
Return to Me                                                                                    Hosea 14:1-9 

Hosea: Relentless Love                                                                           Sermon 10 

 

Please don’t pull my “Man-card.” While I’m not into chick-flicks, I’m a sucker for a good romance with a great story 

like While you were sleeping (picture) or You’ve got mail (picture).  

  One I really enjoyed was Return to me (picture). If you’ve never seen it, pop some popcorn and watch it this week. Just 

have tissues handy.  

  Let me give you the short take. Bob and Elizabeth Rueland are from Chicago. Bob is an architect, Elizabeth is a 

zoologist at the Lincoln Park Zoo. On the night of her fundraiser for a new primate house, Bob promises Elizabeth he'll 

finish the building, but then Elizabeth is killed in a car accident. Her heart is transplanted to artist Grace Briggs, who’s 

suffered from heart disease most of her life and is near death. 

  For the first time Grace is able to live a normal life. She writes a letter to the heart donor’s family after her surgery, 

thanking them for the heart she received. It takes her over a year to finally get the courage to mail the letter.  

  Though Bob works to build the primate house Elizabeth raised money for; he’s still depressed a year after her death. 

One of his friends arranges a blind date for him at an Irish-Italian restaurant. The date goes horribly, but Bob finds that 

he’s interested in the waitress — Grace.  

  Remember that Grace is the recipient of Bob’s wife’s heart but they’re both unaware of the connection they have 

through Elizabeth's heart. Bob and Grace begin to date. As they fall in love, Grace is reluctant to tell Bob about her 

medical history. Finally, Grace decides to tell Bob about her transplant. But before she gets the chance, she finds her 

letter in his house that she’d sent to the donor’s family several months earlier. Horrified by the discovery, Grace finally 

works up the courage and tells Bob the truth. Stunned and not knowing what to say, he leaves. Grace runs away alone to 

Italy to paint. Back in Chicago, Bob realizes that though he’ll always miss his wife, he’s fallen in love with Grace and 

goes after her. The two reunite in Italy. As the film ends we see them dancing at their wedding reception.  

  The book of Hosea is a Return to Me story. For 14 chapters God has begged His people, His unfaithful wife – the 

nation of Israel to return to Him. Please turn to Hosea 14 (p. 759). Return to Me is the repeated theme throughout this 

book. Fifteen times in these fourteen chapters Hosea uses the word “return.” In the Hebrew text five of those are in 

chapter 14 that we’re studying today (vss. 1, 2, two in verse 4 and one in verse 7).  

  God wants to give Israel and us a new heart. It’s not a transplant; it’s a transformation. It’s not an adjustment. It’s a U-

turn. Often I find that when I’m driving in an unfamiliar area, I’ll miss a turn on my GPS and have to do a U-turn. We’ve 

all heard the term “turn for the worse.” Hosea 14 is a “turn for the better.” Like Israel, we’re all going the wrong way. 

Unless we Return to God, we’re headed down a dead end. We must choose to make a U-turn to Return to God to have 

purpose, restoration and forgiveness.  

  Maybe that’s you. You know you’re headed down the wrong road, away from God. Maybe you’ve lost your intimacy 

with God and your spiritual life is so dry. Maybe you’ve never known God? At best He’s been an idea but it’s never been 

personal. You’ve never known Him as Father and maybe you think that it’s too late. It’s not. Hosea shows us the way 

home to God. Hosea 14 reminds us it’s never too late to Return to God. If you’re taking notes… 

 

To return to God, we must repent of our sin, vss. 1-2. Dr. Robert Weiss (picture) writes in Marriage vs. Long-Term 

Affair: What If You Love Them Both? “You’ve been caught in a long-term affair, and your spouse has given you an 

ultimatum: ‘It’s him/her or me, so make up your mind.’ What now? Do you stay in the marriage? Do you run off with 

your affair partner? Or do you try to somehow keep both relationships intact? 

  When faced with such an ultimatum, most cheaters [one]…realize how much they value their spouse, and it is clear that 

the affair must end for the sake of the marriage and all that goes with it. [Or two] They realize they care deeply for both 

their spouse and their affair partner, and they experience feelings of ambiguity and indecision as a result.” 

  Everyone knows that a marriage will never make it if you don’t choose one. That’s repentance. There’s a myth many 

professing Christians hold – that you can be a Christian without repentance. You can’t! It’s like being married and 

having a lover on the side. It’s why the nation of Israel was continually chastened by God. It’s what Hosea is about. 

When it comes to a relationship with God, you can’t have your cake and eat it too. You must choose.  

  Repentance begins with calling sin sin. And back to our adultery analogy. It’s not an affair, or a fling or hanky-panky. 

It’s unfaithfulness. It’s adultery.  

  Repentance is essential to salvation. One can’t truly believe unless he repents, and one cannot truly repent unless he 

believes. Repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin.  

  Acts 11:18, “God has granted repentance that leads to life.” No repentance, no spiritual life. A person who repents 

doesn’t continue willfully in sin. Repentance is turning from sin and living a life of changed behavior.  

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/marriage


  Jesus began his public ministry with a call to “Repent.” Paul preached “turn to God in repentance and have faith in our 

Lord Jesus.” True repentance results in a person saying, "I have sinned" and proving it with a total change of their 

direction. It requires true brokenness and leads us to cultivate godliness while eradicating habits that lead into sin. 

  That’s what’s taking place in Hosea 14. Please note – they didn’t have to “do” anything, but they had to have a change 

of heart. That’s David’s prayer in Psalm 51, “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be 

pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 

despise.” It’s a change of the heart’s relationship with God, not doing something. Repentance is an act of the heart and 

voice.  

  Sadly, repentance is the opposite of what’s taught in many churches. Cultural pluralism holds that you can do your own 

thing and still be okay with God. And it’s bigotry and intolerant to call something a sin or someone a sinner. If you do 

things wrong, you’re a victim, not a sinner. It was your parents’ fault or your environment, or the school or even your 

emotions.   

  The Bible teaches that repentance means taking personal responsibility for your own sinful acts and choices. God 

couldn’t forgive Israel until they confessed their sin and repented. The same is true for us.  

  The perceived worst thing that can happen in today’s world is to make someone feel bad about themselves. It’s 

impossible to feel good or clean if you live in sin, fail to repent and don’t experience God’s forgiveness. All the drugs or 

counselors in the world can’t free you from a guilty conscience.  

  Do you want to be free? Come to Jesus. Repent of your sin. Ask Him to forgive you. Jesus said in John 8:36, “So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” Repentance isn’t just a negative of “turning from.” That’s the beginning. It’s 

a turning to the God who loves you and longs to forgive you! God can forgive us because our sin debt has been paid by 

Jesus on the cross.  

 

2. To return to God, we must leave everything else. Remember the parable of the Prodigal Son that Jesus told? It ends 

with the prodigal leaving sin to return home. A man had two sons, the second of whom was a rebel who abandoned God 

and his father. He went away to a far place to sin, but soon found himself starving and in abject poverty. Luke 15:17 

says, “When he came to his senses…he got up and went to his father.” Did the prodigal take just a few steps towards 

home and stop, thinking it showed satisfactory repentance? No, he went all the way back until he was home. He left it 

all.  

  In verse 21 he said to his father, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.” He made a total, authentic confession and abandoned his sin to return all the way to God. 

  Someone pointed out that if you look on the road behind Jesus and His disciples you will find all kinds of things that 

were left behind: There were fishing nets left behind. There was a boat left behind. There were family members left 

behind. There was a business left behind. There was money left behind. There were sins left behind. There were sinful 

partners and relationships who had to be left behind. There was ego and selfishness and self-centeredness left  behind. 

There were careers left behind.  

  Following Jesus means leaving things behind. A good question to ask yourself is: What have I left behind for Jesus?  

  Repentance is not only being sorry for sin. It’s also turning from sin. You can’t have both the experience of forgiveness 

and the ongoing pleasure of sin. You must renounce sin and trust in other gods. It involves (positively) choosing to rely 

on God and Him alone to provide for your needs.  

  For Israel, it meant renouncing three things: trust in politics, military might, and idolatry. “Assyria shall not save us; we 

will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands” (vs. 3).  

  We must trust in God not government. We are not far from the sin of the nation of Israel in the Church today. They 

were trusting their alliance with Assyria to protect them. They were trusting in the military might of that day, “horses” to 

protect them. But who ultimately destroyed them and took them into captivity? Assyria.  

  We’re wrong, if like them, our faith was in Obama’s Hope and Change or Trump’s Make America Great Again. Psalm 

20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” They deified 

government. We must not do the same.  

  Our focus and what we must live for is God’s Kingdom, not USA! Our confidence can’t be in America’s military 

might, our leaders or even in governmental Social Security. It must be in our Heavenly Father!  

  Please pray for our leaders. Vote. Befriend them BUT don’t put your hope or confidence in them. If you’re wringing 

your hands over the next election, you’re sinning. If you’re repelling people from the gospel because they disagree with 

you politically, you’re sinning.  

  God is sovereign. He uses the most evil governments and leaders to do His will and for His glory. Read the book of 

Daniel or Nehemiah or Esther. 



  Recently, I read The Insanity of God by Nik Ripken (picture). It will rattle your world as you read of Christians 

suffering horrible persecution around the world and how God uses evil government to advance His Kingdom.  

  Our mission is the gospel. One of the most evil kings in history, Nebuchadnezzar, is in heaven because a Jewish captive 

dared to be a Daniel.  

  There’s nothing wrong with being involved in politics. I hope you vote this year. We should be thankful for our military 

and grateful for those who protect our freedom and for veterans who’ve helped to secure our freedom and freedom 

around the world. It becomes a sin like it did for Israel when we trust in government to deliver us or take the place that 

only God must take.  

  If some were honest, you’d have to confess that you’ve placed your trust in politics. It consumes your thoughts and 

emotions more than the gospel. Some have placed their trust in the strength of our country. Many have placed their trust 

in government to have a strong economy and the false gods of education and career advancement to provide for their 

material and social needs. We must trust in God not government. 

  We must not trust in idols. American Idol isn’t just a show. It’s our reality. We may not carve them out of wood, but 

we struggle with idolatry. We must return to God and like them, “say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands.” 

  Tim Keller (picture) in his book, Counterfeit Gods writes: “An idol is something that we look to for things that only 

God can give.” You know the idol that I struggle the most with giving up – ME. Most of us look to ourselves to give us 

things that only God can give us.  

  An idol can be anything. How would you complete this sentence? I will be happy when… Or, My future will be secure 

if… What are you putting your hope in? What are you looking to for satisfaction and meaning? Only God can meet those 

needs. I’ve learned and continue to learn that when you have Jesus, you have everything. It’s why Paul said, “I have 

learned in whatever situation I am to be content” (Phil. 4:11). That’s power! That’s freedom! 

 

3. When we return to God, He lavishly loves us. Think of the worst sin that you can. Maybe one of the most heinous 

deeds anyone could ever do. Got it! The nation of Israel did it! There was no evil or debauchery beyond them. Abortion 

wasn’t there issue. It was child sacrifice. But God forgave it all and always will. “In you the orphan finds mercy. I will 

heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. I will be like the dew to Israel; he shall 

blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the 

olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall flourish like the grain; 

they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.” 

  Last weekend I went with Ben to the NASCAR Hall of Fame Induction (picture). Ben invited me because he knows 

that I like Joe Gibbs who’s a committed believer. But we’ve never done anything like that, just had a guy trip. Like some 

of you, I never did anything like that with my Dad. And like too many of you, I have files of bad memories.  

  Our relationship with our parents, particularly our Dad colors our relationship with our Heavenly Father. My Dad never 

communicated forgiveness. When I’d blow it, (which I did a lot,) there was no hope or forgiveness. I can still hear him 

saying, “I’m from Missouri” which was his way of saying, “I’ll believe that you’ve changed when I finally see it.”  

  I’m telling you all that to share with you that one of my great struggles in my own spiritual walk is believing that God 

forgives me. I know it in my heart. I believe what the Bible says. But those echoes from my formative years are still 

there. I have to choose to step out in faith and trust God’s Word, not my feelings. That’s why I love this section. The 

Message renders verse 4, “I will love them lavishly.” God the Father not only forgives us, He loves us lavishly. Wow! 

That gives me goosebumps!  

  He can do that because Jesus paid it all! Romans 8:37-39, “in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God doesn’t love us because Jesus died for us. Jesus died for us because God loves us! 

It’s unconditional love. Jesus met all the conditions.   

  God makes us part of His forever family, “In you the orphan finds mercy.” Being an orphan implies a lack of identity, 

parental relationship, and care. But now, we’re not! We have forgiveness and a Father! Without God it’s like being 

fatherless. God loves orphans, all kinds of orphans. Through the cross God made a way for spiritual orphans to be 

adopted into His family. Spiritual and mental health grow as we grow in a deeper understanding of our spiritual adoption 

in Christ. Maybe today you feel like an orphan. God wants to make you part of His forever family. Come to the cross and 

trust Christ as your personal Lord and Savior and God will be your Father.  

  God heals us, I will heal their apostasy. Sin is a deadly disease. God removes all of our guilt then heals us. The New 

Testament calls this change regeneration or the new birth.  

  God makes us fruitful, I will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of 

Lebanon; his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon. Everything 



they’d sought in idolatry God gives them as they return to Him. Have you been to the Mitchell Park Domes (picture)? I 

love to go there. That’s a small glimpse of what God is doing.   

  Dew speaks of moisture, refreshment and vigor. The land of Israel has lots of desert. Dew is neccessary for plant 

survival. Roots like trees means that they’ll be stable and not easily uprooted. There’s fertility here. The fragrance wafts 

through the air. The ugliness of sin is replaced by beauty. In God alone they’re now fruitful and find true life. It’s a 

complete reversal of judgement to prosperity and God’s blessing.   

  God makes us a blessing to others, They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow. The nation of Israel has now 

become a blessing to the other nations. God promised Abraham, “and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:18). The fulfillment of this for Israel will be seen in the 

Millennial Age.  

  As God’s family, we’re to be a source of blessing for those around us. Our workplaces, comunities and neighborhoods 

should sense God’s blessing because we’re there. That only happens as Jesus is Lord of our lives. God uses us as light to 

the lost around us, pointing them to Jesus. When people observe our lives, as godly people of truth, love, and joy, they 

want what we’ve got because beauty has an attractive power.  

  Why do millions flock to Yellowstone and the Grand Canyon every year? They’re attracted by the awesome beauty. 

When our lives reflect the beauty of God’s holiness and joy, people will say, “I want what you’ve got!”  

  Every Christian should be able to explain the gospel clearly so that those who do not know God can come to know Him 

through Jesus Christ. Living a beautiful, Spirit-filled life is the foundation.  

  An African proverb states, “There is only one crime worse than murder on the desert, and that is to know where the 

water is and not tell.” God brought us to Christ, the living water. He’s blessed us with salvation and promises to bless us 

even more abundantly in the future. But He didn’t save us so that we can sit in the lifeboat feeling warm and cozy, 

oblivious to the lost of the world. He saved us so that we’re a blessing to others. If you’re saved, but you don’t have your 

focus on blessing others, you’ve only got half the picture. He blessed you so that you will be a blessing. Are you? 

  God wants our church to be a blessing to this community. He wants to use us to help our community flourish. Too 

many churches are self-absorbed and self-focused. God has placed us here for the blessing of those around us and for His 

glory. It’s not about us. It’s about them!  

 

4. Those who return to God are wise. “Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let 

him know them; for the ways of the Lord are right, and the upright walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them” (vs. 

9).  

  William Phelps (picture) taught English literature at Yale for 41 years until his retirement in 1933. Marking an 

examination paper shortly before Christmas one year, Phelps came across the note: “God only knows the answer to this 

question. Merry Christmas.” Phelps returned the paper with this note: “God gets an A. You get an F. Happy New Year.” 

God doesn’t call us to be smart. He wants us to be something much greater – to be wise.  

  Hosea ends with an appeal to wisdom. Wisdom literature regularly puts forward two ways to live. There’s the way of 

the wise, who lives in right relationship with God, others, and the world. There’s the way of the fool, who lives in wrong 

relationship to God, others, and the world. This ending points out that there are only two ways to respond – either walk 

or stumble. 

  Verse 1 says Israel has been stumbling because of their iniquity, but they can choose to follow a different path. There’s 

a prudent response. They can walk in the way of the Lord.  

  What will you choose? Will you live a life of repentance or will you live in sin? Will you renounce false gods or 

continue to rely on them? Will you realize that God loves the orphan and return to His house? Will you shack up with 

your spiritual lovers or will your return to your first love?  

  Jesus said there are only two ways: the wide gate that leads to destruction or the narrow gate that leads to life. You can 

build your house on the sand and have it washed away. Or, you can build your house on the rock that will stand. The 

only way to come through the narrow gate, the only way to build on the rock – is to come through Jesus. Those who 

return to God are wise. Those who live for God are wise. My friend, are you wise?  

 

Conclusion: Remember how the book of Hosea started? God told Hosea to marry Gomer, who would commit adultery 

and end up a prostitute and slave. God had Hosea buy her from the slave market and rebuild their marriage.  

  God loves us so much that He chases us. He loves us so much that He’ll bring suffering into our lives to get us to 

Return to Him. Is He doing that with you? What will it take for you to return to God? Maybe you’ve never come to 

Him. What will it take to get you to come to Christ? Hosea is the story of Israel. It’s also the story of us. God wants us to 

come home to Him.  



  One of the most famous racists in recent times was George Wallace (picture). In 1962 Wallace ran for governor of 

Alabama on a platform that was blatantly racist. He promised to fight integration to the point of defying federal orders 

and personally blockade schoolhouse doors. He ended his inaugural address with the infamous statement, “I say 

segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segregation forever.” That summer he refused to allow black students to 

register at the University of Alabama until forced to do so by the threat of federal military intervention. Through his 

tenure as governor and a run for the presidency in 1968, he spouted racial hatred. 

  But on May 15, 1972, while campaigning in Laurel, Maryland, Wallace was shot five times, leaving him paralyzed and 

in constant pain. Two years later—confined to a wheel chair (picture), divorced from his second wife, without the use of 

his legs—Wallace was a broken man. He’d come to know the meaning of suffering and had come to realize what 

suffering he’d caused others. So, while being driven home one evening, he passed the open doors of Dexter Avenue 

Baptist Church, a black congregation where years earlier Martin Luther King, Jr., had stood in the pulpit and denounced 

Wallace for his treatment of African Americans.  

  Overcome with remorse, Wallace stopped the car, was helped into his wheelchair, and wheeled up the aisle to the 

stunned surprise of the congregation. There George Wallace tearfully confessed that he’d been wrong, apologized for the 

suffering he’d caused and asked the blacks of Alabama to forgive him. It was an expression of remorse he repeated on 

numerous occasions in the following years—publicly, before black audiences on campuses and conventions, and 

privately, to black leaders like Coretta Scott King and Jesse Jackson. During two more terms as governor, he built 

bridges to the black community, developed relationships with prominent black leaders, and worked to undo some of the 

damage his own racist rhetoric had caused. Until the very end, though bedridden and deaf, he still received visits from 

friends, both black and white, and met with groups of both races for prayer. But it took five bullets and horrific suffering 

to bring him to his knees. Once broken, George Wallace had the courage to face his hatred and prejudice, repent, 

confess, and then spend the remainder of his life attempting to atone and make restitution.  

  The book of Hosea shouts across time to us that God loves us so much, that He will do anything to get us to come 

home, even if it means paralyzing us. As we tie this up, let me share some final thoughts.   

  Hosea reminds us that none of us are good. We don’t have to be taught to sin or run from God. We sin because we’re 

sinners. Sin not only breaks our relationship with God, it makes it so we don’t desire a relationship with God.  

  Hosea reminds us that God loves us but we must repent & return to Him. Salvation only comes with repentance. God 

can’t rescue us unless we first acknowledge that we need to be rescued.  

  Hosea reminds us that human resources are insufficient. One of our greatest blunders is to think that we somehow 

can fix ourselves, that in ourselves somehow we can be moral or good and please God. The Bible teaches that our best 

stuff is garbage.  

  Hosea reminds us that God loves us and longs to forgive us. Adultery is one of the greatest betrayals that anyone can 

suffer. That God would use a broken marriage to illustrate His love and forgiveness reveals how powerful God’s love for 

us is and His unlimited forgiveness.  

  Hosea reminds us that forgiven people have unlimited potential. One of the greatest causes of emotional and mental 

anguish is guilt. But guilt is gone because of the cross. The fruit of the Spirit that grows in our lives after salvation; love, 

joy and peace, become a part of our lives and bring spiritual and emotional stability. The future of redeemed failures is 

unlimited.  

  Hosea reminds us that life with God is beautiful. When one returns home to God, he has a new set of values and 

worldview. He lives beyond just this world and for the eternal. He lives for righteousness, mercy and peace. Such a life 

is rich within and beautiful without.    

  Hosea reminds us that wise people know and obey God’s Word. God gave us a love letter and a road map for this life 

and eternity. As we know and apply God’s Word, we have wisdom for living. Our lives have eternal significance with 

purpose because we’re following His instruction manual. 

  Return to Me. That’s what God longs for each of us. Do you need to return to God today?  


