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Business guru and motivational speaker, Simon Sinek (picture) said, “Progress is more important than perfection.”  

  When Pablo Casals (picture) reached 95, a young reporter asked him a pointed question: “Mr. Casals, you are 95 and 

the greatest cellist that ever lived. Why do you still practice six hours a day?” And Pablo Casals answered, “Because I 

think I'm making progress.”  

  Isn’t that our drive in life? Don’t we want to see progress? Think of the varied areas of life where progress is so 

important. It might be in a business, a sports team or a child learning to play an instrument. Some of you hope you’re 

making progress in your Christmas shopping. Year on year, we long for development, growth and advances.  

  Several children were dedicated to the Lord this morning. Their parents would be rightly very concerned if their 

children were not making progress in growth and development.  

  A healthy Christian life is moving forward. There’s something terribly wrong if someone claims to be a Christian but 

there is no growth, no spiritual progress. Failure to make progress spiritually either means stagnation or someone has 

been spiritually stillborn.  

  We’re nearing the end of our series on 2 Thessalonians. 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 (p. 990) is about Progress, Spiritual 

Progress. In this paragraph the Apostle Paul is longing for progress. He asks the Thessalonian Christians to pray for 

progress of the Word of God and he in turn prays for them to progress in their obedience to God’s Word.  

  Next week in verses 6-15, the passage is about a group of Christians who weren’t making spiritual progress. Paul’s 

primary means of spiritual progress isn’t a program, it’s prayer. Spiritual progress is a work of God. You and I would see 

more spiritual progress if we would learn to be a people of prayer,  if we would learn to depend more and more on the 

Lord to bring it about.  That’s why Paul begins by urging us to be… 

 

1. Praying for progress. “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored…” 

The most effective type of prayer is targeted prayer. Consider this…during the Vietnam War, U.S. forces employed 

carpet-bombing. Huge B-52s flying at 30,000 feet released hundreds of bombs over cities. Some might hit the target, 

some might miss. There was a big danger of collateral damage.  

  Do you remember the opening days of the First Gulf War against Iraq? Iraq had invaded Kuwait. Coalition forces 

gathered in Saudi Arabia to liberate Kuwait. At the time, Sadaam Hussein bragged about having the fourth largest army 

in the world with over 1 million troops. He boasted about his elite Imperial Guard. If attacked, he said it’d be the 

“mother of all wars.”  

  In January of 1991, Operation Desert Storm was launched with Coalition aircraft flying sorties into Iraq. They had a 

new weapon the Iraqis had never seen, laser-guided bombs and missiles called smart bombs. Soldiers on the ground or 

pilots in the air could designate a target with a laser, and the smart bomb would hit that target. After the collation forces 

flew several thousand sorties using smart bombs the ground war was launched. History records there was once a war 

named the 100 Year War, and some wars last 100 days. But the ground war in Iraq lasted 100 hours. Iraqi soldiers 

literally ran toward the enemy waving white flags of surrender.  

  That’s a great illustration for prayer. Some people have a Vietnam War prayer life, they pray in generalities, like carpet-

bombing. They may say, “I’m praying for you” or “God bless my family” or “God bless the missionaries.” Some people 

pray so generally that they never know if God answers their prayer. But there’s a kind of intercessory prayer like Desert 

Storm praying. It employs laser-guided prayer requests. It sends God coordinates for very specific requests and it’s how 

Paul prays in this passage.  

  James 4:6 says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Nowhere is Paul’s humility more evident than 

when he asks them to pray for him. If anyone could seem to have gotten by without prayer, it’s Paul. But Paul knew how 

needy he was. There’s no such thing as an independent Christian.  

  So, when was the last time that you asked someone to pray for you? Everyone here has needs, not just the obvious stuff, 

but heart needs, deep needs. We’re to pray for each other. Please find a circle of believers and humble yourself, asking 

them to pray for real situations in your life.  

  In these verses Paul talks about spiritual warfare and being under Satanic attack. Your leaders here at Grace need your 

prayers. We are under attack. And there is one thing that every Christian can do – we can pray!  

  Paul was committed to praying for others. Are we? Do you want to be a powerful Christian? Be committed to prayer. If 

our church is ever going to be a great church, we must be a praying church.  

  During the Reformation some of his Catholic enemies sent someone to spy on Martin Luther (picture) and look for his 

weaknesses. The spy came back lamenting, “Who can overcome a man who prays like this?” Read your Bible and study 



the great heroes of the faith: Moses, Hanna, Daniel and David –were all people of prayer. Look at the life of Jesus. Our 

Lord continually went away privately to pray. We must be people of prayer! These verses focus on prayers for progress.  

  Pray that the gospel would move forward. The Message translates verse 1, “Pray that the Master’s Word will simply 

take off and race through the country to a groundswell of response, just as it did among you.” Despite his personal trials 

Paul didn’t ask his readers to pray for his well-being but to pray that the gospel would “speed ahead.” The word 

translated “speed ahead” means to “run so as to win a race.” It speaks of Paul’s desire for the gospel to spread like 

wildfire and conquer unbelief.  

  Remember that line from Forrest Gump (picture), “Run Forrest, run!” That’s what Paul is saying, “Run gospel, run!” 

Too often the gospel is at a stand-still or it’s crawling when God wants the gospel to run. Paul was praying that his 

gospel ministry would make rapid progress.  

  That great need hasn’t changed. Our world needs the gospel to spread. The cure for our world isn’t politics or 

economics or racial justice or even world peace. It’s a Savior on a cross who died for our sins. It’s committing your life 

to John 3:16 because of that cross. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life.” The good news is that God offers forgiveness for all of our sins and eternal 

life as a free gift to all who trust in Christ. That message needs to run. Think of a YouTube clip going viral. That’s what 

God wants to happen with the gospel.  

  The gospel runs when you and I share it. Are you helping the gospel to run? Are you sharing it? Are you praying for it 

to spread? Are you praying for the lost that God has brought into your circle of influence?  

  When we pray for the gospel to spread, God works and it’s obviously a work of God. Robert A. Cook (picture) used to 

say, “If you can explain what is going on, then God isn’t doing it.” That’s spiritual progress.  

  Pray that gospel messengers would not be impeded. “and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not 

all have faith.” The word translated as wicked is the word for unreasonable or wrongheaded. When you’ve shared the 

gospel, you’ve sometimes seen this. An individual rejects the gospel but it makes no sense. It’s unreasonable. What 

could be more unreasonable than to reject the message of God’s love and saving grace that gives forgiveness and eternal 

life? What could be more wrongheaded than to prefer the fleeting pleasures of this passing world over the joy of 

fellowship with God now and for all eternity? To reject Christ is just wrongheaded.  

  Why would someone hate the message of God’s love and forgiveness? But they do. Satan is a skilled player on life’s 

chessboard. He knows how to move his people to check the forward movement of the gospel. So, if we’re sharing the 

gospel, we shouldn’t be surprised at opposition. The truth of God’s Word antagonizes unbelievers.  

  We’re in a spiritual battle. Prayer brings progress. Prayer activates the armies of Heaven on behalf of God’s 

messengers. Derek Prime (picture) said, “Christians who neglect corporate prayer are like soldiers who leave their 

front-line comrades in the lurch.”  

  When the Berlin wall came down most attributed it to the diplomacy and toughness of Ronald Reagan. The Christians 

in Germany however, attributed it to the fact that Christians all throughout the country were praying.  

  Is there someone you know who’s caught in the grip of Satan? Is there someone facing a fierce group of antagonists? 

Do you wish you could help? You can! Pray for the power of God to be unleashed in this situation. People are never 

stronger than when others are praying for them. 

 

2. Spiritual progress happens because God is faithful. “But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you 

against the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we 

command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.” 

  As I look back over my life, this one truth, that God is faithful has so encouraged me. There were times when I’ve 

wanted to throw in the towel. I am so thankful that my heavenly Father never does. God is faithful.  

  Elisabeth Elliot (picture) was widely known for the books she’s written telling about her life as a missionary and about 

all the wonderful things God has taught her over the years. She had a rough life, suffering the loss of two husbands: the 

first, missionary Jim Elliot was killed by the Auca Indians in Ecuador while he was trying to reach them with the gospel. 

The second, Addison Leitch, was slowly consumed by cancer.  

  In relating what these experiences were like, she refers to Psalm 46, saying, “In the first shock of death, everything that 

has seemed most dependable has given way. Mountains are falling, earth is reeling. In such a time it is a profound 

comfort to know that although all things seem to be shaken, one thing is not: God is not shaken.” 

  God is faithful. We could do weeks upon weeks bathing in that wonderful truth. Let me give you something to 

encourage your heart with this coming week. They’re from Richard Mayhue (picture) who notes five categories where 

the Bible specifically describes God as faithful. God is faithful to complete the salvation of those who have committed 

their lives to Christ (Phil. 1:6). God is faithful to enable believers to resist temptation (1 Cor. 10:13). God is faithful to 



fulfill all of His promises (2 Cor. 1:18). God is faithful to vindicate believers who suffer (1 Peter 4:19). God is faithful to 

forgive those who confess their sins (1 John 1:9).  

  God’s faithfulness is so magnificent that amidst the devastation of a destroyed Jerusalem, the prophet Jeremiah still 

prayed with hope: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is Your faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:22-23).  

  Our confidence is not in ourselves or our abilities. Our confidence is in the faithfulness of God! What does a faithful 

God do for us?  

  Because God is faithful He will protect you from Satan. A moment ago I mentioned Elisabeth Elliot. After her 

husband was martyred Elisabeth compiled the journals of her husband, Jim Elliot (picture) in a book, Shadow of the 

Almighty. Jim Elliot was one of the five young missionaries slain on the beaches of Ecuador in the 1950s. The title 

comes from Psalm 91.  

  But the title is ironic when you think about the fact that Jim was literally pierced through the heart with a spear and 

killed, something Psalm 91 promises won’t happen. Elisabeth called her book, Shadow of the Almighty, because she was 

utterly convinced that the refuge of the people of God is not a refuge from suffering or death but a refuge through it and a 

refuge from final and ultimate defeat. In the book, she quotes Jim Elliot as saying, “I am immortal until my work on 

earth is done!” The same is true of you and me: You are immortal until your work on earth is done. There may be some 

painful chapters along the way, but if you hold on, you’ll see that God was working it all together for good, just as He 

promised.  

  We need to understand that the Lord’s promise for protection is not a guarantee of deliverance from every enemy. 

We’re not promised immunity from death. But if we are faithful to the Lord even under persecution, even if they kill the 

body, they cannot touch the soul (Luke 12:4-5). We can rely on God’s faithfulness as our foundation for staying firm in 

spiritual battles. We may be attacked by Satan but he’s a defeated foe.  

  Parents today try to protect their children from everything. Please hear me. The greatest danger for your children is not 

physical, it’s spiritual. Pray as Paul did for their spiritual protection.  

  Because God is faithful He will enable you to be obedient. Many have an erroneous idea that you can be a Christian 

and live anyway that you want. When you trust Christ, you become part of God’s forever family. Every family has rules 

and God has rules, but they’re for our protection and best.  

  Living disobediently is like driving down the wrong side of the road and running red lights so that you’ll get 

somewhere faster. It may work for a while, but at some point, disobeying traffic laws will result in severe consequences. 

It’s the same with disobeying God’s laws. You can’t live in disobedience to God and then, when you get into a difficult 

place, call out to Him to bless and protect you. Ongoing obedience to the Lord is the framework for God’s blessing and 

standing firm in spiritual battles. 

  Our motive for obedience is love, not fear. Because of God’s great love for us, because of His sacrificing His Son for 

us, in gratitude we want to please Him. As Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). 

Yet, we can’t do it in our own strength. We need God’s power and He is faithful to empower us so that we can obey His 

commands.  

  Because God is faithful He directs your heart to God’s love. It’s unclear on whether Paul is referring to God’s love for 

us or our love for God. In reality, both sides always go together. As we grow in our knowledge of God’s love, we mature 

in our love for God. If God has our heart, then everything falls into sync. Paul is praying that God will remove all of the 

obstacles so that their heart will flow toward God’s love.  

  We so need this. Life is tough. There’s pain and suffering. When you’re under spiritual attack, the enemy will tempt 

you with thoughts like, “If God really loves you, He wouldn’t allow you to be going through this.” At such times we 

must rely on the promises in God’s Word that assure us of His great love. Focus on the Savior, not the situation.  

  Because God is faithful He will enable you to be patient. “and to the steadfastness of Christ.” This is endurance in 

difficulty. It’s persevering in the midst of trials. The Thessalonians were suffering tremendous persecution. Paul is 

encouraging them to wait patiently for Christ’s return.  

  But Paul is also praying that the Lord will direct our hearts to focus on the steadfastness that Jesus displayed as He 

faced the cross. Our Lord’s example of enduring the cross for our salvation should encourage us to be steadfast even 

when we’re under attack for the sake of the gospel. Jesus is our model for enduring in suffering.  

  In My Utmost for His Highest, Oswald Chambers (picture) wrote: “Perseverance means more than endurance—more 

than simply holding on until the end. A saint’s life is in the hands of God like a bow and arrow in the hands of an archer. 

God is aiming at something the saint cannot see, but our Lord continues to stretch and strain, and every once in a while 

the saint says, ‘I can’t take any more.’ Yet God pays no attention; He goes on stretching until His purpose is in sight, 

and then He lets the arrow fly. Entrust yourself to God’s hands. Is there something in your life for which you need 

perseverance right now? Maintain your intimate relationship with Jesus Christ through the perseverance of faith.” 



 

Conclusion: “The millennium is at hand. Man has invented everything that can be invented. He has done all he can do.” 

These words were spoken by a pastor at a church gathering in 1870. They were then challenged by the presiding officer, 

who suggested that a great invention would be made within the next fifty years. This pastor then asked him to name such 

an invention. The reply: “I think man will learn to fly.” But the pastor who said that nothing more would be invented 

replied that this was blasphemy, retorting, "Don't you know that flight is reserved for angels?" Who was the pastor that 

said everything had already been invented and that flying was “blasphemy”?  

  His name was Milton Wright (picture), the father of Orville and Wilbur Wright. His sons proved that progress was still 

taking place.  

  Are you making Spiritual Progress? Dr. Howard Hendricks (picture) used to tell about an elderly Christian woman he 

knew who would come into a social gathering, where everyone was chit-chatting about nothing significant, and say, 

“Tell me, Howie, what are the five best books you’ve read this past year?” Even though she was up in years, she was still 

actively growing in the Lord. When she died in her nineties, her daughter discovered on her desk that the night before 

she died in her sleep, she had written out her personal goals for the next five years! Like Paul, right up to the end she 

wanted to be growing! She was committed to progressing spiritually!  

  Are you making Spiritual Progress? Paul prays that they’d keep growing, keep progressing in their spiritual walk. God 

doesn’t want us to stop or settle for status quo. One of the most dangerous places a Christian can be is when they think 

that they’ve arrived spiritually, that they know as much as they need to know, that they’re as spiritual as they should be. 

It’s a very dangerous place and God has a way a waking us up out of spiritual lethargy.  

  Christians need to be able to see beyond the here and now to the reality of what lies ahead. If we have an eternal 

perspective, understand what God is doing with us and where we’re heading, we’ll be in a good position to grow in the 

grace that God has given us of being conformed to the image of His Son. We must keep moving forward until we get 

Home. I heard about a mountain climber whose epitaph was, “He died climbing.” That ought to be true of every 

Christian. We must keep climbing!  

  When we hear a message like this, the Holy Spirit will often tap on our heart. Is He tapping on your heart this morning? 

What step do you need to take forward to progress spiritually? Whisper a prayer of commitment to God right now. 

Maybe it’s praying or spending time in the Word. Maybe it’s serving or giving or sharing your faith. Maybe it’s that first 

step of committing your life to Christ. We must keep progressing, we must keep climbing. Make that commitment today.  

  2 Corinthians 4:16-18 urges us, “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 

transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


