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Pastor and author, Max Lucado (picture) and his wife, Denalyn, first served the Lord as missionaries in Brazil. In his 

book, No Wonder They Call Him the Savior, he share this story:  

  Their small house was simple but adequate, consisting of one large room on a dusty street in a poor Brazilian 

neighborhood. The mother, Maria, and her daughter, Christina, had done what they could to add color to the gray walls 

and warmth to the hard dirt floor: an old calendar, a faded photograph of their family, a wooden crucifix. And the 

furnishings were less than modest: no TV, no computer, no phone, just a couple of pallets for beds, a washbasin and a 

wooden stove.  

  Maria’s husband had died when Christina was an infant. Maria’s meager salary as a maid was barely reliable and 

afforded no luxuries. And now, fifteen years later, Christina was now old enough to get a job of her own. She was 

attractive enough to have a list of prospective husbands waiting in line but she wasn’t interested in the traditional idea of 

marrying young and raising a family.  

  Some say she got her independence from her mother. She spoke often of going to the city and dreamed of trading her 

dusty neighborhood for the exciting avenues of city life. This scared her mother, “People don’t know you there,” she 

warned, “Jobs are scarce and life is cruel. Besides what would you do for work there?” Maria knew exactly what 

Christina would do for work.  

  One morning Maria woke up and found Christina’s bed empty. She knew exactly where she had gone and what she was 

going to do. She also knew immediately what she must do to find her. She quickly threw some clothes in a bag, gathered 

up all her money, and rushed out of the house. On her way to the bus stop she entered a drugstore to get one last thing. 

Pictures. She sat in a photo booth, closed the curtain, and spent all she could on pictures of herself before she boarded the 

bus to Rio.  

  Maria knew Christina had no way of earning money, but also knew her daughter was too stubborn to give up. When 

pride meets hunger, human beings will do the unthinkable. Knowing this, Maria began her search. Bars, hotels, 

nightclubs, any place with a reputation for prostitution. Day after day. Night after night. Maria searched. And at each 

place she left her picture – taped on a bathroom mirror, tacked to a hotel bulletin board, fastened to a corner of the phone 

booth. On the back of each picture she wrote a note.  

  But before long, Maria ran out of money and pictures and had to go home, disheartened and weary. Would Christina 

find the pictures? Would she care?  

  It was a few weeks later that Christina descended the hotel stairs. Her young face was tired. Her brown eyes that once 

danced with youth, now spoke of pain and fear. Her laughter was broken. Her dream had become a nightmare. 

  A thousand times over she had longed to trade these countless beds for her secure pallet. But the little village was, in 

too many ways, too far away. As she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a familiar face. She looked again 

and there on the lobby mirror was a small picture of…her mother. Christina’s eyes burned and her throat tightened as she 

walked across the room and removed the small photo. Written on the back in her mother’s handwriting, “Whatever you 

have done, whatever you have become, it doesn’t matter. Please come home.” And she did. 

  “Whatever you have done, whatever you have become, it doesn’t matter. Please come home.” That’s a loving God’s 

message to our world, “Please come Home.”  

  We’re in the second message of a series on our DNA here at Grace. It’s about who we are, what makes us tick. At 

Grace, we are committed to being part of God’s “Please come Home” message. Our DNA is Sharing God’s “Please 

Come Home” Message.  

  Prior to returning to heaven after His resurrection Jesus has a mission for disciples. Please turn to Acts 1:8 (p. 909): 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

  If you’re a believer, you are called to be Jesus’ witness of the most important message ever shared. Matthew 28:19-20 

is the same message when Jesus commanded His disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” We call this the Great Commission. Tragically, for most Christians and churches, it’s the “Great Omission” and 

the price is very high. Not only are we disobeying Jesus’ command, but it will also result in the death of a church. If 

you’re taking notes…  

 

1.A church without a commitment to sharing God’s “please come Home” message is a dying church. There are 

more churches closing each year in America than there are opening. The latest statistics are from 2019. In 2019, 4500 



churches closed and 3000 new ones started. Do the math and you will quickly see the problem? The Church in America 

is dying.  

  We won’t take time this morning to work through it. But the problems of our urban areas are caused by the 

abandonment of the Church. At Grace, we are committed to this biblical reality: Christians run in when everyone else 

runs out. Look at any urban area and you’ll see “White Flight” as white Christians fled the cities. While we understand 

that their congregations have moved, but they often failed to obey the Great Commission in that they didn’t leave a 

gospel witness behind. It’s hypocritical to say you believe in missions if you abandon supporting gospel witnesses in the 

cities.  

  I’m thankful that Moody Church has stayed in Chicago and John MacArthur, John Piper, and Tim Keller (pictures) are 

committed to keeping their churches in their cities. Study the book of Acts and you’ll see that the Apostle Paul’s plan for 

missions was to begin in the great urban areas of his day and work outward. It’s why we financially support Tom Kubiak 

(picture), a church planter in Chicago. As part of this series, my friend Brian Kenner (picture) from Sweet Communion 

Baptist Church in Milwaukee will be with us to share how to minister cross-culturally.  

  C.S. Lewis (picture) wrote, “The church exists for nothing else but to draw men to Christ, to make them into little 

Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste 

of time. God became Man for no other purpose.” 

  Recently, nationally known church consultant, Thom Rainer (picture) did a blog post, “A church without evangelism is 

a dying church.” He’s right. (Pull out funeral urn.) His article is very insightful. Let me work through it with you this 

morning. If you’ve been in church very long you’ve seen some of these. We only have time to touch on them.  

  A church without evangelism becomes a church where members fight over their preferences, because the members 

do not focus on reaching those who are not followers of Christ. These minor preferences can be music, Scripture 

version, chairs or pews. The list is endless but they’re distractions from what God has called us to do – reach our 

community!    

  A church without evangelism becomes a church without true fellowship, because true fellowship not only cares for 

its own, but it looks beyond its own. This is a church where newcomers feel that they can’t break through the cliques. 

The church is more concerned with keeping members happy than reaching the lost world right outside their doors.  

  A church without evangelism gets mad at the pastor, because the members think they pay the pastor to do 

evangelism for them. My God-given responsibility as your pastor is to share God’s truth with you and help  equip you to 

reach the lost. Some aren’t getting it. We lost a family a few months ago because we weren’t political enough, but God 

has not called us to be political. God has called us to advance His Kingdom.   

  Both Robin Vos (picture) and Senator Van Wanggaard (picture) are personal friends. They attended the funeral I 

preached last Wednesday. As we were talking after the graveside, I shared with them what I’ve shared with you, that at 

Grace we drop our politics as we enter the parking lot. At Grace, we are Kingdom focused and personally I want to be a 

friend with anyone no matter what their political persuasion if it means an opportunity to share the gospel and seeing 

them come into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

  A church without evangelism becomes a church that does not do ministry, because there are fewer and fewer 

members to do ministry. An often quoted church slogan about churches is “20% of the people do 80% of the work.” Or 

it’s the same ones who do everything. That’s not true at Grace Church. Did you know that every Sunday there are some 

20 different people involved serving in our worship service? Pre-Covid, our involvement of those who regularly attended 

Grace was something like 80%. Let me say this graciously. If you know Jesus and you don’t want to partner with us in 

reaching this community, this probably isn’t the church for you.  

  A church without evangelism becomes a church that strays from the Bible, because the Bible clearly teaches to 

evangelize people with the gospel. If you attend many churches, you’ll find that they focus on caring for the poor or 

homeless, social justice, environmentalism, etc. The Bible does address those concerns and they’re important. In fact, 

when someone comes to Christ, they’re concerned about the hurting like the poor or injustice. Our focus though must 

first be the gospel. When we get the gospel right, we’ll get the other stuff right.  

  A church without evangelism becomes a church without prayer, because churches that truly pray are concerned for 

the lost in their communities. One of the greatest losses in the contemporary church is a lack of prayer. We struggle with 

this at Grace. Let’s grow here. We’ve put our prayer meeting in hiatus for the summer and will re-start it this fall.  

  Can’t most of us come out to pray at least once a month together? I hope you’re praying for the lost God has brought 

into your life like that neighbor or co-worker. I can’t help but wonder what God might do for us if each of us were 

committed to praying for the lost God has brought into our lives.  

  Rainer ends with this, A church without evangelism will soon close its doors…and that’s probably best. Then he adds, 

“Because that church stopped being a church long ago when it decided to no longer be obedient to the Great 



Commission of Jesus Christ.” You’ll find that the most miserable churches and most miserable Christians are places 

where there is pettiness and infighting because they aren’t committed to reaching the lost.  

   

2. Eternally home bound Christians have a faith story to share. The best gospel story is your story. After meeting 

Jesus the woman at the well in John 4 shared her story. “Many Samaritans from that town believed in [Jesus] because 

of the woman's testimony” (John 4:39). Read the New Testament for yourself. It’s not complex. Those who led others to 

Christ were those who continually shared their own story of how they came to Christ.  

  Do you want a doctor who has only read books and watched YouTube videos? Or do you want a doctor who has 

actually practiced medicine? The most powerful gospel story is your story of how you came to Christ.  

  Skeptics may resist religious teaching, but no one can deny the value of your personal experience. Sharing your story is 

often the key to reaching someone with the gospel. It doesn’t have to be scary or difficult. We don’t have to stand up in 

our shopping cart in the middle of the grocery store and start preaching. It’s simply being intentional with sharing the 

goodness of God with those places that God leads us.   

  Some people may travel all the way across the world because they want all people groups to hear the gospel, but you 

don’t have to travel to another country to share Jesus. Look at the people around you. Have you ever told your family or 

friends about the marvelous deeds of God? If not, this can be the perfect opportunity to share your faith. You never know 

the difference you may make, not only in someone’s life but in their eternity. 

  So what’s your story? It’s how you came to Christ. Be careful that you don’t add things like warm feelings so that those 

who come to Christ who don’t experience that wonder if they truly came to Christ. The Bible continually reminds us that 

we are to live by faith, not feelings.  

  What is evangelism? Evangelism is simply the sharing of an eternal destiny altering message. The word evangelism 

comes from the Greek word for gospel. Its core meaning is “good news from God.” Evangelism is sharing the gospel or 

the good news of how God has provided a way of deliverance for people trapped in sin. The crux of the gospel is that 

Jesus Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3). Yet, this saving message doesn't end with the Cross because on the third day 

He rose from the grave. 

  When there is a faith story, there is a life-change. Imagine for a moment American prisoners of war held behind 

barbed wire in a camp with little food and filthy conditions near the end of the Second World War. On the outside of the 

fence their captors are free and go about their business as though they don't have a care. Inside the fence the captured 

soldiers are thin, hollow-eyed, unshaven, and dirty. Some die each day.  

  But then somehow a shortwave radio is smuggled into one of the barracks. There is connection with the outside world 

and the progress of the war. One day the captors on the outside of the fence see something very strange. Inside the fence 

the weak, dirty, unshaven Americans are smiling and laughing, and a few who have the strength give a whoop and throw 

tin pans into the air.  

  But what makes this so strange to everyone outside the fence is that nothing has changed. These Americans are still in 

captivity. They still have very little food and water. Many are still sick and dying. What the captors don't know is that 

what these soldiers now have is news. The enemy lines have been broken through. The decisive battle of liberation has 

been fought and the liberating troops are only miles away from the camp. Freedom is imminent. 

  That’s the difference that good news makes. As Christians, we have heard the news that Christ has come into the world, 

that He has fought the decisive battle to defeat Satan and death and sin and hell. The war will soon be over. There’s no 

longer any doubt as to who will win. Christ will win and He will liberate all those who have put their faith in Him. 

  The good news is not just that there is no pain or death or sin or hell. The good news is that the King Himself has come 

and all of His enemies have been defeated. If we trust in what He has done and what He promises, we will escape a death 

sentence and see the glory of our Liberator, and live with Him forever. This news fills us with hope and joy! It frees us 

from self-pity and empowers us to love even our enemies. In this hope-sustained love He helps us persevere until the 

final trumpet of liberation sounds and the prison camp is made into a "new earth" (2 Peter 3:13). 

 

3. Eternally home bound Christians share the gospel like Jesus did. A woman was struggling to get the ketchup out 

of the bottle. As she struggled and pounded on the bottom, the phone rang. She asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer 

it. "It's the pastor, Mommy," the child said. Then she turned to the phone and added, "Mommy can't come to the phone 

right now. She's hitting the bottle."  

  Mark Twain (picture) was right, “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference 

between lightening and the lightening bug.”  

  What was it about the way that Jesus communicated that made Him so convincing and so persuasive? What made Him 

such a master communicator? In John 3, what was it about the way Jesus engaged Nicodemus, a leader of the Pharisees, 

a member of the opposition that convinced Nicodemus to become a Christ-follower? What was it about the way that 



Jesus talked to a woman living in immorality, who’d been divorced five times…what convinced the Samaritan woman to 

believe in Him and realize that He was the Messiah (John 4)?  

  Jesus saw chance encounters as divine appointments. Before Jesus met the woman at the well in Samaria, John 4:4 

says, “And He had to pass through Samaria.” Read through the gospels and you’ll discover that Jesus did not have 

chance encounters…and neither do we. Let me encourage you to begin your day with, “Lord, open doors for me to build 

gospel bridges today and help me to be aware of them and your leading in my life.” 

  Jesus asked questions. Throughout His ministry Jesus asked tough questions as a means of communicating truth. He 

asked probing questions that forced people to think. He asked rhetorical questions that made the answers stand out with 

clarity. He asked confrontational questions that forced people to get off the fence and make a decision.  

  During His dialogue with Nicodemus Jesus sensed that the Pharisee was avoiding crucial truths. Nicodemus needed 

tough questioning to penetrate his thick armor of denial, so Jesus asked him challenging questions.  

  Jesus used a method of teaching called the Socratic Method. In the Socratic Method the teacher does not dispense 

information but instead asks questions that stimulate the student to think and search to find the truth. The Socratic 

Method should be called the Jesus Method, for though Socrates used that method earlier than Jesus, no one ever used it 

more effectively than Jesus. Jesus used questions to expose false assumptions, to penetrate denial, to illuminate new 

ideas and to stimulate thought. In John’s Gospel alone we find 161 recorded questions of Jesus.  

  Jesus used every occasion as an opportunity to communicate His message. When Jesus sat down at Jacob's Well, He 

was hot, tired and thirsty. Who would have blamed Him for just resting in the shade? But when Jesus saw the Samaritan 

woman approaching with her waterpot, His mind and heart were instantly engaged: Here was a woman who was soul 

weary and hurting, He thought: “How can I help her? How can I reach her? What can I say to her that will meet her 

need?” Jesus didn’t let an opportunity pass Him by no matter how tired He might have been or inconvenient it was. 

  Jesus used normal life situations to communicate the gospel. Jesus didn't carry around a lectern or have a PowerPoint 

presentation. All He had was His voice and a well with some water at the bottom and that was enough. 

  The woman at the well was there for water so Jesus used the water to open the conversation. He asked her for a drink. 

He asked her for a favor, placing Himself in her debt. That’s an excellent way to connect with other people. Something 

powerful  happens when you ask someone, "Would you please do me a favor?" 

  Jesus and this Samaritan woman had a cultural barrier of that era. A Jewish man was to have nothing to do with a 

Samaritan woman. By asking her for water to drink, Jesus showed that He had no prejudice and erased that barrier. He 

placed Himself on her level. Before the conversation was over, the tables were turned, and the woman was asking Jesus 

for water! 

  Jesus really listened. When Jesus talked He had dialogues, not monologues. When people spoke, He listened. People 

tend to listen when they feel listened to. They seek to understand when they feel understood. Jesus was a master at 

making people feel listened to, understood and affirmed. He was a great communicator because first He was a great 

listener. 

  Jesus was never in a rush. Jesus was never in a hurry when talking with people. Nicodemus came to Him late at night 

and might have even interrupted Jesus' sleep, but Jesus still had time to talk with him. The Samaritan woman approached 

Jesus when He was hot, tired and hungry after a long journey. It wasn’t a good time. But Jesus simply turned his 

exhaustion and thirst into a conversation starter by asking the woman for a drink.  

  Jesus never forced the gospel on His listeners. He was instead a communicator. Every Christian needs to learn how to 

effectively communicate the gospel. A lost world is counting on us. How will they ever hear the good news of God’s 

love if you and I are not good communicators?  

  

4. Eternally home bound Christians know the essentials of the gospel. It doesn’t really matter what church someone 

attends. Only one thing is essential: What are they trusting to get them into heaven?  

  There are two questions you’ll find very helpful: First, Have you come to the place in your life where you know that if 

you died, you would go to heaven? Second, If you were to stand before God and He were to ask you, “Why should I let 

you into my heaven?” what would you say? 

  Those two questions get right to the heart of “What are you trusting in for eternal life?” There’s not another more 

important question in the world to be clear on! If you place your hope of eternal life in something, only to find when you 

stand before God it won’t get you into heaven, you’re doomed!  

  Obviously, getting into heaven isn’t just a matter of having the right answer. It requires new life, a spiritual resurrection 

from the dead. The Bible is clear that it requires trusting God to forgive your sins, so you are truly reconciled to Him. 

But for that to happen, you must be clear on the biblical truth of how that happens. What are the essential truths of the 

gospel? Five truths:  



  God: Our story begins with a loving Father Who created everything we see, even you and me. He created us to have a 

relationship with Him and to live forever with Him. He is a holy Father that sees all things, even what is in our hearts. 

(Genesis 1:27) 

  Sin: When sin came into the world it created a gap that separated us from a perfect, holy God. No longer were we able 

to come in the presence of God. Because God can see everything, He sees every sin in our lives. The Bible tells us that 

the cost of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) So, we were separated from our Father and destined to die, physically, spiritually 

and eternally.  

  Jesus: But God’s love for us was so much that He could not just let us die. He sacrificed His most beloved treasure, His 

Son, Jesus to die for us instead. Jesus, the Son of God, became a man so that He could suffer and die and pay the price 

we owed and were supposed to pay. After three days, He rose from the dead, defeated sin and death and is now sitting 

right next to The Father. Jesus is the bridge that we need to cross to go to our Father. (Romans 5:8) 

  The Gift: The blood of Jesus that was spilled on the cross is the one that washes away our sins. That’s a gift to us. That 

gift makes us clean, makes us righteous, forgiven and allows us to be able to have a close relationship with our Father 

and access everything that He has for us. This is the gift of salvation. It is up to us if we accept this gift or not. 

(Ephesians 2:8) 

  Believe: Nobody is forced to accept God’s gift. If you want it, you need to ask for it; you need to speak it with your 

mouth and you’ve got to believe it in your heart. Once you do that, you’ll be saved and a new you will be born inside of 

you. The Spirit of God will come live on the inside of you and will help you with everything you need. Never again will 

you be alone. Jesus will be with you wherever you go. (Romans 10:9-10) 

  Because many don’t know how to pray, I often ask if I can lead them in a short prayer and encourage them to repeat 

after me. I point out that it’s not the prayer that saves them, it’s the heart belief. The prayer goes something like this: 

Dear Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins and rose from 

the dead. I turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as my Lord 

and Savior. In Jesus Name. Amen.  

  I ask them after we pray if they meant that prayer, and if they did, at that moment, I believe they are born-again. It truly 

is that simple. As Romans 10:9-10 says, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you 

are saved.” 

 

Conclusion: Everyone you and I meet is going to spend eternity somewhere. Don’t you want to take as many Home with 

you to heaven as possible? I sure do! If you’re a Christ-follower, then you know where you’re going. My friend, please 

don’t go to heaven alone. Let’s share with others how they can go Home to heaven, too. That’s our DNA, Sharing 

God’s “Please Come Home” Message.  

  In January of 2000 leaders in Charlotte, North Carolina, invited their favorite son, Dr. Billy Graham (picture), to a 

luncheon in his honor. Billy initially hesitated to accept the invitation because he struggled with Parkinson's disease. But 

the Charlotte leaders said, "We don't expect a major address. Just come and let us honor you." So he agreed. After 

wonderful things were said about him, Dr. Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the crowd, and said, "I'm reminded 

today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who this month has been honored by Time magazine as the Man of the 

Century. Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down the aisle, punching the 

tickets of every passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He couldn't find his ticket, so 

he reached in his trouser pockets. It wasn't there, so he looked in his briefcase but couldn't find it. Then he looked in the 

seat beside him. He still couldn't find it.  

  The conductor said, "Dr.  Einstein, I know who you are. We all know who you are. I'm sure you bought a ticket. Don't 

worry about it." Dr. Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was 

ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under 

his seat for his ticket. The conductor rushed back and said, "Dr.  Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry, I know who you are. 

No problem. You don't need a ticket. I'm sure you bought one." Einstein looked at him and said, "Young man, I too, 

know who I am. What I don't know is where I'm going.'"  

  Having said that Billy Graham continued, "See the suit I'm wearing? It's a brand new suit. My wife, my children, and 

my grandchildren are telling me I've gotten a little slovenly in my old age. I used to be a bit more fastidious.  So I went 

out and bought a new suit for this luncheon and one more occasion. You know what that occasion is? This is the suit in 

which I'll be buried. But when you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to immediately remember the suit I'm wearing. I want 

you to remember this: I not only know who I am…I also know where I'm going."  



  Billy Graham invested his life in telling others how they could go Home. I wonder how many will be in heaven because 

of Billy Graham. I wonder how many will be in heaven because of you and me. That’s our DNA! 

 

   

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


