
What you don’t know CAN hurt you                                            Hosea 4:1-6:3 

Hosea: Relentless Love                                                                           Sermon 05 

 

“Every time a bell rings an angel gets their wings.” Remember that line from It’s a Wonderful Life (picture)? One 

problem. It’s not true. We must be cautious about getting what we believe about God from other sources than the Source, 

God’s Word. There are many spiritual sounding “slogans” believed to be true, but they’re not: God helps those who help 

themselves or God won’t give you more than you can handle. Those aren’t in the Bible.  

  The fact that many Christians believe these untrue statements shows a tragic biblical illiteracy. It’s dangerous to be 

spirutally ignorant. It’s what our passage in Hosea tells us. We’re working through chapters 4 through 6:3. 

 Turn to Hosea 4:1 (p. 752). “Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy with the 

inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land.”  

  That phrase “no knowledge of God” is the key. 8 times they’re rebuked that they don’t know God (4:1, 6; 5:3, 9; 6:3). 

Two times they’re censured their lack of understanding God (4:10, 14). Falling away from God starts with spiritual 

ignorance. What you don’t know CAN hurt you.  

  The word knowledge in Hebrew refers to a relationship, experience. For example, someone is battling cancer. Who 

knows more about cancer? An oncologist or a cancer patient? Well, it depends. An oncologist knows more about the way 

cancer works medically. Only a cancer patient knows what it’s like to have cancer. They know the pain, the fight and the 

discouragement.  

  When Hosea says there’s no knowledge of God, he’s not talking about textbook or clinical knowledge. He’s referring to 

experiential relational knowledge. God doesn’t want us to know about Him. He wants us to know and have a vibrant 

relationship with Him. One that’s passionate, 24/7.  

  In the first three chapters the focus was on Hosea’s relationship with his adulterous wife, Gomer. God used it as a living 

picture of His relationship with the spiritually adulterous nation of Israel. In chapter 4 through the rest of the book, we 

move out of Hosea’s bedroom. God deals directly with Israel for their unfaithfulness. Nothing more is said about Hosea 

and Gomer.   

  Have you been in a court of law? There’s a courtroom setting throughout the rest of this book. The same pattern is used 

of accusation, condemnation and restoration.  

  Remember these were sermons Hosea preached, entreating Israel to repent. He moves from a broken heart over his 

failed marriage to the failure of Israel in their relationship with God. Yet, this courtroom scene always ends in hope 

because God’s love is relentless. There’s always the hope of restoration.   

  A courtroom is intimidating, especially if you know you’re guilty, and they were. God is the plaintiff, the prosecuting 

attorney, witness and judge. He presents His case against Israel. As Gomer’s adultery brought a temporary end to her 

marriage, spiritual adultery brings a temporary end to God’s relationship with Israel. They’re on trial for not knowing the 

God they’d made a covenant with at Sinai after leaving Egypt. If you’re taking notes… 

 

When you don’t know God, anything goes. Have you read Lord of the Flies (picture)? William Golding’s 1954 novel 

is about a group of British boys stranded on an uninhabited island and their disastrous attempt to govern themselves. It 

takes place in the midst of an unspecified war. Some of the marooned characters are ordinary students, while others 

arrive as a musical choir under an established leader. The book portrays their descent into savagery; left to themselves on 

a deserted island, far from modern civilization, the well-educated boys regress to little more than beasts.  

  In America we so treasure freedom we miss that total freedom becomes no freedom because of depravity. The Balkans 

and Iraq remind us that even an evil government is better than no government. Did you know Christians had more 

religious freedom under Sadaam (picture) than they do in Israel?  

  There is ignorance of God’s commands. Because they didn’t know God, anarchy reigns. “There is no faithfulness or 

steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; 

they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed” (vss. 1b-2). Faithfulness is truth, integrity. Without 

faithfulness the bonds between people begin to unravel. Society becomes unstable. Steadfast love is a term found 

throughout the Old Testament. It refers to commitment. It’s the fidelity of marital love and covenant promises.  

  Because God is no longer their authority, they degenerate, breaking 6 of the 10 commandments. Swearing, taking 

God’s name in vain, lying, murder, stealing, adultery and idolatry. When people don’t know God, they do what’s 

culturally or socially acceptable. The result is a societal breakdown. That’s true today. Our culture thinks nothing of 

taking God’s name in vain, yet use an ethnic slur and your pariah. It may cost you your career. Both are evil!  

  A.W. Tozer (picture) began his classic, The Knowledge of the Holy with this provocative sentence: “What comes into 

our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” He goes on to say “We tend by a secret law 



of the soul to move toward our mental image of God.” Tozer’s words reflect the psalmist’s censure about worshipping 

idols. Psalms 115:8, “Those who make them will become like them.”  

  Israel claimed to be God’s chosen people, but are unfaithful. The evidence of our faith is not words, it’s our walk. Does 

my life show that I know God? Or, does it reveal that I’ve been contaminated by cultural norms?  

  There is suffering for all of Creation. Verse 3, “Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also 

the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away.” God’s judgement has 

cosmic effects. A drought is coming so devastating that ocean life suffers. The judgement is greater than the Noahic 

Flood. For an agrarian culture, it’s catastrophic. When we blow off God, all creation suffers.  

  The outcome of prosperity was that they forgot God. “The more they increased, the more they sinned against me” (vs. 

7). God judges them with economic calamity. God often uses economic meltdowns as a wake-up call. He loves us too 

much to let us be financially healthy and spiritually diseased. 

 

2. When you don’t know God, you’ll be filled with dissatisfaction. “They shall eat, but not be satisfied” (vs. 10). Do 

you think most people consider this, “The most wonderful time of the year”? Yet, we have so much! 

  This is a period of great economic prosperity, known as the 2nd Golden Age. Yet, it’s a time of great discontent. 

Without a relationship with God, life is out of sync. Some of the most miserable people are those who seem to have it all. 

But those who have little, yet know God, are often content. Contenment never comes from having stuff. It comes from 

having Jesus.  

  For them, having children was a measure of success. Even though they’re sexually promiscuous, they’re childless, vs. 

10, “they shall play the whore, but not multiply.” They’re cursed with infertility.  

  Idolatry is their core sin. “My people inquire of a piece of wood,  and their walking staff gives them oracles.” (vs. 12). 

Can you imagine after World War II, after we defeated Japan that Americans began to worship Hirohito, the then 

emperor of Japan? The Japanese believe they’re descendants of the gods and their emperor is divine. They have a 

heaven-inspired mission to rule the world. Emperor Hirohito (picture) came to power in 1926 and was revered by 

millions of Japanese as a demi-god. He presided over a war in which a generation of young men marched off hoping for 

the honor of being slaughtered in his name. It wasn’t until after World War II that he was demoted to a mere mortal.  

  Israel worships the gods of the nations they’d conquered. Idols of wood or stone that they’d made with their own hands. 

It makes no sense. Idolatry never does, but it’s so tempting for them and us.  

  “Ephraim is joined to idols” (vs. 17). Ephraim is another name for the northern kingdom and used 31 other times in 

Hosea. Joined is a covenantal term. In other words Ephraim is “wedded” to idols. Baal worship involved ritual 

prostitution, so there was spiritual and literal adultery.  

  We’re creatures of worship. G. K. Chesterton (picture) said, “When man ceases to worship God he does not worship 

nothing but worships everything.” Abandoning their knowledge of God, they worship trees or sticks. The New Living 

Translation shows how absurd it is, “They ask a piece of wood for advice! They think a stick can tell them the future!”  

  We talk much about the great themes of Scripture: God’s grace, His love, forgiveness. An often overlooked theme is 

idolatry. It’s not just Old Testament. The Apostle John’s last warning to his readers was, “ Little children, keep 

yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21).  

  Brad Bigney (picture) in his book, Gospel Treason, defines an idol as: “An idol is anything or anyone that captures 

our hearts, minds, and affections more than God.” Do you have idols? What could be an idol in your life? Anything or 

anyone. Getting rid of idols is hard. What’s your idol? Ask yourself: Do I turn to this for refuge or comfort instead of 

going to God? Am I willing to sin to get this? Am I willing to sin to keep from losing this?  

  Israel is unhappy, discontent and miserable. Verse 16 is shocking, “Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn.” My 

grandfather had a small farm in South Georgia. I learned quickly that wherever you want a heifer to go, it’s where 

they’re not going. For Hosea, it’s not stubborn as a mule but “as a heifer.” Though sin is miserable, they stubbornly stay 

in it. And so do we. Matthew Henry (picture) said, “None so deaf as those who will not hear.” Is there a sin you’re 

stubbornly clinging to?  

 

3. When you don’t know God, you’ll end up condemned. We only have time to touch on some of the highpoints of 

chapter 5.  

  Are you familiar with Alfred Lord Tennyson’s (picture) poem, The Charge of the Light Brigade. Either a 

misunderstanding of orders or a personal rivalry of two officers was responsible for one of the most senseless, moments 

in military history. During the Battle of Balaklava in the Crimean War, a brigade of British cavalry charged a heavily 

fortified Russian position. The attack was senseless. More than 250 of the 670 men in the brigade were killed or 

wounded in this suicide attack. It didn’t do anything. In the spiritual realm Israel is mimicking that foolish charge. 



Everyone, from the man on the street to the priests, was charging headlong into the judgment of God—with equally 

disastrous results. 

  God knows their sin. “I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me” (vs. 3).  Their sin isn’t hidden from God. No 

matter how hard someone tries to conceal sin, God knows and sees it. Nothing is hidden from Him. Israel’s sin was like 

an open sore in His sight.  

  They don’t know God, “they know not the Lord” (vs. 4b). Eventually, there’s a point of no return. Romans 1 calls it a 

“reprobate mind” (1:28). It’s those whom God has rejected as godless and wicked. The Greek word translated 

“reprobate” means literally “rejected, worthless.”  

  They’re arrogant in their sin. Verse 5, “The pride of Israel testifies to his face.” They’re shameless, having seared 

their conscience. They’re proud of their evil. In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis (picture) refers to pride as “The Great 

Sin.” After mentioning that pride led to Satan’s downfall, he writes, “Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete 

anti-God state of mind.” As Isaiah warned, “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil” (5:20).  

  They can’t find God. “With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the Lord, but they will not find Him; He has 

withdrawn from them” (vs. 6). They come to sacrifice in worship. Because of their sin, God hides from them. Nothing is 

more tragic. Scripture often speaks of times when God “hides” His face, or “turns” His face away from His people. It’s 

an act of judgment where God pulls back, experientially, from His people so they sense His absence and need for Him.  

  What does it mean “when God hides His face”? He’s breaking off communication and putting His relationship with 

them on hold. He is removing His hand of blessing and protection. It was the worst place they could be. God is their joy, 

hope, protection, security, provider and rescuer, but now He’s gone because of their hardheartedness and sin.  

  They’re judged by God. “Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, because he was determined to go after filth. But I 

am like a moth to Ephraim, and like dry rot to the house of Judah. When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his 

wound, then Ephraim went to Assyria, and sent to the great king. But he is not able to cure you or heal your wound. For 

I will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear and go away; I will carry 

off, and no one shall rescue. I will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face, and in 

their distress earnestly seek Me” (vss. 11-15).  

  Hosea ends with shocking metaphors of God’s future judgement. God will be like an infected open wound and rot to 

His people. It’s a picture of a wounded soldier with wounds festering with infection, and God won’t heal them but infects 

them more. Moth could refer to maggots in the open wound. Infection and rotteness work slowly, silently, but destroy 

completely. These words are meant to jar them awake by showing that because of their spiritual adultery, God will fight 

against them rather than fight for them.  

  Finally, God is pictured as a ferocious lion, tearing his prey to pieces, carrying off what remains, and no one can stop 

him. God will stalk His people. They’re afraid of the invading armies of Assyria. But Hosea warns them that the One 

they really should be terrified of is God. No one can do anything to resist the judgement of God’s verdict.  

 

4. Not knowing God is first a male leadership problem. Throughout this passage Hosea charges priests, prophets, 

kings and men in general for the evil taking place. Priests were to be spiritual leaders. Instead they’d profited and been 

part of the growing evil. James 3:1 warns about the gravity of being a spiritual leader. “Not many of you should become 

teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.”  

  God puts more accountability on the shoulders of spirtual leaders. It’s something every pastor, teacher and church 

leader needs to take very seriously. Let me make a couple of applications.   

  Spiritual leaders have a sin nature and are fallible. There’s been countless tragic reports of some pastor guilty of 

immorality, financial impropriety or false teaching. After nearly 40 years in ministry I’ve lost track of how many men I 

went to Bible college with who are now out of the ministry because of sin. All of us are vulnerable. All of us are capable 

of going off the deep end. It happened in Hosea’s day. It happens today. Israel was rejected because of the failure of their 

spiritual leaders. Hosea 4:4, “Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, or with you is my contention, O priest.” 

  There’s a leadership principle here. People won’t go further than their leaders. John Maxwell (picture) calls it The Law 

of the Lid. The higher the leadership lid, the higher the potential of those you lead. The lower the lid, the lower the 

potential. He uses McDonald’s as an example. The McDonald brothers had a great concept, but they could never take 

their idea further than one restaurant. It wasn’t until Ray Kroc got involved that “millions were served.” The McDonald 

brothers had a low lid. Ray Kroc had a high one.  

  Israel was judged because of evil leaders. They had a very low lid! It’s the blind leading the blind. Verse 5, “You shall 

stumble by day; the prophet also shall stumble with you by night.” Their leaders are spiritually blind. 

  Men are to be the spiritual leaders in the home. The Church is suffering from a lack of men who are passionate about 

Jesus. Why is there a dearth of godly men? Admittedly, godliness is nearly impossible to measure and godly men are 



nearly impossible to quantify. But let me ask this: Is your wife closer to Jesus because of your influence or are you an 

obstacle? Are your children closer to Jesus because of your influence or are you an obstacle? 

  There are many facets of this, but I believe that the North Star for being a godly man is simply: Love God more than 

than you love your, wife, your children or anything else. Begin there and everything will be spiritually in sync. Jesus 

said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  

 

5. God wants us to know Him, and restore us. In the middle of court, before the Judge can render a verdict and 

pronounce the defendant guilty, Hosea makes a last appeal, pleading with Israel to repent. Look at 6:1-3. 

  “Come, let us return to the Lord; for He has torn us, that He may heal us; He has struck us down, and He will bind us 

up. After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before Him. Let us know; let 

us press on to know the Lord; His going out is sure as the dawn; He will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains 

that water the earth.”  

  God tore His people so that He could heal them. He had to discipline them in order to bless them. He’s like a lion to 

them, but God longs to be like a trauma surgeon. He was like a drought, but He wants to be like spring rain. 

  In Hosea 2:3 God warned that because of Israel’s spiritual adultery He’d “make her like a wilderness, and make her 

like a parched land, and kill her with thirst.” Now God wants to revive her like rain on parched ground.  

  The Hebrew term translated “return” is used over 1000 times in the Old Testament. It’s a picture of repentance, 

reconciliation and restoration. It’s used 23 times in the book of Hosea. Even to the last chapter Hosea pleads with God 

for Israel and God promises to answer if they’ll return to Him. What does it mean to “return” to the Lord?  

  Returning to the Lord is a decision made at a specific point in time as a deliberate act of our will. It’s getting up from 

where we are, and returning to where we have been, not physically, but spiritually.  

  Returning to the Lord is recognition. We no longer rationalize or justify our sins; we repent! When we finally see our 

sin as God sees it and decide that we don’t want it in our lives anymore, we’re ready to repent.   

  Returning to the Lord is actually a “Re-Turning.” It’s not an emotional response. It’s an intentional act of our will to 

return to relationship and intimacy with God. It sounds like this: “Lord, I am leaving this sin once and for all. No more 

excuses, no more trying to put the blame on everyone else, I am swallowing my pride and I am coming back to where I 

left You!” 

  Do you remember the Thai soccer team that was trapped in a cave the summer of 2018 (picture). 12 boys and their 

coach enter this cave and walk and crawl their way in about two miles. It’s a cave they’ve explored before, but it’s 

monsoon season. As they explore the cave, rain is pouring down. By the time they decide to turn back and leave, the way 

they came in is filled with several feet of water. Sections are fully submerged, but it’s the only way out. It’d be great if 

they could just take a detour around the submerged areas, or if there was an alternate route that might take a little longer, 

but would get them out of the cave. But there’s only one way out. Sometimes there’s only one way to get from where 

you are to where you need to go. That’s what Hosea is saying – there’s only one way back to God. 

 

Conclusion: Like ancient Israel, What you don’t know CAN hurt you…eternally. As we tie this up, think about all of 

the information that fills our minds. Some of you know about sports. You can name every team, every player, what 

position they play, etc. You may know about the stock market, what it did last week or last year. Some know about 

colors and design. Some even know the names of the Kardashians. What so few of us know is God.  

  Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (picture) said, “Our supreme need is to know God.” The difference between knowing 

about God and knowing God is a personal relationship. Because God is a person, you can know about Him but not really 

know Him. The Bible says, “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to 

become children of God.”  

  God wants us to know Him. We accept Jesus by faith. Ephesians 2:8, “Saving is all [God’s] idea, and all His work. All 

we do is trust Him enough to let Him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish!” Accepting Jesus means that we believe 

that Jesus is the Son of God and commit our lives to Him as our Lord and Savior.  

  Maybe you’re here today and you’re seeking. The best way to know God is to begin to read His Book. Start with one of 

the Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. The Bible centers on one person, Jesus. When you read one of His 

biographies, it will open your eyes for you to truly know God.  

  Maybe though you’re a Christian and you realize that you really don’t know God that well. What should you do? The 

Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. It’s a life-long journey of one step at a time. Let me close with some basic Take 

Home Truths.  

  The place to start is reading the Bible. We get to know Jesus by studying His Word. As those living 2000 years since 

Jesus physically walked this earth, the Bible is our primary source of knowledge about God’s nature and work. In Its 

pages God reveals His love, character and attributes to us.  



  When it comes to knowing God, we need worship and prayer. The Bible tells us about God. We can actually meet Him 

when we open our hearts to His presence in prayer and worship. The more time we spend with God, talking to Him and 

listening to Him, the better that we know Him. 

  A vital source for knowing God is spending time with His family. Shared knowledge and experience benefits 

everyone. How did you learn to do laundry, or work in the garden, or drive a car? How did you learn to deal with the 

inevitable hassles and heartaches of life? Most of the things that we know, we learned from others who shared their 

knowledge with us. 

  The same principle is found in a local church. We learn more about Jesus, more about God, increase our personal 

knowledge of our Heavenly Father as we share our experiences with each other in the context of Christian community. 

It’s why Hebrews 10:25 warns, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another.” 

  There are many things that you’ll never need to know. Yet, you can’t afford to not know God personally. Your life 

depends on it. Your eternal destiny depends on it. What you don’t know CAN hurt you. It cost Israel everything. Don’t 

let it cost you. God wants you to know Him! Come to Him and let Him reveals Himself to you…please start today!   

 


