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Two Timer! Have you ever been called a Two Timer? It’s not a term of endearment. When I was at Maranatha, I had a 

roommate who’s high school girlfriend began attending the college. They’d dated for a long time, but for some reason, 

perhaps now that he was in a bigger pool with more girls around to date, he decided to break up with her. Not long after 

that, another guy became interested in her and they started dating. My roommate though began having second thoughts 

and decided that he wanted her back. And she decided to date both of them. It was the craziest thing. She’d meet one guy 

for breakfast, the other later in the evening. It went on that way for months. Finally, my friend gave up. She stayed with 

the other guy, and eventually they got married. It may be unwise, but I don’t think it’s morally wrong to date two 

people…unless you’re married…like Charles Kuralt.  

  Do you remember that name? Famed newscaster, Charles Kuralt (picture) shocked the entire country after Kuralt, who 

was a “Mr. Rogers,” type died.  

  He was the last person that you’d think was a player. Described as “rumpled, balding, and of generous dimensions,” he 

was a folksy, kind of an everyman. Between 1967 and the mid-1990s, he filmed more than 600 pieces for his On the 

Road segment. Equipped with a motor home and a small crew, Kuralt travelled through all 50 states looking for offbeat 

stories that would engage viewers. He reported from rural areas and small towns with his stories. His vignettes were 

filled with folks, not people. They wore overalls, not suits. If someone was baking a pie it wasn’t apple, it was 

huckleberry. 

  But after Kuralt died in 1997 at the age of 62, Mrs. Charles Kuralt in New York City was shocked to discover that her 

husband had another family in Montana. For 30 years, Patricia Elizabeth Shannon (picture) was his secret mistress. He 

acted as father to her children from a previous marriage paying tuition for college and law school. Kuralt spent a few 

days with her every month or so. Eventually, she settled in a home he’d built in Montana. His travelling schedule for On 

the Road  made his absences away from his wife in New York easy to explain. Then, he was making $6 million a year, 

so financing two families wasn’t a problem. His double life only came out after his death when Patricia Shannon made a 

claim to the Montana property. Litigation followed and eventually she was given both the land and house.  

  The double life of the man who cheated on his wife was so at odds with the people he paid tribute to in his On the 

Road stories. They were people of character and goodness. Charles Kuralt was a Two Timer, an adulterer. 

  We’re continuing our series on Hosea, Relentless Love. The nation of Israel was Two Timing God. In chapters 1-3, 

Hosea’s marriage to adulterous Gomer is a heartbreaking picture of the nation of Israel’s marriage to God. 

  Israel continually commits spiritual adultery. Today we’re working through Hosea 6:4-8:14. It’s some tough reading.  

  That’s because it’s Hebrew poetry. Unlike modern poetry, Hebrew poetry isn’t based on rhyme but meter. You’ll be 

relieved to know we won’t be working through these chapters line by line by line. Narratives like the Gospels have a 

story that progresses. New Testament letters like Philippians are studied line by line. Hebrew poetry though contains 

main themes that are repeated again and again, so we’re only focusing on the main themes. 

  The main theme is that God is like a betrayed husband. Israel broke His heart. Throughout Hosea we find this pattern: 

Accusation, Condemnation and Restoration. But God doesn’t want a divorce. He wants restoration. Before there can be 

restoration, there must be repentance. The cancer of adultery must first be addressed. Two main themes are in these 

chapters. In chapters 6 & 7, the main theme is a Rejected God. If you’re taking notes. 

 

God is a rejected God. Famous actress, Marilyn Monroe (picture) said,  “Sometimes I feel my whole life has been one 

big rejection.” While that wasn’t true of Marilyn Monroe, it’s certainly true of God. But this isn’t just Israel, this is us. 

As we work through Hosea, we need to look in the mirror. We’re “prone to wander.” We willfully sin and stubbornly 

put our priorities before God’s. Like Israel, we continually reject God, chasing other lovers. Human history is a long one 

of rejecting God. But God loves us and… 

  God longs for spiritual faithfulness. Verse 6, “For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God 

rather than burnt offerings.”  

  Isn’t that what every spouse longs for? And God empowers us to do this. Dietrich Bonhoeffer (picture) wrote, “Jesus 

asks nothing of us without giving us the strength to perform it. His commands never seek to destroy life, but to foster, 

strengthen and heal it.” 

  Throughout Hosea there are two repeated themes of what God longs for from Israel (and us): steadfast love and 

knowing God. Do you want someone who only says they love you or someone who truly loves you? Do you want gifts 

or your lover’s heart? Do you want someone who knows about you, or actually knows you?  

  But we’ve been contaminated by American values when it comes to truly knowing God. It’s a lie that most buy. It’s 

simply this – if you educate people, you’ll solve most social problems. Education can’t change hearts. Remember Bernie 



Madoff (picture)? He’s a college graduate, attended law school. Yet, this very educated man defrauded his clients of $65 

billion.  

  In the Church, we love Bible studies and learning. That’s knowledge. God wants our heart. He longs for us to know 

Him, not just know about Him. God desires our devotion, not our money or service. When God has our hearts, the other 

is an outcome. Yet, one can do huge acts of service or give huge bucks, but have little or no heart for God. Israel knew 

about God, but didn’t know Him, and knowing God makes all of the difference.  

  What husband wants a wife who keeps an immaculate house, makes him great meals but posts how much she detests 

him on Facebook? That’s a cold, loveless marriage. Who wants that? Why would we think God wants that?  

  Love that evaporates like a puddle on a hot summer day isn’t love. But that’s their love. Look at 6:4. “Your love is like 

a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.” How long does your love for God last? We sing about our love for 

God on Sunday, but is there evidence of our love for God on Monday? Would your spouse, your kids say that you love 

God because it’s changed your life and you’re more loving to them?  

  They broke their promises. “But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with Me” (6:7). 

Adam had a covenant with God. We’re in the mess we’re in because Adam didn’t keep his word. Adam had  one 

commitment: “To not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” That’s not real complicated, but he broke it. 

This could be translated, “they treated my covenant like dirt.”   

  That’s not the case with God. He has all the means to make good on all of His promises and God always keeps His 

promises. That’s why this was such a big deal. God keeps His promises. Israel was a promise-breaker. We break 

promises and think little of it: “I’ll call you back in an hour.” “You can call me any time” “I promise I’ll take you the 

next time.” “I’ll come to your next game/dance/concert, etc.” In a world of broken promises, God can be relied on. Can 

we? Are we people of our word?  

  They forgot but God remembers. “But they do not consider that I remember all their evil” (7:2). When we repent, God 

forgives and forgets. But God can’t forgive if we don’t want to be forgiven and reject the Savior.  

  God’s accounts are so carefully kept that as Jesus said, we’ll give account for every idle word. Each of us writes a book 

with our life. Everything we do is recorded. Imagine what it will be like when God pages through lives on Judgment 

Day. Revelation 20 tells us that’s what happens to those who reject Christ. But because judgment doesn’t fall in this life, 

unbelievers foolishly believe God isn’t paying attention. He is. No one gets away with anything.  

 

2. A perverse lifestyle accompanies unrepentant sin. Hosea 7 has several cooking metaphors to describe the 

adulterous heart of Israel. Vs. 4, “They are all adulterers; they are like a heated oven whose baker ceases to stir the fire, 

from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened.” Vss. 6-8: “For with hearts like an oven they approach their 

intrigue; all night their anger smolders; in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire. All of them are hot as an oven, and 

they devour their rulers…Ephraim mixes himself with the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned.”  

  Hebrew ovens were about three feet long, shaped like an odd shaped ball (picture). Across the top was a place for 

smoke, flames and heat to escape. 

  The fire was built early in the morning. When it was first built, it’d roar with flames and smoke shooting up. As the 

coals died down and there was an even heat on the bottom of the oven, the baker took kneaded cakes of dough and 

slapped them on the inside of the oven to bake. 

  God says that the nation of Israel is like that red-hot oven early in the morning. It can’t bake anything because the 

flames are too high; the fire is at the height of its intensity. Verse 6 has a startling picture of flames and smoke pouring 

out the top. Hosea makes two applications of this metaphor. They’re just as applicable today to our culture.  

  They have out of control sinful sensuality, “They are all adulterers.” If you keep up with religious news, you know 

the United Methodist Church is splitting into two denominations over LGBTQ issues. It’s easy for evangelicals to rail 

against LGBTQ issues. Afterall, for the most part they’re not “our” issues. Did you know that Scripture doesn’t have big 

sins or little sins? Sexual sin is sexual sin. We can be like human flame-throwers when our passions are out of control.  

  God designed us as sexual creatures. Yet, God reserved sexual intimacy for a monogamous heterosexual marriage. 

Genesis 2 tells us that Adam and Eve were naked and unashamed. As sexual sin was a problem for Israel, it’s our 

problem in the Church. And God can’t give us spiritual health if we deny that we have spiritual cancer. It’s 

uncomfortable to preach about these things in a culture that’s so completely rejected Gods standards of righteousness, 

morality and marriage. If we’re serious though about wanting to know God and have His best, we must know what He’s 

revealed about His character and holy standards. One sin is not worse than another and we are all sinners in desperate 

need of the gospel of God’s Grace. To have God’s best we must know and live out what the Bible teaches about sexual 

sin.  

  Pornography. Viewing porn is a sin and is epidemic in the Church, and it’s not just men. In the past you had to go 

some sleazy store to purchase smut. Today it’s on your phone. Parents does you child really need that phone? Do you 



have controls in place? We won’t give a child the keys to the car, but  hand them a phone. Some will struggle with sex 

addiction all of their lives.  

  Some friends of ours destroyed their marriage with porn to “add zest to their sex life.” It wasn’t enough. They got into 

swapping partners.  

  While some Christians don’t have a porn problem, they watch shows or movies, sinning with “culturally acceptable 

lust.” I don’t know how a Christ-follower can watch shows like Games of Thrones (picture) and maintain mental purity. 

Let me add, flirting if you’re married is emotional adultery.  

  Defrauding. Every married couple needs to read 1 Corinthians 7. If you’re denying sexual intimacy to your spouse or 

weaponizing sex, the Bible calls it defrauding. It’s sin. Sexual sin is a major problem in the Church because too many 

married couples don’t have a handle on healthy sexual intimacy.  

  God’s will and best are marriage. Please understand that the Bible is clear that any sexual relationship outside of 

marriage is sin. Hebrews 13:4 “ Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God 

will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” It’s easy to rationalize, “we’re engaged” or “we’re going to get married 

some day.” Or, even “we’ve been together so long it’s like we’re married.” Scripture says it’s sin and that God will 

judge! Unmarried couples even rationalize, “we’re not having sex, it’s oral sex.” It’s a violation of God’s standards in 

Scripture.  

  The greatest increase of cohabiting couples are senior citizens, up 75% in the last decade. Why? Getting married will 

mess up their Social Security. Money is their idol and supplants a biblical morality.  

  We must stop rationalizing and justifying sin. Marriage is a covenant made before God. 1 Peter 2:11 warns, “Beloved, I 

urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.” Too 

many lack God’s heart and miss out on His best by rationalizing sexual sin. It’s “warring against your own soul.”  

  They have out of control anger. Verse 7, “All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour their rulers.” Royal blood 

flowed after the rule of Jeroboam the II. King after king was toppled. Within a period of 20 years, there were six 

different kings on Israel’s throne. The crown passed from one to the next as king after king was murdered by his 

successor who, in turn, was murdered by his successor. Rulers like Zechariah and Shallum didn’t rule very long. 

Zechariah lasted 6 months and Shallum lasted just 1 month. 

  Political rage isn’t new. Too many Christians put their politics before God and their spiritual family. A recent study 

revealed that most Christians feel that they have more in common with those who agree with them politically than they 

do fellowbelievers. As far as a sense of commonality, political affiliation was 6 or 7 priorities above church 

relationships. That’s tragic! 

  Christians are being manipulated and distracted from both sides of the aisle. We’re sinning if we let politics become a 

barrier to our mission of sharing the gospel. DC doesn’t have the answer. Our hope is in King Jesus who died for 

Democrats, Republicans, Socialists, Libertarians, etc. And He’s coming back! In a hundred years will it matter who wins 

the next election or all the things so many are enraged about today? In a hundred years it will matter if we lived to please 

Jesus and shared the gospel with those around us.  

  What’s the outcome of out of control immorality and anger? Verse 8 – they’re half-baked. “Ephraim is a cake not 

turned.” It’s not a compliment. If you were at Town Fryer for breakfast, you’d send it back. Who wants a pancake brown 

on one side, doughy on the other. It’s junk. They’re out of balance. When sin is out of control in our lives, our lives are 

out of whack.  

  They lost their sense of reality. One of the most difficult conversations that you’ll ever have with an aging parent is 

that they shouldn’t drive anymore. Many seniors have to have an “incident” before they stop driving.  

  Evelyn Ethridge is an elderly friend from Atlanta and didn’t want to stop driving. She was driving one day, got 

confused and was lost. So, she turned around in a parking lot – a car dealership parking lot, a Lamborghini Dealership 

(picture). She backed up her Buick and backed right into a Lamborghini, breaking the headlight. Did you know a  

Lamborghini headlight costs around $10,000? (And that was a few years ago).  

  Israel lost their sense of reality. Verse 9, “Strangers devour his strength, and he knows it not; gray hairs are sprinkled 

upon him, and he knows it not.” Someone without God or away from the Lord, “knows it not.”  

  Hosea compares them to an elderly man who’s failed to notice the gradual effects of aging (loss of physical strength, 

graying of hair). Death is much closer than he expects. Israel was the verge of losing it all, being taken captivity by 

Assyria…and they don’t have a clue.  

  Remember Samson after Delilah gave him a haircut. He woke up and said, “I will rise up as I did before.” He was out 

of touch with reality. He didn’t know that the Spirit of God had left him. It’s tragic when people are still going through 

the motions, but God has left. And they’re not even aware that God is gone because the motions are still there.  

  It’s easy to go through the motions, still doing the religious thing, but what’s in your heart? They knew not that their 

strength were gone. Do we? 



  Then, they’re compared to a silly bird. “Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going 

to Assyria.” Calling someone a “birdbrain” isn’t a compliment. Israel is pictured as a fluttering, simple-minded bird; 

inconsistent in its ways, flitting from place to place.   

  Have you ever tried to shoo a bird out of your house? That’s the picture. What’s lacking isn’t intelligence or common 

sense. It’s spiritual discernment; the ability to make spiritual decisions on how to live. 

  It’s not difficult to see the relevance. Sinful desires so control many that they flit from one thing to another, one job to 

another, one relationship to another, one hobby to another. Like a dumb bird, never coming to a place of rest because 

they seek rest in the wrong places. As Augustine (picture) famously prayed, “Our hearts are restless until they find their 

rest in You.”  

  There are lots of churches like this. There are lots of Christians like this. Because the wheels haven’t fallen off, they 

think they’re okay. They rationalize, diminish their sin and don’t realize the high cost.  

  Is that you? Do you know that you’re away from the Lord, but the longterm affects haven’t hit yet? Are you like a silly 

dove and are oblivious because you’re out of touch with God’s reality. Tony Evans (picture) wisely said, “If God is 

your problem, only God is your solution.”  

 

3. Sin always has consequences. National Geographic reported that a 13-foot Burmese python (picture) swallowed a 6-

foot alligator in Florida. The consequences were lethal, as the gator literally split the snake open from the inside out. 

That’s what sin does to us. We think we have something great, until it destroys us from the inside out. The theme in 

chapters 6 and 7 is a Rejected God. In chapter 8 the theme is Sin always has consequences.  

  They will be defeated. “Set the trumpet to your lips! One like a vulture is over the house of the Lord, because they have 

transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law” (vs. 1). God will let them be swooped down on and be 

destroyed. They’ve broken their covenant with God and it will cost them.  

  This begins with a command to sound the trumpet, to alert the people to danger. An enemy is about to swoop down on 

Israel like a vulture. History records this happening. First Assyria and then Babylon swooped in on Israel like vultures. 

Vultures have a fondness for carrion. These world empires  circled as Israel was dying. Hosea emphasizes the spiritual 

decay. The corruption of sin permeated the nation while they’re thriving economically.  

  They will face ruin. “For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. The standing grain has no heads; it 

shall yield no flour; if it were to yield, strangers would devour it” (vs. 7). Few things are more destructive than a 

tornado. They can swirl up to 500 mph, destroying everything in their path. Tornades leave little time to prepare and few 

places to hide.  

  Sowing and reaping is a well-known principle. You always reap more than you sow! If you plant zucchini, you don’t 

reap one zucchini, you reap tons of zucchinis. Not only do you reap more than you sow, you reap more of the same of 

what you sow. If you plant a zucchini, you don’t get tomatoes. That’s how sowing and reaping works. What you put in is 

what you’re going to get out again…only more so!  

  Hosea didn’t say, “sow the wind and reap a breeze.” “Sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.” What’s true physically is 

true spiritually. Everything has consequences. Sin has consequences. The good things we do have consequences. As the 

whirlwind is much greater than the wind, consequences of our actions will be greater than the deed itself. Many things 

that begin small lead to greater things. Great oaks grow from tiny acorns. Hosea warns of reaping a whirlwind. Sin 

always results in more than we bargained for.  

  Many, when their life collapses around them, blame God. The reality is that they’re reaping the harvest they’ve sown. 

We reap a bad harvest when our life isn’t where it should be, or what it should be, or what it could be. We choose what 

we sow and will ultimately reap what we sow.  

  They will disappear. “Israel is swallowed up; already they are among the nations as a useless vessel. For they have 

gone up to Assyria, a wild donkey wandering alone” (8:8-9). Israel reaches out for military aid to Egypt and Assyria. In 

722 BC, Assyria, the nation that was to help them, swallowed them up in captivity. Later it happens to the Southern 

Kingdom as Babylon takes them into captivity. Seventy years later Judah, the Southern Kingdom returned to the land. 

The northern tribes are permanently lost. They’ve been swallowed up in the world and disappear. Instead of running to 

God in a crisis, they ran to Egypt and Assyria, and it cost them everything.  

  Who are you relying on? When you face a crisis…and you will, who will you run to? As kids, we ran to our parents’ 

room to escape monsters under the bed. But what becomes our safe place as we get older? Where do you turn when 

you’re scared, get bad news, or when your world falls apart?  

  Some run to a friend or some special place. Some hide, getting lost in entertainment or work. Others numb their pain by 

running to alcohol or other substances. Like Assyria, they’ll swallow you up in the end. It’s only by surrendering to God 

that we’re truly rescued and aren’t swallowed up.  



  Part of our solution is rememberng what was part of the DNA of the early church. We must learn to pray. There is no 

better measure of an individual’s or a church’s reliance on God than their commitment to prayer.  

  When we spend more time worrying about who will be in the White House next, rather than praying about who will be 

in the White House – it shows where our faith is. Like Israel, we’re often depending on government to save us when we 

need to turn to the One who truly can save us and our country. His Name is Almighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ. When 

will we begin to pray like we believe that God can truly rescue us and intervene?  

 

Conclusion: In this world Charles Kuralt got away with it. But there is a God in heaven and there will be a final 

accounting, unless your debt has already been paid. At the cross Jesus paid it all.  

  Hosea 6:6, “For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” God 

doesn’t want what you can do for Him or give to Him. He wants your heart. That’s what He wanted from Israel. It’s what 

He desires from the Church today and from each believer.  What Jesus wants is not rituals or rule-keeping. He wants a 

relationship, a love relationship.  

  Christianity isn’t about going to church, putting money in the offering. It’s not about obeying the Ten Commandments. 

You can do all of those things and miss the one thing that Jesus says is primary: loving God with all your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength. Do you love Jesus? Do you have a relationship with Him? Or, are you just going through the 

motions” 

  One of my favorite musicals is Fiddler on the Roof. I want to end with a powerful clip from it that brings this all home. 

(Play clip…Do you love me?) 

  Tevye asks his wife, Golde, if she loves him. She responds with a long list of all the things that she’s done for him over 

the years. But that’s not what he wants. Tevye isn’t satisfied. Does she love him? That’s what God wants – He wants our 

love. So my question we end today is: “Do you love God?”  

  Because He loves you and what God wants from you is your heart. He loves you and He longs for you to love Him 

back. “Do you love God?” 


