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One of the hardest decisions I have to make every year is when it comes to buying a gift for Jane. Her birthday and our 

anniversary are fairly easy but I really have to work in thinking of something creative for Christmas. It’s not that Jane is 

hard to please, but after nearly 40 years, it’s harder to be creative.  

  Commercials work. Why else would companies pay big bucks to advertise? One commercial that always gets my 

attention because of its novelty is the  International Star Registry (picture). They claim to have named about 2 million 

stars since their formation. Unfortunately, it’s a big hoax. No one can purchase a star and have it named, especially for 

$48. But you have to admit it’d be a unique gift. FYI: The International Astronomical Union (picture) is the only 

scientific body authorized to actually name astronomical bodies. 

  Yet, while you can’t really choose the name of a star, and it’s doubtful any of us will actually be “stars” or celebrities. 

We can all be stars with God.  

  This is so encouraging! You and I can be heavenly celebrities who shine like stars. Jesus said, “You are the light of the 

world…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven” (Mt. 5:14, 16). The Apostle Paul picks up on that theme in Philippians 2:15, “among whom you shine as lights 

in the world.”  

  The thought here is stars which shine brightly in the dark night sky. The word “star” was used in the 1st century for a 

navigational beacon that would shine at night to lead ships safely on treacherous seas.  

  Are YOU a shining star? Every Christian can be a bright star in a dark world. As believers, we’re to shine Jesus’ light 

and help guide others safely Home. What Paul unpacks for us here is a “theology of God’s light.”  

 

1. God turns on our light. Verse 13 is foundational, “for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure.” This church of believers at Philippi are urged to live out the spiritual life God already brought about in 

their salvation. Salvation always starts with God. He first “works” in us to save us. You and I are to “work out” what 

God “works in.” The verb “work out” was used for mining silver. Workers entered the mine and brought out the silver 

that was already there. In the same way we’re to “work out” God’s gold from our salvation in every sphere of our being. 

  Paul is writing to those who’d already committed their lives to Christ. They knew that they were sinners and had trusted 

Jesus’ sacrifice as the payment for their sins and salvation. The challenge was to now live as Christians, to live out in 

their behavior what had already taken place in their hearts. We have the same challenge. It’s easier to talk the talk than 

walk the walk.   

  Salvation is free, yet it always results in a changed life. Think about it. What most upsets those who don’t know the 

Lord – those who profess to be Christians but act like pagans. They’re rightly called  “hypocrites.”   

  Salvation isn’t just about heaven. It’s about living heavenly now. This phrase “work out” was also used to describe a 

farmer working to reap the greatest harvest possible. Seeds were planted. Crops were growing. Now it was time to 

harvest the crop. Like a farmer, Christians work out in their lives God’s light that broke through their darkness of being 

lost.  

  God’s light in us is seen in obedience. “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence.” Are parents happier with a child who only obeys when they’re present, or can 

be trusted to obey when they’re absent? Does the boss want employees who have to always be watched, or can be trusted 

to get their work done when the boss is out of town? That’s the principle here.  

  God wants us to obey and live to please Him because we love Him, not because we’re terrified lightning will come 

crackling out of the sky.  

  Some Christians put conditions on their obedience to God. They’re willing to obey if God will promise to keep them 

safe and healthy, guarantee a good job, a happy family, long life, and a sweet retirement. But God doesn’t make deals. 

The call of Christ is always the same: “Come, follow Me.” We’re called to follow Him and leave all the details in His 

hands. Obedience means we’re willing to do God’s will, no strings attached.  

  Because of our American preoccupation with individualism, we miss that this is written to the whole church, not 

individuals. Paul loves them, “my beloved” and appeals to the family. The “you” is plural. Being part of a church is 

important. We’re a family. We’re a team. There’s no “I” in TEAM.  

  One of my favorite football movies is Remember the Titans (picture). It’s based on a true story where Denzel 

Washington played Herman Boone, an African American coach in Alexandria, Virginia in 1971. It was the first year of 

integration and the team was terribly and racially divided. Black players didn’t want to hang out with white players, and 

vice versa. They were fighting each other. One night Coach Boone took the team for a run in the woods and he stopped 

them in an area that’s part of the Gettysburg cemetery.  



  Coach Boone said, “If we don’t come together right now on this hallowed ground, we too, will be destroyed, just like 

they were. I don’t care if you like each other or not, but you will respect each other. And maybe…we’ll learn to play this 

game like men.” Those players finally found unity. It made a difference in their whole school. A team can’t win if there’s 

disunity. Neither can a church. The Bible highlights the value of the “unity of the Spirit.” 

  God’s light in us is seen in holy seriousness. “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” This is healthy, 

holy fear. It doesn’t mean to be afraid of the Lord. It means to be in awe. Fear of the Lord is reverence, a respect for His 

greatness and glorious nature. God isn’t “The Man Upstairs” or  “The Big Guy.” Hebrews 12:29, “our God is a 

consuming fire.” 

 

2. God’s light in us brings about a transformation. “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world.” Remember this is written to the whole church at Phillipi. Paul powerfully contrasts the 

difference between believers and pagans. Get ready to say “Ouch!”   

  We’re not to be gripers. The Greek word for “grumbling” is gongusmoi. It even sounds evil. It was used of a plague 

spot. It speaks of a verbal virus.  

  Complaining is one of our most tolerated sins. Some don’t even know it’s a sin because we’re so prone to do it. 

Complaining is an attack on God’s sovereignty. Every time we complain about our circumstances, we’re saying, “If I 

were God, I’d do things differently.” A complainer has forgotten the first rule of the spiritual life: He’s God and we’re 

not. 

  During this Pandemic, the Lord convicted me about my sinful attitude toward it. It really messed up MY plans. I still 

struggle with it, but I’m moving forward. Though I don’t understand what God is doing, I know that He does and He’s 

sovereign and I can trust Him. I’ve started thanking Him for it and asking that He’ll use it in my life and in our world for 

His glory.  

  In his book, You Can Make A Difference, Tony Campolo (picture) tells the true story of two men who were traveling 

together on a train out of Victoria Station in London. Twenty minutes into their journey, one of the men had an epileptic 

seizure. If you’ve ever seen this happen you know how frightening such an attack can be. The man stiffened and fell 

heavily out of his seat onto the floor of the train. But when this happened his friend immediately took off his own jacket, 

rolled it up, and put it behind the stricken man’s head. Then he blotted the beads of perspiration from his brow with his 

handkerchief and talked to him in a quiet manner to calm him down. A few minutes later when the seizure was over and 

he helped lift his friend gently back into his seat. Then he turned to the man sitting across from them and said, “Mister, 

please forgive us. Sometimes this happens two or three times a day.”  

  And in the conversation that ensued, the friend of the epileptic explained, “My buddy and I here were in Vietnam 

together and we were both wounded in the same battle. I had bullets in both of my legs and he caught one in his 

shoulder. For some reason, the helicopter that was supposed to come for us never came to pick us up. My friend here 

picked me up and he carried me for three and a half days out of that jungle.  

  The Viet Cong were sniping at us the whole way. Understand, he was in more agony than I was. Repeatedly, I begged 

him to drop me and save himself, but he wouldn’t let me go. He got me out of that jungle, mister. He saved my life. I 

don’t know how he did it and I don’t know why he did it, but he did. Well, four years ago, I found out that he had this 

epileptic condition, so I sold my house in New York, took what money I had, and came over here to take care of him.”  

  Then he looked at his friend and said, “You see, mister, after what he did for me, there isn’t anything I wouldn’t do for 

him.” 

  If you’re a Christian, you know what it is to be rescued. We don’t understand why Jesus did it. Replacing grumbling 

with gratitude, even in a Pandemic, is a small price to pay. The greater our understanding of God’s great love for us, the 

greater will be our desire to praise and serve Him! 

  We’re not to be arguers. “Disputing” can either mean inward questioning or outward dissension. This command isn’t 

meant to stifle honest discussion of differences on matters of doctrine or practice. It also doesn’t mean that it’s wrong to 

question church leaders about true problem areas. It does though confront our attitude in how we raise questions or 

disagreements.  

  To dispute means to challenge in a selfish rather than a submissive spirit. It means to assert your authority in an attempt 

to resist God and the leaders He’s appointed, so you don’t have to submit to His Word.  

  The Devil was disputing when he said to Eve, “Indeed, has God said…? You shall not surely die!” (Gen. 3:1, 4). 

Matthew Henry (picture) writes, “God’s commands were given to be obeyed, not to be disputed.”  

  Some individuals love to argue. Parents, please teach your children not to bicker. I counseled a married couple many 

years ago. They fought 24/7. I finally advised them to schedule it and only bicker at a scheduled time for a limited time, 

and they did it.  



  Christians aren’t to be cantankerous. Too many are. That’s not our DNA at Grace. Griping and arguing isn’t who we 

are. If we’re going to fight, let’s fight the gates of hell and snatch victims out of Satan’s grip (Jude 23).  

  We’re to be people of integrity. Professional golfer Ray Floyd (picture)  was preparing to tap in a routine 9-inch putt, 

but then he saw the ball move ever so slightly. According to the rule book, if the ball moves in this way the golfer must 

take a penalty stroke. Consider the situation. Floyd was among the leaders in a tournament offering a top prize of 

$108,000. To acknowledge that the ball had moved could mean he’d lose his chance for big money. 

  Writer David Holahan describes what others might have done: “The athlete ducks his head and flails wildly with his 

hands, as if being attacked by a killer bee; next, he steps back from the ball, rubbing his eye for a phantom speck of dust, 

all the while scanning his playing partners and the gallery for any sign that the ball's movement has been detected by 

others. If the coast is clear, he taps the ball in for his par. Ray Floyd, however, didn't do that. He assessed himself a 

penalty stroke and wound up with a bogey on the hole.”  

  Three character traits are to mark the Christian. We’re to be blameless, innocent, and above reproach. Blameless has 

the nuance of moral integrity as seen by others. It points to outwardly observable behavior, including our attitudes. 

Nothing in our lives should give an occasion for scandal, where unbelievers look at how we live and say, “I thought he 

was a Christian! How can she be a Christian and live like that?”  

  A great example of a blameless individual is Daniel, who lived in Babylon and served in a godless government. When 

his enemies wanted to find some charge against him to bring him down because they were jealous of his position, they 

finally concluded, “We shall not find any ground of accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him with 

regard to the law of his God” (Dan. 6:5). Daniel lived in integrity.  

  We’re to be innocent. The focus is on internal moral integrity. It’s the soul of blameless behavior and focuses on what 

we are in our thought life. It’s possible to put on a good front, but live a double life. You can be a nice, smiling person at 

church, but an angry one at home. Sin starts in our heart.  

  We must be above reproach. Here we have a summary of the other two. It means, without blemish. Christians aren’t to 

be fault-finders or gripers. We are to be without the blemish of grumbling because we want this crooked world to know 

that our Heavenly Father is a good, loving, and caring God.  

  Our testimony for Christ should be uppermost in our minds so that we glorify Him by how we live. As our world grows 

darker, Christ’s light in our lives makes us shine brighter. “Without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.”  

  What makes our world more twisted than in the past is not that it’s more wicked, it’s that it has lost any place for truth. 

Relativistic worldviews like, “what’s true for you isn’t true for me.” A mile is still a mile. Gravity is gravity. We’re not 

to be people of subjective opinions but people of truth.  

  Dorothy Sayers (picture) observed, “In the world it is called Tolerance, but in hell it is called Despair…the sin that 

believes in nothing, cares for nothing, seeks to know nothing, interferes with nothing, enjoys nothing, hates nothing, finds 

purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive because there is nothing for which it will die.”  

 

3. God’s light is anchored to His Word. “Holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering 

of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.” God’s power is 

released in our lives through His Word. Many are impotent spiritually because they’re not in God’s Word. It’s why we 

must appreciate the Bible and not treat it as just another opinion. It’s unique and inspired by God. It’s authoritative and 

infallible. As we appreciate Scripture, God’s power energizes our lives. 

  We must also appropriate God’s Word. That’s more than listening, reading, or even studying it. To appropriate 

Scripture, we must make it part of our inner life. It’s our spiritual food that we’re to fill out hearts and minds with.   

  Most importantly, we must apply God’s Word. It only works for those who apply it. When we trust God’s Word and act 

on it, His power is released into our lives. You’ll not find a Christian who lives like a Christ-follower who does not 

appreciate, appropriate and apply God’s Word to his/her life.  

  To fail to firmly grip God’s Word results in wasted, limited lives, living in “vain.” You may be a nice person but you 

won’t shine. God’s light comes through us by His Word working through us. 

  It’s God’s light that leads us to offer our lives even in suffering. The words “run” and “labor” highlight the difficulty 

of serving Jesus. It’s not some Sunday School picnic! The imagery of being lights in the world points to the difficulty of 

ministry. A light gives off light by being expended itself. The candle is burned up and consumed by giving off light.  

  Paul envisions a day when he’ll stand before the Lord and give an account of his life. On that day he plans to boast 

about what the Philippians had done for their world because of his investment.  



  What will you and I boast about when we stand before the Lord? Our jobs, our houses, our toys or all the important 

people we know? Will any of that impress the Lord? In that Day the only thing that will matter is the impact we had on 

others for the cause of Christ. Everything else will fade away.  

  It’s why the Apostle Paul mentions being “poured out as a drink offering.” He’s alluding to the Old Testament practice 

of pouring wine on top of a sacrifice so that the heat of the fire immediately vaporizes the wine, turning it into a sweet 

aroma. He’s saying, “Even if I end up losing my life for you, it won’t matter as long as you live for Jesus.” That’s the 

bottom line of the Christian life. How many of us can say it doesn’t matter whether we live or die, as long as those 

whose lives we touched faithfully follow the Lord? 

  It’s God’s light in our lives that gives us reciprocal joy. Our world teaches that joy comes from aggression, but true joy 

comes from submission. The context here is submission even to death and martyrdom. Wow! 

  Have you ever met someone who had joy because they had so much? You won’t. Joy comes from surrender. When we 

surrender we can even have joy in suffering and death. The Lord Jesus is our example. Hebrews 12:2, “looking to Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

  Ray Pritchard (picture) shares of visiting the Miango Rest Home in Jos, Nigeria. The term “rest home” means 

something like a church camp or conference center. On the grounds he discovered a cemetery for missionaries. It 

contained about 60 graves of men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice for the sake of the gospel. Half or more of 

the graves were children, most of them dying in the first few days or weeks of life. In the early part of the 20th century 

the life expectancy of a missionary in Africa was eight years. 

  On a grave with a man’s name and the dates 1919-1953, the marker read, “Placed in loving memory by his wife and 

children.” Underneath were two words: “Abundantly Satisfied.”  

  For the surrendered Christian, whether by life or by death, whether by natural causes or martyrdom – we win! That’s 

what Paul was saying! When we surrender to God, we can have joy even in suffering. Even if those we love, like Paul, 

are martyred, we rejoice because we know that they’re finally Home. A surrendered Christian can’t lose. By 

surrendering, by losing as far as this world is concerned, we still win! 

 

Conclusion: When I was a child, I learned a song, “This little light of mine.” God has so much more for us than being a 

“little light.” He wants us to shine like stars! He wants our church, Grace Church, to shine like stars in this community! 

Stars look small but they’re not. They’re huge suns millions of miles in diameter. God is calling each of us to be bold, 

blazing, light-giving stars in a dark world. Our relationship with God and the difference He makes in our lives is not to 

something that we hide. We must shine! 

  It’s easy for us to forget how dark the situation of our lost friends and family members really is. The Bible says that 

without Christ they’re prisoners in the domain of darkness (Col. 1:13 ) without real hope (Eph. 2:1-2) headed for 

judgement (2 Thes. 1:8-9). They’re spiritually dead in their sin (Eph. 2:1), enemies of God and cut off from Him (Col. 

1:21). 

  On the outside lost family and friends may look as if they have it all together, but inside they’re dead spiritually and 

need the Word of Life that we can bring. Having experienced God’s grace must motivate us to share the good news 

every opportunity that we have. We must seize the opportunities we’re given to share the reason for the hope that’s in us 

(1 Peter 3:15).  

  In August of 1988, Delta flight 1141 took off from Dallas-Fort Worth and accelerated down the runway and rotated. 

Because the front leading-edge slats and flaps weren’t correctly deployed, it lumbered into the air for a few moments 

before it twisted and fell to the earth and ignited (picture).   

  There were 108 passengers on board. Miraculously only 14 were killed in the inferno that followed. One of those 14 

victims was Scott Owen. Scott had recently married a young lady from Odessa and was on a business trip. They were 

living in Dallas. His young widow had to deal with her grief as best as she could. She kept asking and repeating over and 

over, “Why, God?”  

  A few weeks after she buried her husband, there was a knock on her door. She opened the door to find a stranger who 

said, “You don’t know me, but on the day of the plane crash, I was seated in the seat next to Scott. As we were sitting 

there at the jetway and the passengers were boarding, I noticed he was reading a book and I asked him what it was. It 

was a Christian book and he began to tell me about his faith in Jesus. Even as they pushed the jet away from the jetway, 

he talked to me about how to become a Christian.  

  As we taxied out and waited for takeoff, he began to share with me the difference that Jesus had made in his life and 

how one of the greatest things Jesus had given him was a good wife. And even as we were accelerating down the 

runway, he was talking to me about his faith in Christ.”  



  Then, the man said, “I don’t know why he died and I survived. But I want you to know that Scott didn’t die in vain, 

because I’ve accepted Jesus Christ and now I’m a Christian.”  

  Scott Owen didn’t know that He was going to meet Jesus that day. He just faithfully let his light shine! Are you letting 

God’s light shine through you? Are YOU a shining star? All around us are those living in darkness who need for us to 

let our light shine. Will you be a shining star for the Lord?  

 

 

 

 


