
Why?                                                                                    Matthew 28:19-20  

Who’s Your One?                                                                                Sermon 01 

 

 How well do you know your company logos? Do you like playing games? Are you good at them? We want to 

play a “one word” game. We’re going to show some popular logos, then I want you to answer with just one 

word what type of business this company is in? Ready?  

• Starbucks – (picture)  

• McDonald’s – (picture) 

• Coca-Cola – (picture) 

• Disney – (picture) 

• Target – (picture) 

• Nike – (picture) 

• Netflix – (picture) 

• University of Georgia – (picture) 

• Church – (picture) 

  What kind of “business” are we in? Why do we have church? What’s our purpose? What are we all doing 

here? Until we can answer those questions as a church, it’s difficult to know what we’re supposed to be doing.  

  I once read about a church that started serving weekly chicken dinners in order to reach out to the community. 

The dinners became so popular they started serving them more frequently. Eventually, they were doing so well 

with the dinners, they just shut down the church and became a restaurant instead! That’s an example of a church 

that lost sight of its purpose! 

  Corporate America knows it’s purpose. For example, the purpose statement for Disney is: “We create 

happiness by providing the finest in entertainment for people of all ages, everywhere.” The purpose statement 

of McDonalds: “McDonald’s brand mission is to be our customers’ favorite place and way to eat and drink.” 

Some companies like Chick-fil-A include God in their purpose statement: “To glorify God by being a faithful 

steward to all that is entrusted to us. To have a positive influence on all who come in contact with Chick-fil-A.”  

  What’s the business of the church? Our purpose? Most church attendees and many pastors would have a hard 

time coming up with their purpose. In the words of John Swigert (picture) from Apollo 13, “Houston, we have 

a problem?” If we don’t know what our “business” is, how will we ever accomplish it? What’s the problem? 

Often we’re so busy doing church, we’ve forgotten how to be the church. We’ve forgotten our purpose.  

  We’re beginning a several week study, Who’s Your One? (picture). For the next few weeks we’re going to 

working through what the Bible says about outreach or evangelism. At Grace, it’s tied into our purpose 

statement. We repeat it every week. It’s our DNA. It’s vital we understand this or we won’t know why we’re 

here. We’ll be little more than a religious social club.  

  Jesus told us to “Go and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). It doesn’t get much clearer than 

that. Jesus could have said: Go build strong marriages. Go raise healthy families. Go care for the poor. Go clean 

up the streets. Go fix government…but He didn’t. Jesus said, “Go make disciples.” What’s our purpose? 

Making Disciples.  

  Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. He knew the best way to communicate His life changing message 

of salvation to a sinful world is through the personal experience and witness of individual people, His disciples 

– Discipleship, what we refer to as Christ followers.  

  Discipleship begins at salvation. That’s the first step. It’s not enough to be going to heaven, Jesus wants us to 

grow and learn to be heavenly now. Salvation is like a newborn but parents know that there’s a lot more than 

just getting the baby safely alive. There’s ongoing growth and maturity.  

  We find an important incident in the book of Acts about a Roman centurion who feared God but hadn’t heard 

the gospel, Acts 10:1-6 (p. 918). There are some critical insights here we don’t want to miss.  

  Cornelius is a God-fearing man who prayed. He’s generous. But he still needed to have someone share the 

gospel with him. What’s shocking is that while God sends Cornelius an angel BUT the angel doesn’t share the 

gospel with him. Instead the angel gives Cornelius detailed instructions to find Peter so that Peter could sharing 

the gospel with him. Why?  



  God doesn’t use angels to share the gospel. He uses us, people…disciples to share the gospel. Wouldn’t it be 

more efficient if God used angels? We could have an angel in every house, even orbiting the earth shouting the 

message. God instead chose to use us. He’s chosen people to reach people. Someone said, “Without God we 

can’t; without us He won’t.”  

    What does it mean that we’re Gospel-focused? If you’re taking notes.  

 

1. Without the gospel, there is no discipleship and there is no church. The gospel gives discipleship its 

direction. We’re not making disciples of a political party or even of our church. Our “business” is to produce 

disciples of Christ. It distinguishes us from every other religion or group.  

  Remember a few years ago when Tiger Woods (picture) got into a big mess. Media personality, Brit Hume 

(picture) made headlines when he said Tiger Woods needed to convert from Buddhism to Christianity because 

Buddhism doesn’t offer forgiveness and redemption from sin.  

  Buddhists don’t believe in “sin” in the sense that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 

3:23). Christians believe in sin. We believe “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from every sin” (1 

John 1:7). We believe there’s only salvation from sin through Christ. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). That’s the gospel. It’s our message!  

  What’s the gospel? Romans 1:16 says, For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” Consider the crucial terms in this 

description of the gospel.  

  a. It’s the power of God. The gospel is the effective, transforming power of God acting on the human soul, 

imparting life to the dead, light to the blind, understanding to the ignorant, wisdom to the foolish, belief to the 

unbelieving–all of which are aspects of regeneration, the new birth.  

  b. It’s the power of God. It’s not man’s power or the church’s power. It’s God’s power. It never fails. All the 

glory and praise for it go to God alone.  

  c. It’s the power of God for salvation. The gospel saves us from sin and guilt. It saves from the wrath of God. 

It saves us from something we all need to be rescued from – sin.   

  d. It’s the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. You must believe to be saved by this gospel. 

To those who don’t believe it’s not good news. It’s bad news. John 3:18b, “he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” “For the word 

of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God” (1 

Corinthians 1:18).  

  All those who believe are saved by the gospel. That’s the power of God. Jesus said: “whoever believes in 

Him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:15-16). The gospel is the power of God for salvation and is 

available for everyone.  

  Let’s illustrate this. Suppose you’re not feeling well, so you decide to go to the doctor for a check-up. He says, 

“Let’s run some tests.” When the results come back, the doctor says, “I’m sorry. I’ve got some bad news. 

You’ve contracted a very rare disease—the African Cheesecake Virus. You evidently got a bad batch. 

Unfortunately, the disease is fatal. There’s only one cure. A medicine has just been developed but you have to 

take it immediately to have any chance of surviving.” You agree and take the bottle of medicine from the 

doctor. Then you go home, put the bottle on the shelf and promptly forget about it. So what will happen to you?  

  What will happen if you don’t take the medicine? You’ll die. The medicine by itself does you no good. It’s not 

enough to own the medicine. It’s not enough to think to yourself, “I’ll take that medicine someday.” You’ve got 

to personally take the medicine now…today! If you don’t, we’ll be having your funeral in a few days. 

  It’s the same with the gospel. You and I are sick with the disease of sin. Maybe you’ve been sick for a long 

time and didn’t know it. The gospel is the soul medicine you need. It has the power to save you from sin.  

  It won’t do you any good if you never take the medicine. Only the gospel has the power to save you. 

 

2. Our purpose begins with the gospel. In the Greek, gospel is the translation of the noun euangelion which 

means “good news.” The verb form, euangelizo, means “to bring or announce good news.” Our world 

desperately needs this good news. Not only the world but individuals need God’s good news. Everyone you 

meet needs this good news. The term gospel is found some 100 times in the Bible. It’s what God has called us 



to do, to share His good news, the good news that saved us. We’re to share it, not hoard or hide it. Let’s be clear 

on what the gospel is not…  

  The gospel is not about being a good person. Many atheists live decent lives. How good is good? Most have a 

warped idea of the true standard against which our goodness is measured. If goodness were enough, God didn’t 

need to send Jesus. Jesus had to die on the cross to make forgiveness possible. Being a good person, morality, 

won’t make someone a Christian. 

   The gospel is not about going to church. People go to church for a multitude of reasons. Does that mean all 

of them are Christians? Of course not. Mafia members go to church. Some go to church because it’s a social 

habit. Others because of their family. It’s true Christians go to church and take an active part, attending church 

though won’t make you a Christian. 

  The gospel is not about believing in God. Most people will say they believe God exists, so are they all 

Christians? Colonel James Irwin (picture), remembered for his Apollo 15 moon mission, shares while he was in 

the Middle East a Muslim leader said to him, “You talk about God so much, why aren’t you a Muslim?” If you 

can be a Muslim and believe in God, then it’s not “believing in God” that makes you a Christian. 

  The gospel is not about reading your Bible or praying. Christians love the Bible and read it. Yet reading the 

Bible doesn't mean you’re a Christian. When Karl Marx (picture) was seventeen years old, he wrote a good 

explanation on part of John's Gospel. Theologians agree with much of what he wrote, but Marx eventually 

rejected the Bible. Most of his life, he called himself an atheist, a Communist – anything but a Christian. 

  Praying won't make you a Christian. While Christians pray, so do other religions – Muslims, Hindus. You can 

pray and not be a Christian. 

  The gospel IS about grace. Grace is not justice or fairness. Grace means repentant sinners like you and me 

don’t get what the justice we deserve.  

  One cartoon showed a husband and a wife standing in a long, curving line before the gates of Heaven. They 

were waiting for their turn to face judgment. The woman leaned over toward her husband and whispered, “Now 

Harold, whatever you do, please don’t demand what’s coming to you.” She was right, because of our sin, what 

we all have coming to us is judgement, death and eternal separation from God. Without the cross no one could 

go to heaven. It’s all of grace! 

  Let me give you a mental picture to help you understand grace. Imagine you have a six-year old son you 

dearly love. Tragically, one day your son is horribly murdered. After a lengthy search the investigators of the 

crime find the murderer. At this point you have a choice. If you used every means in your power to kill the 

murderer for his crime, that would be vengeance.  

  If you let the legal authorities take over and bring on him what’s proper – a fair trial, a plea of guilty, capital 

punishment, that’s justice.  

  But if you should plead for the pardon of the murderer, forgive him completely, invite him into your home, 

and adopt him as your own son…that’s grace. That’s exactly what God did for us! In Jesus Christ, we receive 

an astounding gift, the gift of grace. God not only forgives us of all of our sin, He adopts us into His family.  

 

3. If we are not sharing the gospel, if we are not making more disciples then we have no purpose. Every 

Sunday at Grace, we repeat our purpose statement: “Grace Church exists to glorify our Heavenly Father by 

continually making more followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.” It’s by our purpose that we evaluate what we 

choose to do, keep or abandon ministries. We want to see if things fit our DNA.  

  Now our purpose statement isn’t profound. There are many other ways we could say essentially the same 

thing. Our purpose statement though is externally oriented. We want to be a gospel rescue station for those 

outside our church who don’t know the Lord. Let’s work through some key words.  

  Our Heavenly Father. God has many names, why Heavenly Father? We believe this is important because 

we’re at a unique point in our culture. The word “God” has lost its significance. If later today you asked five 

people at a local store, “Do you believe in God?” and asked them to define what their concept of God is, you’d 

get a lot of different answers. 

  The word “Father” is a distinctly New Testament word. Prior to Christ, Jews never referred to God as the 

Father. After the cross, our relationship with God forever changed. We’re now His children, His sons and 

daughters. Because of the cross we’re adopted into God’s Forever Family. 



  Heavenly Father communicates the loving face of God that God wants a lost, condemned world to see so 

they’ll accept His Son and so He won’t have to be their Judge. It’s the Father’s face of John 3:16, “For God, 

(the Father) so loved the world...” If you had a bad relationship with your biological father, you’ll have to re-

learn from Scripture that your Heavenly Father is not like your human father.  

  Jesus alludes to this picture of God. “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:9-11). 

We want to communicate that our God is not the “force,” but has a face, one that smiles on His children because 

the price for our sin has been paid. He’s “Abba, Father” or Papa! 

  Exists – Why does our church exist? Our purpose gleans from the broad amount of teaching regarding the 

local church’s purpose in the New Testament and fine tunes it, applying it to our particular situation. If our 

church should ever veer from the New Testament purpose, then we believe our church at that point should cease 

to exist. Every church member ought to vote for its disbanding and dissolution.  

  Some churches need to be buried because they’re already dead. There are churches that were once gospel 

preaching. Today they’re social clubs with some religious rhetoric. When an organization loses its mission, the 

“mission” often becomes just to keep the institution alive. Our mission is not to maintain the existence of this 

church. Our mission is to reach our world, local and distant, to make more followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Glorify  – When Jesus began His earthly ministry, as He was baptized and came up out of the water, the Father 

spoke from heaven, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17). The purpose of our 

church must be to glorify God. Eph. 3:21 says, “to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 

all generations, for ever and ever!” 

  Do you remember W.W.J.D. (What Would Jesus Do?)? In a sense, that’s how our church must function. We 

must think and work through this grid, “What Would Jesus Do?” It’s more than that.  There needs to be a mind 

set of “what would Jesus be?” How would He think? What would His attitude be? Many churches “do” the 

right things, yet don’t please God because they have a wrong attitude. God doesn’t just want us to do the “right 

things,” He wants us to have the right heart or spirit.  

  What must motivate us to please our Heavenly Father is love. When we begin to grasp how much He loves us, 

then we’ll be consumed with pleasing Him. When you love someone, you want to please them.     

  Continually making more  – You’ll notice an overemphasis here. This refers back to the Great Commission. 

It’s obedience to the command, “go and make disciples.” “Go” is a present participle indicating continuous 

action. It’s to be uninterrupted. So, why is it so few churches do it? Why is it so few Christians do it?  

  Satan is a vicious enemy. He’ll do anything to get the church to stop trying to make more disciples. He loves 

to deter us and distract us.   

  Read the pages of Church History. They drip with blood whenever the Church sought to fulfill its mission. If 

we honestly, passionately seek to do this, mark it down – we’ll be attacked. Yet, to not seek to continually make 

more disciples is disobedience and leaves the world hopeless.  

  In the American Church Satan deceives us in abandoning the mission by getting us to focus on attendance and 

getting other Christians into our church. At Grace we’re very thankful for other gospel teaching churches in our 

area. We’re not in competition with them. Our mission is lost people.  

  There are enough lost people in our area for every gospel preaching  church to grow 10 times larger and we 

still wouldn’t have done the job!  Our mission isn’t about being the biggest and best church. Please don’t try to 

get people to leave a Bible teaching church to come to Grace Church.  

  God’s plan for His Church is to be externally focused on those who are not yet part of it. At Grace we’re 

committed to being drama free. Why? Drama is a terrible distraction from our purpose. Satan loves to distract 

us and get caught up with the trivial. As Ed Dobson (picture) said, “The average Christian gets all bent out of 

shape about what he shouldn’t get upset about and doesn’t get upset about what he should get upset about.” 

Pastors and churches waste tremendous amounts of time and energy putting out little fires.  

  We want to stay on mission, helping you build gospel bridges with a lost family member, friend, neighbor or 

co-worker. When we talk about “continually making more followers,” we’re talking about seeing lost people 

escape a Christless eternity, having their lives transformed, and becoming part of God’s Forever Family. 

  followers – We’re not looking for “converts.” God has not called us to just lead people to the Lord. It’s not 

enough to see that someone has his/her “ticket” punched for heaven. Jesus commanded us to “teach them to 



obey everything I have commanded you.” Salvation is to radically affect every sphere of our being. We must be 

Christlike individuals, spouses, parents, employees or employers, neighbors and citizens.  

  Everyone is someone’s disciple. You’re either a disciple of the world or of Satan or even yourself...or you are 

a disciple of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to continually make more disciples of Jesus Christ. Obviously, that 

means that we first be disciples ourselves.  

  of the Lord Jesus Christ – Many Christians want to know “Jesus” as Savior. But the Bible is clear. It’s not 

enough to know Jesus as Savior. You can’t be a Christ-follower unless Jesus is the Lord of your life.  

  Jesus said “no man can serve two masters.” Being a Christian means I make Jesus the sole monarch of my 

life. God wants me to be like Jesus in every sphere of my being. He must be King of all if someone is a disciple. 

It’s the only way that as believers we’ll have a purpose. Our mission is to spiritually nurture people until Jesus 

Christ is the total Lord of their lives.  

 

Conclusion: Matthew Howard Sr. (picture) was just leaving a New York amusement park with his family 

when he heard someone screaming for help. He looked up to see a young girl dangling about 25 feet off the 

ground (picture) from a slow-moving gondola ride. Her little brother sat next to her in the two-person pod, 

crying hysterically, saying he couldn't hold on. Matthew Howard, 47, and his 21-year-old daughter, Leeann, ran 

over and positioned themselves under the girl as the ride stopped and security came running.  

  "I said: 'It's OK! It's OK to let go, I'll catch you, honey,'" said Howard. 

  The girl lost her grip and fell down where Matthew and Leeann, arms outstretched, waited. The two took the 

brunt of the girl’s fall, tumbling to the ground themselves after the catch. She was lifted up and carried to a golf 

cart where emergency workers arrived to help. Howard was treated and released for a minor back injury after 

the rescue. "I couldn't let that little girl die," he told The Associated Press. "No one wants to put himself 

underneath a body like that, but I couldn't stand by and watch."  

  “I couldn't let that little girl die…” You and I are surrounded by people who are facing eternal death. God has 

rescued us through His Son and He calls each of us to be part of His rescue operation to a lost and broken 

world. It’s our Why. It’s why we’re here.  

  Who’s Your One? This morning would you begin praying that God would put at least one person on your heart 

during this series? More than one would be great, but at least one.  

  In the foyer there’s a banner. We want to partner together. When the Lord puts a lost person, a friend, fellow 

student, co-worker, or whoever on your heart that you’ll begin praying that they’ll come to Christ, we’re asking 

you to write your name on the banner. If you would, you can confidentially share their name with us on one of 

the slips and put it in the container. 

  We’re God’s rescue plan. It’s why we’re here. Let’s partner together to make a difference in eternity!   


