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In 1973 MIT (picture) researchers developed the “World One” computer program which predicts that we will see the 

end of our civilization in 2040.  

  At a 2019 event honoring Martin Luther King Jr., Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (picture) cautioned the audience that 

climate change would “destroy the planet” by the year 2031 if people fail to address a generational challenge she likened 

to “World War II.” “Millennials and people, you know, Gen Z and all these folks that will come after us are looking up 

and we’re like: ‘The world is gonna end in 12 years if we don’t address climate change…”  

  At the recent Climate Summit in Glasgow, Prince Charles (picture) addressed the crowd and said that the summit “is 

quite literally the last chance to save the planet from the ravages of climate change…As the future of humanity and 

nature herself are at stake.”  

  The media and intellectual elite didn’t ridicule them. The vast majority of Americans, 75%, believe in climate change. 

Yet, if you asked most Americans if they believe what the Bible teaches about the end of the world, the majority do not. 

Only 40% believe that what God’s Word says about The End of the World is credible. Please understand, the Bible 

teaches that we are to be wise managers of this planet, yet most pay closer attention to science than the Sovereign of all 

creation.  

  This morning we’re continuing our journey through 2 Thessalonians and focusing on 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. It’s a 

tough passage. I teasingly asked James if he wanted to preach this week too. Australian New Testament scholar, Leon 

Morris (picture) said of this text: “This passage is probably the most difficult and obscure in the whole of Paul’s 

writings. The many gaps in our knowledge have given rise to extravagant speculations.”  

  We need to approach this passage with humility. Good and godly Christians interpret this differently. Our goal is to 

understand what Paul is saying. Warren Wiersbe (picture) said this about prophecy. “The purpose of Bible prophecy is 

not for us to make a calendar, but to build character.”  

  This morning we prayed for the persecuted Church. Paul’s purpose in writing was to encourage these persecuted 

Christians who were disillusioned and discouraged. He uses the return of Christ and God’s judgement of evil to 

encourage this beleaguered church. His purpose was not to answer all of our questions about God’s plan and the future. 

He wrote to encourage them.  Turn to 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (p. 989). If you’re taking notes. 

 

1. God’s people will escape the coming judgement, vss. 1-3. Recently, a friend of mine had to convince his 80-year-

old mother the offer for extending her car warranty was a scam. Paul is dealing with a theological scam. He wrote 2 

Thessalonians in response to false teachers. Apparently, they’d been sent a fake letter purporting to be from Paul that 

said Christ had already returned and they’d missed it. It was not only deceitful, it was cruel. These 1st century scammers 

said that the Day of the Lord had already come and gone. It’s why Paul mentions “truth” five times in these 12 verses.  

  Remember the movie, Cast Away (picture) with Tom Hanks? In one scene there’s a plane off in the distance and he 

can’t get them to see him and rescue him. He’s disconsolate, desperate to be rescued with no real hope. That’s how the 

Thessalonians felt. They’re shipwrecked in a stormy sea of horrible persecution. In the middle of the storm they received 

a message which in effect told them that the rescue plane had flown over and missed them. Can you imagine how 

hopeless they felt? But it was all a lie.  

  And it didn’t need to happen. They were torpedoed by the lie because they’d let go of God’s truth. It’s a warning for us. 

If we don’t know our Bibles, if we don’t cling to God’s truth, we’re sitting ducks. Only the truth of God’s Word can 

protect us from lies and disillusionment.  

  The Day of the Lord is not a simple concept. It’s rooted in the Old Testament and mentioned 34 times in the Bible. The 

Day of the Lord doesn’t refer to a single, 24-hour period. It’s used like the expression, “We’re living in the day of 

nuclear energy.” It refers to the time when God will dramatically intervene in human history and set in motion the events 

of the end of the world, as we know it.  

  We live in the Age of Grace. Today someone can be a blasphemer, an atheist, teach false doctrine and seemingly God 

does nothing about it. But the Day of the Lord is coming. Then, God will deal with wicked people directly and 

dramatically. This period designated in Scripture as “the Day of the Lord” is a time when God will punish sin and deal 

in judgment with a Christ-rejecting world. It includes the seven year tribulation and will culminate with the judgement of 

the Great White Throne.  

  Yet, it’s not for them. Verse 1, “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together 

to Him.” The only other time this word gathered is used in our New Testament is in Hebrews 10:25, “not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

There it’s admonishing believers to make “gathering,” or corporate worship a priority.  



  This gathering before the Day of the Lord is what we know as the rapture when all believers are gathered together in 

heaven. Believers will not face God’s judgement at the Day of the Lord. Because we won’t face it… 

  We must not be frightened. The word shaken was used of an earthquake or a ship tossed at sea. They were allowing 

false reports to rattle them. We must anchor ourselves to God’s truth. When we’re confident our Heavenly Father is in 

control and has written the last page, we don’t have to fear.  

  We must not be fooled. We have a modern example of theological deceit with Charles Taze Russell (picture), founder 

of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Russell taught Jesus has already come and believers should no longer look for His coming. 

He also taught the end of the world would occur in 1914. 

  A Peanuts cartoon of some years ago pictures Lucy and Linus (picture) looking out the window at a steady downpour 

of rain. “Boy,” says Lucy, “look at it rain! What if it floods the whole world?” “It will never do that,” Linus replies 

confidently. “In the ninth chapter of Genesis, God promised Noah that would never happen again, and the sign of the 

promise is the rainbow.” “You’ve taken a great load off my mind,” says Lucy with a relieved smile. Linus replies, 

“Sound theology has a way of doing that!”  

  Sound theology can keep us from biting on the baited hooks of the enemy of our souls. But if we don’t know God’s 

Word, if we don’t know theology, we can be easily shaken. Satan loves to deceive God’s people. 

 

2. A worldwide rebellion must occur. “For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I 

was still with you I told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his 

time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the 

way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and bring to 

nothing by the appearance of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and 

false signs and wonders.” 

  2 Thessalonians 2 isn’t some horror story. Jesus warned us of these things. Compare what Jesus taught in Matthew 24 

with 2 Thessalonians 2. There are two key words we want to focus on: Apostasy and Antichrist.  

  There will be a great apostasy. The word “rebellion” would be better translated apostasy. It comes from the Greek 

word apostasia and means “abandonment.” It comes from a military term meaning “to abandon a position.” From this 

root word another form of it is used for divorce. Apostasy is a divorce from God’s truth and it’s taking place today.  

  Though most Protestant churches today would not hold to what we hold, we have not moved. Less than a hundred years 

ago nearly every church across America held to what we hold to as true. God’s Word has not changed but they have 

moved. Let me just share a couple of examples.  

  One of the new Senators from Georgia, Dr. Raphael Warnock (picture) is also pastor of the historic Ebenezer Baptist 

Church in Atlanta where Martin Luther King, Jr. was the pastor. But Raphael Warnock is pro-abortion. Personally, I 

believe that abortion is one of the greatest forms of racism.  

  Between 1882 and 1968, 3,446 blacks were lynched by the Ku Klux Klan. Today abortion kills more black Americans 

in less than 3 days than the Klan killed in 86 years! No wonder Alveda King (picture), niece of MLK said, “those of us 

who care about the civil rights of all Americans-born and unborn–oppose the expansion of the most racist industry in 

America–the abortion industry.” 

  Anyone who’s read the Old Testament knows that it forbids witchcraft. Apparently, a group of Jewish women didn’t 

get the memo. They’re known as Jewitches - they embrace both Judaism and witchcraft. The Talmud prohibits witchcraft 

and sorcery. Those are just a few examples of modern day apostasy, yet they’re minor league compared to what’s 

coming.  

  Here the definite article is used: the apostasy, the rebellion. This will be the ultimate rebellion. It’s hard to imagine it 

getting worse, but it will get a lot worse. While lawlessness is already present in the world, it hasn’t reached its peak. 

Before the 2nd coming there will be a massive evil worldwide revolt.  

  There will be the Antichrist. Just as we refer to Christ as the “man of sorrows,” this is the “man of sin.” Paul doesn’t 

use the term “antichrist.” The Apostle John was the only one who used that specific term. But it’s the commonly used 

theological name to designate the last great world dictator.  

  After the rapture, this person will be the planet’s first truly global leader. Out of the chaos of the disappearance of the 

Church, he will bring the nations together in a one-world government under a one-world economy. 

  There’s probably no more mysterious, fascinating and malevolent figure spoken of in the Bible than the Antichrist. 

He’s been the focus of a great deal of speculation among students of prophecy and the subject of countless books. He is a 

real person and coming in the future as unpacked for us here. 



  Some scoff at the “myth of Antichrist,” suggesting that what we’re dealing with here is like Bigfoot or the Loch Ness 

Monster, firmly entrenched in human folklore but not real. Unfortunately, what’s contributed to this attitude are 

Christians who through the centuries have sought to identify the evil men of their own day as the Antichrist. It’s akin to 

crying “wolf” too often.  

  God’s Word never identifies who the Antichrist will be and neither should we. But he is, as Leon Morris (picture) 

states “the last and supreme embodiment of evil, one who will make his appearance only in the last time.”    

  The Bible teaches there will come a man who will receive worldwide acclaim. He will deify himself claiming to be God 

in the flesh. This is  Satan’s Messiah. “Anti” speaks of against, instead of. He will be a pseudo Christ, a satanic 

counterfeit. How is Antichrist described here? 

  He is the embodiment of evil. He’s called the man of lawlessness and the lawless one. In other words he is defiant of all 

law. He believes there are no moral absolutes or moral law. He advocates anarchy in the name of freedom, rejecting 

God’s morality and civil law. He is ungodly, wicked and ruthless. 

  He is doomed. The son of destruction is a Jewish idiom. Just as a son shares in his father’s nature, so the Antichrist will 

be marked by eternal ruin and damnation.  

  He blasphemes God. The Antichrist will demand exclusive worship. He will assume the place of worship rightly 

reserved for God alone. The Jewish temple was a visible symbol of God’s presence. It’s the ultimate blasphemy.  

  Antichrist proclaiming himself God in the temple is what the prophet Daniel and Jesus both called the abomination of 

desolation. “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel” (Matt. 24:15). This future 

event will usher in worldwide suffering, Matthew 24:21, “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 

from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be.”   

  He is deceptive, v. 9. Antichrist will be energized by Satan himself. This will be shock and awe. Satanic inspired 

miracles are meant to deceive, not to enlighten. Deception will be the name of the game.  

  He will be destroyed, v. 8. When Christ returns it will be a decisive victory, not a long drawn out battle. Satan’s 

messiah will be dethroned, judged and cast into hell. 

  John Stott (picture) points out that there are two principal targets of the Antichrist’s venom – God and the law, or 

religion and ethics. These are the two essential ingredients of culture. They act as a glue to bond a community together. 

They’re the two authorities humanity has consistently recognized. To attack them is to undermine the foundations of 

society.  

  Antichrist’s godlessness and lawlessness will go beyond the denial of these basic authorities to the demand that worship 

and obedience be given to him alone. Totalitarianism, not anarchy is his goal. This summary may help you.  

   God establishes a law; Antichrist is the lawless one.  

   God stands for creation; Antichrist is the son of destruction.  

  God demands worship; Antichrist sits in God’s sanctuary.  

  God declares truth; Antichrist peddles unrighteous deception.  

  Jesus was revealed from heaven; Antichrist will be revealed from earth.  

  Jesus will come for His Church; Antichrist will come in Satan’s power.  

  Here’s how Adrian Rogers (picture) describes the Antichrist: “World history began with the sin of man; it will end 

with the man of sin. There are some people who tell us that man sprang from the beast. Man did not spring from the 

beast; man is headed to the beast. Man is headed to the Antichrist, that last world ruler, who is Satan’s superman.” 

 

3. The Restrainer must be removed. The phrase, “you know” (vs. 6) indicates these Thessalonian Christians 

understood who the restrainer was. Paul had taught this to them before so there was no reason for him to repeat it. The 

problem is that we don’t know and it becomes an interpretation issue where godly people disagree.  

  Who is the restrainer? One interpretation is that it’s the preaching of the gospel and that’s what holds back the tide of 

evil. This view is based on Matthew 24:14, “And the gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”  

  Others think it’s human government or the general principle of law and morality. Once the rebellion occurs, all hell will 

break loose.  

  Some teach this is the archangel Michael. Daniel 12:1, “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has 

charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that 

time.” 

  None of these explanations seem to really fit the passage. They’re human forces, except for Michael, but even he 

doesn’t have the power to restrain Satan alone.  

  The best explanation that many Bible students hold is that this restrainer is the Holy Spirit. That seems consistent with 

the New Testament. John 16:8, “He [the Holy Spirit] will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 



judgment” or 1 John 4:4, “ Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He who is in you is greater 

than he who is in the world.” God said in Genesis 6:3 that His Spirit would not always abide with men. It’s the Holy 

Spirit who keeps the flood gates of evil at bay until God has decreed the end. It’s all according to God’s time table.  

  To use an expression from Jesus’ own words, if you intend to bind the strong man, Satan, you have to be stronger than 

he is. Only God can restrain this evil yet powerful person, and so far He has restrained him. We’re living in the interval 

between the prediction of this person and his emergence, but emerge he will. 

  Since the Holy Spirit is omnipresent, how could He be removed? The best explanation is the rapture. I believe it will be 

by the removal of the Church in whom the Spirit indwells. Please understand that this is a matter of interpretation. But I 

see support for what many call the rapture of the Church here. Christ comes before any of this occurs to snatch away His 

bride. If one holds to this view, you believe Christ will come for Christians before the judgement of the tribulation 

begins. Paul wanted this to encourage them. Escaping the judgement of the tribulation would be very encouraging.  

  It fits too with what Jesus said that we are to be salt and light. God uses believers to restrain evil. Our neighborhoods, 

workplaces and communities should be different because we’re there. Is your neighborhood, workplace and community 

different because you’re there? Are you salt and light?  

   

4. God will bring about a final accounting. “And with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they 

refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is 

false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  

  They believed lies. Sometimes we can be so gullible. For those of you with an iPhone (picture), a few years ago there 

was a software update for the iPhone 7. Someone posted a fake ad on social media claiming the new software made the 

iPhone waterproof. Hundreds of iPhone users believed that lie and immersed their phones in the sink or bathtub to see if 

it would work. It didn’t and they were soon shopping for a new iPhone.  

  The Bible says that during the time of the Antichrist, people will believe the lie. Jesus warned that Satan was a liar from 

the beginning. Satan and his Superman have the same purpose, to deceive, kill, steal and destroy.  

  What’s THE lie? It’s the same lie Satan told Eve. God said, “Help yourself to all the food in the Garden, but there’s one 

tree that I reserve to Myself. Don’t eat of that fruit, or you will die.” Satan’s lie was: “Eve, you don’t need a God because 

you can be your own god. Eat of this tree and you won’t die. Instead, you’ll become like god!” And Eve believed Satan’s 

lie.  

  Satan is still telling that lie today. Many don’t believe that they need God. They’ve swallowed the lie of the devil. They 

believe there will never be any consequences for their sin. They worship themselves as their own creator. They’ll tell you 

that they’re “self-made.” Two of Satan’s biggest lies are… 

  Religion/morality saves. Most people that you talk to believe that if you’re a “good” person, if you’re moral, you’ll go 

to heaven. But the Bible teaches that none of us are good and the only way to heaven is through the cross and trusting in 

the substitutionary death of Christ and committing our life to Him.   

  This world is all that there is. Most of us need a wake-up call. Professional golfer Paul Azinger (picture) got one. He 

was at the height of his professional career when the doctor told him he had life-threatening cancer. Up to that point, he 

hadn’t thought much about dying. Life was all too consuming for him to stop and consider the reality of death and 

eternity. That encounter gave him an immediate reality check. Even the $1.46 million he’d made that year paled to 

insignificance. He remembered the words of the chaplain of the tour: “We think that we are in the land of the living 

going to the land of the dying, when in reality we are in the land of the dying headed for the land of the living.” 

  They loved sinful pleasure. The famous atheist, Aldous Huxley (picture) admitted that he rejected God because he 

wanted to live a sensual lifestyle. Satan deceives us with the “lusts of the flesh” so that we miss God’s truth.  

  They will be condemned. The passage seems to indicate that even in the midst of the judgements of the Tribulation, 

they will harden their hearts and refuse to turn to God. The Bible teaches condemnation for all those who refuse to 

believe. They’ll be eternally shut out from the presence of the Lord.  

  They didn’t want God, so He’ll leave them alone. Ultimately I believe the worst thing about hell is that unbelievers will 

have their proof that God exists and will know that Jesus is exactly who He said He was, and they will recognize that 

salvation was available for them, but they refused it and ultimately will be separated from God forever.  

  People go to hell because they believe Satan’s lies, refuse to repent and put their faith in the only solution for sin that’s 

been provided by a loving God. That only solution is Jesus. God sent His only Son to die in our place so that we might 

enjoy forgiveness and spend eternity in heaven with Him.  

 

Conclusion: Yesterday COP26 or the Glasgow Climate Summit ended. Remember Prince Charles (picture) said that the 

Glasgow Summit “is quite literally the last chance to save the planet from the ravages of climate change.” For him, 



that’s the “truth.” Yet apparently, Prince Charles doesn’t believe what he purports is the “truth.” He flew to the meeting 

on a private jet but he wasn’t the only one.  

  President Biden flew from Rome to Glasgow after visiting the Pope at the Vatican to talk about shared concerns, 

including climate change. He was in both Rome and Glasgow with a motorcade of 85 vehicles along with an entourage 

of many American jets. But that’s not all. In total there were 400 private jets flown in by those attending the Glasgow 

Climate Summit.  

  The average private jet emits two tons of CO2 for every hour in flight. The total carbon footprint for an average person 

is around 8 tons a year. In total then, these 400 private aircraft emitted some 13,000 tons of CO2 for this one summit  to 

solve global climate change. As Forbes Magazine noted, “Private jets are very prestigious but it is difficult to avoid the 

hypocrisy of using one while claiming to be fighting climate change.” Their actions indicate that they don’t truly believe 

what they’re saying is “truth.” 

  But they’re not the only ones. Each Sunday there are professing Christians sitting in churches, who say that they believe 

Jesus died for our sins and that trusting Him is the only way of forgiveness and to go to heaven. They’ll even say they 

believe He’s coming again and will judge this world and Satan’s emissaries. But if it doesn’t change their life, do they 

really believe it?  

  One can attend church every week and never know Jesus. One can have a head knowledge about the facts of the Bible 

and never make it personal. You can know the gospel and never make a decision to commit your life to Christ. If that’s 

you, then you really don’t believe the truth. As Lysa TerKeurst (picture) insightfully notes, “Not making a decision is 

actually a decision. It’s the decision to stay the same.”  

  God is moving this world and history toward a final consummation. The future of this world is not in doubt. Evil may 

appear to win for a brief time, but looks can be deceiving. God is methodically bringing about His plan. When someone 

asks, “What’s this world coming to?” like those Thessalonian believers, we can answer, “This world is coming to Jesus!”  

  If we believe that truth, it changes our lives. May we be like them and receive God’s Word as the truth. They received 

the truth and were saved.  

  Have you believed God’s truth? Are you saved? Have you made a decision to follow Christ? This world has an 

expiration date. The End of the World is coming. Are you ready? 

 


