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Are you a trendy person? Do you get caught up in fads? So how trendy are you? Raise your hand if you’ve ever… 

 Played Hacky-Sack (picture)? Had a mullet (picture)? Did the ice bucket challenge (picture)? Collected Beanie Babies 

(picture)? Were part of a flash mob (picture)? Wore jelly shoes (picture)? Wore Crocs (picture)? Did the Macarena 

(picture)? Went Bungee jumping (picture)? 

  There’s nothing wrong with being trendy unless you’re wearing a men’s leisure suit (picture), then you’re pushing it. 

Seriously, there’s nothing wrong with being trendy as long as you don’t violate God’s standards.  

  When it comes to the spiritual, every Christian fights the pressure of what Romans 12:2 calls “being conformed to this 

world.” Phillip’s renders it, “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould.”  

  Today is the last message in our series on the life of Samuel, though it’s not our last message in 1 Samuel. After chapter 

8 the focus changes from Samuel to Saul and eventually to King David. Samuel was one of the great leaders of the Bible 

and “judged Israel all the days of his life” (1 Sam. 7:15). This isn’t the last chapter that has to do with Samuel. He 

doesn’t actually die until chapter 25 and still has an important role to play in the chapters ahead.  

  Samuel plays a historical role in the nation’s transition from a tribal confederation to a monarchy. The years after his 

great victory over the Philistines saw a return to peace, prosperity and fervor for the Lord. But he had a problem. The 

same one you and I face. He was mortal. Chapter 8 begins with a troubling reality, “When Samuel became old” (1 

Samuel 8:1).  

  The leaders of the nation know Samuel must be replaced but this brings about a crisis – their replacement plan. We 

want to be just like… They demand to have a king like the pagan nations around them. It’s driven by fear. Verse 20, 

“that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”  

  The request is shocking because God has demonstrated His capacity to protect His people by defeating the Philistines 

and winning their battles. Having a king wasn’t a problem. God had already made provision for it. It was the motive 

behind their request. They wanted to be like the godless nations around them. They’re motivated by fear. God’s people 

always make the wrong decisions when they’re driven by fear. Fear is not from God and He doesn’t want us to live in 

fear. He wants us to trust Him!  

  Jane and I have some friends who are Mennonite (picture). God is not asking us to dress like the Mennonites or Amish 

to show that we are His people. Too many Christians believe being godly is externalism whereas the focus of Scripture is 

internal, in our hearts and attitudes. God is much more concerned about the state of your heart than He is the clothing 

your wearing. Being conformed to this world’s system is first a heart issue. We want to be just like…is a problem that 

first begins in the inner person. It begins with who is king in your life. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. It is very hard to be spiritually objective about your own children. Former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani 

(picture) made a name for himself as a tough prosecutor who targeted the Mob’s money in an attempt to take down the 

major Mafia families who controlled criminal activity in the city. His reputation for law and order ushered him into the 

mayor’s seat. Imagine how he felt when his 20-year-old daughter, Caroline, was arrested for shoplifting about $100 

worth of cosmetics.  

  In many ways Eli was Samuel’s father, at least his functional Dad. Apparently, Samuel learned some of his parenting 

skills from Eli. Samuel is the last of the Judges but being a judge was not a hereditary position. Yet, Samuel appoints his 

sons as judges though they didn’t meet the qualifications outlined in the book of Deuteronomy (16:18-20). It seems that 

Samuel knew of their evil and failed to remove them from office. For God’s people, you must choose the right leaders. 

  These two dirtbags had spiritual names. Joel means “Yahweh is God” and Abijah means “Yahweh is my Father.” Like 

Eli’s sons, they perverted justice. Perhaps Samuel, like Eli, was too involved in ministry to give priority time to his 

family and God was dishonored as a result.  

  The term “perverted justice” has a violent connotation. Matthew Henry (picture) wrote this, “When their character was 

the reverse of his, their relation to so good a man, which otherwise would have been their honor, was really their 

disgrace…Those that have the most grace themselves cannot give grace to their children. It has often been the grief of 

good men to see their posterity, instead of treading in their steps, trampling upon them.” 

  God must always be the priority, even it means confronting our children about dishonoring the Lord. Most parents need 

a godly friend to give them perspective. Either our children are not as bad as we think they are or not as good as we think 

that they are.  

  Children of great leaders rarely become great leaders. Look at corporate America. Successful businesses are often 

ruined by spoiled adult children. Many ministries are ruined by nepotism. God is the one who provides leaders for His 

people, not a well-meaning leader/parent. Godly character is the qualification for leadership, not bloodline.  



  Parents often overlook something vital. Tough times develop character. If we continually cushion a child’s life, we’re 

not assisting them in developing character. Many parents believe they’re intervening in love but get in the way when 

God is heating up life on their child to produce godliness.  

  Raising godly children is hard work. Some of the greatest biblical heroes had godless kids. We can make it easy for our 

children to do well, hard for them to do wrong, but in the end they make personal choices. We must be consistent in our 

modeling and faithful in our teaching. That’s our job. God holds our children responsible for whether they follow 

through.  

  If Samuel knew of their lack of integrity, he should have removed them from leadership. We don’t know if he knew or 

not but it’s hard to believe that he didn’t know since apparently it was common knowledge. 

  

2. It is simple to see problems yet difficult to develop solutions. Some time had passed since 1 Samuel 7 and Ebenezer 

with the victory over the Philistines, probably at least twenty years. These are new leaders, children of the leaders who’d 

turned to God and trusted Samuel’s leadership.  

  These new leaders saw a problem. Samuel was old and his sons were corrupt, so they come up with a solution, “Now 

appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 

  Apparently, Samuel feels rejected as a judge. It’s the part he complains to God about, “give us a king to judge us.” But 

it’s not the part of their request that gets God’s attention. God zeroes in on, “like all the nations.”  

  From the beginning God had created them to be a distinct people, His people. Now they want to be like everyone else. 

Though God had brought them out of slavery in Egypt, though He’d conquered enemy after enemy and fought on their 

behalf, now they want a human power they can see like the other pagan nations. They don’t want some invisible God. 

But God was supposed to be their real king. Now it’s not enough. It never had been. It had continually been God plus 

golden calves or water from rocks or manna.  

  Apparently, their economy is on the upswing. Some of the more affluent wanted a king to protect their holdings and 

keep the economy going upward. Their demand for a king was rational and logical, it just wasn’t spiritual.  

  There are two ways to reject God: one is to reject Him outright; the other is to say you follow Him but then not really 

trust Him. It’s God plus. It’s like having a spouse you say you love and are committed to, but having a lover on the side. 

The Bible calls it spiritual adultery.  

  But this isn’t an ancient Israel problem. It’s a contemporary Christian problem. It’s easy to trust God when you have 

everything that you think that you need – a good marriage, happy family, secure job, everyone is healthy. But when one 

of those things is missing, do we stop trusting God?  

  Israel isn’t content to lean back and trust God. Too often neither are we. They feel they need something that they can 

get their hands on like a king. 

  It’s a mindset as old as Adam and Eve, that the Garden wasn’t enough. They needed something more. Hebrews 11:6 

says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists 

and that He rewards those who seek Him.”  

  They want to be like everyone else. Don’t we struggle with that too? That guy at work who cuts ethical corners but gets 

the promotions? Don’t we want to be like him? How about that Mom who’s always out with her girlfriends? The kids are 

in daycare while she’s at Starbucks. She doesn’t have toddlers tugging on her asking 20 questions. Our neighbor has a 

problem with his car and colors the air blue. Wouldn’t we like to let loose, just once? That popular kid at school is 

always out partying. Wouldn’t we like to be her just for one weekend? Be honest. Don’t we all struggle with God being 

our king and wanting to be just like everyone else? 

  I do. It’d be nice to be one of those preachers who only says nice things. He doesn’t preach God’s Word and tick people 

off. Everyone goes to heaven. Only five commandments, not ten and you pick. But then God isn’t king!  

  Ingratitude is a byproduct of rejecting God. Did you know that in the New Testament Paul wrote about giving thanks 

at least 46 times? He was thankful to God and thankful to other people. It’s why he had joy. Joy and gratitude are 

cousins. If you’re not a grateful Christian, you won’t be a joyful one.  

  John Ortberg (picture) writes, “Gratitude is the ability to experience life as a gift. It opens us up to wonder, delight, 

and humility. It makes our hearts generous. It liberates us from the prison of self-preoccupation. Gratitude is not 

something we give to God because He wants to make sure we know how much trouble He went to over us. Gratitude is 

the gift God gives us that enables us to be blessed by all His other gifts, the way our taste buds enable us to enjoy the gift 

of food. Without gratitude our lives degenerate into envy, dissatisfaction, and complaints, taking what we have for 

granted and always wanting more.” Ortberg’s words remind us that one reason that it’s vital for us to develop grateful 

hearts is because of the alternative, the other kind of heart—one chronically discontent, complaining, and dissatisfied. 



  Samuel has led the nation for half a century. They’re ready to hand him his gold watch and shove him out the door. 

They want a young king, not some geezer prophet. It says a lot about our hearts in how we treat our elderly. It’s grieved 

me over the years to see how even Christian organizations sometimes treat older employees, forcing them out.  

  Instead of reacting, we must learn to counteract with prayer. Samuel is hurt. He’s offended. So how do you handle 

rejection? Please don’t miss this, “And Samuel prayed to the Lord.”  

  Samuel didn’t lose his cool or post his gripes on Facebook. He prays. Like Samuel, we must learn to have prayer as our 

first response rather than our last resort. When your spouse or child angers you, when you want to tell your boss what 

you really think, when you see a news report of some evil act – whatever tempts you to react – counteract it with prayer.  

  This was Nehemiah’s pattern. When Nehemiah heard the news out of Jerusalem concerning the destruction and chaos, 

it says that he sat down and wept. Then it says, “And then [Nehemiah] prayed to God and fasted for many days.” His 

reaction was to weep. His counteraction was to pray. 

  I’m good at weeping. I’m good at anger. I’m not so good at praying. Here’s the challenge: When something displeases 

me, and that’s my reaction, what’s my counteraction? What’s yours? Do you have the same tendency I have when I’m 

displeased by something? I want to tell everybody how displeased I am—instead of doing what Samuel does? Instead of 

reacting, counteract with prayer. Samuel brings it all to God. That’s the solution. There is no time that we need to pray 

more than when we are hurt or feel rejected.    

  Counteracting with prayer gives us patience. Verse 7: “And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in 

all that they say to you…” That’s another way of saying, “Count to ten, Samuel, before you nuke someone.” That’s good 

advice for all of us.   

  Counteracting with prayer gives us perspective. Patience helps us have perspective. God tells Samuel that he needs the 

proper perspective: “For they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. According to 

all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking Me and serving 

other gods, so they are also doing to you.”  

  It wasn’t about Samuel, it’s about God. What the Lord says to Samuel must have been a great 

encouragement.  “Samuel, you just happen to be the one in the middle. They're tired of the theocracy I have set up for 

them. They no longer want Me to rule them through godly leaders. When you see it in that perspective, Samuel, you 

won’t take it so personally.”  

  G. Campbell Morgan (picture) the great expositor and long term pastor of the Westminster Chapel in London was one 

of 150 young men who sought entrance to the Wesleyan ministry in 1888. He passed the doctrinal examinations, but then 

faced the trial sermon. In a cavernous auditorium that could seat more than 1,000 sat three ministers and 75 others who 

came to listen. When Campbell Morgan stepped into the pulpit, the vast room and the searching, critical eyes caught him 

off guard and he felt panicky.  

  Two weeks later his name appeared among the 105 rejected for the ministry that year. He wired his Dad the one word, 

“Rejected,” and sat down to write in his diary: “Very dark everything seems. Still, He knoweth best.” But quickly came 

his Dad’s telegraphed reply: “Rejected on earth. Accepted in heaven. Dad.” Samuel was rejected on earth but accepted 

where it mattered. My friend, make sure you’re accepted where it really matters – with God.  

 

3. God has called us to be a Christian Counter-culture. One of the greatest tragedies of the Second World War was 

the way that the German church wanted to be accepted and even promoted by Hitler’s Third Reich. True faith runs 

counter to the world’s culture.  

  The United Methodist Church is about to fragment. The issue is whether what Scripture teaches about morals is the 

standard or will they capitulate to a changing world? It means being on the wrong side of history.  

  Israel wanted to be like the rest of the nations. Having a king wasn’t the problem. The provisions for a king were 

already set out before they came into the Promised Land in Deuteronomy 17. “You may indeed set a king over you whom 

the LORD your God will choose” (Deuteronomy 17:15). It was that they were tired of being Israel, God’s covenant 

people. They wanted God but they also wanted to be like other nations. They no longer want to be distinct or set apart. 

God designed them to be a light to the other nations, now they want to be just like them. They missed out because they 

wouldn’t wait on God’s timing. We often do the same.  

  God has called us to be distinctly different. We’re to be in the world but not of the world. That changes everything. Just 

as a boat is in the water, but not of the water, the Christian is in the world, but not of the world. Followers of Christ 

pattern their lives after their Lord. “World” is not our physical earth. World is literally age, referring to the present evil 

age, which is passing away, in contrast to the coming eternal age in which righteousness dwells. “World” refers to this 

world’s philosophies and worldview. 

  Israel was to be distinctly different and righteous, and so are we. We are not to think like the world or act like the 

world.  



  There was a marching band in a parade one day. Everybody was marching in step, except for one band member. He was 

totally out of step with the rest of the band. When you looked closer at that guy that was out of step, you noticed that he 

had on a set of headphones. He was listening to a totally different song.  

  That’s us. We’re to march out of step from the world. The world is goose-stepping in a certain pattern. You and I, 

because we’re in Christ Jesus, are listening to a different song; a different tune and have a different pace of life. The 

world points a finger at us and says, “You guys are weird.” We say, “Thank you very much.” The Bible says this about 

this world, “The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” It means our 

definition of success is different. Our attitudes and conversations are different. How we problem-solve is different.  

  Football great Reggie White (picture) emulated this. He was a gentle warrior who will be remembered as one of the 

greatest defensive players in NFL history. Equally as impressive as his achievements on the field was the positive impact 

he had off the field and the way he served as a positive influence on so many young people.  

  Off the field, Reggie White cared not only for his team but about his community. With his wife, he built Hope Place, a 

shelter for unwed mothers, on a property near their home in Tennessee. He worked with teenage gang members, abused 

children, and pregnant young women. Everyone knew Reggie White was a Christian. He lived out a Christian Counter-

culture. We’re to do the same. Those who know us shouldn’t have to ask if we’re Christians. They should know that we 

are because in our lives they see Jesus.  

 

4. There is a high price for conforming. It started with one self-destructive leap. Shepherds eating breakfast outside of 

the town of Gevas, Turkey were stunned. First one sheep jumped to its death. The shepherds watched as nearly 1,500 

others followed, each leaping off the same cliff. In the end, 450 dead animals lay on top of one another in a billowy 

white pile. Those who jumped later were saved as the pile got higher and the fall more cushioned. The estimated loss to 

the families was over $100,000, a significant amount of money in a country where average annual income is around 

$2,700.00.  

  Verses 10-18: “So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking for a king from him. He 

said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots 

and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and 

commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 

equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of 

your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. He will take the tenth of your grain and of 

your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. He will take your male servants and female servants and the 

best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall 

be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but 

the Lord will not answer you in that day.”  

  The Bible says we’re all like sheep who have gone astray. Like Israel, we’re often conformers and it costs us. They 

wanted to be like the other nations but it carries a high price. They want a king for prosperity and security, but they get 

taken. The dominant word “take” is used six times by Samuel in what is his longest speech. A king would be like a 

parasite.  

  They had cried out to God to bring them out of slavery in Egypt but now they’re willing to enslave themselves and 

bringing Egypt back upon themselves. It would be like America asking Britain to take us back under British rule. When 

we get outside of God’s will, we always lose.  

  What was the driving motivation? Fear. Fear is the opposite of faith. Think of how much we have lost in America 

because of fear.  

  After 9/11, we created the TSA so we can be groped when we fly. Now you may be thinking, “It keeps us safe from 

terrorists.” Haven’t we learned that terrorists can also drive big trucks or blow up bombs on subways? Are we going to 

have a TSA at every bus stop?  

  Every life has a king. A king is anything that you need in life to make you feel happy and secure. But kings make all of 

their subjects servants.  

  Samuel’s prophecy would be fulfilled for Israel within 200 years under King Solomon. The king devolved from a 

protector to a tyrant. When we blow off God’s rule, rather than finding ourselves free, we end up enslaved.  

 

5. Beware when God answers your prayers but sends leanness to your soul. “But the people refused to obey the 

voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us.”  

  Have you heard the story about the guy who rubbed a genie lamp, and out came the genie? She announced that she’d 

grant three wishes? Astounded by the thought of having anything he wanted, he tested it out and said, “Well, I wish for a 

shiny new convertible, with all the gadgets.” Poof! There it was, big, shiny, red, four-on-the-floor, Corvette. “Wow, he 



said; it works! I can actually get what I wish. All right, a second wish. My second wish is that in the front seat, next to 

me, there will be a beautiful girl and in the trunk a big suitcase full of cash.” And so again, poof! In the front seat of his 

car, a lovely young thing; and in the trunk, a huge suitcase with hundred-dollar bills sticking out. “This is fantastic! 

Wow!” But then the genie reminded him. “That’s two wishes. You have one more, but only one. Be careful with your 

remaining wish.” The guy said, “Right. I’ll be careful. I need to think about this for a few moments.” And so he got in 

the car, started it up, smiled at the lovely lady. As he raced down the road, so happy, he snapped on the stereo and began 

to sing along with what was playing, “Oh, I wish I were an Oscar Mayer wiener.” 

  Psalms 106:15, “And He gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul” (KJV). It’s been far too many times. 

I’ve counseled or had friends who believed the worst thing in life was being single. It’s not. Rick Stone was part of our 

church in Detroit. He’d served in Vietnam and hated being single. Against the advice of Christian friends, he married an 

unbeliever. Tragically, the marriage didn’t last a week. Rick was so ashamed that he never came back to church.    

  Israel thought that they had to have a king. What do you think that you have to have? That you’re begging God for? 

Have you ever thought, “God, let me win the lottery?”  British trash collector, Michael Carroll (picture), was 19 when 

he won the lottery of  $14.4 million in 2002. He moved into a mansion, bought gold jewelry and got addicted to drugs 

and alcohol. He found himself in prison a couple of times and the prize money was gone within 10 years. 

  Eventually Carroll took a job at a cookie factory in Scotland, making only $300 a week. More recently, he was 

delivering coal for a living. He says he's grateful for the work and a second chance at life. He says he's happy to be alive, 

sober and out of jail, so he can spend time with his young daughter. 

  It’s not wrong to want money or to be married or even to want things. The problem comes when we believe that we 

can’t be satisfied or secure without them, when they become a king in our lives. Rather than bringing joy and 

satisfaction, they bring anxiety, depression and despair. Sometimes God’s kindness to us is in not answering our prayers.  

  There’s an irony here. The Lord instructs Samuel to listen to the people three times but they won’t listen to Samuel or 

God, and it costs them.  

 

Conclusion: God always had a plan to bless Israel by giving them a king.  That king of course was David. David became 

a king who thought about his people first and himself later. And in that David anticipated his greater Son, the Lord Jesus, 

the great Shepherd who not only put His people first but gave His life for them as their coming King.  

  How does the New Testament begin? It begins with a King. That King will be crowned but with a crown of thorns. 

Because unlike the king that they were going to get who takes, this is the King who gives.  

  Jesus is not like any other king. That’s why when Pilate’s interviewing Him, he says, “Now, apparently, the people are 

saying you’re a king.” King Jesus replies, “Well, you say so, and it’s true. But my kingdom is not like this world. If it 

were, my servants would have been fighting.” 

  Here’s the choice. We can either say “Jesus is King” or “I don’t want this King. I like it my own way. I’m going to do it 

my way.” 

  Is Jesus your King? Any other leader or king may be attractive, but if you go with him, he’ll disappoint you. The Lord 

Jesus will never disappoint you. But you must surrender. You must let Him be the King of your life.  

  The gospel of the New Testament is that there is a king worth having, but His is a kingship that is different from all 

other kings. His is reign is “not of this world.” Do you want Jesus as your King?  

  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.”  

  Believing, committing your life to Him.  That’s the only way you can have Jesus as your king. You have to believe that 

He died for you as your Savior. You must commit your life to Him. Will you let Jesus be your king today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


