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Today is opening day for the Packers. Most of you will be happy to learn that the Bears are believed to be the worst team 

in the NFL this year, though my Atlanta Falcons aren’t rated much better. Imagine though that instead of Allen Lazard or 

Darnell Savage (pictures) starting, the Packers had a Johnny Manziel, Eddie Royal or David Johnson (pictures). You’d 

think, “What a bunch of losers!”  

  We love winners. We want to be winners and successful.  

  Social media reminds me a lot of the typical church. It’s a great resource to maintain relationships, meet new people 

and in a sense, live life together. While social media gives us the ability to do all of that in a few clicks, interacting 

through screens loses personal touch. When we log on to Facebook, we see perfectly groomed and behaved children, 

pristine houses, picture-perfect vacations and food that looks like it was prepared by Martha Stewart. Rarely do we post 

our piles of dirty laundry, stacks of bills, or a kid having a tantrum.  

  Sadly, this same perception of perfection too often leaks into the church. When we walk into church, most of the time 

we see smiling people trying to make it seem like they have it all together, but none of us do.  

  The church isn’t for perfect people. There’s something very wrong with the prevailing subculture of much of 

churchianity today. We preach the brokenness of life in a messed-up world, yet expect our churches to be full of nearly 

perfect people. Behind the masks things are often far from what they seem. 

  Are you familiar with these lines from the Book of Common Prayer: “We have left undone those things which we ought 

to have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have done.” Those words diagnose the truth about 

my own condition. I’m a repetitive sinner.  

  I find that I’m sadly as J.C Ryle (picture) described in his book, Holiness, “a splendid sinner.” Apart from God’s 

grace, even our best efforts are nothing more than “splendid sins.” In my better moments, I realize that even my best 

efforts fall well over into the “splendid sins” category. Ryle told the truth about the best of us and the rest of us. This side 

of heaven, we’re a pretty sorry lot.  

  And that’s where God’s grace comes in. No one will be saved by what they do. Our only hope of heaven is to run to the 

cross and trust Christ and His sacrifice. And we won’t even do that unless God helps us to do it, and even then He must 

give us the strength to hang on and keep believing.  

  If God chose only well-rounded people with no sins or flaws, some of the credit would inevitably go to them and not to 

the Lord. By choosing flawed people with a bad past, a shaky present, and an uncertain future, God alone gets the glory 

when they accomplish amazing things by His power.  

  In case we don’t understand this, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 makes it abundantly clear. Please turn there (p. 952). “For 

consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord’.”  

  The Bible teaches that at the cross, in the church, Grace is a place where it’s okay to not be okay. If you’re taking 

notes… 

 

1.God’s plan uses plain people. There was an elderly deacon at a Baptist church who wore the same suit to church 

every Sunday, year after year. When the suit became so threadbare as to be almost unwearable, some wealthier members 

took up a collection to buy him a new suit. Then, one deacon took the money quietly and humbly to him.  

  Being from a small town, they soon learned that he’d gone to the best men’s store in town and purchased a fine suit 

with new shoes, a new shirt and a new tie. Those Baptists were waiting for him on Sunday, but the old deacon never 

arrived. Afraid that they’d offended him, some of the other deacons visited him to see if he was all right. When they 

asked him about his new suit, he admitted that he’d bought one. He confessed that it looked good on him. In fact, he 

confessed that as he was dressing one Sunday morning, he looked at himself in his new clothes in the mirror and said, “I 

just looked at myself and that new suit, and it was so fashionable and good-looking, that I just decided to go to the 

Episcopal church instead. 

  Verse 26 is an amazing statement, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.” God has chosen a message that to the world 

is pure foolishness. Not only does God use a foolish message He chooses feeble messengers. So take a foolish message 

and feeble messengers, put it together and God’s power is released.  



  From a human perspective you’d think He’d do just the opposite, that He’d get the brightest, smartest, most gifted, most 

athletic, strongest people on earth to serve Him. That’s not what this says. It says not many of you are wise. The word 

actually means you’re like morons. The word fool is there. You’re not influential. You’re not of noble birth. When God 

started looking around to choose His servants, He chose very plain people.  

  Let me qualify that because some read it and think, “I can relax. That means I don’t have to better myself. I don’t have 

to study or try to improve myself. God can use me just as dumb and ignorant as I am.” Please understand… 

  Not “many” doesn’t mean not any. There’s a big letter difference there. He didn’t say any wise influential, or noble; 

He says not many. Selina Hastings (picture), Countess of Huntingdon was a great Christian lady. Though born into 

English nobility, she was a committed Christian. She said, “I have been saved by the letter ‘M’” quoting this verse. 

Because it says not many of noble birth were chosen and she was a woman of noble birth, she thanked God that He can 

use some people like that. God doesn’t eliminate all, He just doesn’t choose many of them.  

  God changes the ordinary into the extraordinary. God takes ordinary people and transforms them into the 

extraordinary. Once God chooses you, you may be ordinary. But you won’t stay ordinary. God will change you.  In other 

words, your faith in God is more important than your fame, and your availability is much more important than any 

ability you have.  

 

2. God’s plan is upside down from how we think. Why does God choose the kind of people that He does? Verses 27 

says that it’s to shame the wise. 

  God chose the weak things to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world, the despised and the things are 

not to nullify the things that are. We have a tendency to believe that God looks out at His collection of servants and says, 

“Okay, not many wise, not many influential.” But God didn’t end up with these kinds of people. The Bible says God 

chose these people intentionally because He has an amazing plan.  

  God uses fools. Everybody is a fool for something. Sometimes people look at us and think Christians are a bunch of 

fools. God chooses people that world calls fools to shame the wise.  

  One of my favorite characters from American Christianity is D. L. Moody (picture). Moody was a shoe salesman in 

Chicago when he was a young man. One day, his Sunday school teacher, Edward Kimball, walked into that shoe store, 

witnessed to him and led Moody to Christ. Once Moody became a Christian, he started a Sunday school for boys. 

  These were rough kids without parents. The kind you see running around most urban areas. He enlisted about 20 or 30 

of these boys and tried to take to them to the church where he was a member but they didn’t want them. They didn’t 

want those little boys in their church dirtying it up and making trouble. So Moody started his own Sunday school.  

  Although D. L. Moody was never ordained as a preacher, God used him as an evangelist to shake America and 

England. He was very uneducated. Most people would look at him and call him a fool, but God used him.  

  In 1882, Moody was invited to Cambridge University to speak to the students. They were ready to boot him off the 

stage because he was such a backwards kind of speaker. But Ira Sankey (picture), his music man, got up and played the 

organ and sang some of the songs.  

  There was something about his music that calmed the crowd down and they decided to give Moody a chance. And at 

Cambridge, where they are so careful about correct grammar and everything else, Moody stood up and said, “Don’t 

never think that God don’t love you for He do.” It was the title of his message that day. Though his grammar was 

terrible, the heart that Moody had for God was so strong that on that day many of those students committed their lives to 

Jesus Christ.  

  So why does God take somebody like a Moody, a fool, and use them? Because the Bible says it’s to shame those who 

are wise in their own eyes. 

  God uses the weak. There are so many Bible examples of this. Let me though share just one. We all know the story of 

David and Goliath. David was probably in his teens when he faced the giant Goliath. He was armed with just a slingshot 

and some rocks. Goliath was a giant and strong as a tank. When he looked at men their hearts sank. But there stood little 

David all alone. With faith in God, he flung that stone and much to their surprise, he killed that monster with a rock 

nailing Goliath between the eyes.  

  Think about little David. Here’s Goliath standing on one side of the valley saying, “I am the champion of the 

Philistines! Send me your champion.” Have you ever thought about who should have gone? King Saul. The Bible says 

Saul stood head and shoulders above all of the other Israelites.  

  Granted, Goliath was nine feet tall, but the Israelites had their own giant. Everybody looked at King Saul and it was 

unanimously agreed that Saul should go down there and fight Goliath. But Saul didn’t have any courage. So little David 

comes along and says, “Why are you guys letting that bully  make fun of the God of Israel? I’ll go.” They thought he was 

crazy.  



  When they tried to put Saul’s armor on him, it swallowed him. And David said, “I don’t need any of this,” and walked 

down to Goliath without a sword or shield, armed only with a slingshot, some stones and faith in God.  

  Remember what Goliath said? “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” (1 Samuel 17:43 NIV) Can you imagine 

what Goliath planned to do to David? He was going to take one leg in one hand, one leg in the other hand, and turn the 

boy into a wishbone. Then he said, “I’m going to feed you to the birds.” So David twirled his slingshot, and the last thing 

Goliath saw was a rock that kept getting bigger and bigger until, “WHAM!”  

  If Saul, the giant of the Israelites, had gone out and defeated the giant of the Philistines, Saul would have gotten the 

credit. But because a teenager went out and conquered a giant, who got the glory? God did!  

  David said, “I’m going to show you today that there is a God in Israel.” And God empowered him. God was doing 

exactly what Paul is writing about. He chooses the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  

  God uses nobodies. Consider the implication of this text. When the world throws a party, the rich, powerful and 

beautiful are always invited. You know the names: Ben Affleck, J-Lo, Angelina Jolie, Jay-Z, Tom Cruise, 50 Cent, Halle 

Berry, Shania Twain, Brad Pitt, George Clooney, Miley Cyrus, and the rest of the current crop of Hollywood superstars.  

  They rent a nightclub and hire a security team to keep the ordinary people out. Only the “in crowd” makes it past the 

rope line. Helicopters circle overhead. The paparazzi strain to get pictures. It’s all about who shows up and who’s 

wearing what dress or tux. It’s how the world throws a party.  

  But God does it differently. Jesus told a story in Luke 14:15-24 about a certain man who invited many guests to a huge 

banquet. All the invited guests made excuses—they were too busy, they had other plans, they had business to attend to, 

and a hundred other “legitimate” excuses.  

  So the master ordered his servants to go out into the highways and byways and invite the poor, the crippled, the blind 

and lame. When that had been done, there were still some empty seats so he told his servants to go out into the country 

roads and find anyone who’d been overlooked and invite them to come to his party because the master declared that 

every seat must be taken. If those who’d been invited first wouldn’t come, the master would go after the outcasts who’d 

never otherwise come to such a fine affair. That’s how God always does it. He goes after the ones the world overlooks 

because the “beautiful people” have little interest in coming to Him for salvation. 

  Pastor Freddy Fritz (picture) shares “When I was at seminary I took a summer class with Dr. Don Carson (picture) one 

of the foremost New Testament scholars today. I don’t remember what Scripture text we were looking at that particular 

day, but one of the students started debating with Dr. Carson that he was responsible for his own salvation.  

  The student believed that the reason he was going to heaven is that he was smart enough to choose to believe the 

gospel. I can still remember Dr. Carson saying that if he did that then he was boasting about his ability. The student 

didn’t have a problem with that because he was in fact boasting about his ability to choose to believe the gospel. Dr. 

Carson simply reminded the student—and the rest of the class—that God chose us so that no human being might boast in 

the presence of God.” 

  The wise, powerful, beautiful and sophisticated of the world tend to boast that they become Christians because they 

deserve to be God’s people. The elect become elite in their own minds. In the same way the Corinthians boasted of being 

“of Paul” or “of Apollos”—the source of the divisions in the church—demonstrating forgetfulness that their salvation 

never depended upon their own merit. But the lowly of the world understand that they have nothing in themselves of 

which to boast. They know they don’t deserve to be in Christ’s kingdom. That’s why God chooses these kinds of people 

so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 

 

3. God’s plan is grace driven. In Japan, there’s a beautiful way of dealing with broken pottery. It is repaired by filling 

the cracks with gold, silver, or platinum. Instead of throwing it away, they fill it with beauty! The process is called 

Kintsugi…and that’s what God does with us.  

  What exactly is grace? The Bible teaches that grace is God’s absolutely unmerited favor. It is His giving good to us that 

we could never hope to earn or deserve. The greatest example of God’s grace was when He sent His only Son to die for 

us on the cross. And we could talk for hours about the many facets of God’s extraordinary grace. Let me just share some 

of the basics. 

  God’s grace is old. Grace was not something God thought up when mankind failed to obey His laws. Some people 

think that God tried the Ten Commandments and the law, and when that didn’t work, He came up with Plan B, the Grace 

Plan. But that’s not true.  

  No, grace was God’s original, one and only, plan, set into motion long before the Law was revealed to Moses. Now the 

Law was part of that plan. Part of the purpose of the Law was to show how much we’re dependent on God’s grace, but 

grace existed in God’s heart even before man was created. 

  1 Peter 1:18-20 says, “You were redeemed from your empty way of life with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 

without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world.” Even before sin entered the world, Adam 



and Eve experienced God’s grace. Think about it. They didn’t deserve to be put into a lavish garden where all their needs 

were met by a loving Creator. They’d done nothing to earn God’s intimate fellowship. Even before they sinned, Adam 

and Eve lived on grace. 

  God’s grace is big. By this I mean that God’s grace is big enough to wipe out the sins of the entire world. Romans 

3:23-24 says, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and are justified freely by His grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 1 John 2:2 says Jesus is, “..the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 

ours but also for the sins for the whole world.” God’s grace is big, big enough to cover the sins of every human that has 

ever been born or ever will be born. 

  It’s so big, it’s limitless in supply. God never runs out of grace. God doesn’t give us a fragment of grace when we 

become Christians and say, “This is all you get. Make it last. Ration it out. And don’t run out because when you do, 

there’s no more!” No, God gives grace after grace after grace in unending supply.  

  This means God’s grace is big enough to wipe out the greatest sinful act. No sin, no matter how horrible, is too big for 

God’s grace to cover. As the old hymn says, “Calvary covers it all.”  

  C. S. Lewis said, “To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable in 

you.” God’s grace is big enough to cover the sins of all mankind, big enough to cover any sinful act.  

  God’s grace is not fair. Thanks to grace, repentant sinners like you and me don’t get what fairness says we deserve. It 

reminds me of a cartoon that showed a husband and a wife standing in a long, curving line before the gates of Heaven. 

They’re waiting for their turn to face judgment.  

  And the wife leaned over to her husband and whispered, “Now Harold, whatever you do, please don’t demand what’s 

coming to you.” She was right, because thanks to our sin, what we all have coming to us is death and eternal separation 

from God.  

  Let me share another illustration to help us understand God’s grace. Imagine you have a six-year old son whom you 

dearly love. Tragically, one day you discover your child was horribly murdered. After a lengthy search the investigators 

of the crime find the killer. At this point you have a choice. If you used every means in your power to kill the murderer 

for this crime, that’d be vengeance. If, however, you’re content to wait and let the legal authorities take over and execute 

on him after a fair trial, a plea of guilty, capital punishment, that’s justice. But if you pleaded for the pardon of the 

murderer, forgive him completely, invite him into your home, and adopt him as your own son, that’s grace. That’s what 

God has done for us! 

  Do you see why grace is so hard to understand and accept? Who would do  something like this? Yet, our Holy God 

does it every day! No matter how big our sin is, God takes the guilty, believing sinner who says, “I am lost, unworthy, 

guilty as charged, undeserving of forgiveness, please rescue me!” God takes this unworthy, guilty sinner and extends to 

him or her forgiveness and the gift of eternal life. He invites him or her to come Home with Him as He adopts us into 

His forever family. Instead of treating us with vengeance or exacting justice, God extends grace upon grace. 

  God’s grace is free. Grace means that we don’t contribute anything to our redemption. Even that first nudging of faith 

that leads a person to God is His gracious gift to us. Jesus taught that in John 6:44 when He said, “No one can come to 

Me unless the Father Who sent Me draws him.” The only thing we contribute to our salvation is our sin.  

  As Romans 3:24 says, we are “…justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” But 

we tend to be suspicious of free things. When we get an envelope in the mail and it says, “free vacation” we almost 

always do what? We throw it away. We know there’s always a catch. We think anything worth anything must be 

deserved or earned or paid for, that nothing is free. 

  With God’s grace, when it comes to our salvation, God offers His priceless gift of forgiveness absolutely free. It’s not 

some trick. It’s a free gift. Romans 6:23, “the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

  Yet, while salvation is free to us, it wasn’t free to God. Our salvation cost Him the life of His only Son. Salvation is 

offered to us free of charge because Jesus paid the cost. If any person wants to be forgiven, to have an intimate 

relationship with God, they can. We can stand before God absolutely clean, knowing our sins have been completely 

erased forever. We can spend eternity as residents of heaven, never separated from God’s presence. This free gift is 

available to anyone. The only requirement is to ask for it. Have you asked for it? If not, please ask God for it today. 

 

Conclusion: We’re not okay and that’s okay because Jesus takes us as we are. Yet when we come to Christ, when we 

accept Him as our Savior and Lord, while we’re not okay, we don’t stay that way. He transforms us!  

  2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.”  

  Let me close with a story from Pastor David Dykes (picture). He writes:  

  Several years ago, I was the camp pastor at the National Fellowship of Christian Athletes Camp at Black Mountain, 

North Carolina. There were several professional athletes there, and one who had just graduated from the University of 



Tennessee who was going to play with the Philadelphia Eagles was a guy named Reggie White, who [was later] called 

the Minister of Defense, because he was a committed Christian [and] ordained Baptist preacher. I really enjoyed being 

with Reggie for those days, he was quite a character. He got up there, all 300 pounds of him, and moonwalked across the 

stage and did a bible rap, going all the way from Genesis to Revelation. And those high school athletes just loved it.  

  One night when Reggie spoke, and I spoke, and there were some other testimonies. We gave the invitation. A lot of the 

coaches and workers there were counseling these young high school athletes at the invitation. I was counseling with one 

high school athlete. I don’t even remember his name or how old he was, but I do remember he had tears in his eyes and 

he was ready to start living for Jesus. I suspected that something that big old strong Reggie White said had really 

influenced him.  

  So I asked, “What was it that Reggie White said that really touched you?” And the guy looked at me and said, “Well it 

really wasn’t anything that he said. It was that guy in the wheelchair that really got to me.”  

  Earlier on the program that night we had had the testimony from a young man who’d been injured playing high school 

football and was paralyzed and in a wheelchair. Yet he was working as a trainer on a college football team. And he 

shared his testimony. And this healthy, strong high school athlete said to me, “It was that guy in the wheelchair that 

really got to me.”  

  That’s just the way God works. Sometimes God will overlook a big 300-pound professional football player and he’ll 

use a guy in a wheelchair instead.” 

  “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 

to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God…”  

  It’s okay to not be okay because that’s who God uses for His glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


