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There are two kinds of restaurants—those that embrace children and those that tolerate children. You know this reality if 

you’re a parent, especially if you have multiple small children.  

  When our children were young Jane and I vacationed in a university community. It was apparent that it was not a 

children embracing community. We weren’t treated rudely, but it was obvious that our children were merely being 

tolerated. I understand the tension. Serving children can be difficult. It’s why we pay money to have someone else step in 

from time to time.  

  Jane and I didn’t get angry but we never went back. We didn’t want to be at a place where our kids were a burden. 

When we discovered a spot or a restaurant that embraced children, we’d return again and again.  

  There are two kinds of churches—those that embrace children and those that tolerate children. Most churches are not 

rude towards kids. I’ve never seen a church sign stating “No Kids Allowed.” However, the families /visiting our church 

will know whether we embrace their kids or not. The churches that welcome children have a higher likelihood of 

families returning—not just once but often! 

  As we continue our DNA series, this morning we want to talk about, Jesus loved children and so should we. Please 

turn to Mark 10:13-16 (p. 846):  “And they were bringing children to Him that He might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 

like a child shall not enter it.” And He took them in his arms and blessed them, laying His hands on them.”  

  Mark 10 shows a great cultural elevation of children by the Lord Jesus. Jesus elevates children as people, and elevates 

their faith, and as a result elevates ours. The account opens with, “People were bringing little children to Jesus to have 

Him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.” 

  What the passage actually says and what we picture taking place are two different things. Mark uses the word “people” 

not “parents” when referring to those who got involved. Most of us when we read this passage picture parents, but it’s 

not what Mark wrote and it’s very important.  

  Concern for children is not just for parents or for immediate family. It’s for everyone. As best as we can tell, they were 

bringing young children, many of whom were babies (that’s how Luke describes them in his parallel account, 18:15), to 

Jesus for His blessing.  

  But then it all stopped with a screech. Outside the house the disciples were sending them away with a rebuke! Why? 

They were trying to protect Jesus. They knew that He was under pressure. To them, this matter of blessing children was 

one more drain. Besides, it was just children. They were of little importance. They could not enter debate or contribute to 

the cause, even if they did understand about Jesus.  

  So the disciples stopped the kid parade. Those who were stubborn received a rebuke, perhaps along the lines of: "The 

Master is a busy man. Now, be on your way— and take your stroller…and your brat!”  

  Verse 14 indicates that Jesus saw what was happening and "He was indignant." The word translated "indignant' occurs 

only here in the New Testament. It’s a combination of two words "much" and "to grieve." Literally, Jesus was “very 

grieved.” Have you ever noticed that the things that grieve us or make us indignant, reveal a lot about our worldview? 

What Jesus said and did here tells us volumes about Him and what our view of children should be.  

 

1. Jesus demonstrates the importance of children. Jesus was angry. His words have a clipped, staccato ring to them: 

"Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these'" (v. 14). 

What should we draw from these passionate words? 

  a) Jesus loves children. Jesus, after all, had been a child Himself. Jesus never thought to Himself, "They think I'm a 

child, but I'm really not. I'm the Creator of all!" He was a real baby, child, teenager, man (and perhaps surrogate father, 

in that when Joseph died He, as head of the house, undoubtedly raised His brothers and sisters).  

  In the 2nd century, the early church father, Irenaeus, (picture) said of Jesus, “He came to save all by means of 

Himself…who through Him are born again unto God, infants and children, and boys and youth. He therefore passed 

through every age becoming an infant for infants…a child for children…a youth for youths.”  

  We see Christ's love for children as He celebrates the delight of a mother on giving birth (John 16:21), the gentle love 

of a father who cuddles his children (Luke 11:7), and parental love which listens to a child's every request (Matt. 7:9). 

Many of His miracles involved children: the nobleman's son (John 4:46-54), the demonized "only son" of the man after 

the Transfiguration (Mark 9:14-29), Jairus' daughter to whom Christ tenderly said, "Little lamb, arise!" (5:41). Jesus 

truly, as man and God, loved children!  



  Pastor and author, George MacDonald, (picture) said that he doubted a person’s Christianity if children were never 

found playing around their door. Since Jesus was a lover of children, and since His Spirit dwells in us, we are very near 

the heart of Christ when we love children. 

  b) Jesus affirms and respects the personhood and spirituality of children. In saying, "for the kingdom of God belongs 

to such as these," Jesus affirms their full spirituality. They’re the hearts He takes to Himself! Please note that Jesus 

affirms and proclaims the spiritual capacity of children. This is a text relevant to child evangelism and our upcoming 

VBS. Children can authentically come to Christ early on! 

  A barefoot kindergartner made her way across the brown, sun-dried lawns of an apartment complex, the kind built after 

World War II to house servicemen and their families. As she hurried along, the breeze parted her too-long bangs, 

revealing large, bright eyes made even bluer with anticipation. A woman had promised that every child who memorized 

the special Bible verses would receive a little book which told a story even though it contained no words. If she won the 

book, she would have a story she could truly read! Sitting quietly with her friends she was transfixed. Before her were 

the treasured books, each with a brown leather cover that neatly snapped shut, and inside four colored, felt pages —

black, red, white, and gold. She was sure she knew the verses that went with each page because she had demanded that 

her older sisters read the verses over and over and over. At last her time came and her memory did not fail! Black, 

Romans 3:23; red, John 3:16; white, Isaiah 1:18; gold, John 14:2, 3.  

  She could hardly believe it as she held her tiny treasure and opened the pages as they sang in unison: "Once my heart 

was black with sin, until the Savior came in. His precious blood I know, has washed it whiter than snow. And in this 

world I'm told, I'll walk the streets of gold. O wonderful, wonderful day! He washed my sins away."  

  And on that wonderful day Christian author and pastor’s wife, Barbara Hughes (picture), became personally 

acquainted with Jesus Christ. That experience saw her through an uncertain childhood with an alcoholic father, later 

blossoming into a deep commitment to Christ as a sophomore in high school. Jesus teaches and experience confirms that 

a young child can consciously come to Christ.  

  Surveys tell us that if a person does not accept Christ as Savior before the age of 14, the likelihood of ever doing so 

drops significantly. They also reveal that those from ages 5 to 13 have a 32% probability of accepting Christ as their 

Savior. The older a person gets without becoming a Christian, the less likely they’re to ever do so. 83% of those who 

come to Christ do so before the age of 18. What a call for parents, grandparents, children’s ministry workers to be 

diligent! While we must never resort to extracting bogus conversions from children, we must cultivate their spiritual 

awareness and sensitivity— and above all, pray fervently and in detail for them.  

  D. L. Moody (picture) once returned from a meeting and reported two and a half conversions. "Two adults and a child, 

I suppose?" asked his host. "No," said Moody, "two children and an adult. The children gave their whole lives. The adult 

had only half of his left to give." 

  Jesus’ words grab our attention, "do not hinder them." We need children’s workers who will humbly and willingly 

minister to children and seek to bring them to Christ! 

 

2. What’s the purpose of our children’s ministries at Grace? Our world is increasingly becoming like the pre-

Christian era and anti-child. As Devin Sena (picture) of the Human Defense Initiative recently said, “If Planned 

Parenthood was selling body parts of aborted puppies, they would have been shut down decades ago.” Our culture 

doesn’t value children.  

  Why do we do what we do? Let me work through briefly the various young people’s ministries we have at Grace.  

  a)Why do we have a nursery? God’s Word  teaches us that children are a special gift from God. We must treat every 

child as God's special creation. Our nursery ministry is to serve parents and their small child/children while they worship 

and study God's Word with the Grace Family.  

  Most of us know that it’s hard to focus when a crying baby is nearby. Did you know that a laughing, cute child can be 

even more of a distraction? Be honest. What would you rather pay attention to a man preaching or a cute kid cutting up? 

We don’t want anything to distract from God’s Word and the Spirit’s ministry. 

  The purpose of our nursery is to provide a physically, emotionally, and spiritually safe place for children. A place 

where we have opportunity to model and share God and His love. It’s one of the most important ministries that we have 

at Grace.  

  More than ever before young parents tend to be nervous and overprotective. That’s why it’s critical that we take this 

ministry seriously and that we’re very committed to it. Parents need to know that their child is being cared for by a 

friendly, loving, competent nursery worker. They’re entrusting their most valuable treasure in our hands. Most parents 

like people who like their children. Our nursery is vital.  

  b) Why do we have Grace Kids? Because Jesus commanded us to “go and make disciples” (Mt. 28:19). There aren’t 

many adults who enjoy watching Sesame Street, but small kids love it. Just as adults are bored with a children’s class, 



children are bored with an adult class. We know that physical diets must be age appropriate. The same is true with 

spiritual diets.  

  And we have so little time to teach our children biblical truth. The typical child is in a public school classroom 30 hours 

a week. Studies show that the average child watches some 40 hours of television each week. The 2 to 3 hours of 

instruction children receive at church is a drop in the bucket in a sea of secularism and an often anti-Christian messages.  

  Sadly, many Christian parents are more committed to making sure that their child is there for little league practice or 

whatever sport they are in, than they are to getting them to church and children’s ministries.  

  How I appreciate the leaders and workers we have at Grace. Becca Mueller, Keenan Mueller and Amy Brinks 

(pictures) are spiritual heroes in our church. Where, other than your home, are children going to be taught biblical truth? 

Grace Kids supports and backs up what you’re seeking to teach and model in your home.  

  I hope you use Sunday afternoons to discuss what they learned on Sunday. It gives you a chance to reinforce what 

we’re teaching and visa-versa. These ministries are designed to help fulfill our God-given role in discipleship.  

  c) Why do we have midweek ministries? Why do we have Amped? Why is Foundation vital? Though we teach biblical 

truth in these ministries and they’ll help your child grow spiritually, our primary focus is outreach. 

  Less than 40% of the young people in our community attend a church of any kind. Think of your neighbors or your 

kid’s friends, how many of them regularly attend church? Now many will say they have a church, but they attend 

sporadically at best. Many only attend at Christmas or Easter.  

  And what a wonderful opportunity we have! Most of your child’s friends are willing to come with them to a midweek 

ministry. It helps you open those doors to share the Gospel.  

  Our motto with our midweek ministries is “Every child is a door to a family and every family is a gateway to a 

community.” When we reach a child, we have an opportunity to reach their family. When we reach their family, we have 

an opportunity to reach their friends and family, a network of unsaved folk that we might not have ever had contact with. 

If they come to Christ, we have the opportunity to disciple them as part of our church. We fulfill God’s plan for the local 

church to reach and make new Christ-followers. 

  Our midweek ministries are important for your child and teen, but they’re also critical for your lost friends, family and 

neighbors.  

 

3. What are some common excuses used for not being involved in children’s ministries? Did you know that most 

flat tires somehow occur either Monday mornings or Friday afternoons? Why these particular times? Are they real flat 

tires or unverified reports of flat tires? Well, Monday morning is when most people don’t want to go in and Friday 

afternoons are when most people want to cut out of work early. Let’s look at some of the common excuses for not 

serving the Lord in children ministries. 

  a) It’s not my gift. Scripture never lists out a children’s ministry gift, but it does give one that fits. Galatians 5:22-23 

says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no law.” Amazingly those are the same qualities you need if you’re going to work 

with young people. If you’re born-again. you have the fruit of the Spirit in your life. You have all the gifts that you need 

for being involved in ministering to young people.  

  b) I’m too busy. It’s not a time problem; it’s a priority problem. We have time for what’s important to us. Most of us 

have time for TV, surfing the Internet or our other hobbies. I remember a teenager saying once, “It always seems when 

my parents get busy, church ministries are the first thing kicked off the schedule.” Ouch!  

  c) I’ve done my time in the past. That statement is often an indication of a self-centered life. Many are involved in 

children’s ministries…when their kids are that age. Once their children have moved past that age or get older, they 

“retire.” Yet, what a loss to both themselves and God’s work. Just when God has trained them and gifted them, they 

sideline themselves. The thinking is that “it’s someone else’s turn” and it’s very selfish thinking.  

  The kissing cousin to this sinful attitude are those who are uninvolved because they work all week and Sunday and 

weeknights are “their” time. As Christians, life is not about us. It’s about glorifying God and serving Him. We are not 

our own! 

  d) I wouldn’t know what to do. What a great way to grow, to learn something new. Do you know the best way to get 

old quickly? Stop learning and stop growing.  

 

4. What are some rewards of being involved in ministering to young people? Jesus said, “Seek first His kingdom and 

His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Mt. 6:33).  

  a) You’ll grow spiritually. Those who begin working with young people will often share how they’ve grown in their 

own spiritual walk by being involved. Working with young people will make you more dependent on the Lord. It will 

cultivate spiritual fruit in your life encouraging you to dig into God’s Word for yourself.  



  b) You’re investing in God’s kingdom. If children were important to Jesus, then He’ll reward those who have His 

priorities. The Bible warns us about God’s judgment on those who harm children. When we love and value what Jesus 

loves, it pleases our Lord.  

  c) It will help keep you young and help you have perspective. Do you want to grow old faster? Hang out with other old 

people.  

  One of our dear saints from the past was Vivian Leischer. Vivian loved to work with young people. Even in her elderly 

years she was a bundle of energy. One of the church children would call her “the go fast lady.”  

  d) You are going toe to toe with your sin nature. In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul wrote, “I do not run like a man running 

aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave” (vss. 26-27).  

  All of us fight our sinful flesh. Working with young people helps us in this fight. It helps us to stop only thinking about 

ourselves and to fight our tendency to be selfish. The number one spiritual enemy each of us has is ourselves. Working 

with young people helps us fight this needed battle.  

 

5. What’s the price of being committed to children’s ministry?  

  Embracing children means understanding that messy is healthy. Children do not learn to eat cleanly. They turn dining 

room tables into abstract impressionist works. More food ends up in the hair than in the mouth. You’ll need a hazmat suit 

to serve spaghetti.  

  Children learning to take in God’s Word, worship, and love Jesus are just as messy. The dirt line on church walls about 

two feet high is there because little hands are dragging as kids walk the halls. Messy is healthy. 

  Embracing children means valuing noise over perfection. Children make noises in worship. Children make noises in 

classes. Children make noises in the parking lot. They cry. They laugh loud. They scream and yell. Some 

churches tolerate the noise. Other churches value the noise.  

  Embracing children means protection at all costs. Child security is a discipleship issue. If you believe in the Great 

Commission, you’ll create robust security measures for children. Jesus says, “I am with you always.” A low-security 

church teaches children, “I am with you sometimes.” 

  Embracing children means consistent promotion in multiple venues. Check our webpage. What’s in there about 

children? Check your social media feeds, email newsletters, and worship service announcements. If kids are not there, 

then you’re not embracing children. 

  Embracing children means investing in children’s ministry. A church that embraces children will invest in the 

ministries supporting children. A church that tolerates children will give the monetary leftovers to them. If it’s easier to 

cut your children’s budget than your technology budget, then you likely are not embracing children in your church. 

  Embracing children means understanding church at their level. Helping parents create God-centered homes, not 

child-centered homes, is one of the core elements of family discipleship. When you understand church at a child’s level, 

you are better positioned to guide the child towards Christ. 

  Churches that welcome and embrace children are like Jesus. Children are a blessing, so churches must make them a 

priority. We must be a church that embraces children, not just tolerates them. 

 

Conclusion: Some of you sitting here this morning first cut your teeth with a love for Jesus and the gospel in a 

children’s ministry. Our world is not getting better. This is not the time to cut back on Bible teaching or discipleship. If 

anything, it’s a time to shore up and add more.  

  Kids do not naturally eat what’s good for them or what’s nutritious. That’s even more true spiritually. Be the parent! 

Increase their options of spiritual success. Think of your grandchildren.  

  Is there a guarantee? No. Yet, if you fail to have your children under the teaching of God’s Word, I can almost 

guarantee that your children won’t love Jesus and will virtually be pagans…and it will break your heart. 

  Over the years I’ve seen far too many heartbroken parents. Their children and often grandchildren want nothing to do 

with Jesus and are headed to a Christless eternity. Be wise. Teach your children to love Jesus and to have the right 

priorities. Then, have what you teach in your home supported by godly teachers and leaders here at Grace. Focus on 

what’s going to count! 

  If you don’t send your children to programs where they’ll learn about Jesus and what it means to be a Christian, they 

may be successful as far as this world is concerned, yet spiritual success is the only thing that ultimately matters.  

  You and I are here today because someone invested in us. Often we shake our heads when we hear of the horrible 

things some young people are doing. We’re appalled by teen pregnancy, gang violence, drug abuse. Many young people 

are wrecking their lives simply because too many adults, too many Christian adults, don’t want to get involved. 

Ministering to young people is one of the greatest needs in the church.   



  Let’s get on the front lines. May Jesus’ words echo in our hearts, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of 

God like a little child will never enter it.”  

  We have many wonderful young people ministry opportunities. Can we sign you up? Let’s love what Jesus loves! 

Please pray for our children’s ministries. Begin this week by praying for our VBS. Make sure your kids and your 

grandchildren attend. God’s plan is the local church. It’s the greenhouse that He uses to cultivate His truth in their souls.  

 

   


