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Aren’t you thankful that things are beginning to open up? It’s wonderful to be out in public and actually see faces.  

  We’ve missed a lot during the last year. Did you miss going to the movies? I did. I particularly missed super hero 

movies. Have you ever put together how that most super heroes had a significant life change take place before becoming 

a super hero? Peter Parker/Spiderman (picture) is bit by a radioactive spider. Tony Stark/Iron Man (picture) gets 

superpower from a metal suit after a traumatic heart injury. Steve Rogers/Captain America (picture) receives powers 

from super soldier serum.  

  But you don’t have to be bitten by a radioactive spider, have a critical heart injury, be injected with super soldier serum 

to have a lifechanging experience. God’s Word accepted and applied to our lives is Life-Changing. The Apostle Paul 

unpacks that for us in 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 (p. 986).  

  These verses are about the anchor God’s Word holds for us no matter what happens. Paul knew this from personal 

experience. He’d only preached three weeks in Thessalonica before being run out of town by a mob, leaving behind a 

group of baby Christians. 1 Thessalonians was written to encourage them in the face of opposition and life changes 

outside of their control.  

  The Bible isn’t some out of touch book. It’s a road map for this life and eternity. Yet, we who trust what it says about 

forgiveness, going to heaven and eternal life rarely consult it for day to day life. Then, we wonder why we’re stressed, 

frustrated, angry, emotionally, mentally and spiritually lost. God’s Word will get you through today, tomorrow and 

eternity, but we must read it, believe it and apply it. That’s what Paul tells us in these verses.  

 

1. Believing the Bible means accepting its authority for every area of life. “And we also thank God constantly for 

this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as 

what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.” 

  Paul was thankful that they were in God’s Word. They not only read it, and listened to it, they accepted it. How do you 

respond to God’s Word? 

   “Received means “welcomed.” The Bible wasn’t a book plopped on the coffee table. It’s welcomed. It was a special 

guest in their homes. And Paul was thankful that they welcomed God’s Word. Are you thankful for those in your life 

who welcome God’s Word? If your spouse or parent or child welcomes God’s Word, you’ll know it. It’s life changing.  

  Studies have shown that the divorce rate among professing Christians is nearly identical to those who don’t know the 

Lord. Why? If there is continual strife in the marriage or the family, I can almost guarantee you God’s Word is not a 

priority in that home. Maybe one spouse reads it and seeks to live it out. Yet, unless both are committed to God’s Word, 

it’s like driving a car with a flat tire. You can turn the radio up until it rattles the windows but you can’t shut out the 

racket. Families try to do that by going on a dream vacation or buying some big toy like jet skis. It’s won’t cut it. You’re 

still driving through life with a flat tire. Can you hear the ”whop, whop, whop?”  

  Maybe you’re thinking, “How do you know that?” Because I know the transforming power God’s Word has in my life. 

I wouldn’t want to be around me if I wasn’t consistently in the Word. Warren Wiersbe (picture) said, “The way a 

Christian treats his Bible shows how he regards Jesus Christ.”    

  Maybe you’re listening and you’re a skeptic. I challenge you to take the Bible for a test drive. Please don’t blow it off 

as some out of touch book because that’s what you’ve heard. Check it out for yourself. The Bible centers on Jesus. Start 

with the Fab Four: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

  If we’re going to accept the Bible as God’s Word, there are vital facts we must know. Our time is limited so we’re only 

touching on some key words.  

  The Bible is inspired. When we say the Bible is inspired we mean that God is its definitive author. While God used 

human beings to record His words, it’s God Himself who is behind what they wrote. God didn’t just inspire the big ideas 

of the Bible, but the very words of Scripture. The Greek word Scripture uses to describe this is theopneustos. 2 Tim. 

3:16, “All Scripture is breathed out (theopneustos) by God.” As a trumpeter breathes into his instrument and his fingers 

control the flow of breath through the tubes, so God breathed His Word through human instruments and controlled the 

words used without in any way violating the freedom of the human writer. The Bible was written by 40 different authors 

over a period of 1600 years. It’s consistency and continuity is miraculous. One can see a writer’s personality and 

temperament coming through even as it’s still the very word of God.  

  The Bible is inerrant. God used human authors to pen the words He wanted without any mixture of error. God used 

these men – with their personalities, writing styles, vocabularies, life experiences, illustrations and metaphors – to 

express His message as He wanted it, yet without mistakes. In this way the Bible has a dual-authorship: God and man. 

Yet we recognize that it is God Himself who is behind the Bible’s message. 



  The Bible is infallible. The Bible is incapable of error. Because God is perfect, so is His revelation. God’s Word 

accomplishes exactly what God wants it to, “My word that comes from My mouth will not return to Me empty, but it will 

accomplish what I please and will prosper in what I send it to do” (Isa. 55:11). What we believe about God and what we 

believe about the Bible are intertwined and can’t be separated. What we know about God comes from the Bible. 

Scripture says God cannot lie (Heb. 6:18). If the Bible is God’s Word, and if He can’t lie, then His Word must be 

incapable of error. 

  The Bible is incisive. God’s Word can penetrate our thoughts, move our hearts, prick our consciences and conquer our 

wills. Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 

division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” Scripture 

penetrates into the very core of our being. It exposes our thoughts, desires and motives. It’s the instrument the Spirit uses 

to draw us to God and to bring about conviction of sin. Like living seed, it goes down into the soil of the soul where it 

germinates and regenerates. “You have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 

through the living and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 1:23).  

  The power of God’s Word was experienced by a Chinese man named Xiao-Hu-Huang, who lived in Germany with his 

wife, Kirstin. He was a Buddhist. Kirstin didn’t believe in God at all. One day, she went looking for a book in Chinese to 

surprise him for his birthday. But she couldn’t find any book written in Chinese for her husband, except for a Chinese 

translation of the Bible. So, even though she wasn’t religious and he was Buddhist, she bought the book for her husband, 

hoping he’d recognize that it was the thought that counts. Her husband wasn’t too happy with the present but since it was 

one of the only Chinese books he had that he hadn’t read, he began to read it.  

  Gradually, as he read, he was persuaded of the truth of God’s Word and began to share it with Kirstin. But Kirsten was 

angry. She’d rejected Christianity in her youth and wanted nothing to do with it. This led to open conflict in their 

marriage and Kirsten began to read the Bible just to prove her husband wrong and show him why she had rejected 

Christianity and why he should too. But then Kirsten came to believe the truth of God’s Word. They both became 

believers and were convinced from Scripture they needed to find a church to receive support from other believers. 

Ultimately, they joined a Bible-believing church and were baptized.  

  God’s Word is powerful! It brings about life and spiritual growth. The Thessalonians accepted God’s Word, obeyed it 

by faith, and the Word went to work in their lives. It’s not enough to own a Bible, believe it, read it or even appreciate 

the Bible. We must apply God’s Word to our lives. We must be hearers and doers of the Word (James 1:19-25). The 

Bible can be life changing but only as you apply it to your life.  

  My friend, if you’re not going through tough times, you will. The Word of God is a great source of strength in times of 

testing. If we appreciate the Word (the heart), appropriate the Word (the mind), and apply the Word (the will), then the 

whole person will be controlled by God’s Word and God will give us the power we need. That’s what the Thessalonians 

discovered. Have you discovered it? Angus MacLeay (picture), “The normal Christian life involves God’s Word 

working in you whilst the world works against you.” 

2. Believing the Bible means accepting the opposition it brings.  “For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches 

of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from 

the Jews.” During the Civil War, most soldiers were issued single-shot, muzzle-loading rifles. After the Battle of 

Gettysburg (picture), 27,574 guns were recovered from the battlefield, their owners having fled or died. Incredibly, 

24,000 were still loaded! Half of those were loaded more than once, one shot jammed on top of another, without ever 

being fired! One poor guy apparently had loaded his rifle 23 times without ever actually shooting! Fear or the chaos of 

battle had confused them.  

  That happens to a lot of Christians. When biblical truth is needed most we forget to pull the trigger. The Bible compares 

the Christian life to being in a war with each believer as a soldier. But are we? For the last few years evangelicals have 

been attacked BUT, have we been attacked for our faith or for our politics? They’re not the same. Other than someone 

like Colorado baker, Jack Phillips (picture), are Christians in America really persecuted?  

  Have you or anyone you know lost their job because they’re a Christian?   Have you or anyone you know been cussed 

out or called names by neighbors because they’re a Christian? Have you or anyone you know been ridiculed at work, in 

your family or anywhere else because they’re a Christian? 

  Russell Moore (picture) recently asked this question in a blog, “Why aren’t the atheists angry?” In it Moore shares 

that over the last decade he’s seen a shift. In the past atheists angrily confronted him at talks on university campuses. Not 

today. Now they politely ask questions. On an Ivy League campus a student said, “I just have never met anybody who 

really thinks people come back from the dead, so I was curious as to how that could be?” Moore points out that what’s 

killed off the angry atheism movement isn’t that there aren’t atheists anymore (surveys suggest there are more now than 

before). It’s instead that Christianity is so discounted that it’s not worth arguing. It’s no more of an intellectual challenge 

than Greek mythology.  



  It reminds me of an incident shared in the Eugene Peterson’s biography, A Burning In My Bones (picture). Peterson 

and a group of Christian writers were discussing the then fiery assassination threats coming from the Ayatollah and other 

radical Islamic clerics against writer Salman Rushdie for his alleged blasphemy. Virginia Owens (picture), told the 

group: “I wish someone took my writing seriously enough to want to kill me.” 

  Why aren’t we persecuted for our faith? It’s not that atheists have stopped taking atheism seriously as much as that they 

now think Christians don’t take Christianity seriously. What we often call persecution is in reality that we’re made 

mildly uncomfortable. The Thessalonian believers were persecuted because they were upfront and out there with their 

faith. American Christians are rarely suffering. For the most part we’re not out there with our faith. Yet, not only did the 

Thessalonians suffer, but they also persevered in suffering.  

  Please understand, I’m not suggesting that we should be obnoxious or rude, yet it shouldn’t take long when someone 

knows you that they also know you’re a Christian and that being a Christ-follower is counter-cultural. The Christian life 

was never intended to be a bed of roses. We’re called to be witnesses. It has a price. If the vast majority of your friends 

and socializing is with Christians, you won’t be a witness. You’re in a “holy huddle.”  

  Jesus was “the friend of sinners” (Matt. 11:19). Are we? Would your lost neighbor…co-worker who you’ve witnessed 

to say that you’re a friend? Persecution for the sake of Christ is evidence of the genuineness of the faith of those who 

suffer it. Are you facing any opposition? If not, maybe you don’t have a genuine faith? If you’re seeking to win your 

world, you’ll be attacked. The opposition of unbelieving hearts are especially targeted at believers who faithfully seek to 

build gospel bridges and share their faith.  

  We have a mission to storm the gates of Hell (Matt. 16:18). Eternal souls are in the balance. We can’t be passive. But 

lost people don’t want to be told the truth, that they’re sinners, doomed and in need of a Savior. They want to think 

they’re nice, moral people. Hell will be filled with nice, moral people who never trusted Christ. Because of our faith at 

some point each Christian will face some opposition. Imitating Christ is not passivity. It’s forged in the heat of spiritual 

warfare.    

  Understand, it may not be human persecution. It may be Satanic as he brings trials in  your life. All of a sudden you 

find that you’re having marital or family problems you hadn’t had before. Maybe it’s pressure at work. If you’re seeking 

to win your world, seeking to advance Christ’s Kingdom, Satan will target you. Let’s be like these Thessalonians. 

Imitate faithful believers who have come before you. Keep on sharing. Persevere in the heat.  

  Do we really believe Jesus’ words that we’re blessed when we’re persecuted? “Blessed are you when others revile you 

and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account” (Matthew 5:11).  

  Alistair Begg (picture) reminds us that we must “choose between obedience and comfort. The next decades will not 

bring apathy to the gospel, but antagonism. And that’s OK. After all, that has been the reality of most of God’s people 

through most of history.” We’re headed for increasing persecution if we faithfully hold to what Scripture teaches. Will 

you persevere and hold to Scripture’s teachings under persecution, or will you capitulate to our godless culture to avoid 

it? 

 

3. Believing the Bible means accepting God’s judgment on society. “Who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, 

and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they 

might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!”  

  Were you shocked at the mass shooting in San Jose? Are you shocked that 227 people have been killed in Chicago this 

year? That’s 36 more than 2020. Or that there have been nearly 70 homicides in Milwaukee already this year.  

  While we’re still shocked at mass shootings (thank goodness), often we’ve become desensitized to daily homicides in 

our large cities. It’s become “normal.” For these 1st century Christians persecution was normal. It’s normal for most 

Christians around the world today.  

  In late May a Muslim attack killed 37 Christians in Nigeria. Christians were butchered to death, including children. In 

the Middle East and central Asian countries, new Christians are considered traitors to native religious traditions and their 

own families. Many are isolated or beaten to “bring them back to their senses,” yet Christianity is growing 

astronomically. What the Thessalonian believers experienced from unbelievers has been repeated for the past 2,000 

years.  

  Paul describes the suffering of the people of God throughout history. “Who killed both the Lord Jesus and the 

prophets.” The Church was part of the bigger pattern of the gospel, a painful pattern that not only includes all churches 

and believers, but also the Lord Jesus and the prophets.  

  We have four examples of this type of suffering: the suffering of the prophets, the suffering of Jesus, the suffering of 

Paul, and the suffering of churches. Paul includes the Thessalonians in this. He wants to encourage them and us, as we 

see suffering in the light of God’s bigger picture. We must look at suffering and connect it to the Savior. It’s how we can 



endure.  We see our suffering in light of our union with Christ and the prophets and other churches and believers around 

the world and through the ages. Recognizing this connection is crucial.  

  It’s not generalized suffering from living in a sin-contaminated  world. It’s suffering because of our love for Jesus and 

God’s Word. We anger the lost and bring on their wrath because we teach that all are sinners and there’s only one way of 

salvation – the cross of Christ. Lost people hate to be confronted with God’s reality that they aren’t good people and the 

exclusivity of Christ. No one can be forgiven or go to heaven by obeying the 10 commandments or being baptized or 

being moral. Jesus is the only way!  

  “Who killed both the Lord Jesus. Some accuse Paul of going all Mel Gibson (picture) on them. Recently, Gibson faced 

backlash again for antisemitic comments to Jewish actress Winona Ryder (picture) calling her an “oven dodger.” In 

2006 Gibson was forced to apologize to a Los Angeles police officer when the actor shouted abuses at him during an 

arrest, including the claim “the Jews are responsible for all the wars in the world.”  

  Paul loved his Jewish countrymen, longing for their salvation. After writing this letter while in Corinth, Paul went to 

Ephesus and continued his practice of going to the synagogue first to preach the gospel. Yet, he wasn’t going to avoid 

the fact that God’s own people had rejected one prophet after another, something Jesus Himself says in Matthew 23. 

They had killed not only God’s prophets, but even God’s own Son. Jesus died under Pontius Pilate and Roman soldiers 

actually performed the execution. But over and over again in the Gospels and the book of Acts, the Jewish authorities 

and the nation of unbelieving Jews as a whole are held responsible for the death of Jesus. This is the only place in Paul’s 

letters where he states this so clearly. 

  Paul would have been horrified to learn that later others would use his words to justify antisemitism. His strong 

language here is not antisemitic, it’s anti-unbelief. He has equally strong language about Gentile unbelief elsewhere. 

Anyone—Jew or Gentile—who opposes God’s message of salvation going out is diametrically opposed to God Himself, 

so strong language fits. Anyone who rejects the gospel rejects the Son of God, and anyone who rejects the Son of God is 

an enemy of God. 

  It’s why Paul accuses the Jews of “opposing all mankind” by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they 

might be saved. Their hostility to all is this: they try to prevent the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles. But the most 

loving thing that you can do for others is to share the gospel with them and allow them access to the message that God 

has provided a way to be forgiven and escape His wrath through Jesus.  

  It’s diabolical that there are some who want to prevent others from hearing the gospel and how they can be rescued 

from eternal damnation. If you want to go to hell it’s your business, but please don’t take others with you.  

  There are those who will never attend a church, but will try to prevent others from attending. They will never pray in 

the public schools, but will threaten a lawsuit against anyone who does. They never go to church but use zoning laws to 

keep churches out of communities. They never attend a home Bible study but get irate if a neighbor hosts one. They 

reject Christ but mock a co-worker who comes to faith. They create an ungodly atmosphere, attempting to intimidate 

Christians into silence. Such people are all around us. Not all unbelievers fit this pattern, but some do. They do all that 

they can to oppose Christians who are seeking to rescue people from Hell.  

  Persecution is here. It’s going to increase. You don’t have to convince believers in China or Iran of the value of the 

local church and the importance of consistently gathering together. It’s in the local church where we stand together in 

times of trials, pray for and encourage each other. Isolated Christians are very vulnerable. It was when Elijah isolated 

himself from other faithful Israelites that he became depressed and suicidal. As we will see in chapter 3, one reason Paul 

sent Timothy back to Thessalonica was to encourage these believers. A lonely, isolated saint is a sitting duck for Satanic 

attacks. We need each other. We’re in a spiritual war.  

  Judgement Day is coming! “So as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!” 

The wrath of God is a Bible truth that should bring great encouragement to believers in the midst of persecution. They 

need to know that God will always have the last word.  

  “Filling up the measure of their sins” is like the mafia building up a stockpile of weapons, and finding the storeroom 

overflowing so that their malicious plans become obvious to law enforcement with the evidence of what they’ve 

obtained illegally.  

  In the end, no one gets away with anything. It will all come out. God’s judgement has fallen and will fall. Today 

Palestine is continually in the news. Did you know the name Palestine came from the Romans? It’s a derivative of 

Philistine, the lifelong enemy of the Jews and a planned insult.  

  In 70 A.D. Rome had had enough of the rebellious Jews and destroyed Jerusalem. They built a temple to their pagan 

god, Jupiter, on the site of the Jewish temple. Jews were banished from the country on penalty of death. For nearly 2,000 

years the Jews passed into oblivion. Their persecution of Christians brought God’s judgement. The expression 

“wandering Jew” became proverbial. The Jews have been blamed for the ills of the world, accused of horrible atrocities, 

held responsible for the Black Death, and made the world’s scapegoats.  



  Remember that the Jewish leaders told Pilate, “His [Jesus’] blood be upon us and on our children” (Matt. 27:25). It 

has been. History shows how horribly their self-imposed curse has haunted them. It includes Hitler’s slaughter of six 

million Jews. But yet to be fulfilled is Zechariah 13:8, which predicts a time when two-thirds of the Jews will perish, but 

one third will survive and believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah. Heaven awaits all who have committed their lives to 

Christ. Wrath awaits those who reject Him.  

  C.J. Mahaney wisely said (picture), “Some might find it surprising that I would teach my nine-year-old about God’s 

wrath toward sin. But I find it surprising that any loving person would withhold this truth from another person they love. 

Because only when we understand God’s wrath toward sin can we realize that we need to be saved from it. Only when 

we hear the very bad news that we’re deserving of judgment can we appreciate the very good news that God has 

provided salvation through His Son.” 

 

Conclusion: God’s Word is life changing. Has it changed yours? If not, is it because it’s not part of your life? Maybe 

you wonder why you lack peace, joy or struggle with guilt, anger or depression? We may face limited persecution. We 

will all face suffering. It’s inevitable. Thirty years ago the second funeral I conducted was for a mother of two in her 

thirties who died from cancer. Joyce Bostow knew Jesus and was ready. Suffering is coming. Are you ready? The only 

anchor that will get you through is the anchor of God’s Word. Let’s wrap this up with two concluding thoughts: 

  1. There are certain unchangeable facts which are true and which must be believed if we are to be truly Christian. 

These truths are not like the shifting tides of human opinion. They don’t change with the latest poll. These truths make 

Christianity what it is. If they’re neglected or denied, our faith loses its foundation. Our only basis of authority is the 

Bible. Like Martin Luther (picture) at the Diet of Worms, we say, “Our conscience is bound by the Word of God. Here 

we stand. We can do no other.” Our only basis of authority is the Bible. God’s Word is the only thing truly life changing. 

Such a stand won’t win us brownie points with a lost world.  

  Let me sharpen the point a bit. Suppose someone were to ask why you’re a Christian? It’s not enough to say, “I believe 

in Jesus because He solves my problems” or “I come to this church because there are so many nice people here.” We 

must not claim to be Christians simply because of some advantage we receive. We must believe because the message is 

from God and is therefore true. It’s the anchor of our souls. No other answer will suffice. 

  2. God’s wrath is a terrible reality that comes upon every individual, institution and nation that turns away from 

Him. There is such a thing as true moral guilt. We’re sinners by nature, by birth, and choice. If we deny this, soften, or 

shy away from it, we don’t believe the Bible. This truth is badly needed today. We don’t help people by hiding it from 

them.  

  Only when people see that they are under the wrath of God are they ready to hear about God’s great love for them. You 

must get people lost before you can get them saved. Once someone acknowledges their personal need, then you can tell 

them about Jesus and how His death and resurrection provides the full payment for their sins. Once they know that, 

they’re ready to enter into a personal relationship with God. This means every person faces a solemn choice: To go their 

own way and face judgment, or to turn to God in Christ…receive salvation, forgiveness and a brand-new life, an eternal 

one. 

  When someone says in their heart, “I have decided to follow Jesus,” he/she has made the choice to step off the path of 

death and onto the path of life. They have turned off that steep road that leads down to hell and set their feet on the path 

that leads to heaven. 

  God’s Word is life-changing. Has it changed your life? Have you believed what it says about salvation, about going to 

heaven?  

  Suffering is coming. Is the Bible the anchor for your soul? God’s Word is the only thing that will get us through this 

life and into eternal life. There is no substitute for the Word of God. It’s Life-changing!   

 


