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What do you think that atheists think of Christians who won’t share their faith? Well, we know what one atheist thinks. 

Penn Jillette (pictures) who  rose to fame as half of the magic duo Penn and Teller was in the spotlight a few years ago 

as a passionate advocate for atheism, which makes this heartfelt story so intriguing. 

  Back in 2016 Jillette recorded a short video about someone who talked to him after one of his shows. He said the guy 

was about his age and had participated in one of the acts as an audience member. The man complimented Jillette on the 

show, then said, “I brought this for you,” and held up a small book. It was a New Testament with the Psalms, something 

that could fit in a person’s pocket.  

  “I wrote in the front of it,” he said, “and I wanted you to have this.” The man explained that he was a businessman and 

not crazy.  

  Jillette, moved by the man’s gesture, recalled: “He was kind, and nice, and sane, and looked me in the eyes, and talked 

to me, and then gave me this Bible. I’ve always said, I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at 

all. If you believe there is a heaven and hell, and people could be going to hell or not getting eternal life or whatever, and 

you think it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward. How much do you have to 

hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate someone to believe everlasting life is possible and not 

tell them that?” 

  Jillette then offered this example to make his point: “If I believed, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming 

at you, and you didn’t believe it, that that truck was bearing down on you, there’s a certain point that I tackle you, and 

this is more important than that. This guy was a really good guy. He was polite, honest, and sane, and he cared enough 

about me to proselytize and give me a Bible.” 

  Jillette is still an atheist and wanted to make that clear: “I know there’s no God, and one polite person living his life 

right doesn’t change that. But I’ll tell you, he was a very, very, very good man. And that’s really important. And with 

that kind of goodness, it’s okay to have that deep of a disagreement...but, man, that was a good man who gave me that 

book.”  

  Do we really believe the Gospel? If we do, do we love those around us enough to share it with them, even if it’s socially 

awkward? And what if there was no one else. What if we’re the one God placed in their life?  

  A dear friend of mine, Susan Stephens (picture) was a nun. She went through an emotional crises and left the Order. 

Years later she had a pastor share the gospel with her and she trusted Christ.  

  Please hear this. Susan grew up in America, not a pagan country. She’d lived in Atlanta and the Bible belt for years. But 

until the pastor shared the gospel with her, no one before had ever shared the gospel with her.  

  Our Scripture reading today is that powerful account from Luke 16. But I want to focus on three verses, verses 29-31: 

“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the 

Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”  

  I want to ask this question: But what if there is no Moses? What if there was no prophet to share the gospel with this 

man’s brothers? “Moses and the Prophets” is a reference to God’s Word. God though uses people as His messengers. 

What if there was no one to share the gospel with your, friends, co-workers or neighbors…unless you do? What if there 

is no Moses? What if we don’t have gospel conversations?  

 

1. We all have excuses for not sharing the gospel. One of the worst teams in the NFL are the Detroit Lions. Their 

current coach is Dan Campbell (picture). But just suppose as the team finishes dressing this week for their game against 

the Bengals, Coach Campbell calls them for a pep talk. Some players are looking at him with anticipation, while others 

sit with their elbows on their knees, fingers interlaced.  

  “You all know what day this is,” Coach Campbell begins. “I don’t need to tell you why you are here.” He then launches 

into an inspiring pre-game speech on the theme of “courage against the odds.” The speech is a barnburner—part William 

Wallace, part George Patton. Victory would be tough but it wasn’t out of their reach—if they would be courageous. As 

Campbell ends his speech, the team members rise to their feet and begin shouting, jumping and chanting in unison, 

“Win! Win! Win!”  

  Coach Campbell revels in the response of the Lions team. He holds up both hands to silence the men and when he has 

their full attention, he ends with an admonition to “consider these things and take them to heart.” The team is dismissed 

with many players telling the Coach on their way out what a great pregame speech it was, certainly one of his very best. 

And then everyone goes to their cars and goes home.  



  Meanwhile out on the field, where a game is waiting to be played, the Bengals are declared the winners by default. 

Oblivious but satisfied with his performance, Coach Campbell goes home and starts preparing next week’s pregame 

speech, on the topic “luck favors the prepared.”  

  Meanwhile back in the locker room, a lone player sits and asks himself, “If this was the pregame speech, what 

happened to the game? Why didn’t we play the game?” While the pregame speech is needed and appreciated, is it 

enough? Is that all there is?   

  Is that fictional story of Coach Campbell and the Lions all that different from what happens in churches like ours every 

Sunday? We often grade the service by how well the “pregame speech” went instead of the performance on the field and 

in the game by the team on the playing field. We’re often long on exposition yet short on application. And we all know 

this – it’s application that changes lives and changes our world.  

  If what we are doing here is just a pep talk without any life change, we’re wasting our time. God is not looking for just 

listeners. He is looking for those who take His truth, apply it and it radically changes their lives.  

  Why don’t we share the gospel? Let’s consider some of the common excuses we use to justify our non-evangelism. 

Generally, those excuses just come into our minds, save us from having certain conversations, and then quickly pass by. 

These are some of the more common ones.  

  Excuse 1: “I don’t know their language.” A language barrier is an impressive excuse. If you’re sitting next to people 

who only speak Chinese or French, you don’t have much of an opportunity to share any news with them, let alone news 

about Christ and their own soul. 

  Obviously, you can work to learn another language and so be able to share with other people. Ever since the Tower of 

Babel, “I don’t know the language” has been one of the most common excuses. After all, the whole point of our using 

words is to be understood! 

  Do you want to learn to speak their language? These are questions most people that you meet are asking: Why is there 

evil in the world? Why is there pain and suffering? Is there any real right or wrong? Why do I exist? Why am I here? 

What’s my purpose in life? Does my life really matter? Does anyone love me?  

  Excuse 2: “Evangelism could cause problems at work.” Even in America where evangelism is legally allowed, many 

of us have jobs for which employers pay us to get a certain amount of work done. During work hours it may be that our 

evangelism distracts people, or reduces productivity, or does other things that can cause our employers valid concern. 

We don’t want the sharing of the gospel to bring the gospel into disrepute for any reason other than a disagreement with 

the message itself. 

  It’s why we must build relationships. If your fellow workers are going out after work, go. Go to the company picnic and 

Christmas party. Look for opportunities to build relationships outside of work.  

  Excuse 3: “Other things seem more urgent.” There’s so much to do in any given day. We’ve got to care for our 

families. Jobs done, bills paid. Cooking, cleaning, shopping, returning calls, answering email—I could go on and on 

about all the good things we need to do.  

  Many of these things are time-sensitive. If I have a misunderstanding with my wife, I need to take care of that 

immediately. If the baby is crying, I need to get her home. If the paper is due tomorrow, I’ve got to get the writing done 

right away. If we’ve got no food for tonight, I’ve got to do some shopping and cooking now. It’s legitimate to have many 

commitments in life other than evangelism.  

  The most important requirement for evangelism is a genuine, abiding relationship with Christ. Evangelism happens best 

when it’s an overflow of our Christian life, within the regular rhythms of walking with Christ. The more you love Jesus, 

the more you enjoy Him the more that you’ll talk about Him. A vibrant relationship with Christ is the starting point.  

  If you love Jesus, you don’t have to fit talking about Him into your life. You almost can’t help it. We all talk about 

what’s important to us, about what we love. If you love Jesus, you have to talk about Him.  

  Excuse 4: “I don’t know non-Christians.” Isolation from unbelievers may be the most common excuse for a lack of 

evangelism. We cloister folks around us who are just like we are. We often gather in groups of mini me’s. But God has 

called us to integrate, not isolate.  

  Jesus was a friend of sinners and regularly among them. Don’t miss the importance of this. We often forget how insular 

our lives can be as Christ-followers. Our lives are built around church. In many ways this is healthy. Gospel-fueled 

community is a vital element for spiritual health. We have a problem when the entirety of our community is other 

believers.  

  First, pray about it. Then, reach out to that neighbor or coworker. Join something that interests you. We must work at 

building gospel bridges.  

  Excuse 5: “People won’t listen, much less believe.” How many times do we convince ourselves that people don’t want 

to hear or they won’t be interested? We’ve forgotten how powerful the gospel is. It saved us and we were a sinful mess. 



Why do we think that we would respond to the gospel, but someone else wouldn’t? Look at Scripture. Consider Church 

History. God saves some of the most unlikely converts.  

  Two of our Deacons at Grace are wonderful examples of that: Dave Bonnar and Mike Wiemer (picture). I first reached 

out to Mike years ago. He wanted nothing to do with the gospel. But then God got ahold of his heart. That story is 

repeated all across this church family. Some of the people next to you – that was their story. Consider some friends 

you’ve seen converted. Consider your own coming to Christ.  

  In a very real sense, all conversions are surprising: enemies are loved, the alienated are adopted, those who should be 

punished inherit eternal life instead. It’s this radical, surprising nature of conversion that should encourage us in our own 

evangelism. God can save anyone. And the more unlikely it appears, the more glory God gets to Himself when it 

happens! 

  As Rico Tice (picture) puts it: “There is increasing hostility to the gospel message [today]. But something else is going 

on, too. There is also increased hunger. The same rising tide of secularism and materialism that rejects truth claims and 

is offended by absolute moral standards is proving to be an empty and hollow way to live. And that means that, 

excitingly, you’re more and more likely to find people quietly hungering for the content of the gospel.”  

 

2. Hell is real. Theologian, R. C. Sproul (picture) was asked which doctrine he struggles with most. He replied: “Hell.” 

Me too, R.C., Me too.  

  It’s comforting to know a theological giant like Sproul wrestled with something most of us struggle with. The doctrine 

of hell is uncomfortable for us. However, our understanding of hell shapes our view of the gospel, God’s holiness, and 

our depravity. If we don’t accept the reality of hell, we won’t rightly understand the glory of the gospel. 

  Read the Bible for yourself and you’ll find that Jesus talked more about hell than heaven. Jesus doesn’t only reference 

hell, He describes it in great detail. Jesus has to talk about hell because Hell is the fate that awaits all people apart from 

Him. Because of Adam’s sin, we’re all guilty and deserve God’s eternal punishment. Contrary to popular belief, hell is 

not a place where God sends those who’ve been especially bad; it’s our default destination. We need a rescuer or we 

stand condemned. There’s no denying that Jesus knew, believed, and warned about the reality of hell. Please notice some 

key things about Hell in this passage in Luke 16.  

  There are two different lives. “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed 

with what fell from the rich man's table.” Wealth is not a mark of God’s pleasure nor is poverty a sign of His 

displeasure. Heroes in Scripture are from the extremes of rich and poor.  

  If you stood those two people side by side when they were alive and asked the question, “Which one is right with 

God?” most would pick the rich man and been wrong! Lazarus reminds us that this life is not where we’re prosperous. 

Oftentimes righteous people suffer terribly. Thankfully this life is not all there is!.  

  There are two different deaths. “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man 

also died and was buried.” They may have had nothing in common in life, but they had much in common in death…they 

both died and met their eternal fate.  

  Lazarus died and his suffering ceases. The rich man died and his feasting ceases. It doesn’t matter how rich you are, 

everyone dies. The rich man learned that the one who dies with the most toys…still dies. This story reminds us that this 

life is very short and temporary.  

  There are two different destinations. “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich 

man also died…and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.” 

Jesus makes it plain there are two eternal destinies, heaven and hell. Heaven is pictured with the common Jewish 

symbolism of a banquet. At a banquet in that culture, guests reclined at a table in such a manner that you could lean back 

on the chest of the person next to you to engage in intimate conversation. Lazarus is pictured next to Abraham, the father 

of the faithful, enjoying rest, comfort, and fellowship, delivered from all of the trials he’d known in life.  

  The Bible is clear that there’s a place of eternal torment. Jesus uses the Greek word, Hades. We can’t be dogmatic 

about all the specifics, but we can say with certainty that hell is a real place and you don’t want to spend eternity there!  

  Jesus uses awful word pictures to teach us that it’s a horrible place. He refers to it as the outer darkness, where there’s 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. He cites Isaiah 66:24, describing hell as a place “where their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.” The doctrine of eternal punishment isn’t pleasant, but you can’t accept Jesus and reject hell. 

Virtually every statement in the Bible concerning hell comes from the lips of Christ. We can’t take Jesus seriously 

without taking seriously what He said about eternal punishment.  

  C.S. Lewis (picture) wrote that he came across a tombstone with the epitaph: “Here lies an atheist– all dressed up and 

no place to go!” The atheist who’d died had left instructions for those words to be added to his tombstone because he 

thought it was funny. Lewis commented: “I’ll bet now he wishes that were so.” For the believer, death means to be 



forever present with the Lord. For the unbeliever, death means to be away from God’s presence and in torment for all 

eternity.  

  There are two prayers…from Hell. Did you know that there’s prayer in hell? The rich man cried out to Abraham and 

lifted his cry to heaven. Notice his two prayers…  

  A cry of personal agony – Help me! ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger 

in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’  Erwin Lutzer (picture) points out, “The most sobering 

thought that could ever cross our minds is the fact that the rich man in Hell has not yet received the drop of water for 

which he so desperately longed.” He calls Abraham Father, but never acted like a son. He’s asking for relief based on 

his Jewish heritage.  

  It’s clear your family or national heritage won’t get you into heaven. He also doesn’t realize his situation is permanent. 

There’s no hope of a second chance. He has an eternity of regrets, “remember.”  

  A cry of concern for his family – Warn them! “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's 

house— for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham 

said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes 

to them from the dead, they will repent.’” For the first time, he shows concern for someone beyond himself, his brothers. 

People in hell have compassion for the lost, but can’t do anything about it. People in hell have a greater burden for those 

without Christ than we do. Sometimes we get so involved with “life,” we forget there are people all around us on their 

way to hell.  

  Is that you? They need us to be their Moses. Will we be? Will we share the gospel with them?   

 

3. If we don’t warn the lost around us, who will? When you boil it down, there are two kinds of Christians – Those 

who talk about the lost and those who talk to the lost.  

  You’re familiar with the slogan against driving drunk that says, “Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.” If you let 

friends drive drunk, it shows you don’t care about them. The ultimate relational apathy though would be to have a friend 

and let them die without at least having had the opportunity to respond to a clear presentation of the gospel. 

  Please ask the Lord to give you a burden for people without Christ. Think of someone right now in your circle of 

relationships who might not be a follower of Jesus. They might be a good person, but you aren’t sure that if they died 

they’d go to heaven. Do you care that this person might spend eternity in a place that Jesus called hell? The reason Jesus 

came was to save people from a place called hell. Jesus said, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was 

lost” (Luke 19:10).  

  The Apostle Paul was so burdened for the lost condition of his fellow Jews that he made an amazing statement. “I have 

great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for 

the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel” (Romans 9:2-4). Paul is saying, “I am so burdened 

for my Jewish brothers and sisters without Christ that I’d be willing to give up my salvation and to go to Hell if it would 

mean that they’d be saved.”  

  Now Paul is speaking emotionally, not theologically. Theologically, it’s impossible for someone to give up their 

salvation and be cut off from Christ. He’s saying, “My burden is so heavy that if I could, I would say ‘All right. You folks 

go to heaven. In order for you to go to Heaven, I would be willing to go to Hell.’” That’s not where most of us are. We 

can though ask God to burden our hearts for those in our relationships who need Jesus.  

  Ed Dobson (picture) pastor of Calvary Community in Grand Rapids wanted to shock his congregation and get their 

attention. During a sermon he said, “Most people on this planet are lost and dying and going to Hell.” Then he said, “The 

problem is, most of you in this room don’t give a (blankety-blank) about it!” But he used the word. There was an audible 

gasp from the audience. After he paused he said, “The real problem is you’re more concerned that I used that word than 

you are concerned about those people dying and going to Hell.”  

  I recently finished Share Jesus Without Fear by William Fay (picture). He caught my attention with this observation: 

“Debate has flourished about which of the wounds inflicted on Jesus actually caused His death. Among the many 

wounds He received were lacerations, punctures, abrasions, and contusions. In a sense we can say that none of these 

killed Jesus. The wound that killed Jesus was silence. No one spoke up for Him.” Will you and I speak up for Jesus? Will 

we be someone’s Moses?  

 

Conclusion: Dr. Sasha Vukelja (picture) was born in Yugoslavia under communism. She’s written a book about her life 

entitled Seeds. Her mother was an outspoken anti-communist so Dr. Vukelja spent her childhood in poverty moving from 

place to place. Her journey included time in a refugee camp and a short time in prison. Today she’s one of the most 

renowned oncologists in America. Dr. Vukelja is passionate about her faith and her practice of medicine. How did that 

happen? Seeds were planted in her life.  



  She writes in her book: “One day, a patient came to tell me he was stopping further treatments for his cancer. Usually, 

patients just call to tell me that, but he insisted on coming to see me in person. When I walked into the room, he said to 

me, ‘I know I’m dying, but I’m worried about my doctor.’ I raised my eyebrows, surprised at his candor. ‘You’re worried 

about me? You’re dying, and you’re worried about me? Now, why is that?’  

  He looked me square in the eye. ‘I know where I’m going, but I can’t leave just yet because I am not sure where my 

doctor is going.’  

  Where was I going? I couldn’t forget his question and his genuine concern for me that day. More and more, I seemed to 

keep running into people like him who lived with purpose and peace despite the news that they had cancer. It reminded 

me of finding wildflowers in the spring that you never knew were there. You didn’t plant them, but these unexpected 

backyard discoveries are beautiful in their own way.  

  I realized this was a picture of the spiritual dimension of my life. All the people and experiences from my past had 

planted a tiny seed in me along the way. The seeds that I thought were scattered rather haphazardly had come together, 

taken root and flourished underground. And one day, they unexpectedly and mysteriously took on a life of their own and 

came to the surface where I could see them—really see them—for the first time.”  

  Today Dr. Vukelja is a devoted follower of Jesus. When she was baptized, her pastor asked her, “Tell us Sasha, who is 

your Lord?” She didn’t say it quietly, she shouted, “Jesus Christ is my Lord!”  

  That’s the joy of the harvest. It’s the result of hundreds of seeds being planted in her life. All of us have seeds of grace 

planted in our lives. We must be scattering seeds of the gospel as well. We’ll never know until eternity how God used 

your seeds.  

  So, please share your story and share your faith! A man dying of cancer was Moses to his cancer doctor. Who needs 

you be their Moses?  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


