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Who is Jesus Christ? Before you answer that question, let me suggest this  scene. Later today you’re out for lunch in 

downtown Milwaukee. You’re walking with some friends to a favorite lunch spot when Charles Benson (picture) from 

TMJ4 stops you for a spontaneous interview. To your surprise, the questions have nothing to do with the Corona Virus, 

politics, or  the economy. Instead he wants to know what you think about Jesus Christ. Who is He? While you fumble for 

an answer, the camera records your discomfort. You weren’t prepared for this. Now you’re being quizzed on theology 

while your friends watch from a few feet away. Various answers flash across your mental screen: “A good man…The 

Son of God…a great teacher…a martyr…a prophet…the symbol of God’s Love…the ultimate Revolutionary…the 

Messiah…Savior…a really nice man…King of Kings…A misunderstood teacher…a fool who thought he was God’s 

Son…a fantasy purported by the Church.”  

  Which answer will you give? You’ll find people today who will give every one of those answers. Who is Jesus Christ? 

After 2,000 years, we still wonder about this Man called Jesus. 

  Not many days before Elvis Presley (picture) died, he was reading a book, The Many Faces of Jesus. That title is a 

fitting symbol of the confusion surrounding Jesus. 2,000 years later, we still we wonder Who is Jesus? Jesus asked His 

own disciples who they thought He was, “But you, who do you say that I am?” (Mt. 16:15). Each of us faces the same 

question. We can’t get away with quoting someone else’s opinion, but must make up our own mind. 

  Who is Jesus Christ? How does your answer stack up with the Bible? That’s a critical 2nd question because it’s not 

enough to say, “I believe in Jesus.” Millions claim to believe in Jesus who don’t have the foggiest idea what the Bible 

says about Jesus. Which Jesus do you believe in? Will the real Jesus please stand up?  

  Thankfully, we don’t have to wonder what the Bible says about Jesus. Philippians 2 contains a very clear answer. These 

verses comprise a short course in Christology. Nearly all the truth about Christ is found in these verses; His eternal 

preexistence as God, His voluntary taking on of human flesh, His coming to earth as a servant, His humiliating death on 

the cross, and His exaltation in heaven.  

  This passage has been called The Great Parabola because it reveals the entire “career” of Christ. Beginning in heaven, 

it tells of His descent to the earth and concludes with His triumphant return to heaven. Some believe it was a hymn of the 

early church. Beginning then with eternity past, let’s walk through this passage and examine what it teaches us about 

Jesus.  

1. The real Jesus is Equal with and the Eternal God. “Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped” (vs. 6). When Paul states that Jesus existed in the form of God, he’s referring to Christ’s 

preexistence before He was born of the virgin Mary. Jesus is not a created being. He’s the 2nd person of the triune God.  

  As John opens his Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has 

come into being” (John 1:1-3). A few verses later John explains further, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 

us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  

  When Paul states that Jesus existed in “the form of God,” “form” refers to that which is intrinsic and essential to the 

being of God. In other words Paul is saying that Jesus in His preexistence shared the essential attributes of deity. He is 

God! Before He came to earth, Jesus dwelt in the indescribable glory and perfection of heaven. He was one with the 

Father and Spirit. It’s what we know as the Trinity. Jesus willingly left that glory to come to earth!  

  Whatever it is that makes God God, Jesus possessed that same essence. Whatever you can say about God, you can say 

about Jesus. He was all that God is and possessed all that God had. He was 100% God, nothing less. God’s omnipotence 

was His. God’s sovereignty was His. God’s holiness was His. God’s eternity was His. God’s wisdom was His. God’s 

justice was His. 

  He was “equal” with God, which makes the next statement so astounding – He didn’t regard His position as God as 

something “to be grasped.” He didn’t try to cling to His glory but willingly laid it aside. Jesus didn’t assert His rights 

though He had the right to claim them.  

  This forms the foundation for everything else in these verses. It also tells us what Jesus was thinking before He was 

born in Bethlehem. There was no forcing, no debate or argument, no pleading with His Father to “send someone else.” 

Jesus voluntarily traveled the distance between heaven and the bloody cross. He did it willingly, gladly and without 

hesitation. 

   

2. The real Jesus Emptied Himself so He could die for us.  “But emptied Himself, by taking the form of 

a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross” (vs. 7-8).   



  Did you see the movie, Antman (picture)? What Jesus did when He left heaven and came to earth is similar, except 

Jesus really became an “ant.” When Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the incarnation, it wasn’t a costume. He entered into 

a permanent union with humanity from which there could be no escape. He willingly humbled Himself so that He could 

lift us up.  

  Jesus went from the height of heights to the depth of depths. We can’t begin to know all that He gave up or the 

humiliation He suffered on our behalf. Think of the staggering implications of what it meant for the Son of God to set 

aside His glory to take on human flesh. Not the flesh of a king, but of a servant; and, stooping even lower, He willingly 

and obediently went to the cross for our sins. Four phrases tell us how it happened.  

  Jesus “made Himself nothing.” That’s what it means when it says that “He emptied Himself.” The eternal Son of God 

“became a nobody.” When Jesus came to earth, He laid aside His “divine insignia.” Imagine a general taking off his 

uniform and dressing as the average Joe on the street. You wouldn’t know the difference. Is he still a general? Yes. Is he 

in uniform? No. Christ came wearing the uniform of a common man while bearing within Himself the high rank of 

Almighty God! 

  Jesus took “the very nature of a servant.” He entered humanity at the lowest level—as a humble slave. Notice the 

word “form” again. He didn’t merely appear as a servant. He took on Himself all that a servant is and does. He didn’t 

stop being God when He became a servant. He “put on” servanthood without “putting off” Godhood. He laid aside His 

outward glory without laying aside His deity. 

  Jesus “appeared in human likeness.” He became a man without ceasing to be God. “Likeness” means that to all 

outward appearances He was merely a man, but in reality He was more than a man. He was God in human flesh.  

  Jesus was “found in appearance as a man.” If you and I had seen Jesus in the 1st century, we wouldn’t have said, 

“There goes the Son of God.” He didn’t look different from anyone else. His true identity was hidden. 

  Josh McDowell (picture) wrote a little book called, More than a Carpenter. That title sums up a huge spiritual truth. 

Jesus is always “more than.” He’s more than a teacher, more than a healer, more than a miracle-worker, more than 

Mary’s son, more than a man. He’s God in human flesh—Immanuel—God with us! He was and is the “God-man.” He 

was as much God as God is God; He was as much man as man is man. 

  “And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross.” Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion of Christ (picture) helps us with this, yet we truly have no concept of how 

horrible crucifixion was. It was so barbaric Romans reserved it for the worst criminals. A Roman citizen couldn’t be 

crucified except on direct order of the emperor. For a Jew it was the worst possible fate. Deuteronomy 21:23 pronounced 

a curse upon anyone who was hung on a tree. It all shows the depth of His humiliation. He came from the top and went 

to the bottom. No one was ever higher and no one will ever go lower than Jesus did. 

  Death on a cross is hard for us to comprehend. We’ve sanitized the cross. We gold-plate it and wear it around our 

necks. We put it on earrings and on our stationery. We hang ornate crosses in our churches and on our steeples. 

  All of this was unthinkable in the 1st century. Crucifixion was such a vile word, it wasn’t spoken of in polite company. 

Want a modern counterpart? Hang a picture of a gas chamber from Auschwitz in the church or a noose. The very thought 

nauseates us, but that’s what the cross meant for Jesus. 

  Jesus became a sacrificial servant in spite of the fact that He was God. He showed us that it is God’s nature to act in 

love toward humanity. Jesus didn’t come as a servant in spite of the fact that He is God. He came because of the fact that 

He is God. God is self-sacrificing.  

  It’s what it means for us to be like Jesus. We must learn to be self-sacrificing and humbly give of ourselves, no matter 

how costly it is to do so. 

  In the early 1700s there was a missionary community in Europe, the Moravians under the leadership of Count 

Zinzendorf (picture). They were very missions-minded. Two Moravians, two men named Dober and Nitschmann, 

learned of a colony on the island of St. John in the West Indies where black men and women and children were treated as 

animals. These slaves were worked, beaten, and then left to die in the cane fields. Dober and Nitschmann felt called by 

God to go share the gospel and minister to them.   

  With Zinzendorf’s blessing they found a ship headed for the West Indies and worked to pay their passage. When they 

arrived on St. John, they asked the Dutch slave masters if they could go into the cane fields and preach to the slaves. The 

masters replied, “It is no use. These men are not humans. They do not have souls.” But Dober and Nitschmann insisted, 

but their pleas were to no avail and they were ordered out.  

  They went down to the beach, sat down on the sand, and wept, and prayed. “Lord, You sent us here, and now we cannot 

go into the fields to preach. Lord what shall we do?” That night the Lord spoke to them and early the next morning they 

went back to those slave masters and said, “We want to sell ourselves into slavery.” The slave masters were astounded. 

“What? You want to sell yourselves into slavery?!”  



  Dober and Nitschmann answered, “Yes, God called us to share the gospel and we will become one of them and preach 

to them while we work.” So they did. In a few months other missionaries from the Moravians arrived on the island of St. 

John and they found there two freshly dug graves.  

  Dober and Nitschmann had died from the heat and deplorable working conditions. But on that island they also found 

30,000 slaves who’d become Christians as a result of Dober and Nitschmann’s witness. It was the result of two humble 

men who followed Jesus’ example of sacrificial servanthood. 

  Are you a Christian? That’s what it means to be like Jesus, self-sacrificing – no matter how costly it is to do so. 

3. The real Jesus is now Exalted in all His Heavenly Glory. “Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on 

Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (vs. 9-11).   

  R.G. Lee (picture) once said, “The name of Jesus occupies a singular place of supremacy above all the names in this 

Universe. Jesus is without peer in His character and in His name. God has given Him a name above every other name. If 

you piled up all the notable names of earth’s finest people until you had a mountain of human greatness higher than 

Everest, the greatness and the glory of the name of Jesus would have to descend a million miles downward to touch the 

top of this anthill we call human greatness.” 

  This is the final stage in the “career” of the Son of God. Having returned to heaven in triumph, God “highly exalted 

Him.” God the Father gave Jesus back all that He’d relinquished when He left heaven to come to earth, but Jesus gained 

something He didn’t have before - His humanity. He left the Son of God and returned the Son of God and the Son of 

Man. We now have a Man in heaven, Christ Jesus, who is our Advocate and Friend. 

  God gave Him “the name that is above every name.” By virtue of His triumphant return to heaven Jesus has the name 

that will ultimately be universally recognized as the Lord of heaven and earth. Many didn’t recognize Him when He 

walked this earth. Many still don’t know who He is, but the day is coming when that will change forever. When that day 

finally arrives, “every knee will bow” and “every tongue confess” that Jesus Christ is Lord. It’s a sobering reality. All 

creation will physically bow before King Jesus and acknowledge His lordship.  

  Notice how universal this will be. The cosmic authority of our Lord is expressed in the triadic phrase, “in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth.” It will include all creatures. It will include angels and saints in heaven, all those living on 

the earth, and the dead, demons, and Satan himself under the earth. No one will be left out—all will be included in the 

universal declaration that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

  Bowing the knee means submission to Him as Lord. Confessing with the tongue means that there is no other Lord 

besides Jesus. Please fix this thought clearly in your mind. Jesus has the last word! He will be vindicated before the 

universe. Even His enemies will bow before Him. In the end no opposition against Him will stand.  

  This isn’t universal salvation, it’s universal confession. Though not all will be saved, all will confess that Jesus is Lord.  

  Maybe you’re thinking, “Wait a minute, doesn’t confessing Jesus is Lord get you into heaven? Does this mean 

everyone will be saved and the Devil himself will one day gain eternal access to heaven?”  

  Don’t miss the importance of this distinction—your eternity could depend on it: Professing “Jesus is Lord” is not the 

same as saying, “Jesus is My Lord.” To say “Jesus is Lord” is to admit He’s the Sovereign of the Universe. One day, 

Charles Manson will say, “Jesus is Lord.” But he won’t be saying, “Jesus, you are my Lord.” Richard Dawkins will no 

longer be an atheist. One day he’ll profess “Jesus is Lord” but he’s never said, “Jesus is my Lord.” Satan will be forced 

to kneel and acknowledge what he already knows, “Jesus is Lord.” But he’d never admit, “Jesus is my Lord.”  

  Donatello (picture) was perhaps the most gifted of the Italian sculptors. In Florence, you can see many of his sculptures 

in the Campanile Gallery. They say his figures are so lifelike you expect them to walk and talk. Once when Donatello 

chiseled a life-sized man, he stepped back and commanded the statue, “Now, speak!” But those marble lips didn’t move.  

  One day the Creator of the Universe will say to every human being, “Now, speak!” Some will confess with joy. Others 

tragically will confess in Judgement. Which group will you be in? 

 

4. When you know the real Jesus, it transforms your thinking. “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus” (vs. 5). We skipped over verse 5. What “this mind” means is unpacked in verses 6-9. It’s the key to the 

fulfilling Christian life. It’s the key to unity in our families and churches. It’s a servant mentality. It’s humility. It’s not 

about rights or being served. It’s about sacrifice and serving.   

  We shouldn’t be surprised when those who don’t know Jesus are arrogant and selfish. Yet, how can we who’ve been 

rescued from sin be arrogant? How can we who’ve been sacrificed for be self-serving? How can we who have been 

experienced such love be unloving?  

  The New Living Translation renders this, “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” Would those closest 

to us say they see Jesus in us? Those who know Jesus and are living for Him have humble servant’s hearts.  

 



Conclusion: Suppose you’d been out of the country during this year’s Super Bowl between the San Francisco 49ers and 

the Kansas City Chiefs (picture). You hadn’t heard that the Chiefs won 31 to 20. But you’d asked me to record the game 

so that you could watch it after you returned. When you got back, I proposed that we place a $100 bet on the game. 

Would you take me up on it? Only if you wanted to give me $100! Why? Because the outcome isn’t in doubt. Betting 

against a game where the outcome is certain would be stupid. 

  Yet, millions bet their eternal destiny against an outcome that God has declared absolutely certain. Jesus Christ has 

been raised from the dead and is now ascended to the right hand of God the Father where He awaits for all of His 

enemies to be made His footstool (Ps. 110:1).  

  God’s Word assures us every knee will bow to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. Yet, people bet their eternal destiny against 

this sure word from God, living as masters of their own fates, as if God’s Word were a coin toss or untrue.  

  The fact that every knee shall bow before Jesus as Lord, either willingly in this life, or forcibly at the judgment, should 

impel us to warn others to run to the cross and trust Jesus now. Judgement is coming! The ultimate lordship of Jesus is 

the culmination of what God is doing in history.  

  We have the privilege of having a part in the work of His kingdom. Lost people need to see the serious consequences if 

they continue in rebellion. They need to repent of their sins, trust in Christ as Savior, and yield to Him as Lord. They 

need to hear the gospel, the good news that God loves them, Jesus died for them and they can be forgiven of all of their 

sin.   

  If you’ve not yet committed your life to Christ and bowed before Him as your Lord, don’t delay! Today is the day of 

salvation; tomorrow you may have to face Him as Judge! Believing in Christ as your Savior requires that you humble 

yourself. Your good works aren’t good enough. Only Christ can save. Jesus died for sinners like us. He loves to forgive 

sin and for sinners to come to Him. Jesus left heaven and took on a human body so that He could die on the cross for 

you. He says to the whole world, “Anyone who wishes may take the gift of salvation.”  

  It’s grace. It’s all free. If it’s not free, it’s not grace. Because Jesus paid it all, we can say to anyone, anywhere, at any 

time, “Come to Jesus, and your sins will be forgiven.” Jesus gave His life for you. He loves you.  

  Someday every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. My friend, please come to Him today because on that day it will be too late.  


