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In 1971 Black civil rights activist Ann Atwater was asked to chair a 10 day community meeting in Durham, N.C. on 

desegrating public schools. But someone at the Durham City Hall appointed Ku Klux Klan Grand Exalted Cyclops 

(that's-a-real-title) Claiborne P. Ellis (picture) as her co-chair. Claiborne Ellis brought a machine gun to the first 

meeting. Atwater once angrily pulled a knife on him…it was the start of a beautiful friendship. 

  So how did the social equivalent of mixing napalm and dynamite grow into “Ebony And Ivory?” Well, forcing two 

people to spend 12 hours a day together will usually make them hate each other’s guts, but since these two already did 

that before they ever met, in this case it had the opposite effect.  

  The first breakthrough came when a gospel choir came in to sing, and Ellis started clapping to the wrong beat (he'd 

never been to a black church before). Ann Atwater grabbed his hands and "learned him how to clap." In return, he taught 

her how to get bloodstains out of white sheets. 

  Hearing firsthand how society was shafting blacks was eye-opening for the Klansman. Ellis was there to "disrupt 

everything that everybody was trying to do," but he had the shocking realization that black people got a bad deal. 

People’s hardship was the whole reason he’d joined the KKK in the first place, so he began to question blind prejudice.  

  Eventually, the pair recognized the animosity between them was ruining any chance they had of helping black or white 

children. Disheartened by their folly, they cried together (picture) and ultimately buried the hatchet. Ellis left the Klan 

and repeatedly teamed up with Atwater, his new BFF to fight social injustice. At Ellis' funeral in 2005, Atwater sat on 

the side of the family. By then, she'd granted him a title much cooler than Grand Exalted Cyclops. She called him 

“brother.”  

  Who do you find it easy to hate? What group, if they ceased to exist, you’d smile? The Jews hated the Samaritans. 

When Jesus reached out to a Samaritan woman John 4:9 records: “The Samaritan woman said to [Jesus], “How is it that 

you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” Yet Jesus’ 

last words to His followers were: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Samaria…ends of 

the earth. It was the mission but they didn’t go until God cranked up the heat. Please turn to Acts 8:1-8 (p. 916).  

  Eric Swanson and Rick Russaw in their book, The Externally Focused Quest (picture) observe:  

  Across the street: This is your Jerusalem—reaching people who are like you and live, work and play within your 

geographical proximity.  

  Across the country: This is your Judaea—reaching people who are culturally similar to you but geographically distant.  

  Across the tracks: This is your Samaria—reaching people who are geographically close but culturally different.  

  Across the seas: This is your “ends of the earth” ministry—reaching people who are both culturally different and 

geographically distant.  

  Jews hated Samaritans, yet that’s where Philip went and shared the gospel and Samaritans turned to Christ. The first 

people group he reaches out to are the Samaritans. The hated became brothers and sisters. So, let me ask you? Who’s 

Your Samaritan? 

  If you have a “Samaritan” you despise, your heart is evil and you need to repent. You don’t understand God’s heart. 

When we read the New Testament, we can’t escape the fact that God commands us to take the good news of the gospel 

and share it with those who don’t know the Lord.  

  C.S. Lewis (picture), “The church exists for nothing else but to draw men to Christ, to make them into little Christs. If 

they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. 

God became Man for no other purpose.” If God loved the world how can we have Samaritans we despise? If you’re 

taking notes… 

 

1. Times of crises are an opportune time to share the gospel. You have to love what happens in Acts 8. Stephen’s 

body is barely cold and Saul instigates a persecution against the church in Jerusalem, which led to the scattering of its 

members. Instead of stopping the spread of the gospel, Saul’s persecution scattered the seed into new areas.  

  God often uses trials to expand the gospel. Those who’d been scattered by persecution went about sharing the word. 

That’s amazing! They’d just seen what happens if you share the gospel. You’d think they’d have scattered to the best 

hiding places they could find! Instead they’re energized and scattered the seed of the gospel, sowing it wherever they 

went. 

  God often uses crises to open up new doors for us. I remember a few years ago when Rich and Jayne Benson’s 

(picture) house burned down. In the midst of that crises, what a testimony they had. They interacted with several lost 

friends of mine and they all talked about the wonderful testimony, even in the midst of crises, Rich and Jayne had.  



  Would we know who Corrie ten Boom (picture) was if she hadn’t been sent to a Nazi Concentration Camp? How about 

Joni Eareckson Tada (picture)? Apart from that tragic diving accident when she was seventeen, no one would have 

heard of her? A number of years ago Paul Billheimer wrote a book entitled, Don’t Waste Your Sorrows (picture).  

  Do we believe God is sovereign? Then, there are no accidents in the life of His children. Use your pain, use your 

disappointments to build bridges for the gospel. Remember the movie, The Bucket List (picture)? Would those two men 

have met each other if they hadn’t been in a cancer ward? If you’re in a time of trial, ask the Lord for opportunities to use 

your circumstances to tell others about the Savior. 

  The gospel is for everyone, even those who we humanly despise. Long before Jane Austen wrote her classic novel, 

Pride and Prejudice in 1813, these two sins have plagued the human race. These sins are deadly because they’re 

invisible. You can hold pride and prejudice in your heart unseen until it manifests itself in ugly ways. G. K. Chesterton 

(picture) was right, “The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably because they are 

generally the same people.” 

  There was a centuries-long hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans. It’s like the Serbs and Croatians or Sunnis and 

Shiites.  

  God wants to reach all people, even those we may not naturally like. We must drop all prejudice that can poison our 

hearts and see every person from every race and culture as a candidate for the gospel. People you may not like need 

Christ. Homosexuals need Christ and He is powerful to save them. Militant atheists need Christ, and He can save them, 

too. People of every ethnic group need Christ and there will be some from every people group there before His throne. 

  While we need to be sensitive to different worldviews and cultures, we must not alter the message to fit into a culture. 

It’s the same gospel for all because all have sinned. All need a Savior. Jesus Christ is the only Savior for all who call 

upon Him. That’s the gospel! 

  Philip shared Christ with the Samaritans. His message is summed up as “good news about the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ” (8:12). The kingdom of God is the realm where God is King. It refers to the rightful lordship of 

Jesus over all creation, especially over the hearts of people right now. “The name of Jesus Christ” refers to all that He is. 

  As we share the gospel, we must stay focused on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Tell people who He is, God in 

human flesh. Tell them why He came to earth, in love to offer Himself as the sacrifice that God’s justice requires as the 

penalty for our sins. Show people from Scripture that we can’t add our good works to what Christ accomplished on the 

cross. We can only receive His salvation from our sins by faith in Jesus Christ. 

  God uses anyone willing to share the gospel, not just professionals. One of the biggest hurdles to reaching our world 

with the gospel is that many of us have bought into a Satanic lie that sharing the gospel is the work of professionals. As a 

result, the mission is impeded. Read Scripture for yourself and you’ll see the ordinary people God used. From cover to 

cover the Bible has ordinary men and women perceived as flawed, failures, weak and lowly. But they were able to meet 

the needs of others, were instruments of His peace, and shared His Good News. God uses ordinary people in the most 

extraordinary ways!  

  Sometimes it’s almost like God was looking for those with the messiest lives. Moses was a murderer and an outlaw 

who had to flee for his life. David was an adulterer who arranged for the murder of his lover’s husband. Peter was 

outspoken and impulsive. When he had the chance to defend Jesus, he vehemently denied Him three times.  

  Who was Philip? He’s a layman. He hadn’t gone to seminary. He didn’t have special training in the Bible. He wasn’t a 

public speaker. He was a “man of the pew” who’d faithfully served in the church waiting on tables.  

  He wasn’t a professional but when the Lord needed someone to go to Samaria and share the gospel, Philip said, “Here 

am I, Lord. Send me.”  

  Philip was a friend of Stephen. In the list of the seven “deacons” (Acts 6) Stephen is listed first, Philip second. Maybe 

Philip watched from a distance as his friend was stoned to death for preaching the gospel. If the authorities thought they 

could intimidate the early church by such a brutal murder, they were wrong. Stephen’s death transformed Philip from a 

table waiter into a flaming evangelist. Is God moving in your life to get you to share His good news? 

  Only the gospel can change a neighborhood, a community or a country. Will politics change a country? That’s what 

Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority (picture) were hoping to accomplish. It failed. Education is supposed to be the 

panacea. The executives of Enron (picture) were highly educated and great crooks. Does Science have the answer? 

Science gave us the nuclear bomb (picture). Money is the answer? Bill Gates (picture) is worth $128 billion but all his 

money couldn’t save his marriage. Religion is not the answer. No group is more religious than the Taliban (picture).  

  When the gospel came into this city, “there was much rejoicing” (8:8). When sinners learn they can receive God’s 

forgiveness for all their sins by His grace alone, apart from any human merit, they rejoice.  

  When people looking for answers to their personal problems learn that Jesus can deliver them both from sin’s penalty 

and its power, they rejoice. When people who’ve tried all of the world’s solutions, gimmicks and cures learn that Christ 



is the risen Lord and Savior, and they can have a personal relationship with Him, they rejoice. If we want there to be 

great rejoicing in our community, we must share the gospel with as many as we can! 

 

2. Our greatest opportunities often come when an inevitable crisis hits. Everyone who is honest and thinking around 

the globe is aware of the fact that “things aren’t the way that they’re supposed to be”—that something is broken. N.T. 

Wright (picture) in his book, Simply Christian, refers to this awareness as “echoes of the voice of God that remind every 

person that something is broken and flawed, that things are not the way God created them to be. The four echoes are the 

longing for justice, the quest for spirituality, the hunger for relationships, and the delight in beauty.” 

  Everyone you meet lives somewhere between the poles of passion and pain. They just got their dream job or a new 

house, were married and had a baby. Or, conversely, they just lost their job, received some bad health news, or are 

experiencing deep hurt with a family member or friend.  

  Sharing Jesus is as simple as connecting with others around their passion or their pain. You don’t have to be a superstar 

Christian to find the intersection points with those around you. Let me suggest 5 D’s where there can be a great 

opportunity to touch a lost person’s life. The 5 D’s are: Divorce, Death, Displacement, Disaster, or Development. While 

all five of these play some part in the lives of those around you, there may be one or two that are especially apparent.  

  Divorce. Look for ways to serve those who’ve been through a divorce and find the healing they need in Christ. Perhaps 

speak into someone’s life to help prevent a divorce.  

  When someone is struggling in their marriage, the common pagan advice is to bail on the marriage. While there are 

appropriate times for divorce, someone wisely said that “there are two processes that should never be started 

prematurely – embalming and divorce.” Going through a divorce has been compared to a living death. You and I have 

an opportunity to offer the hope and healing found in Christ.  

  Death. During this Pandemic one glaring reality came to the forefront: we live in a culture that doesn’t know how to 

cope with death.  

  Generations ago, people spoke about death and accepted it. In a humanistic culture that’s increasingly unchurched and 

atheistic, the fear of death is at an all-time high. People grieving need someone to just be there. You and I can be that 

person. When facing the reality of death, even the greatest skeptic has existential questions. God has called us to “mourn 

with those who mourn.” When Lazarus died, Jesus wept. Likewise, Christians must step into these moments to offer both 

comfort and hope. 

  Displacement. Displacement is about people moving. Our housing market is off the chart. What does that tell us? 

People are moving into our community. When people move, they usually lack community.  

  At Grace, we’re committed to having the Welcome Mat out for those new to our community and help them make new 

friends. Many of you though have new people moving into your neighborhood. You may live in a prime spot for hosting 

a block party or some other community gathering. Maybe have a neighborhood picnic or coffee clutch. People are 

desperate for connection. Christians must be great facilitators of community.  

  Disaster. Disaster can carry a lot of connotations, and they all apply. Certainly, if our community experiences a disaster 

like a tornado or flood, we have an opportunity to stand in the gap and reach people. It could be the loss of a home in 

your neighborhood through a fire.  

  Think too of slow-rolling disasters–the ones that don’t make the news. Addiction is ravishing our community. We have 

an opportunity to care for addicts and their families. Other similar disasters are happening all around us: high school 

dropouts, unwed Moms, domestic abuse, and more. People in your neighborhood need your help and you can make a 

powerful difference for the cause of Christ by graciously reaching out to them. 

  Development. While the previous four D’s are more like challenges, development is more opportunity focused. For 

example, after-school programs or teen ministries can bridge the gap for stressed, overwhelmed parents. Even in affluent, 

white-collar communities, the development aspect is critical. Unseen challenges like mental health, special needs 

children, care for aging parents are as vital as food pantries or homeless shelters. If the pain is real to the person, it 

should be real to us. Look for specific pain points of those God has put in your circle of influence.  

 

3. I want to reach my world but… The hurdle for most of us is that we don’t know where to start. Let’s try to answer 

some of common questions that Christians ask when it comes to building gospel bridges.  

  How do I start? Begin with what you have. Simply start with what and whom you know. Do an inventory of your own 

skills and knowledge. What may be basic to you could be an unknown to someone else.  

  For example, maybe you like to cook. You’d be surprised how many of your neighbors don’t know basic cooking 

skills. Why do you think when the pandemic hit there was a run on frozen pizza? Maybe you know basics about home or 

car repairs, gardening, sewing, basic carpentry skills, etc. God blessed us with a big yard, so we watch people’s dogs. I 

enjoy driving so over the years I’ve dropped people off or picked them up the airport.  



  I’m embarrassed. I’ve lived here for years and don’t know my neighbors. Take a page out of Nike – Just Do It! The 

small pain of embarrassment is a tiny price to pay for the possibility of making a new friend and building a gospel 

bridge.  

  Become a front yard missionary. Sit out on a lawn chair and read or play with your phone. You’ll connect with 

neighbors who walk by. If you have a garden, share some of the extra produce. Every Christmas Jane and I take 

homemade baked goods to each of our neighbors.  

  How do I reach out to neighbors whose lifestyles I disagree with? By being Jesus. Did Jesus agree with the lifestyle of 

the prostitutes, tax collectors, adulterers and others with whom He’d have meals or hang out with throughout the 

Gospels? Jesus had more connection with the thief on the cross than He did the religious crowd that was mocking Him.  

  We’ve made sexual sin the big boogie man and dodge its victims. But aren’t materialism, consumerism, workaholism 

sinful lifestyles too? Jesus said that He was sent to those in need of a doctor, not to the healthy.  

  I’m too busy now. How do I fit this stuff into my schedule? We must build margin into our lives. Have you ever seen a 

house with junk cars and car parts filling the front yard? It’s ugly. Neighbors complain. It’s too full. 

  American culture values overfilled lives. Margin is the space between our load and our limits, between vitality and 

fatigue. It’s the opposite of overload. God designed us for relationships but relationships can’t be crammed in. They 

happen in the margins. Without margin we’re incapable of relational spontaneity in our neighborhood or at the 

workplace.  

  Without margin we’re uninterested in opportunities to serve those in our circle of influence. Without margin we’re 

unable to even think of planning time to spend with others. Margin gives us room to breathe and enables us to nourish 

relationships. It gives us room to be spontaneous to relationship opportunities that spring up.  

  The key is alignment not addition. This isn’t about adding more activities to your schedule. Instead look for ways you 

can align the rhythms of your life with the rhythms of life of those around you. You’re going to eat so go out for a meal 

together. If you like walking, walk together. Do you love dogs, go to a dog park together. But be prepared to prune some 

activity branches. To create margin, there are times something needs to be cut off.  

  How do I reach out to a neighbor that I’ve clashed with? Nearly everyone has experienced this to some degree. It may 

be that noisy neighbor or the one with a yapping dog. First, unless someone is in danger, don’t call the cops.  

  For Christians, seeking the welfare of their neighborhoods and who are trying to love their neighbors, neighborhood 

conflict can be daunting. When this happens we need to take another look at our identity in Christ. We’re to be 

peacemakers, to bless those who curse us, to offer food to our enemies. If the kingdom of heaven is going to become 

tangible, we must start taking Jesus literally. So, do what you can to make peace. Begin praying for them and asking God 

to help you. If you were wrong, admit it. Look for ways to rebuild bridges.  

 

Conclusion: Do you want to change your world? It’s simple – Be Jesus in your world. Let those around you see Jesus in 

you. We need modern-day Philips who will say, “I’m just a clay pot, but Lord, I’m ready, willing and able. Here am I, 

send me.” When we pray that way, we’ll spread the Good News. And when that happens, there will be great joy in our 

neighborhoods and our community.  

  Remember the Tiananmen Square protests (pictures)? Kim, one of the protesters who’d been in Tiananmen Square, 

was present. For Kim, Tiananmen Square was the beginning of a spiritual quest that led him to Christ. It began with a 

simple act of service by an elderly woman.  

  On May 29, 1989, Kim and a friend were in the square to protest the Communist regime. They had sliced their hands 

and drawn blood to write their message on white headbands, which they were wearing. Kim had written the word 

Freedom on his. His friend wrote the word Democracy on his. They were harassing the soldiers and helping block army 

vehicles from entering the square. It was summertime and very hot. After 24 hours of duty, the soldiers were hungry and 

thirsty. They had had nothing to eat or drink. Then Kim saw an elderly woman, a professor from the university, making 

the rounds of the soldiers, serving them bread and water! Kim was stunned. Later, he asked her why she did this. She 

replied, “The soldiers did not know what they were doing—and I was there to protect the students.”  

  Kim later shared, “This was my first direct experience with Christianity. She was the first Christian I had ever met. 

Until then I had thought Christianity to be ridiculous, a religion of foreigners. But now I thought, This is a good, kind 

religion. The Christian God must be a kind God.”  

  Three years later Kim was studying for his master’s degree. There he met a Christian who invited him to study John’s 

gospel together with some others students. He was impressed with the others in the circle of friends and with the Jesus he 

saw in the Scriptures. His first impression was, Jesus is kind, and He’s smart.” 

  That elderly professor simply sharing bread and water with her enemies had no idea what her act of service set in 

motion. She wasn’t thinking about the possible effects. For her, it was simply a matter of obeying the Great 

Commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  



  Who’s Your Samaritan? Reaching your Samaritans is not about being happy and comfortable. It’s about allowing 

God to push us out of our comfort zones, to knock off some of our prejudices and judgementalism.  

  Christian fulfillment and joy comes from obeying the Great Commission. It comes from putting yourself in the place 

that God wants you, even if it’s in the heart of Samaria. So go, maybe go across the street, maybe go to the next office 

cubicle. It’s being Jesus even to those who hate you. It’s time for us, it’s time for the Church to let Jesus shine though us!  

   


