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“Half of the people lie with their lips; the other half with their tears” Those words are from Nassim Nicholas Taleb 

(picture) about being manipulated. Don’t you hate feeling like you’re being manipulated? Have you ever been used by 

somebody? Did you look back and realize that you’d been played?  

  Some years ago Jane and I were shopping for a car. At one dealership we were seriously considering a car but weren’t 

quite ready to make a decision. The salesman said he had to go talk to his sales manager. He’s gone for a few minutes 

and then across the showroom his sales manager yells, “Mr. Carson, what will it take to make this deal?” I quietly 

responded, “I won’t have this conversation with you across this showroom.” We ended up leaving never to return. 

Manipulation. Has a friend ever tried to get you in some multi-level marketing scheme? At least 4 times some “friend” 

has tried to enlist me.  

  Just a sidebar: Your Grace Church family are brothers and sisters in the Lord, not a potential customer base. Please 

don’t try to enlist folk here in Primerica, Plexus, Mary Kay, Amway…to name a few. And if you wouldn’t normally 

invite someone to your home, please don’t invite them to your Pampered Chef, L’Abri or Scentsy party so you get can 

bigger rewards.  

  The Apostle Paul and his team were above reproach, yet their spiritual enemies were slandering them and accusing 

them of using the gospel to line their pockets. 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12 (p. 986) is Paul’s defense to these malicious 

charges and lays out his Motives for Ministry.  

  Enemies of the gospel assailed Paul, as they often do those who seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ, by impugning 

his character. They hoped to ruin this new church by destroying its confidence in the person God used to found it. 

Unbelievers were taunting their Christian neighbors by suggesting that they’d been deceived by a religious huckster. The 

propogandists of Hitler’s Germany discovered that if a lie is repeated often enough and loudly enough it will in the end 

be accepted as the truth. Lies were being repeated and the volume increased about Paul and his team.  

  Apparently, some of these baby Christians were being carried away by this slander. No doubt Paul found these personal 

attacks very painful.  

  What we have in these first 12 verses is Paul’s defense of his ministry, not out of resentment or vanity, but because the 

truth of the gospel and future of this church was at stake. He reminds them of the loving, sacrificial ministry he’d 

exercised among them so that they’d become Christ-followers.   

  Before we dig into this passage, let me ask two vital questions: “Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ?” Hopefully, that 

one was easy. If you answered, “Yes,” the second, more intimidating, question is, “Are you discipling others?” To 

define terms: A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ.  

  Obviously, no one follows Him perfectly, yet the direction and aim of your life is to be obedient to Christ and His 

teachings as revealed in the Bible. To disciple others then is to help them follow Jesus. Mark Dever (picture) defines it 

“Discipling is deliberately doing spiritual good to someone so that he or she will be more like Christ.” 

  In the Great Commission Jesus commanded us as His followers, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you… (Matt. 28:19-20). The command to make disciples applies to all who follow Jesus, not just 

pastors or church leaders. 

  Part of the command to love each other involves helping others be all that God wants them to be. If you’re a follower of 

Christ, God wants you to use your gifts to help others become more like Christ. Discipleship must be the culture of the 

church, where every member aims at helping others become more like Jesus. As we work through these verses today 

we’re focusing on two truths: We’re to be disciple-makers, not manipulators and We’re to disciple-make with a 

parental heart. 

  If you seek to win people to Christ, you’ll be attacked. It will include name calling, slander, gossip, and outright lying. 

Those who hate the message attack the messenger. We take heart because Jesus said we’re to expect it and the Scriptures 

direct us on how to deal with it. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. We’re to be disciple-makers, not manipulators. “For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a 

pretext for greed—God is witness. Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could 

have made demands as apostles of Christ.”  

  Socrates (picture) said, “When the debate is lost, slander becomes the tool of the loser.” Enemies of the gospel were 

attempting to destroy the faith of these Thessalonians by undermining their confidence in the integrity of Paul’s 

missionary team. They accused them of being charlatans who used propaganda for personal gain. Sadly, there was some 

plausibility to these charges. Not about Paul and his team, but the Roman Empire was filled with religious hucksters with 



various new cults who traded on the gullibility of the innocent. It happens today with televangelists filling the airwaves, 

taking advantage of the biblically naïve. 

  A lost world paints all religious people with a broad brush. It’s why Paul had to remind them of the credibility of his 

ministry. It’s why at Grace we need to be careful to protect our ministry’s integrity. A failure won’t just hurt us, it harms 

the cause of Christ.  

  What are the signs that Paul’s ministry was authentic? They’re the same signs that we must have if we’re going to make 

disciples for Christ.  

  We’re not to flatter. Flattery is a kind of acceptable speech that lulls another person into a false sense of security so the 

speaker can achieve their agenda. The ultimate test of our message is not that it pleases the hearers but that it pleases 

God. Paul didn’t talk to make them feel good. He shared an uncomfortable message about sin and repentance that would 

save their souls.  

  We like people to like us, but we can’t soften the message. Heaven and hell are in the balance. It’s why Spurgeon 

(picture) said, “I cannot afford to love your praise lest I should fear your scorn.” It’s imperative that we not soften the 

message but deal honestly yet lovingly with sin and judgement. President Harry Truman (picture) said: “I wonder how 

far Moses would have gone if he’d taken a poll in Egypt? What would Jesus Christ have preached if He’d had taken a 

poll in Israel? Where would the Reformation have gone if Martin Luther had taken a poll? It isn’t polls or public opinion 

of the moment that counts. It is right and wrong and leadership—men with fortitude and honesty, and a belief in the right 

that makes epochs in the history of the world.”   

  We’re not to be greedy. Ours is a money-driven culture. There’s pressure to soften the message so we don’t take a hit 

financially or lose opportunities to move up socially. We’re all tempted to cast an avaricious eye at what belongs to 

someone else.  

  Greed doesn’t have to be money focused, it can be self-promotion. There’s a tension between building bridges and 

drawing attention to oneself or being narcissistic. Social media entices us with a “me, me, me” syndrome. Do we want 

attention for ourselves or to direct people to the Savior? You can’t have both. I love this tweet by Denzel Washington 

(picture), “Just because you don’t share it on social media, doesn’t mean you’re not up to big things. Live it and stay 

low key. Privacy is everything.”   

  The world sees what we do; God sees why we do it. It’s hard to draw people to Christ if we have an “I” problem. We 

need to listen for how often “I” permeates our conversation. You can’t influence someone if they believe that you care 

more about what they have than you do about them. Greed will destroy our ministry. 

  We’re not to seek self-glory. Paul wasn’t looking for “atta boys.” It’s like the cultural “How are you?” dialogue. 

Someone asks, “How are you?” What’s the expected answer? “Fine.” So, in the church as we leave, it’s polite to tell the 

preacher, “nice sermon.”  

  God has called the preacher to be a spiritual physician. The sermon is to be a scalpel. If the doctor sliced open up your 

arm to remove a tumor, would you tell him, “Nice slice”? We’d gain more in eternity if we replaced church politeness 

with a prayer from our heart: “Lord, use this message from Your Word to change my life.”  

  The only glory Paul sought was Christ’s glory and the eternal glory that only the Lord Jesus can give. To honor the 

Lord and be disciple makers we need to be like that portrait of John Bunyan (picture), the author of Pilgrim’s Progress: 

“The world behind him, a crown hanging over his head.”  

  We’re not to demand our rights. I’m not sure where the line is. I do believe that in coming days it’s going to grow 

more difficult for believers. When it comes to being a Christian in America, how much do we fight for our rights? I don’t 

know. It’s going to take prayer, wisdom and spiritual sensitivity.   

  Paul could have made demands of the Thessalonians as an Apostle but he chose to put the message over his rights. 

That’s foreign to a “rights focused” thinking. We’re going to have to make tough choices in the near future to surrender 

our rights because it hurts the cause of Christ. I’m not talking about compromising biblical convictions. I think we’ll 

have to evaluate what’s the greater cause and what will advance the cause of Christ more.  

  What a challenge and an example for us. Paul is horribly treated and responds with grace in return. He was the original 

optimist, turning lemons into lemonade. He turned a jail house into a church. He turned those in chains into a 

congregation and a prison into a pulpit.  

  Chuck Colson (picture) was one of my heroes. He was an Ivy-league trained lawyer and a former Marine captain. He 

was a bare knuckles political fighter. He once said he’d walk over his own grandmother to re-elect Richard Nixon. The 

turning point in his life was when he was convicted in the Watergate scandal and sent to prison. Just before he was 

sentenced to prison, a friend gave him a copy of Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis. Colson was at such a low point in his 

life, he realized how much he needed Jesus and that’s when he became a follower of Christ.  

  When he was released from prison he founded Prison Fellowship and was the author of 30 Christian Books and had a 

syndicated radio program called Break Point that aired on 1,400 stations. President George W. Bush awarded him the 



Presidential Citizens Award. His failure became the fertilizer for his success. In his book, Born Again he wrote, “The 

real legacy of my life was my biggest failure—that I was an ex-convict. My greatest humiliation—being sent to prison—

was the beginning of God’s greatest use of my life.”  

  Chuck’s pastor, Hayes Wicker, told of many 30-somethings in his church who were surprised to learn Chuck was an 

ex-con. They just knew him as a godly man and a great Christian leader. That’s because God can turn human failure into 

heavenly favor. That’s the Apostle Paul. It’s to be me and you!  

 

2. We’re to disciple-make with a parental heart. “But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of 

her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: 

we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. For you 

know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in 

a manner worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory” (vss. 7-12).  

  When you think of Paul the Apostle, what do you think of? We think of Paul the Theologian, Paul the Pastor, Paul the 

Missionary. We don’t think of Paul the Gentle or Paul the Parent but he was.  

  Francis Schaeffer (picture) rightly said, “Biblical orthodoxy without compassion is surely the ugliest thing in the 

world.” Until verse 7, Paul has dealt with a bunch of negatives. Some imagine Christianity is all negative and there are 

bona fide negatives in the Christian faith. But Christianity does not consist in negatives. Even in the Garden, while Adam 

and Eve were commanded to not eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they were encouraged to eat freely 

of every other tree.  

  There’s nothing more positive and life-giving than a parent. Here we sense Paul’s tender care like a mother and 

encouragement like a father. God has called us to model his example in making disciples.   

  We are to be gentle like a mother. The picture is one of tender, loving care. Paul was committed to the nurture of his 

converts. A nurse will take care of her patient and a nanny will watch out for those in her charge. Yet, they’re not 

comparable to a mother. It’s her own child that makes a difference. Perhaps the reason that we’re often not vested in the 

lives of others is that we miss this great need for spiritual parenting of young believers.  

  When Paul could have “milked” them for all that he’d given to them, instead he’s the one providing spiritual milk. It’s a 

picture of tenderness and love. 1 Peter 2:2-3, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” For Paul it wasn’t a “job,” he shared his life. 

It’s to be the same with us. It takes time and gentleness to work with the children in the nursery. It’s also true of the 

church’s spiritual nursery.  

  Yet, we live in such an impersonal culture. People are electronically connected through texting, Facebook, and Twitter, 

but yet are so lonely. They long for authentic relationships.  

  Babies are needy, inconvenient and time-consuming! They dirty their diapers, scream when they’re hungry, throw up 

on you, wake you up in the middle of the night, and require lots of attention. And so do new believers! This means that 

you can’t love others for Jesus unless you’re willing to sacrifice yourself, your time and be inconvenienced. It’s through 

your love that they will grow. Paul had deep feelings for them and let them know it.  

  Like mothers, we’re to be self-sacrificing. When Islamic terrorists opened fire during a concert inside the Bataclan 

Theater (picture) in Paris in November of 2015, nearly 90 people lost their lives. 35 year-old, Elsa Delplace (picture) 

was among them but her final actions were heroic. When police officers secured the building, her 5-year-old boy was 

discovered hidden under Delplace’s lifeless body. This young mother sacrificed herself to save her son, using her body 

as a shield to protect Louis from the terrorists, ultimately sacrificing her life for him.  

  “We were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves.” They didn’t just give a message 

but gave themselves. Their willing sacrifice of themselves affirmed all their teaching. There’s an intensity here. Sharing 

the gospel isn’t to be halfhearted. Reaching people and ministering to them must be intensely sacrificial.  

  Like mothers, we’re to be hard working. Hard work is to be part of a healthy believer’s DNA. The biblical ethic of 

work is labeled cruel by some. In 2 Thessalonians 3:10 Paul didn’t pull any punches, “For even when we were with you, 

we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.” Disciple-making is hard work. Those 

in ministry are to be diligent, hard workers. Spending time in God’s Word and prayer demands holy sweat.  

  Paul not only shared the gospel and discipled young believers he also worked as a tentmaker. Disciple-making isn’t a 

vacation. Like Paul our lives should be invested in service for the Lord.  

  It wasn’t just busy work, it was to share the gospel, “while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.” Churches are 

renowned for having programs without purpose. At Grace, other that biblical truth and what Scripture commands, we 

don’t have “sacred cows.” Sacred cows make great hamburgers. Years ago at Thanksgiving we’d have a “Harvest 



Celebration”  as an outreach activity so people could invite lost friends and family and join us for a pre-Thanksgiving 

Dinner and a gospel presentation. When it devolved into a church potluck, we put it on the butcher block.  

  We are to be encouraging like a father. “For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of 

you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and 

glory.” Like a father, Paul was wise in his dealings with these young Christians. He exhorted them, which shows the 

earnestness of his appeal. He encouraged them, which shows that he was very sensitive of their difficult circumstances 

and as a result was discerning in his exhortation. He charged them with firmness and without compromise. There was a 

tender definiteness in his dealings with them. The outcome of all of this was that Paul’s converts would walk worthy of 

God. We don’t walk worthy of God to be accepted by God and be part of His family. We walk worthy of God because 

we are part of His family.  

  Too often we think we’re done if we share information when we lead a Bible study or explain a passage. Can you 

imagine a Dad explaining to his daughter how to ride a bike but never working with her, staying beside her as she 

learned to ride a bike? To succeed she needs coaching and encouragement. She’s going to crash a few times. Her Dad 

needs to be there to help her get back on the bike. That’s what we’re to do for young believers spiritually. They’re going 

to blow it. Failure is never final with God!  

  Jackie Robinson (picture) was the first black to play major league baseball. Breaking baseball’s color barrier, he faced 

jeering crowds in every stadium. While playing one day in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error. The 

fans began to ridicule him. He stood at second base, humiliated, while the fans jeered. But then, shortstop Pee Wee 

Reese (picture) came over and stood next to him. He put his arm around Jackie and faced the crowd. The fans grew 

quiet. Robinson later said that arm around his shoulder saved his career. 

  The Church today needs more encouragers. There are certainly enough critics. Pagans judge and criticize. It’s not to be 

us! One of the ways that God offers comfort to those who are heartbroken is by sending a friend to put their arm around 

their shoulder with encouragement and compassion.  

  A worthy walk requires walking. The Christian life is not one of sitting or settling. It should frighten us if we think 

we’ve come to the point that we know enough or have arrived spiritually. Paul frequently uses “walk” as a metaphor for 

the Christian life. A walk is a step by step process of making steady progress toward a destination. Day by day a believer 

is to walk with God. Our goal is to continually make progress in godliness. If you’re not spending consistent time alone 

with God, you’re not walking with Him.  

  My friend, are you more like Jesus today than you were six months or a year ago? If not, you’re standing still and in 

reality, you’re losing ground.  

  Please notice that a worthy walk takes place in the sphere of God’s kingdom and glory. God’s kingdom is His rule, 

which begins now and is culminated when Jesus returns. We’re to walk in submission to our King now. When He 

returns, we will see His glory and we’ll share it with Him.  

  Paul was an encourager. Are you? Are you encouraging those in your family? In your church family?  

  Like fathers, we’re to be examples. Verse 10. “You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and 

blameless was our conduct toward you believers.” These words all have a similar feel in indicating Paul’s behavior was 

above reproach. He wasn’t sinless. He still blew it, but he lived as example. His life was aimed in the right direction. As 

a spiritual father, he was committed to setting a good example for his spiritual children to emulate. He saw his role as a 

means of modeling Christlikeness for new believers. We have the same responsibility. You can’t effectively disciple 

others unless you have moral integrity before God on the heart level. 

  A young boy became ill with terminal cancer. Although the boy had accepted Christ, his Dad wasn’t sure how to talk to 

his son about dying and meeting the Lord. After praying and seeking the direction of the Holy Spirit, he went with a 

heavy heart through the hospital ward to his son’s bedside. First he read a passage of Scripture and had a time of prayer 

with his boy. Then he gently told him that the doctors could promise him only a few more days to live. “Are you afraid 

to meet Jesus?” asked the Dad. Blinking away a few tears, the little boy said, “No, not if He’s like you, Dad!”  

  God has called each of us to be gentle like mothers and encouraging like fathers to those who are coming behind us. 

Paul was! May we follow his wonderful example! 

 

Conclusion: The Church desperately needs those who will give of themselves to younger believers, who will be selfless 

and care like parents for spiritual children. We dare not be some “religious social club.” We have a mission of reaching 

the lost and nurturing new believers. 

  This is a generation that’s crumbling under the gravity of spiritual emptiness. We desperately need a new generation of 

spiritual parents to disciple those coming behind us. It’s not a job; it’s a life of love and grace.  

  God has called us to live for something with eternal significance, a life of an all-consuming nature of sacrificial love 

and care that must flow within every local church family. The church at Thessalonica flourished in spite of persecution. 



Under great duress they were committed to sharing the gospel with all of those around them. They had been born right 

and nourished right. It’s the example we need to follow and we must leave.  

   Let me ask again: Are you a disciple (follower) of Jesus Christ? If not, that’s your main need! Trust in Him as your 

Savior and Lord today. He offers you mercy, forgiveness of all your sins, and eternal life as a free gift. Are you discipling 

others (deliberately helping them to become followers of Christ)? If not, please make that your goal! Ask the Lord where 

you should begin. It’s the culture we must cultivate in our church to please the Lord.  

  I’m now in the last leg of my ministry and my clock is winding down. If you’ve been around me very much, then you 

know that I am far from perfect. God has been so gracious to me.  

  Too many of my contemporaries have made shipwrecks of their lives and ministry. In recent years, the moral failure of 

several celebrity preachers has made national headlines. I’ve prayed many times and asked the Lord to take me Home 

before I’d blow it and bring shame to His name.  

  I love J. Robertson McQuilkin (picture), former President of Columbia International University. His wife, Muriel, was 

diagnosed with dementia and he determined to care for her, as she had always cared for him…all the way. He resigned 

from being the President in order to do that. 

  Recently, I stumbled across a poem that he wrote when he was 50, just a little bit before they discovered that Muriel 

had dementia. It expresses my heart’s desire to finish strongly for Jesus. May this powerful godly cry permeate your soul 

as it has mine. Each step we take is one day closer toward Home. Will we finish well? Will we walk worthy of His 

kingdom and glory? 

 

It’s sundown, Lord. 

The shadows of my life stretch back 

into the dimness of the years long spent. 

I fear not death, for that grim foe betrays himself at last, 

thrusting me forever into life: 

 

Life with You, unsoiled and free. 

But I do fear. I fear the Dark Spectre may come too soon 

- or do I mean, too late? 

That I should end before I finish or 

finish, but not well. 

That I should stain Your honor, shame Your name, 

grieve Your loving heart. 

Few, they tell me, finish well . . . 

Lord, let me get home before dark. 

 

The darkness of a spirit 

grown mean and small, 

fruit shriveled on the vine, 

bitter to the taste of my companions, 

burden to be borne by those brave few 

who love me still. 

No, Lord. Let the fruit grow lush and sweet, 

A joy to all who taste; 

Spirit-sign of God at work, 

stronger, fuller, brighter at the end. 

Lord, let me get home before dark. 

 

The darkness of tattered gifts, 

rust-locked, half-spent or ill-spent, 

A life that once was used of God 

now set aside. 

Grief for glories gone or 

Fretting for a task God never gave. 

Mourning in the hollow chambers of memory, 

Gazing on the faded banners of victories long gone. 



Cannot I run well unto the end? 

Lord, let me get home before dark. 

 

The outer me decays - 

I do not fret or ask reprieve. 

The ebbing strength but weans me from mother earth 

and grows me up for heaven. 

I do not cling to shadows cast by immortality. 

I do not patch the scaffold lent to build the real, eternal me. 

I do not clutch about me my cocoon, 

vainly struggling to hold hostage 

a free spirit pressing to be born. 

 

But will I reach the gate 

in lingering pain, body distorted, grotesque? 

Or will it be a mind 

wandering untethered among light phantasies or grim terrors? 

Of Your grace, Father, I humbly ask. . . 

Let me get home before dark. 

 

 


