

ministry was a time of wilderness and drove us to God and closer together.  

  We’re to remember that places of judgement can be places of blessing. The greatest tragedy in most of our lifetimes 

was 911. Our family visited New York City in 2002. Where the towers had been there was now a gaping hole (picture). 

But today it’s a beautiful memorial (picture).  

  That’s like the valley of Achor, vs. 14. “there I will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.” Achor was the scene of 

one of Israel’s worst tragedies. Because of the sin of one man, Achan, who disobeyed God and took spoil after they 

defeated Jericho, God took His protection off of them.   

  The next place to conquer after Jericho was a little town, Ai. After the big victory at Jericho, Joshua sent a small army 

of 3000, assuming it was more than enough. Because there was hidden sin, Israel was humiliatingly defeated. The Aites 

chased them down and killed 36 men, though Israel had an approximate 150 to 1 superiority. It came out that Achan had 

disobeyed God and was the cause of this tragedy. The Valley of Achor was where he was executed. It was a place of 

terrible memories and tragedy. 

  Achor means “trouble.” It implies a severe kind of trouble, but it’s not the final word. God promises that if they’ll 

return to Him, what was a tragedy will become a place of hope. Biblical history is filled with countless examples of 

tragedies becoming places of hope. That was the cross before the Resurrection. We’re to be people of hope. God is a God 

of hope! If that’s not your life, it can be. God loves to turn a tragedy into a place of hope.  

 

3. God desires to bring us to a place of renewal, vss. 16-23. Have you ever renewed your wedding vows? That’s what 

this is. It’s a renewal, a looking forward to a future restoration. Three times we find the phrase, “in that day.” It’s a 

renewal of their covenant commitment. Three times in quick succession “betroth” is used, giving a note of eagerness and 

freshness.  



  It’s a new beginning, overflowing with grace, clothing the New Covenant in wedding attire. Israel no longer seen as an 

adultress but as a pure virgin, as though she’d never sinned. The repeated “I will” statements assure us God has a 

wonderful future planned for His people. 

  It’s a time of complete commitment. “My Baal” literally means “My owner” or “My Master.” But no longer will Baal’s 

name be on their lips. The relationship now is committed and intimate, as God is called “My Husband.”  

  Imagine a woman who’s going to marry her boss. For years in the office, she’s called him “Sir.” It’s what she’s used to 

saying. But when they get married, she calls him “my husband.” It’s no longer, “Would you like a cup of coffee, Sir?” 

but “Would you like a cup of coffee, Dear?”  

  God is inviting Israel to think differently of Him, not as some distant Lord, but as a loving husband. Israel’s relationship 

with all other illicit lovers ends. She no longer even remembers their names. May our love for God become so passionate 

that we don’t even remember our former lusts or lovers!  

  It’s a time of the restoration of the Creation. One of the blessings of a new marriage is setting up a new home. This is 

a return to Eden. There’s complete harmony in the animal kingdom. Earth produces as it did before the Fall. We know 

humanity suffers from the Fall. Creation also has suffered and looks forward to a future redemption (Rom. 8:22-23). This 

is Paradise regained.  

  There will also be worldwide peace. “And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and I will make you 

lie down in safety.” 

  It’s a time of complete harmony. Here are five qualities which God, the new husband brings to connect us to Him. 

Righteousness – But this is God’s righteousness, not ours. It’s God stepping in to put the very worst things right. Justice 

– God is pronouncing a verdict. Guilty, but the penalty has already been paid. Christ makes us right before the Supreme 

Judge. Righteousness looks toward God. Justice looks toward humanity. We are now justified. Steadfast love is 

tenacious, never letting go! It’s a love that won’t quit! God will be faithful to Israel no matter what! Mercy – A loving 

sensitivity, much like the heartfelt word compassion. It has a special link with the second child “no mercy” Faithfulness 

– Of all the qualities previously missing, this is the one most clearly lacking in an adulterous partner. Adultery is a deal 

breaker, but now Israel will be faithful to God.  

  It’s a vow of eternal commitment. In his book, The Reason for God, Tim Keller writes (pictures): “Jesus is the only 

Lord who, if you receive Him, will fulfil you completely, and, if you fail Him, will forgive you eternally.”  

  Now the nation of Israel will be bound to God in an unbreakable covenant that will endure forever. But it’s not because 

they’re faithful, God is. The eternality of their commitment is all God. The same is true of us. We have everlasting life, 

not because we’re faithful and never blow it, but because of God’s infinite grace. This is the gospel story of the Old 

Testament.   

  Fred Smith shares this wonderful story: “I am a connoisseur of donut shops. I have given them my expert opinion from 

coast to coast. One time in Grand Saline, TX I was in one of the best. Across from my table sat a rural couple. She was 

dressed in what I think women call ‘gingham.’ He was dressed in his best “go to town” overalls. He got up to pay, but 

she didn’t get up. I wondered why. Then he came back and gently, but firmly, picked her up. I then saw she was in a full 

body brace. He carried her to their pickup while everyone in the shop watched them through the front window.  

  The waitress turned to me and said, “He took his vows seriously, didn’t he, Mister?” Yes, he did.” Then, Smith 

concludes, “When I think about God, His love always comes to mind. God’s love for us is evidenced through His loyalty 

to us. “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Our names are permanently engraved on the palms of His hand. He 

takes his covenant seriously.” It’s a vow of eternal commitment. 

 

Conlusion: So, what would you do for love? If we’re honest, when it comes to loving God, very little. If we read 

ourselves into this acount and think we’re Hosea, we’re dead wrong. We’re not Hosea, we’re Gomer.  

  If we’re honest, we’ve probably all thought at one time or another, “God’s grace means it doesn’t matter if I sin because 

God will forgive me anyway.”  

  I suspect all of us have thought some version of that. And if you’ve never thought like that, maybe it’s because you’ve 

never really understood the radical nature of gospel grace. We’re forgiven, justified, acquitted by faith alone – not 

because of anything that we do, but despite what we do. Grace covers past, present and future sins.  

  Even as I sin, I can be confident that I’m justified. That’s amazing love. And while we may not do what we do for love, 

we know what God has already done it all because He loved us so much. As we tie this up, there are Two Lessons I want 

you to take from all of this.  

  The first lesson is for believers, those who’ve committed their lives to Christ. Here it is: God does not love you because 

of what you do. He always loves you in spite of what you do. God doesn’t love you because of what you are. He always 

loves you in spite of what you are. When you understand how much He loves you, you respond to Him with love, praise, 

service and sacrifice.  



  So, mark it down! God does not love you because of what you are or because of what you do. God always loves you in 

spite of what you are or do.  

  It's a hard lesson for us to learn. Many of us have a bookkeeping mentality that thinks, “I’ll do certain things for God 

and then God will do certain things for me, so in a way He’ll reward me."  

  Did you know that's heresy? It’s not the gospel or in the Bible. It’s not God’s truth. God doesn't bless us or reward us 

because of what we do; it’s in spite of what we do. If you decide this morning to give your life to God and then never 

speak God’s name again, if you spent the remainder of your life like that, God would not love you any less than He loves 

you right now. As you stand beneath the cross and see that Jesus died for you. It’s then that you understand His love, and 

you respond in wonder and worship and praise. 

  It’s what we call Grace. Theologians define grace as “unmerited favor.” Grace means that the favor that God bestows 

upon us is without any merit on our part. There’s absolutely nothing we could do for it. God loves you in spite of what 

you are and in spite of what you do, and that’s the message of Hosea. When it dawns on you, when you realize that 

unconditional love of God, no strings attached, then you respond with love and worship, praise and service. It's one 

wonderful implication that comes from Hosea. 

  There's a second lesson. This one is for those who’ve not yet put their faith in Christ. Maybe sometimes you feel 

deserted and cry out from the depths of your heart, “Where is God? Where is He that I might know him?”  

  Lesson number 2 is the answer from the book of Hosea. It’s this: God isn't lost; you are. God pursued you up a hill 

called Calvary and He died there. He went through the tunnel of an empty tomb and down the roads of life to this place 

today wherever you are. Like Hosea pursued Gomer, God pursues you. He wants you to come Home. He wants to make 

you His own, but He won’t force you. You must choose to accept Him and His Son, Jesus, as your personal Lord and 

Savior.  

  The most important question isn’t: What would you do for love? It’s what God has already done for love, in His 

love for you, for each one of us. Have you accepted God’s gift of love, the gift of His own Son for you?  


