
What’s YOUR Story?                                                                    Acts 26:1-23 

Who’s Your One?                                                                                  Sermon 03 

 

Real-life stories can be very powerful. They have a way of getting people’s attention. They can change minds, touch 

hearts and impact lives. They can even reshape societies and redirect history. The most powerful story that you’ll ever 

tell is how you came to Christ. Every believer has that story because no one is born a Christian.  

  Some are well-known like Chuck Colson (picture), who came to Christ after being indicted for his part in Watergate. 

Or Darryl Strawberry (picture) who played with was a Major League star but had to hit rock bottom before he came to 

Christ. Referring to himself as a former womanizer with drug and alcohol addictions, who did jail time and faced 

bankruptcy, Strawberry says God transformed him to bring God glory. “If I had not gone through struggles, I probably 

would have made another $70 million playing baseball and I would have never met Jesus.”  

  You don’t have to be a celebrity to have a God story. Rob Trombley shares: “My walk-in faith took a turn when I was 

52 years old, just after the death of my only child. I was living my life as a ‘normal person’ or so I thought. In my 

younger years, I believed we were good old boys, worked hard, played hard, drank hard, dishonest at times, had some 

hatred and anger but it was all good if no one got hurt. My life had developed deep-rooted patterns of sin. When I 

received the news that my 21-year-old son had committed suicide I knew that something drastic in my life was about to 

change forever, for the better or worse I wasn’t quite sure. What I was sure of is the feeling of tremendous hopelessness, 

despair, and an inner peace that I thought was gone forever. 

  About 2 weeks after my son’s passing, I purchased a chain-link fence online that happened to be at a church close to 

my house. After arriving at the church, I met a man that I thought was in maintenance but as it turned out he was the 

Pastor. We spoke about my recent tragedy and the mood changed when we spoke about forgiveness. This was not 

debatable, “you must forgive”, he said. I must forgive my son, my ex-wife, and most of all myself. I told my wife about 

the conversation and we started regular services the following Sunday and I couldn’t get enough of God’s Word. 

  My life was changing I was thinking differently, believing differently, living and loving differently. Once I understood 

that Jesus pursued me, a hopeless sinner I was overwhelmed with emotion. I am now convinced trying to find peace and 

satisfaction in a broken world without Jesus can’t be done.” 

  Stories are powerful! Did you know that the greatest gospel presentation is your story, how you came to Christ, what 

you’re trusting in to go to heaven, how you committed your life to Christ? It’s why the Bible is so adamant in 1 Peter 

3:15 about our need to “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 

is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”  

  Our stories/testimonies can be absolutely contagious in their influence and impact! Chuck Swindoll (picture) writes in 

his book, Come Before Winter, “The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he cannot honestly 

ignore the fact that your life has been changed.” 

  One of the most detailed stories of a gospel transformed life is that of the  Apostle Paul. Paul had been taken into 

custody when he was in Jerusalem and shipped off to Caesarea. While imprisoned there for two years, a new governor, 

Festus took office. Festus needed to send Paul to Rome but he wasn’t sure what the charges were. He was saved from 

this dilemma by the arrival of King Herod Agrippa II—the Roman-appointed Jewish King of the region who arrived at 

Festus’ palace in Caesarea to pay his respects.  

  King Herod Agrippa II was the great-grandson of Herod the Great, infamous as the murderer of the infants in 

Bethlehem. His grandfather, Herod Antipas, was the king who had John the Baptist beheaded. His father, Herod Agrippa 

I, was the one who arrested Peter and killed James. With his background King Herod Agrippa II was an expert in the 

affairs of the Jews. I’m sure Festus was somewhat relieved when Agrippa dropped by and offered to hear Paul’s story so 

that he might advise Festus on how to handle this matter. The next day, several important people gathered at the palace 

to hear what Paul had to say about the charges that had been leveled against him two years prior. 

  In the midst of lots of pomp and grandeur Paul came into the room manacled. He hobbled into place with his chains 

dragging. In Acts 25 & 26 (p. 935) Luke carefully describes all of this. It shows us that there was a longing in Paul’s 

heart to reach King Agrippa for Christ, in spite of his dark past and sinful present. Like his Master, Paul saw beyond 

Agrippa’s sin to his need. He allowed God’s love for Agrippa to fill his heart. Paul hoped that the king would repent and 

turn to Jesus—because if he did, perhaps many in the nation of Israel would also come to Christ.  

  With that setting in mind, let’s look at the text. To help dramatize this I’m going to read the New Living Translation 

Version starting with 26:2.  

  “I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing my defense today against all these accusations made by 

the Jewish leaders, for I know you are an expert on all Jewish customs and controversies. Now please listen to me 

patiently! 



  As the Jewish leaders are well aware, I was given a thorough Jewish training from my earliest childhood among my 

own people and in Jerusalem. If they would admit it, they know that I have been a member of the Pharisees, the strictest 

sect of our religion. Now I am on trial because of my hope in the fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. In 

fact, that is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God night and day, and they share the same hope I have. 

Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me for having this hope! Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the 

dead? 

  I used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to oppose the very name of Jesus the Nazarene. Indeed, I did just 

that in Jerusalem. Authorized by the leading priests, I caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my 

vote against them when they were condemned to death. Many times I had them punished in the synagogues to get them to 

curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed to them that I even chased them down in foreign cities.  

  One day I was on such a mission to Damascus, armed with the authority and commission of the leading priests. About 

noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the road, a light from heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me and my 

companions. We all fell down, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It 

is useless for you to fight against my will.’ “‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked. “And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one 

you are persecuting. Now get to your feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness. Tell 

people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will show you in the future. And I will rescue you from both your own 

people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light 

and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s 

people, who are set apart by faith in me.’ 

  And so, King Agrippa, I obeyed that vision from heaven. I preached first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and 

throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they have 

changed by the good things they do. Some Jews arrested me in the Temple for preaching this, and they tried to kill 

me. But God has protected me right up to this present time so I can testify to everyone, from the least to the greatest. I 

teach nothing except what the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and be the first to 

rise from the dead, and in this way announce God’s light to Jews and Gentiles alike.” 

  Suddenly, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are insane. Too much study has made you crazy!” But Paul replied, “I am not 

insane, Most Excellent Festus. What I am saying is the sober truth. And King Agrippa knows about these things. I speak 

boldly, for I am sure these events are all familiar to him, for they were not done in a corner! King Agrippa, do you 

believe the prophets? I know you do—” 

  Agrippa interrupted him. “Do you think you can persuade me to become a Christian so quickly?” Paul replied, 

“Whether quickly or not, I pray to God that both you and everyone here in this audience might become the same as I am, 

except for these chains.” 

  What a powerful story! Until Festus interrupted Paul’s speech, the audience hung on every word, listening attentively to 

what this chained former Pharisee had to say. So, with Paul’s example in mind—I want us to learn how to do the same—

to learn how to be ready to give an account for the hope that is in us, to share our story in a way that God can use it. 

  I want us to take the word “story” and use it as an acronym to help us remember five principles of effective testimony 

sharing—sharing our story of the difference Jesus makes in our lives. 

 

First Principle: Start with the other person. Identify with the individual or individuals with whom you’re sharing. 

Paul did this. Basically, Paul looked at the Jewish leaders and said, “I was once like you. I was the son of a Pharisee and 

studied to become one myself.”  Perhaps he recognized a former classmate in the school of Gamiliel in the audience and 

caught their eye as he said this. A key reason the people listened was because Paul identified with them. He even 

identified with King Agrippa by saying, “The king is familiar with these things.”  

  That’s the way it is with testimonials. People pay attention to them—which is why when we buy something on Amazon 

we scroll down to read the reviews—or testimonials—of people who bought that product.  

  Before we buy laundry detergent, we look and see that a woman who ordered the laundry detergent we’re looking at 

writes: “My kids get grass-stains on all their clothes just like your kids do. Nothing I tried would get the stains out until I 

found ALL-TEMPERATURE SHOUT.”  As parents with laundry baskets full of grass-stained jeans we read that and 

then click on the “add to cart” icon. We buy because we identify with the testimonies of other people. 

  This principle is why we like to read biographies. It’s why most people remember the illustrations—the stories in a 

sermon—longer than they do the sermon. People can identify with something that actually happened to a fellow human 

being. People want to know how Jesus has impacted a life like their own. Think of this principle as you share. Ask God 

to give you wisdom—as He did Paul that day—on to how to connect with the other person through your sharing.  

 



Second Principle: Talk with confidence and clarity. Picture the scene. Paul was a prisoner and was brought into the 

room wearing heavy chains. It’s a humiliating situation, standing in shackles before this king who’d come into the room 

with great pomp while Paul looks like he’d been imprisoned for two years.  

  Paul is at a huge psychological disadvantage in this interchange but that’s one thing that made his testimony stand out. 

Paul wasn’t intimidated or hesitant. He didn’t act like a fearful prisoner. No, as soon as he was given the opportunity to 

talk, he waved his hand to silence the crowd and then began to speak boldly.  He talked about being “fortunate” to be 

speaking to the king. His words are filled with confidence and conviction—conviction that He was sharing truth—

eternity-changing truth that his listeners needed to hear. He didn’t back down when Festus called him insane and asserted 

calmly that he was not crazy, and that in fact everything he said was completely “true and reasonable.” So, where did 

Paul get such poise and confidence in such a humiliating setting? 

  First, Paul knew who God was. Paul had personally experienced the truth about God and the Messiah, Jesus. He’d 

carefully looked into all of the claims and evidence, and talked personally to some of the ones Jesus had walked with. He 

was able to share in one of his letters, “I am not ashamed, because I know Whom I have believed, and am convinced that 

He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Paul knew Who God was and knew who 

He was introducing to this crowd. 

  Second, Paul knew who he was. He knew he was a favored son of the King of Kings. He wasn’t going to let a mere 

human king intimidate him. Knowing the truth about God and about himself gave Paul courage and strength even in the 

most difficult of circumstances. And guess what? The same can be true for all of us! As Christians, we’re children of the 

King of Kings. We’re His representatives. Our message is truth—the truth people desperately need to hear. We can and 

should be confident witnesses.   

 

Third Principle: Organize your story. Be prepared. Again, Paul is a great example. He’d had two years of 

imprisonment to formulate his thoughts, plus he’d had a lot of experience sharing his testimony.  

  If you read the book of Acts, you’ll see that on six separate occasions between Paul’s third missionary journey and his 

trip to Rome he stood before different audiences and told them about his experience with Jesus, so he was prepared. He 

knew what to say and how to say it. 

  This helps us see that if we want a powerful testimony we need to prepare! So, do that! Write it down. Work on it. 

Practice it in front of a mirror. Video yourself sharing it on your phone, listen to it and evaluate yourself. Begin sharing 

it, at least parts of it with friends – prepare! 

  In his book Come Before Winter, Charles Swindoll suggests some important things to remember when preparing your 

testimony. 

  You want to be listened to so be interesting. No one no matter how gracious they are enjoys being bored. They won’t 

listen if your testimony is dry. More importantly, it’s a contradiction to talk about how exciting Christ really is in an 

uninteresting way. So, work on your wording. Get the flow of your thoughts right. And please guard against religious 

clichés and hard-to-understand terminology. 

  You want to be understood, so be logical. Just as Paul does here. Organize your testimony in three logical phases: Tell 

what your life was like before you met Jesus. Tell of the events or event that led you to become a Christian. Close by 

telling about the difference Jesus has made and is making in your life.  

  You want to be clear, so be specific. Don’t be vague regarding how you became a Christian. Speak of Jesus. Use 

Scripture, not vague feelings. Be simple and direct. Emphasize faith and God’s Word more than feeling. 

  You want your testimony to be used, so be practical. Try to think as an unbeliever thinks. Theoretical, theological stuff 

won’t keep their attention as much as real life reality. So just tell them how Jesus helps you to live your day-to-day life, 

how your life is so much more fulfilled.  

  You want your testimony to produce results, so be warm and genuine. It will be hard to convince someone of the joy 

and excitement of knowing Christ if you’re wearing the face of a prison inmate. Think of all the amazing ways Jesus has 

blessed your life and let the joy of that show! Make sure that they can sense that you’re sharing out of love and concern 

for them. Paul did this in his last appeal by saying, “I would that you were like me—except for these chains—I wish you 

could experience the joy and freedom I have because of Jesus.” Be friendly and sincere. Let your enthusiasm flow freely. 

Above all, be courteous—as Paul was at the beginning of his testimony here when he said, “King Agrippa, I consider 

myself fortunate to stand before you today…because you are well-acquainted with all the Jewish customs and 

controversies.” Heed these tips. Because for your testimony to be powerful, it needs to be prepared. 

 

Fourth Principle: Reveal how Jesus has changed your life. What our lost world needs is more real life testimonies 

given by people who don’t stand behind a pulpit. In 2 Corinthians 3:2-3, Paul told the Corinthian believers, “You 

yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. And you show that you 



are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 

but on tablets of human hearts.” One of the most powerful sermons that will ever be preached is Your Story! A sermon 

can’t take the place of a testimony, a real-life story of the difference Jesus makes. The most convincing arguments on 

earth regarding Christianity is one’s personal experience with Jesus. 

  Look at verses 13 and following and count all the times Paul uses a form of the personal pronoun, “I.” “I saw a light 

from Heaven…” “We all fell to the ground…” “I heard a voice saying to me…” “I obeyed my heavenly vision…” Please 

hear this. You don’t need to have a big testimony like a Darryl Strawberry or Chuck Colson. You don’t need your own 

Damascus Road experience for your testimony to be worth telling.  

  I can understand the feeling of the man who went to hear an evangelist who’d been converted from a life of crime and 

drug abuse. After hearing the evangelist tell of all the bad things he’d done, the man went home and prayed, “Oh, Lord, 

I’ve never smoked pot, never been drunk, never committed adultery, never robbed a bank, never lied to a grand jury—

but if You can use me in spite of these short-comings please do.” 

  Please understand, we love to hear how someone has come out of a life of vile sin. But we benefit just as much—if not 

more—from people who tell how Jesus kept them from a life of vile sin…and we all came out of the same pit of sin, 

though some of us may have been deeper in the hole.  

  We need to realize that for every “Paul” converted on the road to Damascus—there are thousands of “Timothys” who 

came to know Christ in a quiet way as the result of faithful parents and grandparents. While a striking testimony makes 

for good programming, the more ordinary experience is easier to identify with because most of us are just ordinary! 

 

Fifth Principle: Your life must point people to Jesus. A testimony that can only be heard but not seen isn’t much of a 

testimony. In other words the way you live out your faith is a visible thing. People are more likely to be moved by your 

testimony if, when they look at your life, they see that Jesus has transformed your life. Paul’s life showed that. The way 

he allowed Jesus to change him backed up his words.  

  Remember, Paul had sat in that prison cell for two years. Those in the audience were familiar with Paul’s life since his 

encounter with Jesus on the Damascus road. They knew he was telling the truth. They must have nodded to each other as 

if to say, “I’ll give Paul that much—his walk matches his talk—he has changed.” The fact that he had—the obvious fact 

that God’s power had reached down and changed this persecutor into a preacher—added great power to his testimony 

that day. 

  God’s power is most evident in the new birth we experience when we become Christians! Paul’s hearers saw an 

example of God’s power in the way God had obviously changed this former Pharisee persecutor. That visible change 

earned him their attention and convicted them of their need for Jesus. I think Paul saw this in Agrippa’s eyes because in 

verse 25 in essence he said, “Jesus has changed me Agrippa. I know you can see that! And He has the power to change 

you too!”   

  But how did this king respond? He blew it off. Look at verse 28, “Do you think that in such a short time you can 

persuade me to be a Christian? – Almost Paul, but not quite.” Then he and Festus got up and walked out. Agrippa 

almost became a Christian—he was “almost won” to Jesus.   

  Aren’t those two words heart-wrenching? “almost won.” What about you? To be almost saved is to be completely lost. 

As C. H. Spurgeon (picture) wrote: “Almost persuaded to be a Christian is like the man who was almost pardoned, but 

hanged; like the man who was almost rescued, but was burned in the house. A man that is almost saved is damned.” 

  If you’re here today and not a Christian, please don’t leave here almost saved. Decide now to do what so many of us in 

this room have done. Invite Jesus into your life to forgive you. Commit to follow Him as Lord. 

 

Conclusion: So, What’s YOUR Story? Jonathan Hill (picture) pastors in Flomaton, Alabama and shares this:   

  I once led a mission trip where I trained all of our students how to share their testimony in 100 words or less. I 

challenged our kids to share their abbreviated story whenever they had a chance during the trip. I gave them the 

example that if someone asked why they were there they should just launch into their story and then end with the phrase, 

“and I want other people to experience what I have in Jesus.”  

  Late in the week one of the individuals working the front desk at the hotel came to me and asked us to pray for them. I 

asked what was up? They said that they had asked several of our teenagers and adults why they were here and they had 

heard testimony after testimony and they came under conviction about things in their life that needed to change…I 

wonder sometimes too about how we might encourage one another by simply sharing our faith stories. 

  Paul shared his story in an adverse situation, but through his story of conversion and faith the gospel was going out in a 

compelling way.  

  If you know Jesus, you have a story. Maybe you don’t remember all of the details, but you know that once you were a 

condemned sinner and have trusted Christ and His sacrifice on the cross to save you. Let me challenge you to write out 



your testimony. Read through it, simplify it. Then share it with someone this week. You never know how God will use 

your story to help spread the gospel to those who have yet to trust Christ.  

  What’s YOUR Story? Are you sharing it? God used Paul’s story. He wants to use yours. Know your story and share 

your story!  


