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Richard Foster (picture) said, “If we truly love people, we will desire for them for more than it is within our power to 

give them, and this will lead us to prayer. Intercession is a way of loving others” Do you love people? Do you love lost 

people? If you do, you’ll pray for them. Kingdom Praying means praying for the lost in your circle of relationships. 

  This is the last message in our series, Who’s Your One? I hope and pray it’s brought change in your passion for the lost 

around you. Our greatest means of reaching the lost is not a gospel presentation or getting them to come to church. It’s 

prayer. It’s bringing them before the throne of grace. We can’t coax people into the Kingdom. Salvation is a work of 

God.   

  Do you have lost folk you regularly pray for? The truth is that we pray too little and pray too insipidly. Can you 

imagine asking Warren Buffett (picture) for lunch money? What kind of fool would ask one of the richest men in the 

world for milk money? It’s estimated that Buffett is worth $105 billion. Can I share something more foolish? Asking 

God for the small. Too often we ask God for the temporal instead of the eternal. It’s like asking God for a Happy Meal.  

  One pastor shared that for years he met with 8-10 men to pray together. He says, “I remember one week when we began 

by sharing various prayer requests. One man was going on a business trip soon, another had a son with problems in his 

English class, another mentioned a health issue in his family, and another asked us to pray about a troublesome situation 

at work. All the requests were very legitimate. All were shared with a sense of honesty and openness. As we began to 

pray, everything proceeded normally until one man prayed something like this: “Lord, teach us to pray big prayers. So 

much of what we pray is just details.”  

  I don’t think that there is a bigger prayer than the salvation of a lost soul. It’s not that little things don’t matter. They do, 

but frequently our prayers suffer because our vision is so small. If we truly want to honor God, we’ll believe what He 

says and then act on that belief by praying large prayers that require an Almighty God to answer them.  

  This morning we want to focus on the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). As we come to the second petition, it’s as if God says, “Ask me for something 

hard. Ask me to send My kingdom to the earth.” Now that’s big. It’s a lot bigger than asking God for a safe trip on your 

vacation to Florida or for the right Christmas gift for your Granny.  

  If all we do is pray about small things, we’ve missed the world-changing power of the Lord’s Prayer. “Your Kingdom 

come” is serious business. We’re asking the omnipotent God to invade this world and transform it. Before we dig into 

this 2nd petition, let me make two simple observations: 

  This is the shortest petition. In English, it’s 3 words; in Greek, only 4. Length doesn’t indicate importance. In this case, 

it indicates the opposite. 

  This is an imperative. It’s a command. The verb is placed first for emphasis. You could rightly translate it, “Come, 

Kingdom of God.”  

  In reality when we pray, “Come, Kingdom of God,” there’s a note of urgency. It’s as if we’re praying, “Lord, let your 

kingdom come right here, right now, today!” To pray this way means we’re not satisfied with the status quo. We’re 

praying because we know things could be–and should be–better than they are. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. We must pray for God’s Kingdom to come. What is the kingdom of God? William Barclay (picture) offers this 

helpful definition: The kingdom of God is “a society upon earth in which God’s will is as perfectly done as it is in 

heaven.” The kingdom of God is first of all a society, an organized group of men and women. Secondly, it’s “on earth” 

and it’s a place where the will of God is done. 

  Why is the kingdom of God so important that we should make it the subject of our regular prayers? God’s kingdom is 

made up of heavenly citizens. This is an evangelistic prayer.  

  The kingdom of God is important because it was the central issue of Jesus’ ministry. The kingdom of God is what 

Jesus came to establish. He said that in various ways over and over again.  

  Matthew 4:17  “From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 

4:23 “Jesus went throughout Galilee…preaching the good news of the kingdom.” Luke 4:43 “I must preach the good 

news of the kingdom of God…for that is why I was sent.” Luke 17:21 “The kingdom of God is in your midst.”  

  Jesus came to establish a new society on the earth. This society would be made up of those dedicated to doing the will 

of God. It’s those who are born-again, Christ-followers.  

  But this kingdom that He would establish would be fundamentally different from the kingdoms of this world because it 

would call for a heart commitment from those who follow Him. That crucial point forever separates the kingdom of God 

from every earthly kingdom.  



  Being in an earthly kingdom is a matter of geography. Essentially, it’s an accident of birth. That’s not the case with 

Jesus’ kingdom. Being part of the kingdom of God only comes through the new birth or being born-again. Being in the 

Kingdom of God only comes with the heart commitment that Jesus demands of His followers. You have to get off the 

fence and make a commitment to Christ or you’ll never be in the kingdom of God.” 

  This explains why the people of the world will never understand the people of the kingdom. We’ve made a heart 

commitment to the truth. That commitment guides everything we do. We start from a different place, we look at life a 

different way, we make our decisions on a different basis, as a result, we end up in a different place. This reality applies 

all the way across the board, whether we’re talking about how to raise our children, or how to spend our money, or our 

entertainment choices. Our commitment to truth forever separates us from the people of the world, which is why they 

don’t understand us and think we’re a little bit crazy. The kingdom of God is for people who are fundamentally different 

from the people of the world. 

  That’s because the kingdom comes first in the hearts of men and women as they surrender themselves to Christ. That’s 

where it all begins. That means that His kingdom spreads not through political power, but through gentle persuasion as 

one by one individuals choose to follow Christ. Political action is never going to bring in the kingdom of God.  

  The kingdom of God must come in human hearts before it will ever effect society at large. Conversion comes before 

character, and personal change before social change. In the great debate concerning evangelism and social action, the 

answer must be that while both are needed, evangelism must be our first focus and priority. It’s only through the 

spreading of the gospel that human hearts are truly changed and cultures are transformed.  

  Real change only comes from heart change. It’s why the kingdom of God was central to Jesus. What was important to 

Him must be important to us. That’s why Jesus taught us to pray “Your kingdom come.” 

  The kingdom of God is the only thing that will last forever. A few days ago, on October 13th, ninety-year-old William 

Shatner (picture) of Star Trek fame became the oldest person to travel to space. As exciting as that was, Shatner still had 

to come back to earth.  

  Star Trek first aired in 1966. Many of you sitting here have no idea what the Vulcan death grip is or what the phrase, 

“Beam me up Scotty” is talking about. It’s all temporal and passing.  

  Several years ago I was on a flight to Texas and Senator Lloyd Bentsen (picture) happened to be on the flight. I think 

other than the flight attendants, I was one of the few who recognized him. In 1988 Lloyd Bentsen was the Democratic 

nominee for Vice President on the Dukakis ticket. He was a four-term United States Senator from Texas. Today his 

name and power have been swept into the dustbin of history.  

  Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 9:5, “For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no 

further reward, and even the memory of them is forgotten.” What a sobering thought, “even the memory of them is 

forgotten.” That’s true of all our human endeavors. If you’re counting on somebody remembering you after you are 

gone, forget it. Sooner or later, you’ll be just another name on a tombstone.  

  Here’s what will happen after you die. Your family will call up the funeral home and arrange a nice service. Someone 

will stand up and say some nice things about you and then they’ll bury you. Do you know what happens then? Your 

friends will go over to your house and have a party and eat your food. Then, they’ll get in their cars, go back home, and 

get on with their lives. Maybe you’re thinking, “That’s depressing.” No, it’s reality. And if I happen to die before you do, 

you’ll do the same thing for me. Before long, I’ll be a dim memory and then I’ll be forgotten altogether. 

  If you’re looking for lasting significance in this world, you’re wasting your time. All those things we do to give 

ourselves significance - degrees after our names, the houses we buy, the money we save, the cars we drive, the empires 

we build, the relationships we seek, the clothes we wear, the networks we create - in the end those things will amount to 

nothing.  

  That’s why Hebrews 12:28 says that God is going to give “a kingdom that cannot be shaken.” Everything that’s of this 

world is shakable. God desires to establish a kingdom on earth that will last forever. That kingdom will be made up of 

men and women who have committed their lives to Christ and decided to follow Jesus.  

  When we pray for lost people, we’re asking God for something that will last. Every time someone trusts Christ, God’s 

kingdom comes…one life at a time. That’s why we pray for the lost around us. It’s partnering in prayer with the Lord’s 

prayer, “Your Kingdom Come.” That’s why the kingdom of God is so important. It’s the only thing that will last forever. 

 

2. Kingdom praying means praying for the lost. There was a tragic story out of Philadelphia this past week. A man 

raped a woman on a commuter train after he’d harassed her for more than 40 minutes. But here’s the most shocking part. 

Multiple people held up their phones to record the rape without intervening. No one cared.  

  Dr. Lawrence M. Gould (picture), President Emeritus of Carleton College said, “I do not believe the greatest threat to 

our future is from bombs or guided missiles. I don't think our civilization will end that way, I think it will die when we no 

longer care.” But what about the Church? Do we care? Is the world dying without Christ because we just don’t care?  



  How different we are from the Apostle Paul. In Romans 10:1 he wrote, “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God 

for them is that they may be saved.” J.B. Phillips renders that, “My brothers, from the bottom of my heart I long and 

pray to God that Israel may be saved!” Why should we pray for the lost? Let me suggest three reasons. 

  We should pray for the lost because of God’s heart. The greatest verse in the Bible assures us that God loves those 

who don’t know him. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Even those who don’t know the Bible know this verse. Far fewer 

know the following verse: “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through Him” (John 3:17).  Taken together, these two verses tell us that God’s love motivated Him to send His Son to 

the world and that His purpose was not to condemn the world but to save it through the sacrifice of Christ.  

  1 Timothy 2:3-4 tells us even more about God’s heart: “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men 

to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 2 Peter 3:9 plainly declares that God is patient, “not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  

  When Paul says “all,” he means all without exception. When Peter says “anyone,” he doesn’t mean some but not 

others. God wants the lost to be saved and He waits patiently, giving men and women more time to come to repentance. 

God’s love is broad and vast, reaching out to the ends of humanity. As a beloved gospel song says, “the vilest offender 

who truly believes that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.” God loves the world and wants the lost to be saved 

through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  The great Reformer, John Knox (picture) had God’s heart for the lost. When he rose on a cold night and knelt down 

and prayed for Scotland, his wife begged him to come back to bed, said; “Woman, how can I sleep when my land is not 

saved? O God! Give me Scotland, or I die!” What’s your heart’s desire? Is it for someone to come to Christ and be 

saved?  

  We should pray for the lost because of Christ’s sacrifice. Christ came to this world for the lost. “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10). Jesus died to provide a way of salvation for the whole human 

race. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a 

ransom for all men” (1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

  We should pray for the lost because of their condition. The New Testament reveals how hopeless the lost are without 

Christ. They’re… Blind: “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 

the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (II Corinthians 4:4). Captive to Satan: We should pray that 

unbelievers might “escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will” (II Timothy 2:26). 

Condemned: “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 

because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:18). Dead: “As for you, you were dead in 

your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Helpless: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws 

Him” (John 6:44). Hopeless: “Without hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). Without Understanding: “The 

man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and 

he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).  

  Taken together theses verses show how desperate the plight is of those without Christ. They’re blind and think they can 

see. They’re dead and think they’re alive. They’re captive and think they’re free. They’re helpless and think they can do 

anything. They’re without understanding and think they know everything.  

  What do you say to a dead person? A dead person can’t hear, can’t see, can’t understand, can’t walk, can’t talk, can’t 

think, can’t feel. Dead people can’t do anything except be dead. Because he/she is physically alive, they hear your words 

but because they’re spiritually dead, they make no sense to them. They literally have no idea what you’re talking about.  

  What’s the answer? We must pray for the lost that God will open their eyes. Before we do the work of evangelism, we 

must fervently pray that God will go before us. When we pray for the lost, we’re saying to God, “You go first! If you 

don’t go first, all our efforts will be in vain.” 

 

3. What do we pray for the lost? First, we should pray for Christians to speak to the lost. Second, we should pray for 

the lost that God will do a mighty work in them that they might believe and be saved. 

  We need to pray that Christians will share the gospel with the lost. Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field” (Matthew 9:37-38). 

We should pray God will work in the hearts of His people, in our hearts, that we’ll have great love and compassion for 

those without Christ.  

  A key reason that most Christians don’t pray for the lost or share the gospel is that we’re practicing Universalists. 

There were two ruthless businessmen brothers. They were very rich but everyone knew how deplorable they were. One 

brother died. The remaining brother sought out a pastor to preach the funeral. He found a pastor with a church that 

desperately needed a new roof. This brother handed the pastor a check for the amount needed to replace the roof but said, 



“I have only one condition. At his funeral, you must say my brother was a saint.” Well, the church needed a roof, so the 

pastor took the check and immediately cashed it.  

  The funeral was packed. Everyone from town knew how despicable the man was and wanted to hear what the preacher 

would say. At the funeral, the pastor lets loose: “This was an evil man. He cheated on his wife and abused his family. He 

ripped off everyone he could.” But as we wrapped it up, he concluded with, “But compared to his brother, he was a 

saint.” 

  Universalism teaches that everybody is automatically saved. That one day, God, in His goodness and forgiveness is 

going to give everyone a pass and throw open the gates of heaven. Universally, there is going to be salvation for 

everybody. But the Bible teaches that not everybody is saved.  

  Why would Paul be praying for these Jewish brothers and sisters if everybody were saved? It would have been a useless 

prayer. No, not everybody is saved. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount made this distinction. He said, “There are two 

kinds of people and there are two different pathways of life.” In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate. 

For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is 

narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” If you’re a universalist, Jesus died in vain 

and you’re calling God a liar. God said everyone needs to come to the cross and unless they do, they’re lost.   

  We need to pray that the lost will listen. We need to pray that they’ll have receptive hearts. Proverbs 21:1 reminds us 

that “the king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; He directs it like a watercourse wherever He pleases.” 

  The heart of the most obstinate sinner is in the Lord’s hand. We need to ask God to work in the heart of an unbeliever. 

Until that happens, salvation is impossible. Until God begins to change that situation by performing divine heart surgery, 

our sharing of the gospel will have no effect. 

  And we must pray that their spiritual eyes will be opened. When Paul stood before King Agrippa, he recounted how the 

Lord Jesus had called him to minister to the Gentiles. Jesus said, I am sending you “to open their eyes and turn them 

from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 

among those who are sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18). Think about the contrasts – from closed to open, from 

darkness to light, from Satan to God. That’s a great description of conversion. We need to pray the eyes of sinners’ heart 

will be opened to see their true condition and God’s provision of salvation. 

  The apathy of believers for the lost is one of God’s biggest heartaches. We need God’s heart. We must learn to 

faithfully pray for those outside of God’s grace. We must pray and we must share the gospel. When we pray and when 

we share the gospel, God moves from heaven. The lost begin to have a new attitude and often come to Christ. It all 

comes from God, even the strength to pray for sinners, so in the end God alone gets the glory.    

  We need to talk to God about people before we talk to people about God. Salvation is such a great miracle that unless 

God divinely works, no sinner will ever be saved. We must care enough to pray for the lost and then share with them the 

Good News. It’s God’s plan for reaching this world. 

Conclusion: Where do we go from here? Where should we begin in applying this message? Here are some practical 

suggestions.  

  First, make a list of lost people you know and begin to pray for them. Pray daily for God to work in their hearts.  

  Second, pray with others for the lost. This will build your faith and keep you from discouragement. Because of the 

upcoming holidays we’re not going to start this now but in January we’ll be launching a weekly prayer meeting to pray 

primarily for the lost. 

  Third, be ready to be part of the answer to your own prayers. Sometimes when we pray for a family member or a 

friend to be saved, what we mean is, “Lord, send someone else to ______. God doesn’t usually work that way. As you 

pray for those close to you, don’t be surprised if God puts you in the place to share the gospel with them.  

  Fourth, trust in God’s timing. Don’t rush the Lord. Praying for the lost takes effort, endurance, and a long-term 

perspective. While not every sinner we pray for will be saved, we must give God time to work.    

  Midwestern Baptist Seminary put out a great quote on Twitter. “More people are in the Kingdom thanks to godly 

grandmothers who prayed for their families daily than all the famous preachers combined.” 

  When we pray for the lost, we’re saying to them, “If you go to hell, you’ll have to go there over my prayers.” There are 

many roadblocks on the highway to hell - loving parents, Christian friends, the testimony of God’s Word, and the church 

of Jesus Christ. God has placed a final roadblock outside the gates of hell. Our prayers stand as a barrier between the lost 

and a Christless eternity. Please pray for the lost. Pray for that lost family member, friend or neighbor or co-worker. God 

has commanded us to do Kingdom Praying. We must pray and persevere in prayer for the lost.  

  Lee Strobel (picture) shared of a man who prayed for his brother to come to Christ. This man came to Christ at one of 

the first Billy Graham Crusades back in the late 1940’s. Shortly after he came to Christ, he began to witness and pray for 

his brother. But his brother wanted nothing to do with the gospel. His brother was a Harvard law school graduate and a 

successful patent attorney in San Francisco. He shared with Lee that he prayed for his brother for 48 years and 348 days. 



His brother got terminal cancer and in that moment of desperation, as he knocked on death’s door, he came to Christ. He 

had prayed 48 years and 348 days.  

  Please pray for the lost God has brought into your life and keep on praying! God is still saving the lost but He wants us 

to pray and then share, and trust Him to work! 

 

 


