
So it begins…                                                              Judges 21:25 

1 Samuel: God of Reversals                                                                   Sermon 01 

 

How well do you know your movies? Here are some well-known movie lines. If you know the movie, be the first to raise 

your hand and share it and we have a prize for you.  

 

• “You’re gonna need a bigger boat.” (picture) Jaws.  

• “Inconceivable!” (picture) The Princess Bride. 

• “Life was like a box of chocolates.” (picture) Forrest Gump 

• “Just Keep Swimming” (picture) Finding Nemo 

• “You is kind. You is smart. You is important.” (picture) The Help 

• “Now might be a really good time for you to get angry.” (picture) The Avengers   

• “To infinity and beyond!” (picture) Toy Story.  

• “Some people are worth melting for.” (picture) Frozen  

• “Here’s looking at you, kid.” (picture) Casablanca 

• “So it begins.” (picture) The Two Towers, Lord of the Rings 

 

  “So it begins.” That phrase was from King Theoden (picture) in the Lord of the Rings movie, The Two Towers before 

the battle at Helms Deep. The phrase is used to signify the start of a major or significant event. This morning we’re 

starting a “significant event,” the study of 1 Samuel. This is truly a blockbuster in the Bible. If you love biographies, if 

you love history, then 1 Samuel is for you.  

  While many parts of the Old Testament are sadly neglected, 1 Samuel is a staple. Many of the Old Testament stories 

we’re so familiar with are found in this book.  

  1 Samuel is 31 chapters. It’s a bit of a Goliath and will take us a bit to get through it. The books of 1 and 2 Samuel 

record the historical drama of Israel as they move from a scattered tribal system to a monarchy. Are you a fan of The 

Crown (picture)? It’s the historical drama of the beginning and reign of Queen Elizabeth II. We love stories about 

royalty. The two Samuels are the account of the beginning of Israel’s monarchy and royalty.  

  The biblical record of Israel’s beginnings as a political nation are masterfully recorded to give us not only an accurate 

historical document but vital spiritual lessons - concerning prayer, the effects of sin, the work of the Spirit, the 

sovereignty of God. Although the book’s narrative took place thousands of years ago, it’s included in the Bible for our 

instruction and encouragement. This morning is an introduction to 1 Samuel. We’re going to lay a foundation for our 

study, so if you’re taking notes… 

1. Why should we even read or study the Old Testament? As we begin our study you may be asking “Why study this 

book?” Or “Why study anything from the Old Testament?” 1 Samuel is 3,000 years old. What other 3,000 year old 

document would we study or let have influence on our lives?  

  Some think that we only need the New Testament because that’s where we find Jesus. One popular preacher has 

suggested that we need to “unhitch Christianity from the Old Testament.” For others, the Old Testament seems cold, 

cruel and very confusing.  

  The Old Testament is God’s Word. This week’s Sword Challenge reminds us, “All Scripture is breathed out by God 

and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). We can learn a 

lot from the Old Testament. It helps guide us to be more godly.   

  Many though who hate the Bible, particularly hate the Old Testament. Atheist Richard Dawkins (picture) doesn’t 

mince words: “The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud 

of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, 

racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.” 

Dawkins doesn’t want anyone to think he’s on the fence in what he thinks of God as presented in the Old Testament—or 

at least, how God seems to be to Dawkins.  

  We will never know God as He has revealed Himself unless we know the  Old Testament. More than that, Jesus said 

that the Old Testament testifies about Him (John 5:39). It’s all about Jesus. In the Old Testament there are many truths 

and practical applications God wants us to live out. He has many lessons for us to learn with some examples that we 

should follow and some that we shouldn’t. Let me share four reasons to study the Old Testament.  

  The Old Testament is God’s Word. The Old is just as much God’s Holy Word as the New Testament. Every word from 

Genesis through Malachi is just as profitable for us as Matthew through Revelation.  



  Edward Clowney (picture) points out that “Jesus endorsed the inspiration of the Old Testament, not only as ‘full’ or 

‘plenary,’ but even ‘literal’ in the sense that the very letters of the words were inspired.” God’s Word in the Old 

Testament is profitable for us today, despite some suggesting we ignore it because some passages can be difficult to 

understand or because we live under a new covenant. We must remember that the Old Testament is the Bible that Jesus 

and the 1st century church used. 

  The Old Testament is God’s Story. Many make the mistake in believing that the Old Testament is only the story of 

God’s people—Israel. While Israel gets a lot of screen time in the Old Testament, reading it gives us God’s plan from the 

beginning. The Old Testament is not just Israel’s story, it’s God’s story  

  Genesis isn’t about creation, it’s about the Creator God. Exodus isn’t about Moses and Pharaoh, it’s about the Rescuer 

God. Leviticus and Deuteronomy aren’t about the Law, they’re about the Holy God! God gave us the Old Testament as 

well as the new. We must learn to love these more dense books (like Lamentations or Ezekiel) because they teach us 

about God.  

  The Old Testament is God’s Law. Many don’t know what to do with God’s Law. If we don’t have the Law, Jesus’ 

cross makes no sense and we lose the gospel. The Law of God is the great amplifier of the gospel. Without the weight of 

the Law, the righteousness of the gospel loses its significance. 

  We need both Testaments. We need the Law and the Gospel. If you don’t study God’s Law, you risk producing 

licentious antinomians. If you only study God’s Law, you risk becoming a Pharisee or a legalist. We need the balance of 

both law and gospel. As Spurgeon (picture) warns us, “I do not believe that any man can preach the gospel who does 

not preach the law. The law is the needle, and you cannot draw the silken thread of the gospel through a man’s heart 

unless you first send the needle of the law to make way for it. If men do not understand the law, they will not feel that 

they are sinners. And if they are not consciously sinners, they will never value the sin offering. There is no healing a man 

till the law has wounded him, no making him alive till the law has slain him.”  

  The Old Testament is God’s Promise. The strongest current that runs through the Old Testament is God’s promise of a 

Messiah. That promise is fulfilled in Jesus. The Lord Jesus is ever-present in the Old Testament. In its entirety it prepares 

us for and points us to Him. 

  Consider this analogy from the world’s favorite mustachioed plumber, Super Mario (picture). The Super Mario game 

series has sold over 750 million copies. Its iconic bright blue opening screen is familiar to nearly everyone. What’s 

unfamiliar for many is that every Super Mario game has secret passages and hidden glitches that give a totally different 

gaming experience for those who know where to find them. Everyone who plays Super Mario has an identical copy, but 

only some players know what clues to look for. Much like Super Mario’s secret easter eggs, Jesus Christ can be found in 

the entire Old Testament if you know what to look for. In fact, they share a common metanarrative and purpose that’s 

almost identical: Defeat the villain and save the princess.  

  You can’t have a full picture of Christ without His work and presence in the Old Testament and His work and presence 

in the New Testament. To have a full picture of Christ, you must have a full picture of the whole Bible. As we work 

through this book, it’s amazing how often we’re pointed to Jesus and the cross!  

 

2. Why is preaching God’s Word important? A child tugged at his mother’s skirt and said, “Mom, when I grow up, I 

want to be a preacher.” She was surprised, and asked, “Honey, what made you decide that?” “I’d rather stand up and yell 

at everybody, than have to sit down and listen to it!” 

  I started out with movie quotes. We’re going to get to David killing Goliath in our study, but wouldn’t it be more 

riveting to see that acted out with something like a light saber? It’d be on the cutting edge with the new Star Wars series, 

Obi-Wan Kenobi (picture) coming out at the end of May.  

  Some believe preaching has run its course. That it’s archaic. The proclamation of words from one talking head to a 

nodding or sleeping crowd for 20-30 minutes or, worse, 40-50 minutes, is a product of a bygone era when words 

mattered. The plethora of words we encounter each day, online or in print, have caused words to become meaningless. 

One internet blogger sums up the feelings of many: “We have hardly had any preaching at my church for the last three 

years, haven’t missed it!” Is he right?  

  Before we begin this study let me lay down a baseline when it comes to doing what we do. It’s important for us to 

affirm what it is we actually believe about the preaching of God’s Word.  After all, don’t we say to one another that the 

reason we gather is primarily to hear from God? We tell each other that what God has said to us is actually of more 

significance than whatever we have to say to Him, although He wants us to speak to Him.  

  So let me begin with a definition of preaching by J. I. Packer (picture), well-known author of Knowing God. Some 

years ago, in Scotland, addressing a group of ministers, he provided this definition: “Preaching is the event of God 

bringing to [a congregation] a Bible-based, Christ-related, life-impacting message of instruction and direction from 

Himself through the words of a spokesman.” What’s so vitally important in that is that the subject of that sentence is God 



Himself, reminding us that the message is God’s message, that that message stands as fixed and true not on account of 

the  preacher, because preachers come and go. In preaching, we pray God’s Word will be doing God’s work by God’s 

Spirit in God’s people through the words of a frail, fallen, passing spokesman. 

  What does that do? It puts the focus where the focus needs to be - on the authoritative sufficiency of God, out of whose 

mouth, from whose lips, have come the very Word of Scripture Itself. 

  Martin Luther (picture) on one occasion was confronted by some of his congregation who said that they’d very much 

love to hear God Himself speak. They said that they’d run to church if it were possible that God would speak in person—

to which Luther replied, “You now have the Word of God in church…and this is God’s Word as surely as if God Himself 

were speaking to you.” Let me share two reasons for the importance of preaching. 

  Preaching is biblical. According to the biblical account, words matter. God did His best work through words. He 

formed the world and everything in it through words. For centuries, Old Testament prophets communicated messages 

from God to His people essentially through words. The primary ministry of Jesus and John the Baptist was preaching. 

Jesus recruited the apostles to preach. The first century church, according to the book of Acts, focused significant 

attention on the ministry of proclaiming good news.  

  According to the Bible, words about, from, and for God proclaimed to a group of people through an anointed person 

will always be meaningful, relevant, and powerful even when considered passé. That’s why we preach! 

  Preaching purifies the preacher and the people. The practice of preparing and presenting sermons on a regular basis 

should transform the preacher. Digging into the Word must first do its work in his heart. Preaching should change him. 

That great pulpiteer and founder of the Methodists, John Wesley (picture), understood this. He said, “Light yourself on 

fire with passion and people will come from miles to watch you burn.” 

  Preaching isn’t a “talk.” Everything a preacher does must be done with the perspective of changing eternal destinies, 

seeing lives transformed and individuals becoming more like Jesus. When a preacher studies, it must be with anticipation 

of the Spirit changing lives. When he sets forth the spiritual direction for the church, the scope of transforming lives must 

be in his focus.   

  God uses preaching to enable us to see a whole new world, the real world, the eternal one. Yet, He helps and enables us 

to journey through this temporal one. Preaching must stimulate our hearts with love for God and others and away from 

self-centeredness. It’s why we’re committed to preaching. It’s why we study through entire books of the Bible. We want 

to hear from God, not human opinions. We want all of His counsel, not our favorite texts in Scripture that are like a 

warm blanket for us.  

 

3. Why is studying 1 Samuel so important? Scripture always has a context. The historical context of 1 Samuel is found 

at the end of the book of Judges. Judges 21:25, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right 

in his own eyes.” Sounds a lot like today…and it was a disaster. It was a disaster then and it’s a disaster today.  

  1 Samuel is a transitional book in the history of Israel. There’s an overlapping connection between Samuel and 

Joshua/Judges. In the more than three centuries since Israel entered the Promised Land, the nation has spiritually 

deteriorated. Things in the book of Judges are wild and debauched. When God’s people reach this level of spiritual 

decay, there are always consequences. 1 Samuel is God seeking to bring about restraint to the spiritual deterioration. In 

our study we’re going to discover several themes.    

  1 Samuel shows us what God is doing in history. The small amount of space given to Israel’s first king, Saul, in 

contrast to David’s forty chapters in the Samuels is indicative of God’s focus. Human history ends with King Jesus, a 

descendant of David. This is the first promise of a future king.  

  We must ask: What is God doing in the story? It’s easy to get so caught up in the human drama that we forget to see 

what these accounts reveal to us about the character of God and His plan and purposes in the world.  

  Many Americans are infatuated with Britain’s royal family (picture), though they’d have to confess that they really 

don’t understand it. Many Christians would confess that while they read their Bibles, they don’t have a good grasp on 

Israel’s monarchy. They couldn’t tell you when, how, or why Israel became a monarchy, or what the Israelite monarchy 

has to do with Jesus and His kingdom and the Church today. 

  1 Samuel answers these questions. The reason Israel became a monarchy, according to God Himself, is because “they 

have rejected Me from being king over them” (1 Sam. 8:7). The rest of the books—and really, the rest of the Old 

Testament—serves as a warning to us: “This is what happens when you reject God from being your king.” When the 

kings and the people of Israel received God as their rightful king, worshiping and obeying Him, they experienced 

phenomenal blessing. When they rejected Him, worshiping idols and rebelling against God, they experienced terrible 

judgment.  

  Our first parents, Adam and Eve, rejected God from being king over them. As a result, every one of their descendants is 

born with a sinful nature that leads us to do the same thing. Our rejection of God as king doesn’t lead to blessing, it 



results in judgment. 1 Samuel provides us with ample opportunity to teach this truth and point to Jesus, David’s 

descendant. Unlike Adam, Eve, and everyone else in the history of the world, Jesus would obey God perfectly. 

Furthermore, He came to die for the sins of His people, the same ones who refused to receive God as their rightful king. 

Human history is marching to the final reign of King Jesus when all will be right in the world! 

  1 Samuel gives us a context for understanding the rest of the Bible. If you turn back to the end of Judges, you realize 

it was a period was of terrible  anarchy. It’s the wild, wild west of Scripture. It was a period of instability, spiritually and 

at the same time socially and politically. The circumstances are ripe for a big shift in the structure of the leadership for 

the people of God.  

  The word out there on the part of some was, “You know, if only we could have a king like some of these other nations, 

then we’d be in a far better position.” If you grasp this, you’ll have a helpful sense of what’s going on in 1 Samuel and 

the rest of the Bible.  

  1 Samuel moves into a period of transition; a transition from a theocracy to a dynastic monarchy. The times of the 

Judges and the period up until this time in 1 Samuel were the theocratic rule of God. The Spirit of God would put His 

hand on someone and raise them up for a period of time to exercise leadership amongst God’s people. They came, they 

served, and they left.  

  In the establishing of a dynastic monarchy, there was going to be a succession of leadership in a way that didn’t happen 

before. There would be someone who became the king, and then someone who was the heir to the king, and so the 

establishment of this framework.  

  One might conclude from reading Judges that the problem was the absence of a king in Israel. But in 1 Samuel, Israel 

will get her king. Saul, Israel’s first king, will be the kind of king the people want, and prove to be the king Israel 

deserves. David, Israel’s second king, will replace Saul. He is God’s kind of king, a man after God’s heart.  

  Just a sidenote here. Study history and you’ll discover that when a culture turns away from God, He gives them the 

government that they deserve.   

  As David and his heirs fail, God promises a new and future king. The rest of Scripture until the book of Revelation is 

moving toward that coming King.  

  Revelation 19:11-16, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on His head are many 

diadems, and He has a name written that no one knows but Himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 

name by which He is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 

following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and He will 

rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On His robe and 

on His thigh He has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” The next event on God’s prophetic calendar is the 

return of the King, King Jesus! 

  1 Samuel shows us that the best of us is a mess. King Saul ends up as a failure with a capital “F.” To some extent 

Samuel and David fail and they’re the best of the best. 1 Samuel is the fleshing out of the truth of Romans 3, “None is 

righteous…no one does good, not even one” (vs. 10-11).  

  Hollywood has nothing on 1 Samuel with its ambition, murder, deception, spiritual charlatans, sexual intrigue, political 

plots and assassination attempts. It reveals something profound as people turn their backs on God. The results are 

catastrophic. Reading this book, we see life in all of its gory details.  

  1 Samuel is a book about success and failure, both in individuals and in the nation. It’s a reflection of our world and us. 

It is only through faith in Christ and obedience to His will that we can have godly character and true success. 

  As we study 1 Samuel, it becomes clear that no human being is completely good or completely evil. Instead, every 

person’s intentions and actions are some mixture of good and evil. This provides ample opportunity to show that Jesus—

the only perfect man—is the Savior that Saul needs, that David needs, and that we need today. 

  1 Samuel shows us that God loves to use what the world considers little people. 50 years ago, Christian philosopher, 

Francis Schaeffer (picture) said, “Most Christians take an honest look at themselves and conclude that their limited 

talents, energy, and knowledge mean they don’t amount to much.”  

  1 Samuel begins with a wife struggling with infertility. A little boy that God calls out to in the middle of the night. The 

youngest kid so overlooked that when the family had a big event, they forgot about him. God loves what the world 

considers the little people and there are no little people with God. 

  1 Samuel shows us that people have always needed God’s grace. The main character in 1 Samuel is God. Over and 

over again we see God’s grace. 

  Brennan Manning (picture) said that our culture has made the word grace impossible to understand. We resonate with 

slogans such as: There’s no free lunch. You get what you deserve. You want money? Work for it. You want love? Earn it. 



You want mercy? Show you deserve it. Do unto others before they do it unto you. Watch out for welfare lines and 

shiftless street people. By all means give others what they deserve, but not one penny more. 

  But in grace, God answers the prayers of a mistreated wife. God, through His chosen prophet, Samuel, offers grace in 

the face of sin; covenant-faithfulness in the face of unfaithfulness.  

  This is the character of our God and His relationship to His people. David, raised by God from obscurity to unparalleled 

wealth and power, becomes the model of what kingship, dependent upon God’s grace is to be. 

  1 Samuel shows us that God is working even when we don’t know that He’s working. As we’ll see next week, 1 

Samuel opens with a woman in pain. She’s abused in her own home. She’s infertile and in misery and distress. Then, you 

come to the end of the story and she’s an honored mother in Israel. In fact, she’s the mother of the most famous man in 

the nation, and she has other children as well. God has lifted her out of her the pit of distress. God, as He always does, 

has come to the defense of the defenseless.  

  As this book opens, Israel is a political joke. They’re hardly identifiable as a people. They’re under duress from 

enemies on every side. The Philistines figure prominently in the story, dominating Israel. Things are so bad that instead 

of living in fertile areas and plowing their acreage, the Israelites have moved into the high country and start to live in 

caves and dens so that the Philistines can’t find them. Israel has no visible government or king.  

  These are the consequences of their persistent tendency to indulge in living their own way. They do it off and on for 

350 years. God quietly lets them learn to live with the consequences of their own sinful choices.  

  At the end of the book, God raises up David, who will lead Israel to an entirely new situation. He’ll found a dynasty 

that will last forever, even though it has not functioned as such for two and a half millennia, David’s dynasty still has a 

future because God’s favor rested on this godly young man. God delighted in David and brought him to personal and 

international greatness. God is working even when we don’t know that He’s working. 

 

Conclusion: Juliette Brault, a young woman in the lovely province of Normandy, France, was excited. She and her 

fiancé, Georges, (the final “s” is correct) had big plans. They were to be married on June 6, 1944. As you can imagine, 

planning the wedding was a great joy.  

  They scheduled the church and talked with the priest. Even with the shortages brought on by the war, Juliette managed 

to find a beautiful wedding dress and white shoes. They carefully gathered scarce food to serve at the wedding dinner. 

They chose their best man and maid of honor and carefully drew up a guest list. While they could not travel far, they 

planned their honeymoon and the little house that would be their first home. They left nothing to chance because this 

would be a day to remember forever. 

  But unbeknownst to Juliette and Georges, other people were also making plans. President Roosevelt, General Marshall, 

and the Pentagon staff were making plans in Washington. Prime Minister Churchill, General Eisenhower and thousands 

of others were making plans in England. Resistance leaders in France had received coded radio messages and were 

making plans. It mattered not how precisely Juliette and Georges planned their wedding. It mattered not how carefully 

they rehearsed. It mattered not that they had worked so hard to gather supplies. Their plans were about to be swallowed 

up in a greater plan. 

  On the day that they had planned for their wedding, the Allies bombed their town. Georges was missing. The wedding 

dress and shoes were ruined. Fortunately, Georges turned up later, and the couple was married on June 23, 1944 in a 

garage. The mayor called it “love in the ruins.” Juliette wore a pair of brown shoes donated by a U.S. Army officer. 

They served army rations at the wedding dinner. 

  While Juliette and Georges would have preferred their wedding as planned, they were not resentful. Still living near 

Utah Beach fifty years later, Juliette said, “Not only did the Americans liberate us but they made our marriage.”  

  You and I make plans every day. But God is making plans too. The more that we push God into the background, the 

more disrupted we will be when His plans overwhelm ours.  

  The constant message of 1 Samuel is that God is sovereign. Even though we may be unaware of it, God is still 

sovereign today. He will accomplish His plans and purposes with or without our cooperation.  

  But as was true in the lives of Samuel, Saul, and David, our response to God’s call affects our outcome. Will we obey 

Him as Samuel and David did and live lives marked by His blessing? Or will we, like Saul, try to live on our own terms? 

“To obey is better than sacrifice,” as Samuel told King Saul (1 Samuel 15:22). That truth still speaks to us today.  

  Please include God in your plans—by prayer and an openness to His will—so that we will be able to cope and thrive 

with His greater plans. 

  Next Sunday we’ll begin working our way through the text of 1 Samuel 1. Let me encourage you to read that chapter 

this coming week and stay ahead of us. But as you read 1 Samuel during the coming weeks, ask two questions:  

  1) How does God reveal Himself in this passage? In other words what does it reveal about God’s character.  



  2) How does God relate to His people in this passage? In other words, how does God intervene or respond to human 

characters in the account?  

  God was working in 1 Samuel. He’s still working today. The big question is: Will we submit to His plans and trust 

Him?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


