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Do you enjoy looking at optical illusions? In 1880 one of the most famous optical illusions appeared on a German 

postcard. You’ve probably seen it. This is the original (picture). In 1915 it was updated (picture) and published by 

British cartoonist, William Ely Hill, who bravely (or foolishly) titled it, “My Wife and My Mother-in-Law.”  

  When you look at the image, you either see a beautiful woman or the face of an old hag. It’s nearly impossible to see 

both at the same time. Many who take a close look at it report spotting either the younger woman or the older woman 

first, but struggling to see the second woman afterward. It’s Seeing but not Seeing. So, which one did you see first? 

Raise your hand if you saw the old woman first. Raise your hand if you saw the young woman first. 

  Research reveals that whichever one you see first, seems to have something to do with your age. Australian researchers 

asked participants aged 18 to 68 to tell them who they saw first. The younger set of people tended to see the young 

woman first, while the older set of participants tended to see the older woman first. It’s not super shocking that most see 

an image that they relate to more — even if the only similarity was being closer in age of the fictional person. Maybe if 

you saw an image much younger than your actual age, it’s just a sign that you’re super young at heart!  

  One image but two portraits. One ugly; one beautiful. That principle holds true spiritually. It’s not from your mind or 

age, it’s because of your heart.  

  If you’re just joining us, we’re on the back half of Hosea—an Old Testament book containing a collection of prophecies 

by a Jewish prophet named Hosea. God called Hosea to prophecy to the ten northern tribes of Israel concerning their 

ugly behavior toward God. The main message is the jealous love of God for His adulterous people, the nation of Israel. 

It’s an ugly picture. Today we’re working through chapters 9-11. Each chapter has a dominant ugly picture. Yet, each 

has a corresponding beautiful picture in the New Testament of the Lord Jesus. Jesus is everything that Israel wasn’t.  

  In chapter 9 Israel is pictured as sterile and dying. As we look at that image through the lens of the New Testament, we 

find a beautiful portrait of Jesus Christ who is described as “the life” and our source of “abundant life.” In chapter 10 

Israel is pictured as a ruined vine. As we look at that image through the lens of the New Testament, we see a beautiful 

portrait of Jesus as the “true vine.” In 11 Israel is painted as a rebellious son. As we look at that image through the lens 

of the New Testament, we see a beautiful portrait of Jesus as the “true Son.” Three chapters with three ugly portraits of 

Old Testament Israel within which we see three beautiful New Testament portraits of the Lord Jesus. That’s where we’re 

headed this morning.  

  Over the course of the last few weeks as we’ve worked our way through Hosea, we’ve seen that the nation of Israel is a 

picture of fallen humanity. Israel is a picture of us. We’re all fallen, all sinners. Israel turned her back on God and got 

into bed with false gods. But as fallen people, we are guilty of the same thing. It’s not just them, it’s us, too.  

  We’ve seen too that there’s hope. While God hates sin and is angry at sin, He loves us. He longs for us to repent so He 

can forgive and restore us.  

  These ugly images turn our focus toward God’s redemptive plan culminated in the New Testament at the cross. While 

God hates sin, He loves sinners. He loves us and wants to fix it. Let’s look at these chapters together.  

 

Ugly picture #1: Sin gives birth to sterility and death. In 9:1-2 this is seen. It’s obvious – sin is fun! It’s a blast, 

“Rejoice not, O Israel! Exult not like the peoples…Threshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them, and the new wine 

shall fail them.” Exult could be translated jubilant. Their sin has resulted in a “joyful frenzy.” They’re urged to get off 

the dance floor. They’re violating God’s commands, yet they’re having a huge party.  

  Did you grow up with “sex, drugs and rock and roll”? The Bible doesn’t attempt to convince us that sin is b-o-r-i-n-g. 

Moses chose to follow God rather “than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:25).  

  But how are Christians caricatured? Think Church Lady (picture).  

  They didn’t embrace idolatry and abandon God. It was worse. They’d synthesized their worship. Vs. 5, “What will you 

do on the day of the appointed festival, and on the day of the feast of the Lord?” They kept feasts commanded by God 

under the Covenant, but added Baal worship to them.  

  Most Christians aren’t drunks or sleeping around. Where I struggle isn’t with externalism. It’s in my spirit. Our hearts, 

our values are synthesized.  

  As Christians, we’re to be different. But we’re not. What are common heart sins of unbelievers? Selfishness, fear, 

worry, pride, jealousy, gossip, bitterness, anger, impatience and complaining. We commit the same sins. The sins of the 

Pharisees who were anti-Jesus and hated Him, were those very heart sins. Sin is first a heart disease.   

  The outcome of sin is sterility and death. Vss. 11, 12 & 14: “Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird—no birth, no 

pregnancy, no conception! Even if they bring up children, I will bereave them till none is left…Give them a miscarrying 

womb and dry breasts.” Sin always costs. If one doesn’t repent and turn to Christ, the end result is eternal death.  



  The book of Proverbs continually turns the focus from the immediate to “the end zone” (Proverbs 14:12). Most don’t 

consider the high price, “the end zone” of sin. That sad reality is evidenced by one of Hollywood’s most famous, yet 

aging leading men. In his eighties, Jack Nicholson (picture) is a very lonely man. He once said that he used to feel 

irresistible to women.  

  Today he admits that he fears dying alone because he can no longer captivate the ladies like he did in his younger years. 

In comments published in an entertainment magazine, Nicholson said that he’d love “one last romance” but said he was 

“not very realistic” about that happening. He’s very afraid of dying alone, but probably will. His life consists of usually 

sleeping until 1 pm, drinking milk to soothe his stomach, playing golf and then going next door to the property that 

contains his art collection – alone. That’s sterility and death, the end of a life away from God.  

  The beauty of Jesus giving life and fulfillment. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6) and in 

John 10:10, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” This temporal world must not be our focus or 

encompass the entirety of who we are. It’s a small drop in the ocean of eternity. Jesus says what we must be concerned 

with is not this life, but eternal life. There’s another life after this life. We’re wise if we live now for that which has 

eternal significance. It’s what God wants for each of us.  

  Jesus quantifies this life He offers, “and have it abundantly.” That word abundantly may be translated "fullness" or 

"overflowing." What’s Jesus saying? To “have it abundantly” means to have a superabundance. To be a Christ-follower 

means that we can have a superabundance of life. It means having a new vitality, a new meaning, a new energy, a new 

purpose, a new significance, a new outlook, a new hope, a new joy and a new life. 

  This is a bit hard to explain, but consider this scenario for a clarification. You’ve reserved a Ford Fiesta to rent for a 

vacation. A Ford Fiesta gets good gas mileage and will get you where you need to go. But just suppose that when you go 

to the car rental and ask for your Ford Fiesta, the attendant tells you that all the Ford Fiestas are in service. "Would you 

mind an upgrade?"  

  "Would you mind an upgrade?" you say to yourself. "Come on, get serious," you think. You’d love an upgrade. The 

clerk says, “It looks like the only car we have available is a Lexus CT 200. Would that be all right?” 

  Of course that will be all right. So you hop into your Lexus and drive off in style. Does this car get you to your 

destination any faster? NO. But you get there in greater comfort and in luxury. You feel better about yourself. You don't 

mind a few stares and looks from people you pass. When you get to your hotel, you're treated with a little more respect 

than you’ve been before when you pulled up in a Ford Fiesta.  

  Rick Ezell (picture) pastors in South Carolina and shares this story. “When Cindy, my wife, and I went on our 

honeymoon, we arrived at the airport late. We were allowed to board but we were not given seats next to each other. In 

fact, she was one row behind me. When the steward came by for drink orders, Cindy must have had a look on her face 

that caused the steward to ask, "Are you on your honeymoon?" "Yes," Cindy replied. "Where is your husband?" he 

asked. Cindy pointed to me in the row in front of her.  

  The steward left, but in a few minutes he returned. He requested that Cindy and I retrieve our things and follow him. 

We did. He led us to the 1st class section. When we got to that part of the plane, he announced, ‘On behalf of American 

Airlines we have upgraded your seats and we wish you a happy honeymoon.’ Between our seats was a bottle of chilled 

champagne. The rich leather seats were wide and comfortable. We had an endless supply of food and drinks. Did we get 

to our destination any sooner? NO. But we did get there in greater style and comfort. Our seats had been upgraded.” 

  What was God up to when He sent Jesus to this earth? Upgrading life! Through Jesus God the Father was offering to us 

life, not just good life, but better, fuller, super abundant life! Sterility and death, or life and super-abundance. I’ll take 

super-abundance!  

   

Ugly picture #2: Prosperity gives way to idolatry. Many books have been written to help Christians cope with 

adversity. That’s understandable. Suffering is part of a fallen world. It can cause us to question the love and power of 

God. A common question is: How can a God of love allow suffering? Yet, while adversity derails some, what derails 

many, many more is prosperity. Yet, how many books have you seen on how to handle prosperity? If anything, there are 

books and sermons about how to be prosperous. Prosperity is a much greater threat to our faith than adversity. 

  Moses warned Israel before they entered the Promised Land of this grave danger in Deuteronomy 8: “Take care lest 

you forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and His rules and His statutes, which I command you 

today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, and when your herds and 

flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and 

you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt…Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power 

and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth’.”  

  That’s Hosea 10:1, “Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit increased, the more altars he built; 

as his country improved, he improved his pillars.” Throughout the Old Testament a vine is a metaphor for Israel. 



Unfortunately, it’s a decaying vine. This is the only time in the Bible “luxuriant” is translated this way. It’d be better 

translated “empty” or as a “destructive vine.” It’s not a healthy picture. It’s a vine out of control.  

  If you’ve been south, you’ve seen kudzu (pictures). It’s everywhere. It was introduced in the States by the Japanese at 

the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. Someone in the 1930s thought kudzu would be a great way to stop soil 

erosion. It didn’t just stop erosion, it took over. Climbing over trees or shrubs, growing so rapidly that it kills all other 

greenery.    

  Hosea’s ministry began during a period of economic expansion known as Israel’s “second golden age.” Unemployment 

was zero. They had luxious homes and purchased vacation homes. But rather than remembering that God brought them 

out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, they erroneosly attributed their success to false gods like Baal. The ugly 

picture is that the more there was fruit, the more altars that they built to idols.  

  The New Testament often warns of the danger of prosperity. In  Luke 8:14 Jesus said, “they are those who hear, but as 

they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.” Luke 

16:13, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

  An accepted lie in much of contemporary Christianity is that prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing. If that’s true, Jeff 

Bezos (picture) is a saint, and so is Kylie Jenner (picture)…she’s a billionnaire.   

  There’s nothing wrong with being prosperous. The problem arises when our prosperity becomes idolatry. All of us, no 

matter where you are at economically, fight this in our affluent American culture. Our cars, our homes, our toys, our 

businesses, our entertainment, our pleasures – you name it, they easily become idols taking our focus away from God 

and taking His place in our hearts. “An idol is anything or anyone that begins to capture our hearts, minds, and 

affections more than God.” (slide) 

  We must realize that if it were not for the work of God in our lives, we wouldn’t have anything. How many good things 

come our way that we didn’t work for or earn or achieve, but were just put into our laps through the homes we grew up 

in and the culture we live in? These blessings come through the things God has done in the past and is doing in the 

present for us.  

  Prosperity is wonderful as long as we remember that all we have is from God. The only way to survive prosperity is to 

see it all as a gift from God’s hand and then use it generously to honor and serve Him.  

  The beauty of Jesus as the True Vine. Jesus said in John 15, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser…Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.” When Jesus says that He is the true vine, He means that unlike 

faithless Israel, He’s the ideal realization of all God intended for His people. He brought forth the fruit Israel failed to 

produce.  

  Jesus adds, “My Father is the vinedresser.” God the Father owns the vineyard and cares for the vines. As owner, He 

expects fruit from His vineyard and does what is necessary for it to bear fruit. To bear fruit is to see God produce 

Christlikeness in you. Like Israel, God’s intent for us is to be plugged into His Son so that we are be able to bear fruit. 

Being fruitful entails many things. Boiled down, it simply means that you and I are to be like Jesus. Are you fruitful? Do 

people see Jesus when they see you?  

 

Ugly picture #3: The Father’s love resulted in a rebellious son. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of 

Egypt I called my son. The more they were called, the more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and 

burning offerings to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took them up by their arms, but they did not know 

that I healed them” (11:1-3). From Israel’s early history God’s relationship had been like that of a father to a child. 

When Moses was sent to Pharaoh, God told Moses to “say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my firstborn son” 

(Ex. 4:22).   

  The picture in Hosea is of tender care. God picked them up and patched them up when they fell. He rescued them from 

the brutality of Egypt. Verse 4, “I bent down to them and fed them” refers to His providing manna in the wilderness. 

God loved them and took care of their every need. They had it all, but like a rebellious child, they blew it off.  

  Israel was a Prodigal Son. The more God called to them, the more He tried to bring them back to Himself, the further 

they ran away from Him.  

  Some of you have walked this path with a wayward child. You did everything you knew how to do, but still they 

rebelled. God is the perfect Father. He gave Israel everything that they needed. Finally, God has to do tough love.  

  Let me stop here for a moment. Too many parents have a boatload of guilt because their children are rebels. Please hear 

me. Every parent blows it. We do the best we can with the skills that we have, but none of us are perfect. When a child 



becomes an adult, their choices are their choices. You’re no longer responsible. So, if you blew it, confess it to God and 

to them, and then get off the guilt train. If you’re enabling wrong behavior, stop!  

  And if you’ve been blaming your parents because you’re a mess and you’ve made bad choices, knock it off! Even a 

court of law holds you accountable. The Judge isn’t going to say, “It’s obvious you had a tough life, so no jail time for 

you.” It’s time to grow up and take personal responsibility.  

  Yet, in spite of their rebellion and ingratitude, God still loves them. Richard Halverson (picture), one time chaplain of 

the U.S. Senate once wrote: “There is nothing that you can do to make God love you more, nor is there anything that you 

can do to make God love you less! His love is Unconditional, Impartial, Everlasting, Infinite, and Perfect.”  

  In these 11 verses God speaks. He starts out by recalling the past. It’s like a storybook opening. It’s as though God says, 

“Once upon a time I found a helpless child, and I loved him. I took him in and brought him home, out from the clutches 

of an enemy.” God wants them to know that their relationship is like a father to a child. One of the defining acts of this 

Father’s love is rescuing them from Egypt. It’s this act that defines His people and grounds His love. The next two times 

God speaks in Hosea, He begins by referring to Himself as the God who delivered them from Egypt (12:9; 13:4).  

  God the Father wants us to know that first, His love is grounded in history. The exodus is an act of love. His love is not 

sentimentality. God is known by the very fact that He works in history as a Savior and provider.  

  Secondly, by recalling the exodus, God is recalling the Covenant that went with it. The covenant serves as the 

indictment against them. In Deuteronomy 29, Moses outlined what happens if they break the covenant. If they forget it 

and fail to teach their children to remember it, if they abandon the covenant, it’s going to get ugly. Moses writes, “it will 

be like Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in fierce anger.” 

  This all illustrates the great depth of God’s love toward His people. Yet, even from the beginning of their relationship 

we see that sometimes wayward children are just wayward. You can do everything right and it still all go very wrong. 

That’s what God experienced with Israel. God the Father knows the pain of a rebellious child more than we can even 

begin to imagine.  

  But God’s love is a fatherly love. While our culture is obsessed with love, we’ve got God’s love all wrong if we think 

of some benevolent old man that just wants us to be happy. God’s love is not a vending machine we access whenever 

we’re down and need something. It’s a fatherly, mature love.  

  Mature love isn’t looking for immediate happiness, but understands the practice of deferred gratification. A mature love 

keeps the long view in mind. It’s an edifying love that doesn’t close its eyes to sin, allowing people to be happy in their 

own way. Yet, it’s also not overbearing, like a heavy yoke bending people to your will.  

  The love of God is gentle and kind. Like Israel, we’re the objects of His love. But because God loves us so much He’s 

not content to leave us where we are, or where we want to go ourselves. He works in our lives to build us up into 

something more like Him. That’s God’s fatherly love.  

  What does this mean for us? First, ask yourself, “Where have I seen the work of God’s love in my life?” Secondly, ask, 

“Do I reflect the love of the Father? Do I keep the long view in mind, or like a child do I let my immediate needs drive 

me? Am I overbearing or indulgent.” One of the greatest things that we can do is reflect the true love of God.  

  Though Israel is a rebellious son, God still loves them. They deserve punishment. They’ve really blown it and blown 

God off. But that’s not how God responds. Verses 8-11: “How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, 

O Israel?…My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not execute my burning anger; I 

will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. 

They shall go after the Lord; He will roar like a lion; when He roars, His children shall come trembling from the west; 

they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria, and I will return them to their 

homes, declares the Lord.”  

  This is one of the most amazing passages of grace that you will ever see. How can God be just and yet be loving? God 

will not execute His righteous wrath against His people though they deserve it and He’d be just in doing so.  

  Instead God will redeem and restore His people. But how can God be just and be loving? That’s where we see The 

beauty of Jesus as the True Son.  

  A few weeks ago we looked at Jesus in Hosea and studied Matthew 2:15 when Mary and Joseph returned to Israel after 

fleeing from Herod into Egypt: “This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my 

Son’.” In Hosea it refers to Israel, but is now used to refer to Jesus. Why? Because Jesus was going to be what Israel 

failed to be.  

  Israel was a rebellious son but Jesus is the True Son. Israel failed as a son. Jesus pleased His Father in every way and 

fulfilled His Father’s will, even by being obedient and going to the cross.  

  And here’s the shocking thing. On the cross Jesus was treated like the rebellious Son. Though He never sinned or 

wronged His Father, Jesus faced all of His Father’s wrath and judgement in our place, so that we could be forgiven and 

restored, and have a relationship with God.  



  The unresolved question at the end of chapter 11 is: How can God judge sin and yet at the same time show mercy to 

sinners? It was all resolved at the cross. It was at the cross that God’s judgment and mercy met in a Person, in Jesus. It 

was at the cross that rebellious children like us can be welcomed Home by the Father.  

  Three ugly pictures of Israel and of us, sterility and death; idolatry, and a rebellious son. Yet, as we look at them 

through the lens of the New Testament, we see the beautiful pictures of Jesus as the Life, the True Vine and the 

Obedient Son in whom we can be accepted by the Father. God loves Israel and won’t give up on Israel, and He love us 

and won’t give up on us.   

 

Conclusion: So, what do you see? How’s your vision? It’s estimated that every 20 minutes, someone in this country 

loses his or her eyesight, going blind completely. 50,000 Americans go blind each year. For most the thought of going 

blind is terrifying. One survey found that most people would rather lose any other sense or ability physically, than to lose 

their ability to see.  

  What do you see? The ugliness of sin or the beauty of Jesus? Suppose after almost a lifetime of low vision and dull 

perception, we were given the gift of His vision. Wouldn’t it be something like what happens when a person who is 

nearly blind, has their sight restored? This has happened to people with only 10% vision or less through low-vision 

rehabilitation clinics. 

  A 35 year-old insurance salesman came to the Vision Rehabilitation Clinic in Providence, Rhode Island. He’d had only 

1% vision since age ten and gone through life in a gray shadow. When a pair of magnifier glasses was slipped into place, 

his jaw dropped in amazement. Then he exploded, “Oh praise God, look at what I can see!” A few minutes later he 

phoned his wife and said, “Honey, I'm coming home to see what you really look like!" 

  What do you see? Have you been Seeing but not Seeing? The nation of Israel had blurred vision. They didn’t see the 

ugliness of sin or the beauty of God’s love. Have you seen the beauty of God’s love that He gave His True Son to die for 

your sins and give you life and real sight? Have you accepted what Jesus did for you on the cross and committed your 

life to Him as your Lord and Savior? What do you see? Do you truly see?  


