
The Bible is our everything                                                         2 Peter 1:16-21 

DNA: The Building Blocks of Who We Are                                            Sermon 05 

 

NFL legend Mike Ditka (picture) was giving a news conference the day after being fired as coach of the Chicago Bears 

when he decided to quote the Bible. “Scripture tells you that all things shall pass,” a choked-up Ditka said after leading 

his team to only five wins during the previous season. “This, too, shall pass.”  

  Ditka fumbled his biblical citation, though. The phrase “This, too, shall pass” doesn’t appear in the Bible. Ditka was 

quoting a phantom scripture that sounds like it belongs in the Bible, but look closer and it’s not there. 

  The Bible may be the most revered book in America, but it’s also one of the most misquoted. Politicians, motivational 

speakers, coaches - all types of people - quote passages that actually aren’t in the Bible. But part of our DNA at Grace is 

that great slogans of the 16th century Reformation, the Latin phrase Sola Scriptura, meaning the “Bible alone.”  

  Sola Scriptura means that the Bible is the supreme authority over the local church. All other authorities (including 

church leadership) are fallible and must submit to Scripture.  

  As Christians, we believe that moral standards are vital. But you can’t have moral standards without a basis for 

determining right and wrong. The best place to find that is in the Bible.  

  As a church, we believe the Bible is our blueprint. We will not make the right decisions as a local church or go the right 

direction, if we don’t know the Bible. When you finish reading other books, you can lay them aside, but the Bible is a 

book you can study for the rest of your life and never exhaust the truth found in its pages.  

  This is what the Apostle Peter wrote about the Bible in II Peter 1: 16-21 (p. 1018): “For we did not follow cleverly 

devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of 

His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the 

Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from 

heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you 

will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no 

prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

  As we continue our DNA series, this morning we want to work through that The Bible is our everything. If you’re 

taking notes. 

1.The Bible is our everything because of its uniqueness. Hypothetically, what would you think if you heard God was 

publishing a book? What characteristics would you suspect to be true about it? You might think: 

It would be the most purchased book ever. It would be the most translated book ever. It would be the best historically 

preserved book of all time. It would be completely accurate and without error. It would be the self-revelation of God—

disclosing knowledge about Him. It would be the most impactful book ever—affecting not just a nation, but the entire 

globe. You might even think it would be dangerous for people to not read it. 

  All these things are true about the Bible. There is no other book like it, including other religious texts. Let me point out 

first though… 

  The Bible is unique in its inspiration. Peter wrote in verse 16, “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 

made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Some claim the Bible is simply a book of myths 

and legends with moral lessons, much like Aesop’s fables. We all like clever stories, but Peter says that the Bible isn’t a 

collection of imaginary stories. The word “Bible” comes from the word biblos which means “book” or “scroll.” It’s only 

when you add the adjective “holy” to “bible” that you understand that this book is different than any other. “Holy” 

(hagios) means “separate, distinct, different.”  

  Of course, there are many books today that claim to be the Word of God. Muslims claim the Koran is the Word of God. 

The Book of Mormon claims to be the Word of God. Hindus believe the Bhagavad-Gita is the source of eternal truth. 

Karl Marx, with his atheistic worldview, claimed his writing, The Communist Manifesto, was the ultimate truth.  

  But the Bible makes a claim no other holy writing makes. It says, “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.” (II Timothy 3:16) Other writings may be inspiring, but 

the Bible is inspired–God-breathed. Just as God breathed life into man and he became a living soul, God has given life to 

this book. It’s the only living book in the world. Enemies of the Bible have tried to kill it for centuries, but while the 

enemies are dead, the Bible lives on.  

  The Bible says, “For the Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 

dividing soul and spirit; joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is 

hidden from God’s sight.” (Hebrews 4:12-13)  

  God wrote the Bible, so we should be careful that we don’t criticize the author. An art critic was visiting a museum of 

art, making her standard caustic comments as she evaluated the paintings. She approached one frame and commented to 



the Curator, “Young man, I find this image to be shallow, and crude. It is lacking in both beauty and texture. What do 

you call it?” The Curator said, “Ma’am, that’s a mirror.”  

  The Bible not only gives us a picture of God, it’s like a mirror that reveals our innermost attitudes as well. Virgil or 

Homer never prefaced their writings with “hear the word of the gods.” Shakespeare or Milton never asserted their 

writings came straight from God. But in the Bible, you read the phrase “Thus saith the Lord” over 2,600 times. When 

the Bible speaks, God speaks–it is divinely inspired. 

  The Bible is unique because it’s trustworthy. If there was ever a time when we needed truth that we can trust, it’s 

today.  We need something we can rely on because so many things in this fallen world are not trustworthy.  

  Truly trustworthy things are rare. I mean, we can’t trust our feelings. They change too easily. We can’t trust tradition. 

We forget their purpose too easily. We can’t trust our intellect—because we forget everything too easily. Plus the more 

we know—the more we know we don’t know. 

  We need truth we can trust, unchanging truth that we can build our lives on—and that’s one reason God gave us His 

inspired Word. As it says in Psalm 19:7, “The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is 

sure, making wise the simple.” Or, as 2 Samuel 7:28 says, “You are God—and Your Words are Truth.”  

  Anyone, like John Chrysostom the early church father for example, who has built their lives on God’s Word knows that 

as Jesus put it, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 

fall, because it had its foundation on the rock” (Matthew 7:24-25).  

  Recently, I read about an interview with a navy diver. The diver told about times when he was so deep that the water 

was so dark—that it was impossible to see. In fact, it made him feel disoriented and confused. He could literally not see 

his hand in front of his face—and got to the point where he didn’t know which way was up. The interviewer asked him 

what he did in times like that. He said, “I feel the bubbles.—when its pitch black and I have no idea which way to go, I 

reach up with my hand and feel the bubbles. The bubbles always drift up to the surface. When I can’t trust my feelings or 

judgment, I know I can always trust the bubbles to get me back to the top.” God’s Word does that for us.  It is 

unchanging truth that tells us what is real—tells us which way to go. 

  The Bible is unique in its formation. Peter wrote: “Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 

someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:20-21)  

  God didn’t write out the Bible in His own handwriting. Instead He used people to write His words down. He breathed 

on them and through them to write the scriptures. But they weren’t like court reporters simply reproducing the words. 

Instead, we see the personality of all the different writers shine through their writings. They spoke from God as they 

were “carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

  The thing that makes the Bible totally unique is that it was written over a period of 1,500 years by forty different 

people, in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek). Moses was a prince of Egypt writing in the 

wilderness. Daniel was a Prime Minister writing from a palace in Iraq. Paul was a prisoner writing from behind bars. 

Amos was a farmer, Peter was a fisherman, Solomon was a king, Luke was a doctor, and Matthew worked for the 

Roman IRS!  

  There is a wide variety of literary styles in the Bible as well. There is history, poetry, law, romance, biography, parable, 

and allegory. There are various contexts in which these books were written. Some wrote from the depths of despair and 

others from the heights of joy. Some wrote when God’s people were in exile, and others wrote when God’s blessings 

were abundant. And yet in spite of all this, when you understand these 66 books there is an amazing unity. The storyline 

of every book is the same: The Creator of the universe has made a way for you to know Him personally.  

  As Josh McDowell (picture) wrote: “Find ten people from your local area having similar backgrounds, who speak the 

same language, and are all from basically the same culture. Then separate them an ask them to write their opinion on 

only one controversial subject, such as the meaning of life. When they have finished, compare the conclusions of these 

ten writers. Do they agree with each other? Of course not. But the Bible did not consist of merely ten authors, but 40. It 

was not written in one generation, but over a period of 1,500 years; not by authors with the same education, culture or 

language, but with vastly different educations, many different cultures, from 3 continents and 3 different languages, and 

finally not just one subject but hundreds. And yet in the bible there is unity. There is complete harmony, which can not be 

explained by coincidence or collusion. The unity of the bible is a strong argument in favor of its divine inspiration.”  

 

2. The Bible is our everything because of its wisdom. Psalms 119:98-100 says, “Your commands make me wiser than 

my enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I have 

more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.”  In these verses one reason is alluded to three times: 

God’s Word gives us wisdom! Note the phrases he uses: “Wiser” “More insight” and “more understanding.” Seems a 



little arrogant, doesn’t it? But is this the boasting of a man who thinks too highly of himself? Is he some sort of smart 

aleck who thinks he’s better than everyone else? Where does his great confidence come from? The answer: God’s 

wisdom is superior to human wisdom. If you learn what God says, you will know things the people of the world have 

never discovered. That’s because…  

  God’s wisdom is superior to the wisdom of my teachers, v. 99. “I have more insight than all my teachers, for I 

meditate on your statutes.” This is a verse beloved by students everywhere. But we shouldn’t think that the psalmist 

intends to demean the role of teachers. Far from it. Teaching is a very noble profession and teachers deserve our respect 

and our support. And it doesn’t matter if your teachers do not know the Lord. Teachers have knowledge and you need 

the knowledge they have. So we ought to respect them and learn from them as much as we can.  

  But there are limits to all human knowledge. That’s true even if you have a B.A., an M.A., a Ph.D. or an M.D. or any 

other advanced degree. Human wisdom only takes you so far.  

  In a culture that’s confused about nearly everything, it’s vital that we’re grounded in the Bible. If we don’t know what 

we believe and why we believe it, and if we don’t know how to study the Bible on their own, we’re going to be in big 

trouble when our faith comes under attack. 

  Please note again the reason why the Word gives us this sort of wisdom: “Your testimonies are my meditation.” God is 

able to teach you directly from His Word, but it takes time and effort and determination. It doesn’t happen by chance. 

  God’s wisdom is superior to the wisdom of the aged, v. 100. “I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey 

your precepts.” You just cannot read the Bible without being impressed with the high value placed on the elderly. 

Scripture teaches us that they are to be loved, revered, respected, cared for and listened to. Your elders have experience 

and you need the benefit of their experience. There is always much to learn from those who are older than you. 

  However, old age by itself does not equal wisdom. There is such a thing as an “old fool.” In fact, the world is full of 

“old fools” who started out as “young fools” and then simply grew old. But real wisdom comes from years spent obeying 

God’s Word. The “understanding” the psalmist alludes to in this verse means the ability to penetrate with insight into 

difficult issues. We know how to tackle hard problems because we have learned what God says in His Word. 

  Again, note the reason this is possible: “I obey your precepts.” The Bible is not magic. It will not change you by itself. 

You don’t get wisdom by osmosis. If you want this superior wisdom, you must do what the psalmist did. Look at the key 

phrases in verses 98-100: With me—I read it. Meditate—I study it. Obey your precepts—I submit to it. Read, Study and 

Obey. Follow that formula and you too will have superior wisdom. 

3. The Bible is our everything because it’s our church’s blueprint. The statement “the Bible is our only rule for faith 

and practice” appears in many church doctrinal statements. Sometimes, it takes a similar form, stating that the Bible is 

“the final authority,” “the only infallible rule,” or “the only certain rule.” This sentiment, whatever the wording, is a way 

for Bible-believing Christians to declare their commitment to the written Word of God and their independence from 

other would-be authorities. 

  The statement that the Bible is the “only rule for faith and practice” is rooted in the sufficiency of Scripture, as revealed 

in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Because God is sovereign, 

His Word is the absolute authority in our lives, and by it God equips us for His service.  

  When we say, “The Bible is our only rule for faith and practice,” we mean that we hold the Bible, God’s Holy Word, to 

be our ultimate guide for what we believe (“faith”) and what we do (“practice”). We mean that the Bible trumps man’s 

authority, church tradition, and our own opinions. We mean we will allow nothing that opposes God’s Word to dictate 

our actions or control our thinking.  

  When the Bible clearly reveals a truth, we believe it with all our hearts. When the Bible clearly commands us to do 

something, we make sure we are doing it. For example, the Bible says that Jesus is coming back again (John 14:3; Rev. 

19:11-16). Since the Bible is our “only rule for faith,” we have no choice but to believe that Jesus is returning someday. 

Also, the Bible says that we are to “flee from sexual immorality” (1 Cor. 6:18). Since the Bible is our “final authority for 

practice,” we are bound to abstain from immorality (as defined by the Bible). 

  Following the Bible as our only rule of faith and practice is the safest position, theologically. Fidelity to Scripture keeps 

us from being “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 

4:14). As the noble Bereans taught us (Acts 17:11), all doctrines are to be examined in light of the Bible, and only what 

conforms to biblical truth should be accepted. 

 

4. The Bible is everything because it’s lifechanging. When people apply the teachings of the Bible to their lives, they 

change. They are transformed into better people, Godly people. It’s amazing to behold!   

  I’m reminded of a story I once came across about a five-year-old girl named Karen who was given a Bible for her 

birthday. A few days later her mom noticed Karen reading it.  In fact, she watched and saw that Karen wasn’t just 



reading it, she was writing in it.  She looked closer and noticed that her daughter was circling the Word “God” whenever 

she saw it. She asked, “Karen, why are you doing that?”  And Karen replied, “So I’ll know where to find God when I 

need Him.” Well, little Karen was wise beyond her years, because this is the main reason God has given us this Book—

so that we can know where to find Him, or rather how to find Him, how to come to know Him so He can guide us to 

experience the full, abundant lives He intended us to have. In fact, this book has the power required to take a life that has 

been lived all wrong and turn it around.  This book contains the power to help anyone start over; it has the power to 

enable a person to be re-born. 

  A Christian university student shared a room with a Muslim. As they became friends, their conversation turned to their 

beliefs.  The believer asked the Muslim if he’d ever read the Bible. He answered no, but then asked if the Christian had 

ever read the Koran. 

  The believer responded, “No, I haven’t, but I’m sure it would be interesting. Why don’t we read both together, once a 

week, alternating books?”  The young man accepted the challenge, their friendship deepened, and during the second term 

he—the Muslim—became a believer in Jesus. 

  One evening, late in the term, he burst into the room and said to the long-time believer, “You deceived me!” “What are 

you talking about?” the believer asked. The new believer opened his Bible and said, “I’ve been reading it through, like 

you told me, and just read that the Word is living and active!” He grinned. “You knew all along that the Bible contained 

God’s power and that the Koran is a book like any other. I never had a chance!” “And now you’ll hate me for life?” 

queried the believer. “No,” he answered, “but it was an unfair contest.” It was because unlike any other book, this book 

is God’s Word is life changing.  

   

Conclusion: When you get a firm grasp on the Bible and start applying it to your life, you’ll find Jesus on every page. In 

John 5:39 Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, “Search the scriptures, because you think that by them you possess eternal 

life. These are the scriptures that testify about Me.” If you read the Bible and you don’t find Jesus, you’d better read it 

again, because He’s there. Just reading the Bible won’t change your life, but you can meet Jesus in the Bible and He can 

change your life!  

  Dr. Gaylord Kambarami was the General Secretary for the International Bible Society in Zimbabwe. Once, he was 

handing out New Testaments and a very skeptical man told him that if he took the Bible, he would just tear the pages out 

and roll them up to make cigarettes. Dr. Kambarami told him to go ahead and do that, but promise him he would read 

each page before he smoked it. Years later, he met the man at a Christian convention. The scripture-smoking man had 

been saved and was now an evangelist himself. His testimony was simple. The man told how he had received a New 

Testament to make cigarettes. He said, “I smoked my way through Matthew, Mark, and Luke, but when I got to John 

3:16, I couldn’t smoke anymore. When I read that I got on my knees and that’s when Jesus changed my life!”  

  The Bible is a wonderful book because it teaches us about a wonderful Savior! As Peter wrote, “You will do well to pay 

attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” (2 

Peter 1:19) If you’ve been suffering through a long, lonely night of spiritual darkness, you can experience the hope and 

promise of a new dawning in your heart. Jesus Christ, the bright and Morning Star can come and give you light and 

direction. Will you come to Him today? 

  If I had to summarize my belief about the nature of this Book of books, I would say it is basically an invitation from 

God to us, an invitation from Creator to Creation.  In these pages is God’s written offer to know Him personally, to walk 

with Him daily. And, like all invitations God’s word calls for our response. Will you believe His Word? Do you read it? 

Have you believed what it says that you need Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior? The Bible is our everything. Is it 

vital in your life?  


