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World Magazine had an article about a Christian who went to Russia back in 1993. He felt conspicuous walking down 

the streets of Moscow and couldn’t figure out why. He wanted to blend in, but it was obvious that people knew he wasn’t 

Russian. He asked the group of Russian educators with whom he was working whether it was his American clothes: 

jeans and a Chicago Bulls shirt. “No, it’s not your clothes,” they replied. “What is it, then?” he asked. They huddled 

together and talked for several minutes. Then one, speaking for the group, answered politely, “It is your face.” “My 

face!” he laughed. “How does my face look different?” They talked again and then one of the teachers quietly said, “You 

have hope.”  

  We live in a culture that has little or no hope. Pay attention when you’re out. Look at people’s face. What do you see? 

Hope or hopelessness?  

  I shared this recently in G-mail that Jane and I went to hear a friend play guitar at a restaurant in West Bend. When our 

server, Tiffany, came to our table, she said, “Wow! I’ve never felt so greeted when I’ve come to a table.” Yet essentially 

all Jane and I had done was smile and be kind.  

  The other night I was at Walmart. One of the employees came over from self-checkout to bag my items. She said, “I 

wanted to come over here because you’re smiling and so nice and there are so many other grumpy people.” Now I 

wouldn’t classify myself as a smiler or really outgoing, but I think that our world is so parched for hope and care that 

anyone who shows glimmers of hope is an oasis in a desert of hopelessness.  

  As Christians living in a world that Paul describes as “having no hope and without God” (Eph. 2:12), we must stand 

out as people of hope. The certain hope of our future salvation is the anchor that God has given to us to steady our souls, 

even in times of storm. 

  That’s who we must be! That’s who our church must be. We want to be a beacon of hope in a discouraged world 

because we know the God of hope! 

  We built this building to share hope. We built this building for those who are not here…yet. It’s part of our purpose 

statement we repeat every week. We built this for outreach, to reach the lost. 

  Yet, we struggle with outreach and evangelism. I know that I do. If we’re honest, it makes us uncomfortable. We find it 

much easier to talk about politics or sports. If we’re really, really honest we might admit as Rebecca Pippert (picture) 

does in her book, Out of the Saltshaker into the World (picture), “Evangelism was something I wouldn’t do to my dog, 

let alone my best friend.” 

  Rick Warren (picture) reminds us though that evangelism, completing this search and rescue mission, is the main 

reason that God keeps Christians like you and me here on this earth. Think of it this way. Heaven is perfect. Earth is not. 

It’s full of problems and trials, sin and temptation. Wouldn’t it make sense for our loving Heavenly Father to take us 

away from this fallen world—just beam us to Heaven the moment we respond to His love and become Christians? To 

answer this dilemma Warren points to the fact that there are only two things we can’t do in Heaven—SIN, and tell 

people who don’t know the Good News about God’s love. Which of these two things do you think God keeps us here on 

earth to do? Well, it’s not SIN. No, the reason God keeps us here after we come to Christ is because He wants us to share 

the Good News of the Gospel with people who haven’t heard. God wants us to tell all the people we can what He has 

done for us and what He waits to do for them so that more and more people will respond to His love by giving their 

hearts and lives to Jesus. Our Lord came to “seek and save the lost.” When He left He gave us the responsibility of 

finishing that job—so we all are in the search and rescue business. Our church is in the search and rescue business. God 

wants us, God commands us to share His hope.  

  That’s what we want to talk about this morning. Colossians 1:27 says, “To them God chose to make known how great 

among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Hope, real 

hope, is the greatest gift we can share with this lost world. Hope sharing churches have certain characteristics. So, let’s 

talk about what that means.  

 

Characteristic #1: Hope sharing churches believe that God has better days ahead. How do you know that you’re 

going to have a bad day? You turn on the news to see a map showing emergency routes out of the city.  The bird singing 

outside your window is a buzzard. Your income tax check bounces. You put both contact lenses in the same eye. You 

wake up in a hospital in a body cast and your insurance agent tells you your policy covers falling off the roof, but not 

hitting the ground. Your wife says, “Good morning, Bill,” and your name is George. You can often tell when you’re 

headed into a bad day.  

  We know something that a lost world doesn’t know – that for the Christian, the best is coming. For the believer, even 

this world has hope. Not because of us but because of Jesus.  



  We need to reaffirm to ourselves that no matter what other people do to us and no matter what trials we may 

experience, our Heavenly Father loves us with an unfailing love. He is fully aware of every hurt we’ve experienced and 

every tear that we’ve shed. In fact, our heavenly Father is already working on our behalf to make things better. He’ll turn 

something bad in our lives into something that will actually turn out for our good. 

  Many of us have gone through painful circumstances that left us deeply hurt, used, abused, and rejected. These 

experiences can distort our image of God. But God’s love and mercy has never failed us and they never will.  

  Hope is an expectancy of good to come. Do you know why people commit suicide? They have no hope. They can’t see 

the future will be any better. They may even see the future as getting worse. Hopelessness is a serious problem that many 

around us have. But we have hope because we know that the Bible promises us, “For everything that was written in the 

past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide 

we might have hope” (Romans 15:4).  

  Scripture mentions the word hope about 129 times. It’s one of the most important promises of the Christian faith. But 

it’s not something we hoard. We must share it. The best a lost world has is a “hope so.” We have hope because we know 

the One who has the whole world in His hands.  

  Listen to the news and it’s like they have a bad case of cherophobia. Some Christians seem to have it too. What’s 

cherophobia? The fear of being happy. The term comes from the Greek word chairo meaning “to rejoice.” It can stop 

you from having joy, because of an irrational fear of being happy.  

  But we have something better than happiness because happiness is dependent on what happens. We have joy. It’s a fruit 

of the Spirit and a gift from God that we can have no matter what happens. It’s why Job could say after losing everything 

he had in this world, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has 

taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:29). Job never lost God. No matter what happens to us, we will 

never lose the Lord. It’s why we have hope, but we must share it! 

 

Characteristic #2: Hope sharing churches overflow with compassion. Read the New Testament for yourself. Did 

Jesus turn away those in need? Out of His 37 miracles name just one that He did to benefit Himself? If you were Jesus 

wouldn’t you have made a Big Mac for yourself at least once? It was always others, others, others and then He died for 

others. Read the book of Acts. It’s the same thing with the early church - others, others, others.  

  It was Christmas Eve, 1910. General William Booth (picture), founder of The Salvation Army was an invalid and near 

the end of his life. It was impossible for him to attend the Army’s annual convention.  

  Someone suggested that Booth send a telegram to be read at the opening of the convention to the many Salvation Army 

soldiers in attendance as an encouragement for their many hours of labor serving others throughout the holidays and the 

cold winter months. Booth agreed. Funds were limited and telegrams charged by the word. To ensure as much money as 

possible would still go to help the needy, Booth decided to send a one word message. When the thousands of delegates 

met, the moderator announced that Booth could not be present due to failing health. Gloom and pessimism swept across 

the convention floor until the moderator announced that he’d sent a telegram to be read at the start of the first session. He 

opened the message and read just one word: “Others!” That’s always been the message of the Church, others!  

  None of us wanted this pandemic. But this crisis is our opportunity to display who Christians really are. Serving and 

loving others as Christ Himself has served us through His death and resurrection is central to our faith. While social 

distancing may have been necessary, relational distancing is wrong. It violates who Jesus has called us to be. We must 

reach out to our neighbors, our co-workers. We must care. We must build relational bridges when the virus wants to 

create a social moat. Let’s show who we really are, as Christians in our day. This is our moment. 

  The Church is called to sacrificially care for the vulnerable because, as Scripture reminds us, Christ first loved us and 

died for us that we might be forgiven and reconciled to God. We love others because we understand how much God has 

done for us and how He calls us to live in light of that love.  

  It’s what Christians were known for centuries ago, caring for others. Too often we in the Church have been known for 

being more about ourselves than our neighbors. The Bible’s teachings don’t leave us any wiggle room about who to 

serve. In one of His most famous parables, Jesus uses a Samaritan to unpack how we are to love even those we might 

otherwise see as our cultural enemies. In essence, how well we are able to love others is a direct indication of how well 

we know Christ and what He’s done for us. At its most basic level it means caring for others in their times of need. At a 

time of partisanship and politicization, the gospel gives us only one condition: serve the hurting. 

  This is why at Grace we’re re-booting our I-Fit ministry that ministers to those with special needs…and we need your 

help. We’re starting with an Easter egg hunt specifically for those with special needs. Why are we partnering with Faith 

Chapel with Celebrate Recovery and want to start our own program for those suffering from addiction? Because we must 

care!  



  In one famous example, church historian Eusebius (picture) describes a 4th century epidemic that swept through the 

Roman Empire. Far from fleeing the cities or shutting off their homes from others, Eusebius records that “all day long 

[Christians] tended to the dying and to the burial of countless numbers with no one to care for them. Others gather 

together from all parts of the city a multitude of those withered from famine and distributed bread to them all.” As a 

result, Eusebius concludes, “[the Christians’] deeds were on everyone's lips, and they glorified the god of the 

Christians.”   

  Who are we as followers of Jesus in 2022? Are we driven by a desire for political power and gain, or will we be those 

who show and share the love of Jesus in the midst of a world in crisis? May we look more and more like Jesus. Hope 

sharing churches overflow with compassion. 

 

Characteristic #3: Hope sharing churches take God-honoring risks. Eleanor Roosevelt (picture) said, “Do one thing 

every day that scares you.” Jimmy Carter (picture), “Go out on a limb. That’s where the fruit is.” Racing great, Mario 

Andretti (picture), “If things seem under control, you are just not going fast enough.” Wayne Gretzky (picture), 

“You’ll always miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.”  

  Risk takers change the world and risk takers impact others for Christ. The Christian life is not about being safe. God has 

called us to be risk takers.  

  Christ-followers take risks. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). How can we get “no risk” out of that? How can we play it safe when a successful risk 

would bring great benefit to many people and its failure would bring harm only to yourself? It’s not loving to choose the 

comfort of security when something great may be achieved for the cause of God and for the good of others. 

  What if Queen Esther hadn’t risked her life to come before King Ahasuerus? What if Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego hadn’t risked telling King Nebuchadnezzar, “No matter what, we will not bow down to your golden statue?” 

What if Paul hadn’t risked going to Jerusalem, though he was told he’d be arrested; then delayed, shipwrecked and 

finally under house arrest in Rome? Taking risks is what God has called us to. Taking risks is part of living by faith. 

Taking risks is what impacts others for Christ.  

  Will you take a risk by reaching out to a lost neighbor or co-worker? Just invite them to one of our activities like Game 

Show Night or Pickle Ball.  

  Will you take a risk and give generously? Will you take a risk and get involved in ministries here at Grace? Will you 

help us come up with and develop more ministries that reach the unreached of our own community?  

  Why are we so intent on developing sports ministries and ministries to young people? Because we’re seeking to reach 

the unreached in our community.  

  The greatest mission field in our community is the unchurched under 30. The greatest mission field in our community 

are those living in the 30% lower income bracket. The Church used to reach the poor. Today the Church is middle class. 

Be honest. Who are your friends? Are they part of our community’s unreached? How many friends do you have that 

don’t attend church anywhere? How many of your friends are blue collar? How many of your friends are under 30? How 

many of them are single or co-habiting? How many of them live in an apartment or rental property? How many of them 

are on welfare? How many of them are not Caucasian?  

  Taking a risk means that those must be our people because Jesus died for them too!  Being a Christian isn’t about 

playing it safe. The father of modern missions, William Carey (picture), said, “Expect great things from God; attempt 

great things for God.” In other words, take risks.  

  Are you serving when you don’t think you have time, giving when you know it will cost you, loving when you don’t 

have it in you?  

 

Characteristic #4: Hope sharing churches are places of forgiveness.  

  2 Corinthians 9:15 says, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (NASV)” I worry about Christians who don’t 

want to forgive or give another chance when we’ve been forgiven so much. Remember Jesus’ words from the cross to 

those who nailed Him there, “Father, forgive them…” 

  That’s radical forgiveness. Radical forgiveness is a powerful thing. It takes people’s breath away. It causes people to 

ask the question: “How could you find it in your heart to do this, because the normal human heart has to have revenge?” 

And we can say, “It’s because Jesus changed my heart.” You can tell them how Jesus—innocent—died for the guilty in 

your place. You can say, “When I understood how Jesus forgave me, I asked Him to help me forgive and He did and He 

does.” The only way we can forgive is when Jesus empowers us to do so. Only then can we pray as He did, “Father, 

forgive them; they know not what they do.” 

  One of our barriers to being forgiving is that we do not really know how heinous our own sin is. As John Owen 

(picture) observed, “He who has slight thoughts of sin never has great thoughts of God.”  



  Recently, I came across an article on a website called “The Science of Us.”  The article said that a scientific study has 

proved that cats never forgive (picture). They never overlook wrong. Scientists have observed conciliatory behavior in 

many different animal species; the bulk of the research has been on primates like baboons, gorillas, and chimps—but 

they often follow confrontations with friendly behavior like embracing or kissing. Scientists have observed similar 

behaviors in non-primates like goats and hyenas. The only species that has so far failed to show outward signs of 

forgiveness or reconciliation are cats. We humans tend to be very catlike. Too often professing Christians are catlike. 

Forgiveness is hard for us. Why does God ask us to do something so unnatural, so counter-cultural, something that’s not 

easy for us? Because God is forgiving. Lamentations 3:23, “God’s mercies are new every morning.”  

  If we are to obey the command of Scripture and strive to become more like God, we must learn to forgive. Do you 

remember the reason Jesus gave when He commanded us to love our enemies, which would of course include forgiving 

them? He said we were to do this so that we would be seen as children of our Father in Heaven. In other words, by 

forgiving we resemble a forgiving Heavenly Father.  

  A. M. Hunter said, “To return evil for good is the devil’s way; to return good for good is man’s; to return good for evil 

is God’s.” Think about that. Would your friends say you forgive and you remind them of God? Would your spouse, your 

family say that? Or would they say you’re more like the devil? God commands us to be like Him in the way that we 

forgive.  

  D. Martin Lloyd Jones (picture) said “I say to the glory of God and in utter humility that whenever I see myself before 

God and realize even something of what my blessed Lord has done for me, I am ready to forgive anybody and anything.” 

We’re a forgiving church because we’ve been forgiven so much.  

 

Characteristic #5: Hope sharing churches live for the real world, eternity. This is not the real world. It’s the 

temporal world.  

  Hope. Merely saying the word can stir our emotions, inspire positive thoughts and lift our spirit. Hope is what keeps us 

going, even in the face of hardship or despair, and prevents us from giving up on ourselves or others regardless of past 

disappointments or current circumstances. Hope is life-giving and sustaining. Human flourishing requires hope. 

  When coupled with the word “eternal,” the two-word phrase grabs our attention and captures our imagination. Eternal 

hope is the greatest need of every human being. The absence of eternal hope is tragic and defeating. While many have 

managed to cling to a temporal life void of hope, no soul survives without eternal hope.  

  As the Psalmist recognized, it’s one thing to have hope but incomparably more to “always have hope.” He declares, 

“For You have been my hope, Sovereign Lord, my confidence since my youth. From birth I have relied on You; you 

brought me forth from my mother’s womb. I will ever praise You” (Psalm 71:5-6, NIV). Words like “always” and “ever” 

are full of eternal meaning in Scripture. Like the word “hope,” they aren’t cheap words nor words that come cheaply to 

us. Eternal hope comes to us at great cost, not to us, but to the One the Scriptures refer to as “the hope of glory” (Col. 

1:27). Jesus secured eternal hope for us on the cross and as He took that first step from the tomb. For those who have 

trusted in Jesus, His death and resurrection kill hopelessness – forever. 

  The Apostle Paul was motivated. After meeting Jesus he said, “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 

concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and He died for all, that those who live might no longer 

live for themselves but for Him who for their sake died and was raised.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15). It changed who he was. 

That’s what it means to be focused on forever. God has called us to partner with Him in rescuing those going to the 

eternal Hell, a terrible forever. There’s nothing more exciting than being part of rescuing someone for forever.  

  If we’re going to be effective in sharing our faith—if God is going to use us to lead others to the redemption Jesus 

offers—we’ll have to sacrifice some things that are precious to us. We’re going to have to give up some of our free time. 

We’re going to have to put our desires on the back burner. If you’re going to be involved redemptively in the lives of 

others, you’re going to have to make some selfless commitments.  

  Joe Aldrich (picture), author of Lifestyle Evangelism shared: “When my wife and I went to Dallas Seminary, we 

decided we wouldn’t live in the ‘cemetery’ housing. Instead, we lived in the ‘high-class,’ red-light district.  

  If you want to get an introduction to life itself, that’s the place to be. We made a commitment to take one non-Christian 

person, couple or individual, out to dinner once a week. Did we ever get a liberal education! But what fun; we had 

people coming to know the Lord right and left in that place, because we simply loved them. We opened our home to 

them. 

  Wanda, the gal who lived next door to us, was a prostitute during the week and a Sunday school teacher on the 

weekends. She’d often come staggering into our house wearing her negligee with hair looking as if she’d stuck her 

fingers in a light socket. She’d have a beer can in one hand and an ashtray in the other. She’d come through our door 

about dinner time. Ruth would sit her down at the table to give her a cup of coffee and some food. Next morning Wanda 



wouldn’t even remember she’d been there. If you’re going to mix it up with people and be a redemptive person, you have 

to be like our Lord and recognize this as a top priority.” 

  In light of forever, Paul set aside his rights. Do we want to reach those you love with the gospel? Then, we must do the 

same. We must be willing to abandon anything that hinders the gospel. The reason we’re here on this earth is to fulfill 

the commission Jesus gave us. We must be willing to say, “Hey, I’ll set aside my rights in order to be available to lead 

others to Jesus.” 

  This is very hard for us. Giving up our rights goes against the flow because we live in “an age of entitlement.” We’ve 

been conditioned to believe we deserve a home, a car, a good job, a smartphone, worship our way and the right to retire 

at 55. But we forget that everything that we have is all because of God’s grace. We’re not giving up our rights. We’re 

laying aside some of the blessings of God’s grace so we can share it with others. To be used as a redemptive person, we 

must give up our rights—remembering our Savior Who, “Though He was rich—became poor for us.” Jesus gave up 

Heaven so we could escape Hell.  

  Every believer has a mission field. It’s no accident you’re in your neighborhood, or in your family, job, club or team. 

It’s the place you have influence. It’s where you live, work, shop, have your hair done or have your car serviced. It’s 

your friends at school. The people in your circle of influence are your responsibility. You’re the missionary in that 

“country.”  

  Spurgeon (picture) said, “Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter.” Don’t go to heaven alone. Take as 

many with you as you can. 

 

Conclusion: God doesn’t just want to give us hope, He wants us to share hope. His plan for our church is to share His 

hope.  

  Her name was Mary Clarke. She’s also known as the “Prison Angel” (picture). She grew up in affluence in Beverly 

Hills, California. At some point in the ‘70s, she chose to devote her life to the Catholic Church and became a nun.  

  Out of concern for the imprisoned and incarcerated, she decided to dedicate her life to the imprisoned. But Mary 

realized that she’d never be successful in reaching them as long as she postured herself as a visitor. So Mary did the 

unthinkable. She went to the authorities of a local prison and begged them to give her a cell. For the next 25 years she 

lived in that prison in a 10 x 10 cell. She was so loved by the prisoners that she was called the “Prison Angel.”  

  There are all kinds of stories about her. One time a riot was breaking out. Bullets and teargas were permeating the air 

and Mary heard about it. She walked into the middle of the riot and everything stopped because she was so loved and 

respected by the inmates. Her effectiveness was that she was willing to become one of them.  

  While we have some problems with Catholic doctrine, isn’t that what Jesus has called us to do – to be incarnational, to 

be Jesus? God has called us to share hope. It’s not just for preachers, it’s for every believer.  

  If you have accepted Christ as your Savior, if He has given you hope and you have forgiveness and salvation then 

you’re not to hoard it. You must share it! It’s why we’re here. We’re living for Jesus and reaching out to our hopeless 

world for Him sharing His hope, grace and forgiveness.  

  Too often we’re distracted by the trivial. I wish we cared as much about our lost neighbors as masks, vaccines, political 

parties, halftime shows and the list goes on and on. None of that has anything to do with sharing hope. If we do not share 

God’s hope, this world is doomed to hopelessness. God has given us an opportunity! Let’s not waste it! This is our time! 


