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When I was a kid, our house was the neighborhood hangout. During the summer we’d play various games and loved 

playing after dark. Probably our favorite was “Ain’t no boogies out tonight.” It’s like Hide and Seek, but played at night. 

Darkness adds that special something. One person is the “boogie” or monster. The boogie hides while the rest of the kids 

try to find him. They travel around together in the dark, singing, “Ain’t no boogies out tonight.” Once the boogie is 

discovered, he or she tries to catch as many kids as they can before they can return safely back to base. 

  What games did you play as a kid? As we mature, we don’t stop playing games. Some are involved in sports or they’re 

yard or table games. We don’t call them this, but there are also “Church Games.”   

  If you’ve been a Christian very long, you’ve seen some form of musical chairs or Musical Churches (picture). 

Sometimes it appears a church is really growing. Often it’s fish swapping fish bowls. Another church has had some 

issues and people swap churches. To be sure, there are times to leave a church. Yet far too often people leave a church 

without seeking to biblically problem-solve and follow the guidelines of Matthew 18.  

  Churches have their own version of The Telephone Game (picture) when a rumor or gossip starts. It grows and gets 

embellished as it’s passed on from person to person.  

  Some church leaders feel like they’re in a never ending version of Whack-a-mole (picture). Whack one problem to 

find another and another and another.  

  There’s a church version of Jenga (picture) where one or two individuals with their nose out of joint over something 

petty and keep picking and complaining until they knock things down.  

  Every pastor has experienced Clue (picture). Someone is in the hospital or ill. But the Pastor doesn’t know and gets 

into trouble because he never checked on the person even though no one told him. He should have known, after all 

pastors are psychic. 

  Games aren’t new in Christianity. In Luke’s Gospel we have one of the saddest games in all of human history, Luke 

23:32-34 (p. 884). While Jesus is dying, calloused Roman soldiers gamble over His clothes (picture). It’s one of the 

most heartless scenes in all of Scripture.  

  Some years back Christian composer Tom Fettke (picture) and Max Lucado (picture) collaborated on an Easter 

cantata “Once and For All.” The entire cantata is filled with powerful words and music. But there’s one song, “Playing 

Games at the foot of the cross” that brings tears to my eyes Too often we’re playing games in the church. It goes like 

this...  

You’ve heard the story, many times before – 

How the soldiers gambled for the robe of the Lord. 

Their laughter drowning out, the Savior’s cry, 

“Father forgive them” as He bows His head and dies. 

 

And they were playing games at the foot of the cross, 

so close to His struggle, yet so far from the cost. 

Never feeling the shame and never sensing the loss. 

They were playing games at the foot of the cross. 

 

We’re so quick to judge them yet so slow to see 

how their games resemble the ones played by you and me. 

As we fight for position in the Church of God 

While the world just goes on dying without the Savior’s love. 

 

We’re just playing games at the foot of the cross, 

so close to His struggle yet so far from the cost. 

Never feeling the shame and never sensing the loss. 

We’re just playing games at the foot of the cross. 

  

  Those words should break our hearts. We struggle with the same issue. We get so busy playing church, we forget about 

all of those around us who don’t know Jesus. But we have the message. We have the gift of salvation. We know it can 

change lives. Yet, how often do we take the time to share it? We’re playing games when we’ve been given a Great 

Commission.  

 



1. Our church games are a barrier to the Great Commission. In partnership with Seed Company, Barna (picture) 

conducted a study of the U.S. Church’s ideas about missions, social justice, Bible translation and other aspects of 

spreading the gospel around the world. When asked if they had previously “heard of the Great Commission,” half of U.S. 

churchgoers (stats), 51% said they did not know that term. Another 17% were unfamiliar with the passage found in 

Matthew 28. Meanwhile, “the Great Commission” does ring a bell for one in four, 25%, though they can’t remember 

what it is. 6% of churchgoers are simply not sure whether they’ve ever heard the term “the Great Commission” before. 

  As Jesus was preparing to ascend to heaven, He gathered His disciples and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  

  The Great Commission is about making disciples. In the original language it’s a command. It’s not about buildings, or 

programs, or gathering a crowd. The Church is to go and make disciples. It begins with the gospel. It’s the first thing 

we’re to teach.  

  The gospel is simply the “good news” because it addresses the most serious problem you and I have - sin. The problem 

is simply this: God is holy and just, and I’m not. A good way to summarize the gospel, this good news, is to biblically 

unpack four key words God, Man, Christ, Response.  

  God. God is the Creator of all things. He is perfectly holy and just, worthy of all worship, Because He is holy and just 

He must punish sin.  

  Man. All people, though created good, have become sinful by nature. From birth, all of us are alienated from God, 

hostile to God, and subject to the justice and wrath of God. 

  Christ. Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, lived a sinless life, died on the cross to satisfy God’s justice and bear His 

wrath in the place of all who believe in Him. He rose from the grave and gave to His people eternal life. 

  Response. God calls everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and trust in Christ in order to be saved. That’s the 

gospel. It’s our only hope and God has taken care of all of it.  

  To continue our game analogy, the reason we fail to obey the Great Commission and share the gospel is a church 

version of Red Rover (picture). Remember in Red Rover two lines of players line up, face each other several feet apart. 

Each team joins hands with their teammates. One team chants “Red Rover, Red Rover, Send (name of the person on 

opposite team) right over!” That person tries to break through the line by running through the linked opposite team. 

They’re a barrier to breaking through. There are barriers in the church to sharing the gospel. Let me suggest some.  

  The barrier of fear. Most of us struggle with some level of fear when it comes to sharing our faith. I know that I do.  

  Some worry that witnessing to friends or relatives might change the relationship. They don’t want to risk the friendship 

or damage their family ties. Some fear outright rejection.  

  It’s encouraging to know that Paul struggled with fear. “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming 

to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom…And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 

trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:1, 3-5) 

  Fear is inescapable. If we waited until we were fearless to share the gospel, it would never happen. What do we do 

about our fears? 

  Be transparent about your fears. Paul was. He let everyone know what was going on inside of him. Enlist your 

brothers and sisters to pray for you and with you. Ask God to give you a greater love for those around you that conquers 

your fears.  

  Ask God for the words that you’ll need. We worry about what we’re going to say or saying the right thing. Paul 

experienced that too. He prayed that God would give him the right words.  

  Accept your fear as an opportunity for spiritual dependency. Who saves people? Not me or you. It’s God. It’s the 

Holy Spirit who works on hearts. Let your fear lead you to a greater dependency on the Spirit. 

  The barrier of isolation. This pandemic hasn’t helped. Even before the virus many Christians were isolated from the 

unsaved. We almost act like they have a virus we might catch and we certainly don’t want our kids hanging around with 

“those” kids. 

  The Gospels tell us that Jesus was a friend of sinners. Our Lord wasn’t isolated. The bad guys of the Gospels, the 

Pharisees, were isolated.  

  How many lost friends do you have? Not acquaintances but individuals that would consider you a friend and that you 

consider a friend.  

  At Grace, we work to open our doors to our community. We want to be a model for you. We work to limit the church 

schedule. We don’t want you busy every day and night. How can we interact with the lost people if our schedules are 

overflowing with time spent with church people.  



  Check your calendar. Do you primarily spend time with Christians? Are you isolated? When the pandemic first struck 

Jane and I went to each of our neighbor’s doors with a note and our phone number letting them know that if they needed 

something to call us. We don’t want to be isolated.  

  If coworkers are going out after work, go. Attend the company picnic and Christmas party. Join the neighborhood 

watch. If you love cars, join a car club. Coach or support youth sports leagues. Join a book club or a sewing club. If you 

love dogs, join a dog club or go to the dog park.  

  Floyd Janny was recently sharing that he and Lori play Sheepshead with several neighbors. Playing cards for Jesus. 

Don’t you love it. Got a new coworker, new neighbor – reach out to them. 

  The barrier of time. “One of the most universal numbing strategies is what I call crazy-busy...We are a culture of 

people who’ve bought into the idea that if we stay busy enough, the truth of our lives won’t catch up with us” Brené 

Brown (picture).  

  How many times have you asked someone, “How are you doing?” and the answer is – “I’m so busy.” It’s a “badge of 

honor” to wear. This obsession with being ‘busy’ is a convenient way to keep from building relationships.  

  If someone tells you that they’re busy, you’ll back away from trying to take any of their time. What’s being said is 

often, really, “I’m too busy to stop and form a relationship with you.” Chronic busyness brings stress into your life. And 

if you’re stressed, you’re not going to connect with people.  

  Sometimes our busyness is driven by pride. Trying to please people or earn their praise by doing more than you should, 

doing something you really should delegate because you think no one else can do it as well as you, working too much so 

you can buy stuff you think you deserve, trying to prove your own importance by maintaining a busy schedule. To 

discern what’s pride and what’s genuine service to others in your life, continually ask: “Am I trying to do good or to 

make myself look good?”. 

  Set priorities in your life. Acknowledge that simply being busy doesn’t mean you’re really serving other people well. 

To reach out to those God calls you to reach, you must set priorities so you can focus your time, energy, money, and 

other resources more effectively. If reaching the lost in your circle is not a priority, it will never fit in your schedule. If 

you wait until you have time, you never will. It’s a priority issue if we don’t have an hour or two a week to connect with 

those who don’t know the Lord.  

  An instructor at a time-management seminar told the participants to prepare for a quiz. He reached under the table and 

took out a wide-mouthed gallon jar and set it on the table. Next to the jar were a number of fist-sized rocks (picture). He 

asked the group, "How many of these rocks do you think we can get inside this jar?" The participants made their guesses. 

The instructor said, "Let's find out." One by one he began to put as many fist-sized rocks as he could into the jar until the 

rocks were level with the top of the jar. He then asked, "Is the jar full?" The participants looked at the jar filled with 

rocks and said it was. But then he reached under the table and pulled out a bucket of gravel. Then he dumped some 

gravel in and shook the jar. The gravel filled the spaces between the big rocks. He grinned and asked again, "Is the jar 

full?" The class wasn’t about to be fooled a second time. They said that the jar was probably not full. The instructor 

nodded and said, "Good. You’re catching on." He next took a bucket of sand and poured it into the jar. Slowly the sand 

filled the gaps between the rocks and gravel. After the sand settled, the instructor again asked, "Now, is the jar full?” 

(picture) The audience roared, "No!" He said, "Good." He was pleased that they understood an important principle. The 

instructor poured a pitcher of water into the jar. At this point he stopped and asked the group, "What's the point of this?" 

Somebody said, "Well, there are always gaps, and if you work at it, you can always fit more into your life." But the 

instructor said, "No, the point is this: If I hadn't put in those big rocks first, I’d never have gotten them in at all." 

  The Great Commission must be one of our big rocks. If building gospel bridges with lost people isn’t one of your big 

rocks, you’ll never fit it in.  

  The barrier of distractions. We’re a culture of the distracted. Distractions are an increasing problem in the workplace 

and linked to the constant access to information. There’s more out there than ever before to capture our attention. One 

study found that office distractions eat up an average 2.1 hours a day. Another study found that employees spent an 

average of 11 minutes on a project before being distracted. After an interruption it takes 25 minutes to return to the 

original task if they ever do.   

  In Philippians 3:13, Paul said, “But one thing I do” not “100 things I dabble in.” Paul was on mission. The parable of 

the Sower in Matthew 13 talks about the distraction of the “cares of this world.” Have you ever watched the news or 

been scanning though social media and found yourself either worried, depressed, angry, or just simply unable to talk 

about God's goodness in any way? That's how the cares of this world affect us.  

  Distractions aren’t just frustrating; they can be exhausting. By the time you get back to where you were, your ability to 

stay focused drops even further. Distractions keep us from focusing on our greater mission.  Screens can strangle out 

mission. Did you know that you don’t have to immediately respond to every phone call or text?  



  Too much screen time can make your mind so busy, it becomes difficult to focus on anything that requires your full 

attention for a sustained amount of time. Screen time becomes addictive, sucking up time and energy that God wants you 

to devote to other things, like building gospel bridges. We must be intentional in how we use time. 

  The barrier of inadequacy. Many don’t share the gospel because they believe they don’t know enough or that they’ll 

say the wrong thing.  

  Please read the Bible and see how many “inadequate people” that God used over and over again.  

  Maybe you believe that you don’t know how to witness. Do you know how you came to Christ? Do you know the 

basics of the gospel that you believed when you came to Christ? It’s back to those four key words: God, Man, Christ, 

Response. One of the simplest ways to witness is to tell others how you got saved and what Christ has done for you. If 

you understood the gospel well enough to have accepted it, you can do a great job in explaining it to someone else. 

  Maybe you think “I don’t know how to start a conversation about the Lord.” One easy method is to ask a person what 

they believe about God. You’ll have a chance to hear what they’ve already formulated in their mind which helps you 

know their belief system. Most of the time we’ll just sow seed. We’ll have a gospel conversation, not share a gospel 

presentation.  

  Here’s a simple example. You’ll continually have folk talk about how bad the world is. It’s an easy opening to say 

something like, “it all started in the Garden” or “one piece of fruit and the world has never been the same.” You and I 

know where evil came from and we know the cure.  

  Maybe you’re inadequacy is that you’re afraid your friends will remember the bad things you’ve done. As far as your 

past is concerned, you can share how God has changed your life. Use your former life as a testimony for what God can 

do in a person if they’ll give their life to Him. If you’ve blown it, admit it. Taking personal responsibility gets people’s 

attention and often opens up opportunities to share how God has changed your life. 

 

2. When God crashes the Monopoly Board. Do you play Monopoly (picture)? How do you win? You win by buying 

up the most properties, and developing them with houses and hotels. Players collect rent from their opponents, with the 

goal of driving them into bankruptcy.  

  It’s easy to miss this. But the early church had a Monopoly. The church was growing, people were getting saved, they 

were donating lots of money. This was a successful mega-church.  

  Remember though Jesus’ command, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” Acts 1:8 says, “you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”? But what were they doing? They had 

a Jewish church Monopoly. They weren’t on mission. They wouldn’t even go a few miles to Samaria…until the 

execution of Stephen. Acts 8:1 “And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, 

and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria…” Evangelism, the Great Commission is 

God’s plan and it’s so important that God will bring the heat to move us out of a church monopoly and the holy huddle.  

  God has called us to go, not stay. The mission is so important that God will shed the blood of some of His choice 

servants to wake us up.  

  If you look at the world today, the Church is not growing in America. We’re shrinking. Where is the Church growing? 

The same places where it grew in the 1st century. Where there is persecution, where Christians are shedding their blood - 

China, Iran, Afghanistan.  

  The Great Commission is not about a big crowd or a great building or cool programs. It’s about reaching our world. It 

starts with me and you.  

  I hope God doesn’t bring persecution on America. I do know this. The Church, our church, must get back on mission.  

  Why don’t we share the gospel? Hugh Palmer (picture), pastor at All Souls Church in London once answered this 

question at a conference. Palmer said that “we don’t tell people the gospel for one of two reasons – either because we 

don’t believe the gospel or because we don’t love them.” Palmer said he still struggles with evangelism and is looking 

for a 3rd option, but he can’t find one. The reason we don’t share the gospel is either because deep down in our hearts we 

don’t really believe it, or we don’t love people enough to tell them. If we really believe the gospel and if we really love 

the people around us, we’ll tell them what God has done for them through Christ. Someone said: “Friends don’t let 

friends die without Jesus.” If we really believe that Jesus is the Savior for the whole world, we’ll be committed to the 

Great Commission, reaching our community and our world with the gospel. 

 

Conclusion: The Church must stop playing games. Jesus gave us a mission. May we have the passion of a Charles 

Spurgeon (picture). He said, “If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap into hell over our bodies. And if they will 

perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay.  If hell must be filled, let not one go there 

unwarned and unprayed for.” 

  I’ve got two assignments for you and we’re done. They’re easy. Let’s do this together. Let’s break some barriers.  



  Buy some donuts or make some cookies. Take those donuts to work with you or to school and share them with either 

your coworkers or students. Then tell them, “At our church we were challenged to take donuts to work (or school) to 

show God’s grace because the name of our church is Grace Church.” That’s all. That’s it. If you work from home or 

you’re retired, take cookies to a neighbor and say essentially the same thing.  

  Now you’re thinking, “what good will this do?” Well, you’ve just opened the door for future gospel conversations. 

They’ll now know that you at least attend church and you believe in grace. And if they already know that you’re a 

Christian, then add this grace to it. I’ll make this even easier for singles and non-bakers. Pick up the donuts or cookies at 

a store (just please get quality ones). Do it tomorrow because if you wait, you’ll forget or talk yourself out of it.  

  Sign your name. Who’s Your One? We began talking about this last Sunday. Please ask the Lord to put at least one 

person on your heart during this series. More than one would be great, but at least one.  

  In the foyer there’s a banner. We want to partner together. When the Lord puts a lost person, friend, fellow student, co-

worker, or whoever on your heart that you’ll begin praying that they’ll come to Christ, we’re asking you to write your 

name on the banner. If you would, you can confidentially share their name with us on one of the slips and put it in the 

container. 

  Grace Family, we’re God’s rescue plan. It’s why we’re here. We can’t afford to play games at the foot of the cross. 

It’s time for us to get serious about God’s mission, His Great Commission. Who’s Your One?  


