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What’s your favorite Disney movie? Is it one of their animated films like Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Dumbo or 

Cinderella (picture)? Maybe it’s one of the modern films like The Lion King or Mulan (picture). 

  A recent report discovered the favorite Disney movie for each State by checking Google Trends data to determine 

which films garnered the most interest in each one. In the Midwest (Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana), the favorite is The Lion 

King. In Alaska it’s Bambi. In Arkansas it’s Pochantas. California loves Aladdin. For Arizona it’s The Little Mermaid. 

(No, I’m not making that up). Here’s a map showing the favorite movies (picture).  

  One that didn’t make the list is Beauty and the Beast (picture). The story of has been around since 1740. Originally, it 

was quite long and involved, and probably would have disappeared had it not been for the work of Jeanne-Marie Le 

Prince de Beaumont (picture), who abridged it in 1757. For all intent and purpose the tale is as old as the United States.  

  Just in case you’re unfamiliar with the story…Once upon a time in a faraway land, a young Prince lived in a shining 

castle. Although he had everything his heart desired, he was spoiled, selfish, and unkind. One winter night, an old beggar 

woman came to his castle and offered him a single rose in return for shelter from the bitter cold. Repulsed by her 

haggard appearance, the Prince sneered at the gift, and turned her away. But she warned him not to be deceived by 

appearances, for beauty is found within.  

  When he dismissed her again, the old woman’s ugliness melted away to reveal a beautiful Enchantress. The Prince tried 

to apologize, but it was too late. She’d seen there was no love in his heart. As punishment, she transformed him into a 

hideous beast, placed a powerful spell on the castle, and all who lived there. Ashamed of his monstrous form, the beast 

concealed himself inside his castle. The rose she’d offerred was a magic rose which would bloom for many years. If he 

could learn to love another, and earn her love in return by the time the last petal fell, the spell would be broken. If not, 

he’d be doomed to remain a beast for all time. As the years passed, he fell into despair and lost all hope, afterall, who 

could ever learn to love a Beast?  

  Can I suggest it’s a picture of the gospel story? It’s a glimpse at Hosea and Gomer. We’re in the 4th message from the 

book of Hosea. It’s a shocking account. God commands His prophet to marry a harlot but Hosea is told Gomer will be 

unfaithful. Eventually, she leaves him to chase her lovers. In chapter 3 she’s hit bottom and is being sold as a slave, 

Hosea 3:1-5 (p. 752). 

  This isn’t just a marriage on the rocks. God is using this as a living picture of His relationship with the nation of Israel 

who abandoned God, committed spiritual adultery and worshiped idols. It’s a picture of us as Christians. We’re prone to 

idolatry, to wander away from God, to be spiritual adulterers.  

  Chapter 3 is the heart of this book. Hosea’s love for adulterous Gomer mirrors God’s love for Israel. His experience 

with his promiscuous wife portrays Israel’s rejection of God. And so the buying back of Gomer from the slave market 

pictures God’s love for Israel and the nation’s restoration.  

  No wonder James Montgomery Boice (picture) called this “the second greatest story in the Bible.” Gomer’s behavior 

is repugnant. By now her choices have stripped away much of her original beauty. It’s Redeeming the Repulsive. Hosea 

3 only has 81 words in the original Hebrew. Today we want to hone in on four key words: Reclaiming, Redeeming, 

Renewing and Restoring. Just like Beauty and the Beast, this has a wonderful ending.   

 

God’s love is a Reclaiming Love. In his book, The Four Loves, C. S. Lewis wrote: “To love at all is to be vulnerable. 

Love anything and your heart will be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must 

give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. 

Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. 

It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.” 

  Most people have been influenced by Hollywood or the Music Industry to believe love is either just romantic or erotic. 

Genuine love, as seen in Hosea and with God’s love, is not merely a feeling or physical attraction. Though love can 

include those things, love is so much more.  

  We use the word love so flippantly. It’s used to describe everything from our favorite food to our spouse. Here real love 

is on display as  God commands Hosea to “Go again” and “love a woman” who “is committing adultery.” This, God 

says, is what my love for adulterous Israel looks like! 

  Notice that the word “love” or a derivation is used four times in this verse. In three of the four usages of love, it has a 

different connotation. The only time the meaning is shared is Hosea’s love for Gomer and God’s love for Israel. This 

verb love means to persistently pursue. It’s not a feeling. It’s a volitional choice to show love in reclaiming an adulterous 

wife from the dregs of sin. It’s the same type of love that God has for Israel as He pursues them as they are adulterous in 

pursuit of their idols.  



  In the second instance of the word love, Gomer is said to be loved by a lover. This is erotic or sexual love. It’s clarified 

in the next phrase as it’s described as adultery. In the final instance that love is used, the children of Israel are said to love 

the raisin cakes of idoloatry. Some interepet this as wine. Most believe it’s a reference to dried grapes “raisins” that are 

pressed together into cakes. “Raisin cakes” were often used in pagan worship. 

  The nation of Israel has forsaken the persistent, pursuing, faithful love of their rightful husband to commit spiritual 

adultery with false gods and love for Twinkies (picture). What a tragic contrast! God loves Israel with an everlasting 

active love, but Israel loves “raisin cakes”! It’s the folly the prophet Jeremiah speaks of: “Has a nation changed its gods, 

even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. Be appalled, O 

heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have 

forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no 

water” (Jeremiah 2:11-13).  

  How foolish! Forsaking the eternal God of glory for that which “does not profit”! Yet, it’s what Israel repeatedly did! 

It’s what we do, when we allow our “love” for anything else to replace our love for God! Yet God in love sought them 

out! God’s love is faithful! 

  Some of you have experienced the tragic pain of an unfaithful spouse. Walking with someone through the pain of 

adultery is one of the deepest emotional pains I’ve seen as a pastor. Yet, God commands Hosea, “Go again, love a 

woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress.”  

  Gomer is not repenting of her sin or seeking restoration. She’s still in her adulterous relationship. Before Hosea’s 

marriage illustrated the horror of Israel’s adultery, now he’s to be an example of God’s unconditional love in his love for 

Gomer again.  

  Betrayed human love can be vindictive and hateful. Humans keep score. The word used for love here in the original 

means loyal love and speaks of God’s love for us. God says, “I love the Israelites with a loyal love or a compassionate 

love.” It can mean an ally who comes up beside and walks with us. When God speaks of His love for us, He’s talking 

about a compassionate love, a covenant love that’s based on who God is, not on what we are. He’s willing to walk 

alongside us, be our ally in the trenches of life, even if we’re unfaithful and a mess.  

  Imagine how wounded Hosea is. Kenny Rogers (picture) had a hit song years ago, Why did you leave me Lucille? It’s 

haunting. The chorus goes: “You picked a fine time to leave me, Lucille. With four hungry children and a crop in the 

field. I've had some bad times, Lived through some sad times, This time the hurtin' won't heal. You picked a fine time to 

leave me, Lucille.” Hosea could have written that song. Two Observations.  

  Obeying God doesn’t guarantee happiness. It’s a common belief that God exists to be our “personal genie,” waiting to 

give us our every wish and make us happy. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not anti-happy. God though is more concerned 

about our holiness than our happiness. We’ll never be happy unless we live holy obedient lives. What God desires for us 

is so much better than happiness. He wants to give us joy. Joy is the 2nd fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5). Happiness is 

dependent upon what happens. Joy is that settled state of contentment and hope that comes only from trusting God. Joy 

is an outcome of obedience. If you knowingly disobey God like the nation of Israel, you’re missing out on God’s joy. 

Hosea probably wasn’t happy. He had something much better than happiness…joy from obeying God!  

  Forgiveness is painful. Hosea had been wounded emotionally, spiritually, and perhaps physically. To forgive someone 

who has hurt you so badly is painful. Forgiveness isn’t what you want to give them. God was asking him to rip open old 

wounds. Obviously, some time has passed. Maybe he’s just getting his emotional equilibrium back. Gomer had 

emotionally vomitted all over him. There had been harsh words and sarcastic punches. Amazingly, he’d never divorced 

her but was trusting God to work.  

  We’re not asked to forgive others because it’s easy; we’re commanded to forgive as an obedient response to the 

outrageous, undeserved merciful love and forgiveness that we ourselves have been shown by God through Jesus. 

  

2. God’s love is a Redeeming Love. Verse 2 “So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of 

barley.” Sin will bring us to desperation. For Gomer it began with a fling or two, then devolved to adultery, then 

prostitution, probably temple prostitution. If one became indebted in that day, you’d have to sell whatever you could. 

Sometimes the only thing marketable was yourself. Now she’s a slave.  

  I’m glad there’s an increasing awareness of human trafficking. Yet, it’s abhorrent that Hollywood glamorizes 

prostitution. Jane and I were in the Detroit area during the Crack Epidemic of the 1980’s. Though I’d hardly seen a 

prostitute prior to that, the main thoroughfares, Eight Mile Road and Woodward Avenue, were rampant with prostitutes. 

The harshness of that life took a heavy toll. It was heartrending.  

  Gomer has now been ravaged by a harsh life. Perhaps caked in make-up, there still wasn’t enough to cover the 

wreckage of sin. That seems apparent because she’s going for a bargain. Typically, a slave cost 30 shekels. She’s 

halfprice, sold for 15 shekels with some barley, the food for livestock.  



  Gomer’s sin took her further than she wanted to go, cost her more than she wanted to pay, and kept her longer than she 

wanted to stay! She’s going cheap. The word for “bought” was used for haggling over a price. 

  The price Hosea paid indicates that he may have given everything he had to buy his own wife back. He bids all his 

silver and all of his barley. Everything of value he has is used to redeem his unfaithful wife. In a very real sense, though 

she’s been unfaithful, he’s renewing his marital vows, pledging it all away again. May I suggest that we’re on holy 

ground?  

  Can you hear the auctioneer? After the bidding reaches 15 shekels, I can picture Hosea out of love and total 

desperation, shouting out with a bid that ends the bidding: “Fifteen shekels and a homer and a half of barley!” “Going 

once, going twice…Sold!” 

  Notice something very important. God didn’t command Hosea to buy her. He commands him to love her. Hosea went to 

what must have been a horrible place for a prophet of God. It vexed his soul, but he went out of love. He didn’t owe 

Gomer anything. He had the right to divorce her.  

  Have you had to bail a loved one out of jail? Have you done it again and again? Others will think you’re a fool. No 

doubt Hosea’s friends and neighbors thought he was a fool. 

  Let me direct you to another slave auction block. It’s you and I who are on the block. Romans 6:20 reminds us that 

prior to salvation we were “slaves to sin.” If we’re honest, we know that. We try to clean up our lives, break some sinful 

habit but we’re addicted to it. Just one example. Try to control your tongue. No more gossip, grumbling, complaining or 

lying. Can you make it a day? An hour? No, we’re slaves to the sins of our tongues.  

  At the Incarnation Jesus entered the auction block of this earth. You and I were as low as we could go. But Jesus gave 

up everything to redeem us. Hosea’s actions point us to an old rugged cross. The Savior didn’t pay 15 shekels and some 

cheap grain. He gave His own precious and costly blood! Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:18-19: “Knowing that you were 

ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with 

the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”  

  If you’ve trusted Christ as your Savior, you’ve been redeemed. What does it mean to be redeemed? It means you’re set 

free from sin. No more guilt or condemnation. The debt of sin is cancelled, chains broken forever. No more debt to be 

paid. It’s the message our enslaved world desperately needs.   

 

3. God’s love is a Renewing Love. “And I said to her, ‘You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the 

whore, or belong to another man; so will I also be to you.’ For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without king 

or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or household gods” (vss. 3-4).  

  What’s your favorite romance movie? This story is better than all of them. Better than When Harry Met Sally, The 

Notebook, or Crazy Rich Asians. It’s better than Casablanca or West Side Story (pictures).  

  Those are all reciprocal relationships but God doesn’t want you to do anything for Him – He wants you! The gospel 

isn’t about what WE can do. The gospel is about what HE can do. God is way out of our league. He doesn’t need you. 

However, God wants you, despite your brokenness, flaws and being prone to wander, He wants you. He picks you. He 

loves you. 

  God’s love for Israel is not only a reclaiming and redeeming love, it’s a renewing love. Verse 3 records what Hosea 

told Gomer after redeeming her from the slave market. He essentially says she’ll live with him in the same house, but 

they won’t resume their intimate relationship immediately. Instead there will be a period of “many days” of purity. It’s a 

time of celibacy. It’s not to last forever, but for “many days.” Afterwards, we can assume, normal intimacy between 

Hosea and Gomer as husband and wife resumes.  

  Much more is going on here than the private love life of Hosea and Gomer. Verse 4 explains the significance of this 

time of abstinence. This celibacy, like everything else in Hosea’s marriage, illustrates God’s relationship with Israel. The 

children of Israel will experience a time characterized by a lack of intimacy. They’ll be for “many days” without proper 

rulers “king or prince”, without proper worship “sacrifice” or “ephod”, and without improper worship, i.e. idolatry 

“sacred pillar” or “teraphim.”  

  It’s a description of Israel’s history. For a time her social infrastructure and national sovereignty will be eliminated. 

Without leadership (there hasn’t been a king since before Christ), without priesthood (there hasn’t been a priesthood or 

sacrificial system since the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70), and without idolatry (for all Israel’s rejection of Jesus 

Christ, they’ve not gone back to idolatry). This is the period in Israel’s history described by the Apostle Paul in Romans 

11:25, “I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the 

fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” 

  We American tend to be human doings and believe our value comes from what we do. God doesn’t need us to do 

anything. For Israel, this is to be a time of isolation, cessation and probation with no expectations. It’s a time of healing. 



God took everything away so that God was all that they had and the nation would realize that God was all that they 

needed. How do you respond to this kind of grace? You receive it. 

  Are you a golfer? Are you familiar with Harvey Penick’s Little Red Book on Golf (picture). It’s sold more than a 

million copies and is one of the biggest things in the history of sports books. In the 1920s Penick bought a red spiral 

notebook and began jotting down observations about golf. He never showed the book to anyone except his son until 

1991, when he shared it with a local writer and asked if he thought it was worth publishing.  

  The man read it and told him yes. He left word with Penick’s wife the next evening that Simon & Schuster had agreed 

to an advance of $90,000. "When the writer saw Penick later, the old man seemed troubled. Finally, Penick came clean. 

With all his medical bills, he said, there was no way he could advance Simon & Schuster that much money. The writer 

had to explain that Penick would be the one to receive the $90,000.”  

  People often have Penick’s reaction to the fabulous gift of salvation offered in Christ. We ask, "What must I do?" God 

answers, "Just accept it!” 

  Verse 4 indicates that this period is for “many days,” not eternity. In other words, things will change one day. That’s 

because God’s love is not only a reclaiming, redeeming and renewing love, it’s also a restoring love! 

 

4. God’s love is a Restoring Love. “Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God, 

and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the Lord and to His goodness in the latter days.” Israel will return to 

David their king? But David is long dead. This isn’t a return of King David, but prophetic of David’s royal line. Hosea is 

talking about the “new” David, the Messiah,  God promised would rescue His people and reign over them in peace and 

justice. This is a future new unified Israel.  

  Jesus is the one who ultimately ends this exile. He’s the coming One who will restore Israel, bringing their exile to an 

end. He’s God’s promised Messiah, the new David, who leads us home to God. These latter days begin with His cross 

and resurrection. They’re the period between His 1st and 2nd coming. The word return is used 21 times in Hosea. This is 

being fulfilled today through the mission of the Church, through the proclamation of the gospel. God’s true people come 

in fear to the Lord and His goodness.   

  God uses Gomer’s restoration to reveal His redemptive plan for Israel.  There are 1,845 references to Jesus’ 2nd coming 

in the Old Testament and 318 references in the New. Jesus really is coming back to earth some day! 

  Though Jesus never gave a specific time, the Bible promises that He’s coming again. Are you ready? Jesus can come 

back at any moment. That must motivate us to have an eternal perspective on life. An eager anticipation of Christ’s 

return helps us live faithfully and productively for His glory. 

 

Conclusion: Some of us will never forget watching a caravan of LA cops following a White Bronco down the freeway 

as they sought to arrest O. J. Simpson for the murder of his ex-wife, Nicole (pictures). It was a crime of passion. Anger, 

hatred, even murder are often responses to betrayal of love.  

  At the end of Beauty and the Beast (picture) Gaston incites the mob to “Kill the Beast.” Anger and hatred – those are 

the responses that we’d expect from someone so horribly betrayed as Hosea has been. It’s a beastly world.  

  But Hosea is acting for God. He’s a picture of who God is in the face of horrible betrayal. It’s why we see love, grace 

and forgiveness. God’s love is a reclaiming, redeeming, renewing and restoring love!  

  Hosea gave Gomer an undeserved 2nd chance and God gives the nation of Israel one. God is the God of the second, 

third, and countless chances. God loves to redeem the repulsive. Three Applications and we’re done… 

  We are loved like Gomer. Though so undeserved because we’re guilty of betraying God, we are loved by God. All of 

us have sinned, all are caught by God’s justice. We’re helpless, enslaved and unable to change our condition. We’re 

doomed and damned unless someone steps in to help us. We can’t buy our way out of trouble and can’t deny our 

condition. We’re condemned by our conscience, condemned by our true moral guilt, and often condemned by others. If 

people knew us better, they’d condemn us even more than they do. They don’t know the half of it. That’s where the 

gospel message becomes so powerful. Just when we’re about to be condemned, Jesus steps in to rescue us. Jesus paid for 

Gomer’s sin and our sin on the cross. God knows all about us and has chosen to love us. Then, God’s love and grace 

make it so that… 

  We can Love an unlovely spouse. God commanded Hosea to love Gomer, an unlovely spouse. Most of us have not 

been betrayed as Gomer betrayed Hosea, but there’s still a sense of betrayal. Maybe that’s the challenge you need today 

to Love an unlovely spouse. You’ve been hurt, wounded, perhaps for years or decades. Like Gomer, maybe your spouse 

doesn’t deserve it. But the same God who gave Hosea the love that He needed can give you the love that you need. God 

wants to change your life with His love and then out of the overflow of His love, to attach high value to your spouse and 

love them.  



  Love an unlovely world and worldling. The world says, “Get even.” God says, “Seek the good of those who have 

harmed you.” The world says, “Get angry.” God says, “Pray for them.” The world says, “Don't waste time loving bad 

people.” God says, “Love them anyway.” 

  Who is the Gomer in your life? Who is that person you struggle to love? A family member, neighbor, co-worker. Is God 

commanding you to love them, to be part of His rescue plan in freeing them from the slavemarket of sin?  

  God has given you and I the mission of reaching Gomers. It probably isn’t hard for you to think of an unlovely person 

in your life. In our broken world they’re everywhere. A coworker who’s willing to do anything to get ahead, including 

taking credit for your ideas. In-laws who always seem to be peering over your shoulder, critiquing your parenting skills, 

and offering “suggestions” for improvement. The child who knows exactly how to push your buttons. The passive-

aggressive friend who is kind one moment and gives you the cold shoulder the next. The list can go on and on. Unlovely 

people are exactly the people we need to intentionally move toward.  

  That’s what Hosea did. He went to the slave market to find Gomer. That’s what God has done for you. You and I are 

called to be part of God’s Redeeming the Repulsive team, to love “beasts.” Who’s your Gomer? 

  Ask God for grace not to run away, but to keep engaging in love that hard-to-love person. By His grace, we can love the 

unlovely ones God has placed in our lives. The easy thing is to cut the troublesome person out of your life when possible 

or avoid them. Yet, we’re never more like Jesus than when we show love, mercy and kindness, no matter how we are 

treated. 

 

 


