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Who was ready for church first this morning at your home? Who was waiting? Who was rushing? A lot of it depends on 

whether you’re time oriented or event oriented? Around our house Jane is almost always ready first. She’s time oriented; 

I’m event oriented. If you’re unfamiliar with those terms, someone time oriented watches the clock. They’re concerned 

with punctuality and are tightly scheduled. They’re focused on dates and times.  

  For someone event-oriented, time has little meaning. Time management means little to someone event-oriented They’re 

concerned about the details of the event, that it’s really over. They move on to the next thing when the event is done, not 

before. They have a “come what may” outlook. They’re emphasis is on the present, not the past or future.  

  Those who are time oriented see time as a commodity. They speak of spending or saving time, investing or wasting it. 

Most missionaries when they reach their field must adjust because they come from time-oriented cultures, yet much of 

the world is event-oriented.   

  Jesus lived in an event-oriented culture. People didn’t wear watches or have clocks. It’s why sometimes Jesus 

responded immediately and went to people. On other occasions Jesus delayed His response or withdrew to be alone. 

Those who are time oriented point out the “early bird gets the worm” and while that’s true, we shouldn’t overlook that 

the early worm gets caught. 

  Please turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 (p. 986). Our passage focuses on a coming event. It doesn’t have a specific time 

but it’s still coming. This event is to be everything for the child of God! It’s the return of Jesus Christ. It’s vital each of 

us answers the question: Are you ready? 

  Focus on Christ’s return is often neglected in the Church today. Rarely does the average Christian think, “I wonder if 

Jesus will come today.” For 1st century believers, it was always on their minds. They were ready. They knew that the 

return of Christ was imminent…it still is.  

  Paul touches on Jesus’ return in our passage. He’ll unpack it more in chapters 4 and 5. Being ready for Christ’s return 

dramatically alters how you live. Because if you’re ready, you reach out. If you’re ready, you repent. If you’re ready, 

you wait with expectancy and hope. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. If you’re ready, you reach out, “For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.” What excites you? What do 

you talk about?  

  If you’re an Avengers fan, you’ll remember how everyone was buzzing about Infinity War (picture) and Endgame 

(picture). When you’re excited about something you’re not known to whisper about it. Can you imagine new parents 

having a baby and not telling anyone? Or grandparents keeping it a secret?  

  When you’re excited to share, you don’t whisper. The Greek verb translated “sounded forth” occurs only here in the 

New Testament. It’s used for a trumpet blast so loud it hangs in the air. Some translate it “thunder.” It rattles windows 

and reverberates. Having received the gospel of Christ and having their lives transformed, the Thessalonians couldn’t 

keep it a secret. They shouted it out. Their radically changed lives shone for Jesus. They weren’t secret service Christians 

when it came to telling others about Jesus.  

  It amazes and encourages me that Paul asked for prayer that he’d be bold in proclaiming the gospel (Eph. 6:19-20). I 

continually pray I’ll be bold. All of us need to put “boldness in our witness” on our personal prayer lists.  

  If you were almost killed in a terrible accident and survived, what would you do? You’d tell everyone. Prior to 

salvation and new life in Christ, we were all dead, condemned and headed to hell. We’ve been rescued. Just as it’s 

normal to tell everyone if you’ve been rescued from nearly dying, it’s normal for Christians to share that Jesus rescued 

them. God’s love, forgiveness and grace should excite us so we have to share.  

  A 30 second ad for this year’s Super Bowl cost $5.5 million. Can you remember any of them? Marketing professionals 

know that a recommendation from a friend is one of the most effective means of advertising. Will someone driving down 

the road who sees a billboard with John 3:16 on it come to Christ? Or someone happening to catch a gospel sermon on 

the radio or tv, will that be when they come to Christ? Maybe. The greatest gospel ads are us – you and me.  

  The gospel of Jesus Christ isn’t a product. It’s God’s great plan for bringing people into a living, vital relationship with 

Himself. The gospel is conveyed most effectively by living examples and by word of mouth.  

  The Thessalonians were so active sharing the gospel that before Pauls’ mission team could get to a new area, these 

Thessalonians had already reached it. “Your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.” 

There may have been a bit of godly exaggeration there, yet the point was well made. These new believers were everyday 

missionaries and made a difference. They were reaching everyone for Christ.  



  I have the privilege of chairing a scholarship committee. Each year we get typical recommendation letters from teachers 

and employers. Rebecca Sabky, an undergraduate admissions counselor at an Ivy League School, reads over 2,000 

college applications every year. She writes: “The applicants are always intellectually curious and talented. They climb 

mountains, head extracurricular clubs and develop new technologies. They’re the next generation’s leaders. Their 

accomplishments stack up quickly.” But she's always on the lookout for one rare quality: kindness, as exemplified in this 

true story. She writes: [A student from a large public school in New England] was clearly bright, as evidenced by his 

class rank and teachers' praise. He had a supportive recommendation from his college counselor and an impressive list 

of extra-curricular activities…But one letter of recommendation caught my eye. It was from a school custodian. The 

custodian wrote that he was compelled to support this student’s candidacy because of his thoughtfulness.  

  This young man was the only person in the school who knew the names of every member of the janitorial staff. He 

turned off lights in empty rooms, consistently thanked the hallway monitor each morning and tidied up after his peers 

even if nobody was watching. This student, the custodian wrote, had a refreshing respect for every person at the school, 

regardless of position, popularity or clout.  

  She concludes: “Over 15 years and 30,000 applications in my admissions career, I had never seen a recommendation 

from a school custodian. It gave us a window into a student's life in the moments when nothing ‘counted.’ That student 

was admitted by unanimous vote of the admissions committee.” 

  Would the custodian where you work say that you care about him or her? That you’re concerned about their soul? What 

about the clerk where you buy gas? What about your classmate? Who are you praying will come to Christ? Who have 

you shared the gospel with recently?  

  Notice they shared “the word of the Lord.” It wasn’t a clever sales pitch, it was God’s Word. God’s Word has power. 

Hebrews 4:12 “For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 

soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  

  It was the conviction that God’s Word had power that empowered their witness. We too must be persuaded about the 

divine character of the Bible if we’re to have a similar impact. It’s why attacks on the divine authority and inerrancy of 

Scripture always weaken the church and its witness. If you question the power or purity of the medicine, you won’t share 

it.  

  There are nearly 8 billion people on this planet. With a very loose definition of Christian, 75% of them are not 

Christians. What about our community? The nones and unchurched are rapidly increasing. What about your neighbors, 

co-workers? A song I listen too often and always brings tears to my eyes is Facing a Task Unfinished by Keith and 

Kristyn Getty (picture).  

Facing a task unfinished 

that drives us to our knees, 

a need that, undiminished,  

rebukes our slothful ease, 

we who rejoice to know You 

renew before Your throne 

the solemn pledge we owe You 

to go and make You known. 

 

We bear the torch that flaming 

Fell from the hands of those 

Who gave their lives proclaiming 

That Jesus died and rose 

Ours is the same commission 

The same glad message ours 

Fired by the same ambition 

To Thee we yield our powers 

 

We go to all the world 

With kingdom hope unfurled 

No other name has power to save 

But Jesus Christ The Lord.  

  Are we going to the world? Are we attempting to reach our world, our family, our neighborhood, our school, our 

workplace? The task is unfinished! We’re the channels of the hope this world needs.  



  On January 21, 1930, the name of Harold Vidian became synonymous with heroism. On that day, England’s King 

George V was scheduled to give the opening address at the London Arms Conference. The king’s message was to be 

sent via radio around the world. A few minutes before the king was to speak, a member of the CBS staff tripped over an 

electrical wire and broke it, cutting off the whole American audience. Without any hesitation, chief control operator 

Harold Vidian grasped one end of the broken wire in his right hand and the other in his left, thus restoring the circuit. 

Electricity surged through his body. Ignoring the pain, he held on until the king had finished his address.  

  God has called us to be His bridge between heaven and earth. The message of the King of kings must go to the whole 

world. Only as we allow God’s power to pass through us can the gospel be transmitted. “How shall they believe in Him 

of whom they have not heard?” (Rom. 10:14). If we’re willing to serve as conduits, regardless of the cost, the gospel will 

be proclaimed around the world. Are you a conduit for King Jesus’ message? 

 

2. If you’re ready, you repent, “For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and 

how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” The pagan world of the first century was 

abominably superstitious and idolatrous. The Romans sarcastically said that it was easier to find a god than a man at 

Athens.  

  These new believers turned to the living God from dead idols. It’s repentance. Salvation isn’t saying a prayer or asking 

Jesus into your heart. The Bible is clear, we can’t just add Christ to our lives, but not subtract sin. If there’s a change in 

belief, there will be a change in behavior. Too much “gospel” preaching sounds like a slightly spiritualized version of 

that Christina Aguilera (picture) song, “You are beautiful:”  

You are beautiful no matter what they say. 

Words can’t bring you down. 

You are beautiful in every single way. 

Yes, words can’t bring you down. 

So don’t bring me down today. 

  But we’re not beautiful apart from Christ, we’re ugly with sin. There’s no salvation without repentance. What’s the 

relationship between saving faith and repentance? They’re two sides of the same coin.  

  If you genuinely believe, you repent or turn from your sins. If you truly repent, you do it because you believe in Jesus. 

We can’t separate these two concepts. Both are used in reference to salvation. Mark 1:15 sums up Jesus’ preaching as, 

“Repent and believe in the gospel.”  

  Say you’re driving to Milwaukee and believe that you should return to Burlington. You don’t keep driving north. You 

turn around. Your belief results in action, namely, going in the opposite direction. Saving faith is bound up with a U-turn 

from sin to God. You can’t turn to God without also turning from your idols. 

  You may be thinking, “We don’t have idols today.” Yes, we do. Our idols are celebrities, sports stars, and our palaces 

of greed that we’ve built with our own hands. Before we repent and trust in Christ, we were all idolaters.  

  While few in America bow down before a literal statue, an idol is anything that usurps the rightful place of the living 

and true God in your life. At the root of all idolatry is the god of self. Many people leave this god on the throne and 

attempt to “use” Jesus to get what self wants - happiness, health, wealth, love, or whatever. To leave self-enthroned and 

to use Jesus as a new idol to get what self wants isn’t to turn to God from idols.  

  The Thessalonians didn’t just add Jesus to their shelf of idols. They destroyed their idols and turned to the one true 

God. When you become a Christian, there must be a decisive break from the old way of life. Spurgeon (picture) 

describes it: “Conversion is the turning of a man completely round, to hate what he loved and to love what he hated.”  

  This turning to God from idols is both an initial decision and a lifelong,  ongoing process. As God’s Word reveals 

further areas of our lives not yet conformed to Christ, we turn from those to God. Repentance isn’t a one-time action. 

The command to repent in the Bible is most often spoken to churches and believers. As God reveals more truth to us, we 

must continue to change and bring our lives in line with God’s Word. 

  In America, Christians call themselves “evangelicals.” The term has become so watered down we need a new label. In 

Eastern Europe, Christians are derogatorily referred to as “repenters.” I like that! That’s biblically accurate. A Christian 

is someone who has turned to God from idols. Whenever God’s Word exposes another idol we missed, we get rid of it, 

too. 

  At salvation, we don’t just leave something. We turn to something. We turn from lifeless idols to serve the living 

and true God.” The word translated “serve” comes from a word meaning to serve as a slave. A slave wasn’t free to do 

whatever he pleased. If a slave wanted to go to the beach, he couldn’t tell his master, “I’m taking the day off. See you 

tomorrow!” He belonged to his master who’d bought him. He lived to do his master’s will.  

  We are not our own. We’ve been bought with the precious blood of Jesus. We’re His slaves. Our Master gave His life 

to rescue us from certain doom. We don’t serve Him out of duty, but gratitude and love. Wonderfully, He’s a loving and 



gracious Master, who has our best interests at heart. Serving Him isn’t a burden, it’s a delight. Once I was my own king, 

now Jesus is my King and Master. He does a much better job in the driver’s seat than I did.  

  Serving the living and true God is not giving Him a few hours each week and spending the rest of your time for 

yourself. Serving Him is 24-7 where you yield yourself fully to the Lord to do whatever He wants you to do because He 

is your Master. A slave lives to please his master and to do his will. So get your eyes off of yourself and onto the Lord 

and others. 

  When you come to church, your focus must be, “Lord, use me today to serve You by serving Your church.” When you 

go home, your focus must be, “Lord, use me to serve You by serving Your family.” When you go to work, your focus 

must be, “Lord, use me to serve You by serving Your business.”  

  Are you a Christian? Have you repented of sin? Have you turned to the living God? Conversion means there’s a change 

of mind, heart, direction, values, worldview and everything in between. Genuine Christians receive the gospel. They turn 

to God from idols; they serve the living and true God. 

  Mother’s Day reminds me my own Mom has been Home with the Lord for over 50 years. She came to Christ when I 

was a boy. My Dad was a successful businessman but a prescription drug addict and an abuser. One of my vivid 

memories of my Mom were of finding her every morning reading her Bible and drinking her coffee. Though my Dad 

was hateful and cruel, she returned his meanness with kindness. Even on the night she was killed in a tragic car wreck, 

my Dad had said horrible things to her before she left, yet she was still kind as she spoke to him.  

  Three Christian workers were brutally murdered in Turkey by a group who were part of an Islamic movement. One was 

a German missionary, one a Turkish pastor, and the other a local believer. They were murdered at a Bible publishing 

house in Matatya, a Turkish province. The young men were supposed to meet these three Christians for a Bible study but 

they’d come for a completely different purpose. After torturing the three believers, they took pictures of their evil work 

on their cell phones.  

  But God is in control! The funeral for Pastor Necati Aydin (picture) turned into a triumphant moment as believers 

gathered to bury one of their own.  His wife was asked during a television interview how she felt about the young men 

who executed her husband. She didn’t want revenge. Echoing the words of Jesus on the cross, she told reporters, “Oh 

God, forgive them for they know not what they do.” One columnist wrote of her, “She said in one sentence what 1000 

missionaries in 1000 years could never do.”  

  What is a Christian? A Christian is someone who joyfully chooses to follow Christ no matter the cost. Persecuted 

brothers and sisters around the world understand this. That was the Thessalonians. May it be us! 

 

3. If you’re ready, you wait with expectancy and hope. “And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from 

the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” Jane and I are longing for 2022. Maybe you’re thinking, 

“Scott, we’re not through 2021.” We’re waiting for things to loosen up internationally. In the spring of 2020 we were to 

fly to Taiwan to see our son, Aaron and his wife, Jiayu (picture). I don’t allow myself to think about it because I want to 

see them so bad, it’d drive me crazy.  

  I grew up in a generation where the coming of Christ was a continual focus of the Church. Yet, we’ve lost that and it 

shows. I have to confess that it’s not on my heart as it once was. As I prepared this, I prayed that the Lord would make it 

part of the passion of my own heart and of our church.  

  This Thessalonian church didn’t have our problem. They were waiting for the trumpet to sound, to meet Jesus in the 

clouds and go Home. They used the expression, “Maranatha” which means “Our Lord is coming.” Did you know that 

there are 8 times more references (318) in the Bible to the 2nd coming of Christ, than His 1st coming? One 20th of the 

New Testament, one in every 30 verses talks about the 2nd coming. The last words in the Bible: “Yes I am coming soon. 

Amen. Come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).   

  Their hope wasn’t wishful thinking. It was directly connected with Christ’s resurrection. If Jesus wasn’t alive, He 

couldn’t return. As they were confident of Christ’s resurrection, they waited expectantly for His return. It fueled them 

with hope and this world desperately needs hope.  

  For most Christians, the next big event on their life calendar is death. That wasn’t the Thessalonians. They were 

expectant and waiting Christ’s return. 

  Wait is in the present tense. They were constantly looking for Jesus’ return. They’d get up each morning and pray, 

“Lord, I’m ready. Please come today!” Just imagine how that would change how you approach the day. Imagine how the 

reality that Jesus could come at any moment would change every aspect of your life. At night when they’d pillow their 

heads, they’d pray, “Lord, let the trumpet wake me and let me meet You tonight.” They waited with expectancy. We’re 

to be waiting for His return with that same expectancy. It’s an active waiting like a mother waiting during those last few 

weeks to have her baby. Just as Jesus rose from the grave, He’s coming back. It could be today. They weren’t looking for 



signs; they were looking for the Savior. They didn’t wonder if some vaccine or new world leader was a sign. They were 

listening for the sound of the trumpet.  

  If you have out of town guests coming to stay with you, how do you prepare? What if you’re not exactly sure when, but 

you know they’re coming? You’d clean the house…even the top of the frig. You’d have the guest room ready. You’d 

have groceries in the house and plan out meals. You’d be ready. That’s the way we’re to wait for Jesus’ return.  

  It’s not our houses we need to prepare, it’s our hearts. Is your heart ready for Jesus’ return? Or is there some 

housecleaning that needs to take place? 

  Too many believers live with a secret sin they’ve tucked in a closet of their soul and would be ashamed if Jesus came 

today. One of the most common is unresolved bitterness. You’re nursing a grudge. It’s time to rip that noxious weed out 

of your heart.  

  Or you’re investing in this dying world. You’re, as C.S. Lewis (picture) put it, like children “making mudpies in a 

slum” because we’ve never imagined “a holiday at the sea.” What world are you investing in? The temporal or the real, 

eternal one? Jesus said, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). What about your focus 

and what you talk about – what do they indicate that you’re living for?  

  A Christian, a church that truly lives in the expectation of seeing Jesus at any time will be a vibrant and victorious 

group. Expecting Christ’s return is a powerful motivation for sharing the gospel and Christian stability. It’s comfort in 

sorrow and great encouragement for godly living.  

  His return is fantastic news for believers. We’re going Home. It’s terrible news for those who have not trusted Christ, 

“who delivers us from the wrath to come.” The fact Jesus “delivers” us highlights that none of us can rescue ourselves. 

Without His intervention, without the cross – we’re doomed. But if you haven’t trusted Christ, you’re not going to meet 

Jesus in the glories of heaven. You’ll meet Him at the Great White Throne where you will be judged for rejecting Him 

and all of your sins. Then, the Bible tells us that you’ll be cast into Hell with the Devil and his demons (Rev. 20:11-15). 

This isn’t a maybe. As the resurrection of Christ is a past historical fact, God’s judgement on those who’ve never trusted 

Christ is a future historical fact.  

  It’s not popular today to talk about judgement or hell. But if there is no hell, God can’t be holy and just. Do you think 

that a Hitler or an Osama Bin Laden should get a pass? God must judge all sin or He can’t judge any of it.  

  Friend, are you ready? Are you waiting eagerly for His return? I think a lot of Christians are afraid to say “no” to that 

question. They instinctively know that the answer should be “yes, of course I’m looking forward to His return.” But in 

our heart, is that really so? Too often we’re so caught up in our lives here on earth that we hardly give a thought to 

eternity. But not the Thessalonians. They looked forward to Christ’s return with eager anticipation. This hope carried 

them through persecution and troublesome times. It spurred them on to even more loving deeds and works of faith. 

 

Conclusion: In 1955, President Dwight Eisenhower (picture) was in Denver for a few days of business. In the Saturday 

morning newspaper, one of the President’s aides read a letter to the editor from a teenage boy with cancer, named Paul 

Hailey, who expressed his dream of someday, somehow, someway meeting the President of the United States. After 

showing the article to the president, Mr. Eisenhower told the aide to have his car ready for a visit to the boy’s home early 

on Sunday morning. And at 6:30 on Sunday morning, the President walked to the door of the Hailey’s home and 

knocked.  

  A sleepy eyed, unshaven father, David Hailey was shocked at the President’s visit and interest in meeting his son. After 

meeting and talking with Paul, Mr. Eisenhower took the boy outside to the limousine to meet his wife before their 

departure.  

  The next day, newspaper reporters asked David Hailey what he thought about the President’s visit to his home. The 

Dad said he wasn’t too happy because he wasn’t prepared. Then, they asked his son his opinion of the visit. Paul, the 

son, said he was ecstatic because he’d longed for the day he might personally get to meet the President of the United 

States. 

  What if Jesus came today? He promised to come the first time and He did. He’s promised to come the second time and 

He will. We’re not looking for a visit from the President. We’re looking for something so much greater – the return of 

the King of Kings! The Thessalonians were ready? Are you? Please measure yourself against these marks of genuine 

Christianity: Have you received the good news that Christ died for your sins? Have you decisively turned to God from 

your idols? Do you live each day to serve the living and true God as His blood-bought slave? Do you look expectantly 

for Jesus to return from heaven? Are you telling others the good news about how Jesus can rescue them from the wrath 

to come? Are you ready? He’s coming back!  

  “He who testifies to all these things says it again: “I’m on my way! I’ll be there soon!” Yes! Come, Master Jesus!” 

(The Message, Revelation 22:20).  

 


