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Symbols are a part of our life though we’re often unaware of them. Without thinking, we know what these road signs 

mean: Stop Sign (picture); Crosswalk (picture). Even Americans know this is a Kangaroo Crossing (picture). We 

recognize the Red Cross symbol (picture), the Peace Symbol (picture), and the Star of David (picture).   

  Yesterday, I had the privilege of officiating as Sam and Lissy Morsy (picture) renewed their vows for their 25th 

Anniversary. Anyone familiar with weddings knows that the lighting of the unity candle is symbolic of two lives 

becoming one in marriage.  

  As we read the New Testament, we find that the Lord Jesus has given the local church two ordinances that have 

powerful symbols – the Lord’s Supper and  baptism. Study the pages of the New Testament and you’ll find the early 

church had these same two continual practices: Baptism and Lord's Supper.  

  As citizens of the United States, our authoritative source of information is The Constitution. As citizens of Heaven, our 

authoritative source for information is God’s Word. What we  believe and teach here at Grace are not traditions, church 

dogma or our opinions. The Bible is our authority. Study Scripture for yourself. If you can’t find what we teach there, 

discard it because it's opinion. 

  As we continue our DNA series we want to work through this vital symbol given to us by God – Baptism is the 

Christ-follower’s symbol of new life.  

  At the birth of the Church on the Day of Pentecost, we find this record of those who first trusted the gospel in response 

to Peter’s sermon, “So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 

souls” (Acts 2:41). If you’re taking notes. 

 

1.Baptism is a symbol of new life in Christ. Romans 6:3-4, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” In the full 

context of the book of Romans it’d be an error to suggest that water-baptism is the means of our salvation or our being 

united to Christ. The book of Romans is clear that faith is the means by which we’re justified and united to Christ. We 

show this faith—we say this faith, signify this faith and symbolize this faith—with the act of baptism. Faith unites us to 

Christ; baptism symbolizes that union. 

  An analogy would be saying, “With this ring I thee wed.” When we say that we don’t mean that a ring makes us 

married. The ring only symbolizes the marital covenant, but the covenant-making vows make the marriage. That’s the 

way it is with faith and baptism.  

  The imagery of baptism is death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus died, was buried and resurrected. In baptism we’re 

demonstrating that by faith we’ve already been united with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. It symbolizes 

what happened spiritually when you received Christ. Your old self of sin and unbelief died. The new you of faith and 

submission to Christ came into being. It’s what you’re testifying to when you’re baptized. 

 

2. Baptism doesn’t save you. Some believe that salvation occurs, not when we commit our lives to Christ but when 

we’re baptized. It’s known as “baptismal regeneration.”  

  When I was an assistant pastor in Danville, IL, the church across town believed that you had to be baptized to go to 

heaven. True story – there was a man preparing to be baptized in that church and as he was getting ready to enter the 

baptistry, he had a heart attack and died. His family asked the pastor where their loved one was, particularly since he’d 

been unable to be baptized. And the pastor said, “he’s in hell. He wasn’t baptized.”  

  We are unapologetically pro-life at Grace. We believe though that God in His grace takes aborted babies to heaven. 

There are denominations like the Catholics and Wisconsin Synod Lutherans who though pro-life also believe aborted 

babies go to hell because they’re not baptized. 

  The theme throughout the New Testament is clear. It’s faith in Christ alone which saves. Romans 10:9, “If you confess 

with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Titus 3:5, “He saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  

  We’re not minimizing baptism. The Lord Jesus instituted this important ordinance (Matt. 28:19). Baptismal 

regeneration though undermines the sufficiency of Christ’s death. It undermines Christ’s death by suggesting the the 

cross is not enough by adding “our” work of baptism.  



  If someone believes you must be baptized to go to heaven, then the dying thief that Jesus told He’d meet Him in heaven 

is in hell. Instead of stating what Christ has done, salvation is linked to what “we” did (got baptized). If baptism saves, 

let’s just grab people and dunk them. 

  Sprinkling and baby baptism aren’t in the Bible. I attended the funeral of a Lutheran pastor some years ago. At the 

funeral service it was stated that he was born into eternal life when he was baptized as a baby. If you can be baptized as a 

baby and go to heaven, why did Jesus have to die on the cross?  

  Oswald J. Smith (picture) was the pastor of the famous People's Church in Toronto He shared of how he conducted the 

funeral of a woman who belonged to his church. The Sunday night after her funeral, at the close of the service, a man 

and his wife came to his study. This man was very angry and asked Dr. Smith, "Have you ever read the prayer book?" 

"Not right through," replied Dr. Smith, "why do you ask?" The man then said, "Because if you had read the Prayer Book, 

you never would have said what you did at the funeral of my sister." Dr. Smith said, "I don't understand. What was it I 

said?" In a burst of anger, this man screamed out, "You said my sister accepted Christ as her Savior two weeks ago."  

  "Well, what about it? Aren't you glad she did?" The man then said, "That's why I asked you if you had read the Prayer 

Book? The Prayer Book distinctly says that we are saved when we are baptized as infants. Your statement that my sister 

was saved two weeks ago contradicts the Prayer Book and makes out that she was never saved when she was baptized." 

Dr. Smith said, "I was told by her father in-law that he had led your sister to Christ on her death-bed." The man then 

went into a rage, "She was saved as an infant!! The Prayer Book proves it!!" But as good as the Prayer Book, or a 

Catechism might be, they’re not God’s Word. They’re all written by man. We hold to "Sola Scripture!" The Bible is our 

Final Authority! 

  The New Testament teaches immersion is the biblical way to baptize. The Bible never teaches sprinkling. Greek 

scholars agree that the word baptizo in our New Testament means to immerse, to dip, to plunge. All Greek scholars 

admit this, even those who practice sprinkling. Koine Greek which the New Testament was written in is one of the most 

precise languages of all time. As we have a distinct word for immerse and a distinct word for sprinkle, so did they. The 

word in the original can only be honestly translated "immerse."  

  Because of this the Greek Orthodox Church still immerses infants. Why? Immerse is what the word means. Even 

though they misinterpret the purpose of baptism, they know what the word means. Yet, if the meaning of the word 

"baptize" isn't clear enough, the context in the passages where we find the word, vividly convey its meaning. 

  Baptism requires a lot of water, John 3:23, “John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful 

there.” Baptism requires going into and coming up out of water, Acts 8:34-38:  “And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 

whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, 

and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they 

came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he 

commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.” 

  Baptism is a picture of a burial and resurrection. Romans 6:4 “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

When someone dies you don’t sprinkle a handful of dirt over the casket. You use lots of dirt. They’re immersed in dirt. 

That’s the way it is with baptism. Baptism is a picture of the believer's identification with the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus. That’s why it takes lots of water.  

  Sprinkling, by its lack of symbolism, is a denial of one of the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith - the 

Resurrection! I'm not only saved by His death; I’m saved by His life!  

  Anglican Bishop J.C. Ryle (picture) points out baptism loses all its significance if we do not see these three acts: death 

is down—immersion; burial is under—submersion; resurrection is out of—emergence. One can’t go to Scripture and 

find any other method than immersion.  

  Even the founders of mainline denominations taught this though they practiced sprinkling. Martin Luther (picture): 

"Baptizo is a Greek word and may be translated immerse. I would have those who are to be baptized to be altogether 

immersed." John Wesley (picture): "Buried with him in baptism, alluding to the ancient manner of baptism of 

immersion." John Calvin (picture): "The word baptism signifies immersion. It is certain that immersion was the practice 

of the early church." Immersion is the method of the New Testament. We have to deny Scripture to come to any other 

method! 

 

3. Baptism is a first step of Christian obedience and the beginning of local church membership. Because of some of 

the scandals in the Church, it’s become trendy to say that “I love Jesus but not the church.” But the church is made up of 

redeemed sinners. Just as you can’t be part of a family without getting hurt, you can’t be part of a church without getting 

hurt. 



  Read the New Testament. It’s impossible to love Jesus and not love His church. I’m not talking about loving an 

organizational structure or programs, but the church for who she is as God’s people and the Bride of Christ. The local 

church is God’s plan for this age. To say you love Jesus and don’t love the church is like telling someone “I love you but 

I can’t stand your wife.” 

  Would you be thankful for a church where there was division? Where there was incestuous immorality? Where 

members sue each other? That was the Corinthian church. The Apostle Paul knows all that and worse, yet he writes, 

“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 

1:4).  

  The New Testament presupposes that you’re going to be part of a physical body of believers, a local church. The 

building could be demolished overnight and that church would still exist, however, that local church still meets in time 

and space. That local church has a designated structure made up of pastors, deacons, church members for the edification 

of the whole person until the we reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16). 

  The Lord Jesus has designed baptism as the means by which His followers publicly profess their faith in Him. A church 

can’t affirm the profession of someone who hasn’t yet made that profession. Baptism is how you publicly identify 

yourself with Jesus and with His people (Acts 2:38-41). It’s how you visibly signify you’re united to Christ in His death, 

burial, and resurrection. It’s how you’re identified before the church and the world as one who belongs to the Triune God 

(Matt. 28:19). Baptism is where your faith goes public. It’s how you nail your colors to the mast as Jesus’s disciple. 

  Some churches separate baptism from membership. I don’t think you can do that biblically. When you’re baptized 

you’re a member of that church.  

  Personally, I believe it’s wrong to officiate the wedding for a couple without pre-marital counseling. They need to know 

what they’re getting into. At Grace we require a new members’ class before baptism. We want you to know what you’re 

getting into. We want to be transparent about who we are. We want you to understand the privileges and responsibilities 

you have as part of Grace Church. We take church spiritual family seriously.  

  Baptism is a bit like wearing the team jersey when you join the team. Jonathan Leeman (picture) shares a great 

analogy.   

  Player: “Hey coach, the team owner just hired me. I’m ready to play.” 

  Coach: “Great, let’s get your jersey on and get you on the field.” 

  Player: “Wait a second, I’m not comfortable wearing a jersey. I’d prefer to hold off. Maybe I’ll play a few games, and 

then consider wearing the jersey.” 

  Coach: “Well, no, actually, you have to wear a jersey before you can play for us. It’s how everyone knows who you are 

playing for.” 

  Player: “That’s ridiculous. First, I admit the rule book talks about players wearing jerseys, but nowhere does it 

explicitly say that I HAVE to wear a jersey BEFORE the first game…” 

  Coach: “You’re right. The rule book doesn’t actually say wearing a jersey makes you part of the team. Maybe we 

shouldn’t require our team to wear jerseys at all. Some will; some won’t. Nobody will be confused by that.” 

  Player: “Now you’re being sarcastic.” 

  Coach: “Yes, I am. Look the rule book says players must wear jerseys–period. It doesn’t say before or after the first 

game. It just says they have to wear them. The point is, you need them from the start because those jerseys are the very 

thing which tell people whose team you belong to.  

  Player: “Okay, fine. But I have another point.” 

  Coach: “Yes?” 

  Player: “Second, I think you’re being a little legalistic. I mean, I’m a team member! The team owner hired me. I don’t 

need to wear the team jersey to prove I’m on the team.  It’s a done deal. So now I want to go and play, and I think I will 

play best wearing my old gym shorts.” 

  Coach: “True, the owner hired you, and that’s what made you a team member. I’m glad he did. But the owner ALSO 

wrote the rule book which says all the players must wear the uniform. And he gave me the authority to make sure you 

wear it. So jersey up!” 

  Baptism is like a team jersey. To “put it on” is to publicly identify yourself with the Trinity. That’s what Jesus means 

when He speaks of being baptized “into the name” of Father, Son, and Spirit. When you’re baptized, you’re identifying 

with a local church and a local family of believers. You’re saying, “I’m with them!” You’re putting on the team jersey.  

 

4. Baptism is a public testimony of commitment to Christ. John 4:1 says, "The Pharisees heard that Jesus was 

gaining and baptizing more disciples than John." Although Jesus didn't do the actual baptizing (His disciples did), 

thousands flocked to Jesus–some to be healed, some to see a miracle but others went further by committing themselves 

to be Christ's disciples and submitting to a baptism that publicly marked them as His. 



  The last words of Jesus before He ascended into Heaven were "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." The timing of this command by our Lord 

is very significant. Jesus has completed His work of living, dying, and rising from the dead in order to "to purify for 

Himself a people that are His very own" (Titus 2:14). Before He returns to heaven, He gives what’s called the "Great 

Commission" about making "disciples of all the nations." Notice that the first thing Jesus said about those who become 

His disciples – He wants them to be baptized. Baptism is Jesus’ way of openly identifying yourself as a Christ-follower.  

  Being baptized doesn’t make you right with God. Baptism doesn’t wash away sin’s guilt. Rather it’s the grace of God, 

through the work of Christ on the cross that brings you into God's family and favor. Baptism is never equated with faith 

or salvation, yet it’s closely associated with both. It’s a testimony and one of the first steps of obedience after salvation.  

  When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, that day when the Holy Spirit first came upon all who were followers of 

Jesus, Acts 2:41 reports this response by some of Peter's listeners: "Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 

about three thousand were added to their number that day."  

  When Saul who later became known as Paul became a believer in Jesus Christ, "he got up and was baptized" (Acts 

9:18). Later when Paul was in the City of Philippi, a jailer implored him, "What must I do to be saved?" The answer was 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will he saved, you and your household" (Acts 16:30-31). "Immediately," says 

verse 33, "he and all his family were baptized." Baptism is the first public expression of faith by those who confess Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  

  "Baptism," says Erroll Hulse (picture), "is a testimony to the world. Their gaze is not to be discouraged. Our Lord was 

baptized in public. The baptisms at Pentecost were not secret.  Baptism is a testimony to a new life."  

  When Jane took vows of marriage 39 years ago on a warm July day in 1983, she accepted a ring from me and changed 

her last name to mine. Because of her love for me, she wasn’t ashamed to identify herself with me.  

  Christians are part of the Church, which in Ephesians 5 is called the Bride for Christ. Those who confess their love for 

Christ call themselves by His name, Christian. To be baptized is like receiving a wedding ring. It marks you out as one 

who belongs to Jesus Christ. 

  If you love Jesus, why wouldn't you identify yourself with Him in the way that He asks? Why would you be ashamed or 

unwilling to express your love to Him before others in this way?  

  The two reasons most people give for not being baptized is that it’s embarrassing or that they’re scared of water. We’re 

not to be ashamed of Christ and if Jesus’ grace is enough to save you, then it’s more than enough to get you through a 

little water.  

  If Bernice Oliver and Ena Campbell-Reid could be baptized, it’s hard for the rest of us to make excuses. Both were 

baptized earlier this year. Bernice Oliver (picture) is 93 and was baptized at the Glasgow Baptist Church in Glasgow, 

Ky. Ena Reid (picture) is 92 and was baptized at Grace Fellowship in West Palm, Florida. 

 

Conclusion: In our contemporary "comfort zone Christianity," we tend to take God's commands lightly. Chuck Colson 

(picture) points out in his book, The Body: "Most Westerners take baptism for granted, but for many in the world the act 

requires immense courage. In countries like Nepal it once meant imprisonment. For Soviet or Chinese or Eastern bloc 

believers, it was like signing their own death warrant." 

  What can we learn? What are the take home truths? As we close, let me suggest some practical principles regarding 

believer's immersion.  

  Baptism is not a saving ritual. Salvation doesn’t come through baptism. Friend, you could be baptized once an hour for 

the rest of your life and never be right with God. Though baptism is an act of obedience to Jesus, it’s not a saving act and 

won’t get you into heaven. The only saving act is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our responsibility is to 

believe in His work, not to attempt to augment it with baptism. 

  Baptism can strengthen your assurance of salvation. In 1 Peter 3:21 baptism is connected to "the answer of a good 

conscience toward God." If you neglect baptism, there are often consequences in your conscience. This act of obedience 

often gives assurance of right standing with God.  

  Baptism is for you if you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. If you’ve had the experience symbolized by 

baptism but never been baptized, present yourself to our church as a candidate for baptism. Go through the new members 

class. Learn what it means.  

  Why would anyone who has committed their life to Christ and received His gift of eternal life refuse to identify with 

Him in the manner He commanded?  

  As Saul of Tarsus was asked in Acts 22:16, "And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized.” In America we 

have it so easy. Baptism costs us nothing. It’s not the case with much of the world.  

  When Texas pastor Jim Denison was in college, he served as a summer missionary in East Malaysia. While there he 

attended a small church. During a worship service Denison happened to notice some worn-out luggage leaning against 



the wall in a corner of the church. When the pastor finished his sermon, he extended an invitation for people to receive 

Christ.  

  A teenage girl made her way down the aisle to announce her decision to follow Christ and be baptized. They baptized 

the girl and a few others who had decided to trust Christ at the end of the service.  

  Jim remembered the luggage he’d seen earlier and asked the pastor about it.  The pastor pointed to the teenage girl 

who’d just been baptized and told Denison, “Her father said that if she was baptized as a Christian she could never go 

home again. So she brought her luggage.” That’s commitment.  

  Are you a believer? Do you need to take the next the step of commitment?  


