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Did you see the video clip of Queen Elizabeth having tea with Paddington Bear (picture)? It’s wonderful. Queen 

Elizabeth is celebrating her 70 year reign, her jubilee. The Queen is 96 years old but at the beginning of her the Platinum 

Jubilee celebration she made a surprise appearance in a comedic sketch with Paddington Bear.   

  In the skit the monarch sat across from the animated character as they planned to share a pot of tea. “Tea?” The Queen 

asked just before Paddington grabbed the kettle and began chugging it. To compensate for his blunder, he unexpectedly 

pulls a marmalade sandwich out of his hat. “I always keep one for emergencies,” he commented. And in a whimsical 

twist, the 96-year-old Queen mimicked his actions. “So do I,” reaching for her purse. “I keep mine in here” (picture).  

  Imagine for a moment the confusion there would have been in Westminster Abbey if on June 3, 1953, when everything 

was in place for the coronation of Elizabeth II (picture), nobody could find her—and when they went to look for her, 

they found she’d hidden in a closet. Of course, it didn’t happen; it’d be bizarre if it happened. But that’s what did happen 

in 1 Samuel 10.  

  In the inauguration of the monarchy in Israel, when they attempt to do in public what has already taken place in private, 

Saul is nowhere to be found, “he has hidden himself [in] the baggage.” Runaway donkeys are one thing, but what do we 

make of a runaway king? Taking a line from Lion King (picture), the Saul version would be “I can wait to be king.”  

  Previously, in the Samuel-Saul account, the nation of Israel had demanded a king to be like the other nations, to fight 

their battles, to protect them. But behind the request was a rejection of God as their king.  

  Saul had been sent on a search for lost donkeys but was unaware of the providential hand of God who was sending him 

to the aging prophet, Samuel. Saul is Samuel’s special guest at a large feast and stays overnight with Samuel. The next 

morning as Saul prepares to leave for home, Samuel privately anoints him as king. To document that this is all from 

God, Samuel gives Saul three signs, things that are going to happen to him. After that the Spirit of God comes on the 

newly anointed king. Finally, Saul arrives home and his uncle wants the scoop but Saul only gives him part of the story.  

  Samuel calls the nation together at Mizpah and reminds them of all God has done for them and how they’ve blown off 

God. They then cast lots and Saul’s number comes up. He’s the new king but it’s Hide & Seek time. It’s like something 

out of a Jim Carrey or Will Ferrell (pictures) comedy. They can’t find the new king so God has to tell them where Saul 

is hiding. They find him and are in awe of how tall he is. They then publicly make him king. But as with any leader, 

some want no part of it and despise Saul.  

  1 Samuel 10 then is an amazing record of God’s grace and goodness. It’s a dramatic story and it’s all true. It’s a small 

slice of history—an important slice. But the Bible isn’t just about history or kings and royal families. The Bible 

continually points us to King Jesus. When we take our eyes off of Jesus, we lose our way through life but we also lose 

our way around the Bible. So one of the questions that we must always be asking is, “How will this record of things lead 

me eventually to Jesus Christ?” 

  This tiny fragment of history is significant not just for Saul and Israel, but for you and for me—and really the entire 

world. The chapter breaks in two. The first sixteen verses are the details following a private anointing. Then, from verse 

17 to the end, it’s the public coronation of the king.  

  What can we learn? What are the lessons for us from this Runaway King? If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.God’s Word is true even when it speaks prophetically. You may remember a bestselling book published in 1985 by 

Dr. Ravi Batra, The Great Depression of 1990 (picture). None of it materialized. 

  If a prophecy is true, it needs to happen. That’s the case here. Samuel told Saul what was about to happen to him and it 

did. These aren’t bland generalizations like the little quips from a fortune cookie. Two men will meet him at Rachel’s 

tomb to tell him that his donkeys are safe. Three men will meet him at Bethel to offer him bread. A group of prophets 

will meet him at Gibeah with whom he will prophesy. And all these signs were fulfilled that day. These fulfilled 

prophecies reinforce the fact that Saul is king through God’s Word. It’s how he becomes king and how he must rule as 

king.  

  Samuel may have been a sharp prophet but such specific signs are beyond human foresight. Such minutia can only 

come from God.  

  One astrophysicist estimated that at the lowest rate of chance the probability of these events happening in sequence as 

Samuel prophesied would be 1 in 8 million. Only a sovereign God could orchestrate the necessary events with such 

precise timing and accuracy. We can trust God’s Word.  

  In His first coming Jesus fulfilled 300 prophecies from the Old Testament. I mean, who can predict where they will be 

born or where they’ll die? 300 fulfilled prophecies yet people doubt the truth of the Bible. Even Christians question the 

Bible or worse, don’t read God’s Word to know how to live.  



  How many of us plan our vacations or special days based on weather forecasts? It’s estimated that 10 day forecasts are 

accurate about 50% of the time. When the TV weather forecaster says it’s going to rain do you take your umbrella? 

When they predict snow do you go out and buy milk and bread? Yet, we know that they’re often wrong. The Bible is 

100% accurate and yet too often even Christians don’t take it seriously or believe it.   

  Many of us are going on vacation this summer. A number of years ago our family did a trek out West that included the 

Grand Canyon, Little Big Horn and Yellowstone. Can you imagine attempting to make that trip without consulting a 

map? It would be quickly obvious that we didn’t know where we were going.  

  For too many of us it shows that we’re not consulting God’s road map, His Word. But then we wonder why our inner 

life is so convoluted. We may wear a smile but inside we’re a bundle of stress, irritability, joylessness and negativity. 

Usually, those closest to us know whether we are in the Word.  

  Why read the Bible every day? Does it make a difference? Is it just something super Christians do? If we don't 

understand why it matters, we won't make it a priority. Christian blogger, Kelly Needham (picture) shares five analogies 

on why we need a consistent, daily study of God's Word. 

  Reading the Bible is like visiting God’s home. When you visit someone’s home, you learn very quickly what’s 

important to them. That’s the way it is with God. Everything in His Word is there because He desires for it to be there. If 

it’s in the Word of God then it’s important to Him. So ask what His Word tells you about His character. Grow to love 

Him for who He is, not who you want Him to be or want Him to do. 

  Reading the Bible is like an anchor that renews your mind. Have you ever played in the ocean at waist level? It's 

amazing how you can convince yourself that you've been standing in one place, yet turning to see your beach umbrella a 

quarter mile away quickly proves your error. The current was so subtle you weren't even aware you were drifting. That’s 

what it's like living in a fallen world. We can be caught up in its current and not even know it.   

  God’s Word is like an anchor. Each time you read it, you’re putting your anchor in the ground and holding on. It keeps 

you from drifting. Without daily grabbing on to this anchor, you can drift far away and not even know it. 

  Reading the Bible is like having on glasses that give you clarity. For many of us, the first thing we reach for in the 

morning are our glasses. They help us do everything. To look at a room through blurred vision is confusing. Is that an 

apple or tomato? Is she angry or happy? Putting on your glasses is a simple step that helps you accurately see your 

world.  

  Without a consistent dose of the Word, life is blurry. Why do you feel confused or overwhelmed? Why are you 

frustrated or angry? When we have a steady dose of truth in our lives, we can quickly perceive our circumstances and our 

hearts’ responses. Like putting on glasses, it brings clarity, helping us accurately discern the events of the day and what 

our responses should be. 

  Ironically, many Christians say they don’t have time to study the Word. But there’s nothing that saves you more time 

than reading the Word and praying. That time gives fresh vision for what truly matters in each day, what you can let go 

of, and helps you accurately assess unexpected situations. 

  Reading the Bible is like taking chemo to kill the cancer of sin. Imagine you have cancer. The doctor suggests it can 

be cured through chemo. You begin treatment, but don’t feel different after the first treatment, or second or third. Why 

keep going? Just because you don’t feel anything doesn't mean it's not working. Over time, it will slowly kill off the 

sickness in you. 

  That’s what a steady intake of the Word of God is like. When we read as an act of faith in Christ, it slowly cures our 

pride, selfishness, hypocrisy, and apathy. Reading God’s Word is often enjoyable. Other times, you’ll close your Bible 

feeling the same as when you sat down. It doesn’t mean your time wasn't effective! Every time the Word enters our 

mind, it’s accomplishing something. God assures us, "So shall My word be that goes out from My mouth; it shall not 

return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it" (Isa. 

55:11). A regular diet of the Word begins killing the sin in our lives.  

  Reading the Bible is like learning a new vocab to fuel a living relationship. Anyone learning a 2nd language knows 

that vocab is key. Sure, you can learn every verb and all the tenses. But once you hit the streets in a foreign country, 

verbs won’t help you find a bathroom or get a cab. You need vocabulary! The more words you know, the more 

conversations you can have. The Bible is the vocabulary for our relationship with God. We don't read the Bible just to 

read our Bibles. We read with the goal to commune with God. Without a rich vocabulary of God’s Word, our interaction 

with Him is limited. Yet, as we grow in our knowledge of the Bible, we recognize His voice in our day-to-day lives. 

Sometimes circumstances will remind us of a passage we’ve read. The more we read, the more living and active our 

relationship with God becomes. Isn’t that what we all long for? A living, breathing, tangible relationship with our loving 

Heavenly Father? 

  Samuel anoints Saul. Until this time anointing was reserved for priests like Aaron or the Levitical priesthood. 

Anointing a king is new. It shows a special endowment and that God is doing something new. Israel’s king wasn’t just 



political, it’s a spiritual position, anticipating the coming king, King Jesus. This anointing indicates that Saul, as his 

name means, is “to save” the nation. The future Messiah was coming to save this world.  

  Three men are going to sacrifice. The language indicates that the loaves of bread were originally intended by these 

three pilgrims as a gift for an anointed priest. Saul’s acceptance of the food confirmed the legitimacy of his anointing and 

that his kingship was also a spiritual office.  

  The Spirit of the Lord will rush upon you. This isn’t what we think of as New Testament believers. It’s different in the 

Old Testament from the New and happens other times. It’s not related to salvation as it is for New Testament Christians. 

The Spirit of the Lord had rushed on Samson back in Judges 14. When the Spirit of the Lord rushed on Samson, he 

ripped a lion apart with his bare hands. The Spirit of the Lord coming on someone is a sign of the empowering of the 

Spirit for the purpose of glorifying God.  

 

2.Sometimes God gives us what we ask for even though He knows it’s not what’s best for us. Psalms 106:15 is a 

frightening verse about prayer. “[God] gave them exactly what they asked for, but along with it they got an empty heart” 

(The Message).  

  Look at verses 17-19: “Now Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah. And he said to the people of 

Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the 

Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.” But today you have rejected your God, who 

saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to Him, ‘Set a king over us.’ Now 

therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands.” 

  Garth Brooks (picture) had a hit song in 1990, “Unanswered Prayers.” Here are the lyrics: “Just the other night at a 

hometown football game 

My wife and I ran into my old high school flame. And as I introduced them, the past came back to me. And I couldn't help 

but think of the way things used to be. She was the one that I'd wanted for all times. And each night I'd spend prayin' that 

God would make her mine. And if He'd only grant me this wish I wished back then I'd never ask for anything again. 

Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers…'Cause some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers” Samuel 

doesn’t pull any punches. They wanted a king because they wanted to be like the other godless nations and had rejected 

God as their king. We too may live with the regret of our requests.  

  But though God answered their request for a king, He loved them too much to let them get away with sin. The same is 

true of us. Have you ever prayed after you’ve blown it and sinned, “God, why didn’t you stop me?”  

  One of the most powerful ways to turn our hearts back to God is to remember what God has already done for us, His 

blessings in the past. So Samuel reminds them of how God had delivered them from Egypt and from their other enemies.  

  One reason that we struggle to trust God is that we have such short memories. We forget, as Israel did, God’s past 

blessings. God had delivered them from Egypt, an international power. The Philistines were small fries in comparison 

and God had already conquered the Philistines for them. He could and would do it again, but they thought that they had 

to have a king.  

  Why hadn’t God always delivered them? Because of their disobedience to God and specifically their idolatry. As we 

see when God later took them into captivity, that same pattern held true even when they had a king. A king wasn’t the 

solution. Repenting of sin and obeying God was.  

  Samuel is preaching a barn burner sermon. It’s a sermon of rebuke and judgement. Then, he ends with, “‘Now 

therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands.’ Then Samuel brought all the tribes 

of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot.” This was a terrifying moment for them. They remembered 

that last time they had cast lots for tribes to find an individual. It was when Achan disobeyed God (Joshua 7) by taking 

loot from Jericho after they defeated it. No doubt there was a sense of dread waiting for judgement to fall.  

  There’s irony here. When Saul is picked, they’re so dependent on God that they have to ask God where to find Saul. I 

wish there was a movie of this. The tallest guy, the basketball player, is hiding in the luggage. Lost donkeys and now a 

lost king.  

  Their values come through so loudly. What do they notice? That Saul has leadership skills? A heart for God? No, just 

that he’s so tall. He’s big like the kings of the pagan nations. They were focused on his height not his heart. We know 

from later chapters that Saul’s lack of a heart for God was going to bring pain and punishment on the nation.  

  Contemporary Christians have not learned. What do we praise in children? Godly hearts or good looks? What do we 

focus on more? What we’ll wear or how we appear, or the state of our hearts?  

  This isn’t humility. Saul knows that he’s been chosen by God. Personally, I think it’s a shirking of duty. As Andrew 

Murray, the Dutch Reformed missionary (picture) said, “True humility isn’t thinking meanly of one’s self; it’s simply 

not thinking of one’s self at all.” Shunning popularity is one thing but shunning God-given responsibility is wrong. 

Sadly, this will be Saul’s pattern for his reign, continually vacating his God-given responsibilities.  



  I wonder if Samuel was biting his lip and suppressing a laugh, “you wanted a king. Here he is.” “And Samuel said to all 

the people, ‘Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? There is none like him among all the people’” (1 Samuel 

10:24). Because of the hardness of their hearts, the Lord’s choice gave in to the people’s choice.  

 

3. Human government is to submit to God’s Law. Dr. John W. Robbins (picture) described 1 Samuel as “the oldest 

textbook in political freedom” pointing out that by placing human society under God’s law, “the Bible…furnishes us 

with the principles we need to defend a free society.”  

  “Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before 

the Lord” (vs. 25). As king, Saul was under God’s law as found in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. God’s men have consistently 

pointed out to kings and government leaders that they are under God’s law. Kings are lawmakers but God is the final 

lawgiver. Even kings are not to break God’s law.  

  Saul would be rebuked by Samuel later for violating God’s law. Nathan the prophet would point his boney finger in the 

face of King David for his adultery and murder. Elijah would rebuke Ahab and Jezebel. John the Baptist would lose his 

head because he dared to point out Herod’s evil of marrying his brother’s wife. The great Scottish reformer, John Knox 

(picture) called for the execution of Queen Mary because she murdered her husband.  

  God’s law always has precedence over man’s law. As Peter said, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

  One of the reasons the Church is in trouble today is that we have made God’s law subservient to man’s law. We’ve 

hitched our future on politics. But the Church and God’s people must be loyal to King Jesus first.  

  I’m appalled at pastors who call out Joe Biden (picture) for his abominable abortion on demand policies yet 

campaigned for Donald Trump (picture) who declared himself to be “the most pro-gay President in American History.” 

Christ-followers cannot be “woke,” even if it costs us. Christ-followers cannot be “woke” and please God. Jesus loved 

and died for all sins and sinners. We don’t hate any sinners. We must though separate acceptance from 

affirmation. While we fully accept anyone who is LGBTQ and value them as created in God’s image, loved by God, and 

died for by Jesus on the cross. But just as we do not affirm our own behavior because of our sin, we can’t affirm anyone 

else’s sinful behavior. We are all under God’s law. As I come to the cross, I must confess that the worst sinner that I 

know is me.  

  Samuel is sowing the seed that the hope of this world is the gospel not government. All leaders must submit to the 

authority of God’s Word. As God’s people, we live under King Jesus’ rule. The gospel sets us free. Those who don’t 

know Christ are slaves of the god of this world and sin.  

 

4. Even God’s appointed leaders will have some who are against them.  As General Francisco Franco (picture), the 

infamous Spanish dictator was dying, a priest was called to his bedside. The priest, having lived under Franco’s 

murderous regime asked him: “My son, have you forgiven all of your enemies?” To which Franco replied, “Father, I 

have no enemies.” The priest then asked, “Then you have made peace with them?” And Franco answered, “No. I have no 

enemies because I killed them all.”  

  Verses 26-27: “Saul also went to his home at Gibeah, and with him went men of valor whose hearts God had 

touched. But some worthless fellows said, ‘How can this man save us?’ And they despised him and brought him no 

present. But he held his peace.” 

  You can’t be a leader and have everyone like you. While we shouldn’t go out of their way to make enemies, God didn’t 

call us to be popular. He’s commanded us to do the right thing.  

  Saul wisely held his peace. The original language is powerful. It was as if Saul was deaf. He pretended not to hear.  

  Many of us need to take that to heart. We don’t have to respond to every critic. Every social media post doesn’t need a 

response. Saul ignored his critics. Often we’re wise to do the same.  

  Many parents want to be their kid’s buddy. You can’t be a good parent and be their buddy. Pastors love people. Many 

of them struggle to not be people pleasers. I feel it. We have a higher calling than our poll numbers.  

 

Conclusion: Israel asked for a king like all of the other kings of the world. God’s plan was always to send His king. He 

wasn’t going to be a descendant of King Saul but of King David.  

  Generally speaking, Americans don’t like kings. We had a king once, and we didn’t really care for it. When many of us 

hear the word “king,” one or two images typically come to mind. The first is that of a distant tyrant across the ocean who 

mistreats the people and taxes their tea. The second is that of a now-meaningless figurehead; a historical office held over 

from the past that no longer wields any real power. 

  Yet when we speak of Jesus Christ as our King, we’re not alluding to either a tyrant or a figurehead—or even a 

benevolent king who rules for a season. We are speaking of a perfect, righteous, and loving King; one who is absolutely 

sovereign in His authority and eternal in His reign. 



  In both the Old and New Testaments we find explicit references to Jesus—the Messiah—as being the king. When the 

angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to Jesus, he said: “He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of his father David, and He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” This passage speaks of Jesus being of the lineage of King 

David, appointed to the throne by God the Father to reign over an eternal kingdom. 

  But before Jesus became the reigning king, He was the suffering and dying king. He died for us, for our sins. The Lord 

Jesus by His sacrificial death paid our sin debt and conquered our greatest enemy, Death. He “abolished death and 

brought life and immortality to light” (2 Timothy 1:10)  not only for Himself but also for all of His people.  

  Yet after He was the dying King, Jesus is now our Risen King. The grave couldn’t keep King Jesus. Jesus is the only 

man ever to have died and then to have been raised to resurrection. When Jesus arose on Easter morning, He left the 

grave behind, never to return. The tomb was empty and remains empty. One day my tomb will be empty and yours will 

be too if you know Jesus as your Savior. King Jesus has risen, and gives eternal resurrection life to all who believe in 

Him! My friend, do you know King Jesus as your Savior and Lord? Have you come to King Jesus? That’s what He 

wants from all of us, to simply come to Him? Why not come to Him today?  

  Someone has said, “You will never be free until you know who your Master is.” Until you bow to King Jesus, you can 

never have peace, joy, or hope.  

  Today let me invite you to bow your heart to King Jesus. I’m inviting you to say, if you never have, “Jesus, I know that 

You love me. I know that You died on the cross to save me. I’m coming to You, Jesus, on Your terms. I confess that I am 

a sinner. I turn from my sin. I trust You, Jesus, to save me. I make You my King.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

   

 

 

 

 


