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This morning we want to begin by quoting that famous theologian…Dr. Seuss (picture) from his book, “Oh, the Places 

You’ll Go!”  

 

Congratulations! Today is your day. 

You’re off to Great Places! 

You’re off and away! 

You have brains in your head. 

You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself any direction you choose. 

You’re on your own. And you know what you know.  

And YOU are the guy who’ll decide where to go. 

 

Oh! The Places You’ll Go! 

You’ll be on your way up! 

You’ll be seeing great sights! 

You’ll join the high fliers who soar to high heights. 

You won’t lag behind, because you’ll have the speed.  

You’ll pass the whole gang and you’ll soon take the lead.  

Wherever you fly, you’ll be best of the best.  

Wherever you go, you will top all the rest. 

 

Except when you don’t. Because, sometimes, you won’t. 

I’m sorry to say so but, sadly,  

it’s true that Bang-ups and Hang-ups can happen to you. 

   

This morning we’re concluding our DNA series. Today though we want to work through that God is the God of 

opportunity, the God of the open door. Sometimes these opportunities come in unmistakable packages – a burning bush. 

A wrestling angel. Handwriting on the wall. A fleece. A voice. A dream. A talking donkey like in Shrek (picture). Yet, 

there’s a picture of God-inspired opportunity sprinkled across Scripture that’s easier for most of us to relate to. It’s a 

picture of divine possibility that comes to every life and to every church.  

  Please turn to Revelation 3:7-8 (p. 1029). “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy 

one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. “‘I know your 

works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, 

and yet you have kept My word and have not denied My name.”  

  In other words “Oh, the places you will go…” Every day we walk through different doors. Just today you’ve probably 

already walked through five or six different doors. When you woke up, you walked through your bedroom door. You 

probably passed through another door when you went to the bathroom. You walked through another when you left your 

house. If you were to attempt to count the number of doors a person walks through in a lifetime, it might be over a 1000 

different doors.  

  You need a door to get into a place and to come out of a place. Doors help us to get in and out of a room, a car, a bus or 

an airplane. That means that where there is no door, a person could be confined or locked up, trapped. Being confined to 

a particular place speaks of stagnation. 

  We all want growth and progress in our lives. None of us wants to be stagnant. Open doors enhance progress. We need 

open doors to move from one place to another, from one level to another. Open doors give us access to blessings, places, 

people and opportunities. 

  Someone pointed out that a door is one of the richest images in literature. It can mean safety (my door is chained and 

locked), secretiveness (no one knows what goes on behind closed doors). It can mean rejection (she shut the door in my 

face) or even rest (a young mother’s favorite room is the bathroom where she can lock the door and be alone).  

  Here in Revelation a door means none of that. It’s an open door. It’s symbolic of boundless opportunities, unlimited 

chances to do something worthwhile; grand openings into new and unknown adventures of significance. It’s a door of 

previously unimagined chances to please the Lord, to make our church count for all eternity. We don’t want to miss it. 

We want to be a church known for Going through open doors.  



  Very rarely in the Bible does the Lord come to someone and say, “Stay.” Almost never does God interrupt someone and 

ask them to remain in comfort, safety and familiarity. Instead God opens a door and calls us to walk through it. An open 

door is an opportunity provided by God, to act with God and for God. An open door is the great adventure because it 

means the possibility of being useful in the hands of God. That’s what we want to talk about today – Going through 

open doors as a church.  

  Most of us think of opportunity on a personal, individual level. We rarely think of forward movement or opportunity as 

a team or church. As we’ve circled back to this over and over again, God’s plan for us isn’t as lone rangers. It’s as a 

family, a body of believers.  

  Remember Lucy and Linus (picture). In one segment Lucy demands Linus change TV channels, threatening him with 

her fist if he won’t. “What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?” asks Linus. “These five fingers,” 

says Lucy. “Individually they’re nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon 

that’s terrible to behold.” “Which channel do you want?” asks Linus. Turning away, he looks at his own fingers and says, 

“Why can’t you guys get organized like that?”  

  At Grace we want to be a church looking and going through the doors that the Lord opens. Surrendered to the Lord 

together we’ll accomplish more for God’s glory than we’ll ever accomplish individually. If you’re taking notes. 

 

1.Open Door churches are ready, even if they’re not ready. Columbia researcher Sheena Iyengar (picture) has found 

that the average person makes about seventy conscious decisions every day. That’s 25,550 decisions a year. Over 

seventy years that 1,788,500 decisions. Albert Camus (picture) said, “Life is the sum of all your choices.” Put all those 

1,788,500 choices together and that’s who you are.  

  This ability to recognize doors, to discover possibilities is a skill that can be learned. Those who study entrepreneurs tell 

us that they excel in something called “opportunity alertness.” They look at the same circumstances as everyone else, 

but they notice what others miss. They’re alert, waiting, continually receptive to something, to anything that may turn up. 

And that’s the way Christians must be. It’s the way our church must be – alert to divine opportunity alertness.  

  Open doors in the Bible never exist just for the sake of those who’ve been offered them. They involve opportunities to 

glorify God and to bless others. An open door doesn’t exist just for our benefit or our church’s benefit.  

  Yet an open door doesn’t offer a complete view of the future. Isn’t that what we want? We want to know the beginning 

and the end. But God doesn’t work that way. There’s mystery, a possibility but not a guarantee.  

  God doesn’t say, “I set before you a hammock.” He doesn’t say, “I’m giving you a detailed set of instructions about 

exactly what you should do and exactly what will happen as a result.” It’s an open door, yet to find out what’s on the 

other side, we have to go through the door. It’s why an open door can be scarier than a closed one. We’re not sure what 

will happen if we go through it. The truth about being ready is that you’ll be ready.  

  Think about it? Were you really ready when you got married or had your first child? Were you ready for college or that 

new job? You thought you were, but not once you walked through the open door.  

  An open door is a beginning, but it has no guaranteed ending. It doesn’t have a sneak peek at the finish. That’s why it 

must be entered into by faith.  

  Feeling ready isn’t biblical. God is looking for obedience. In the book of Joshua when God brought the nation of Israel 

into the Promised Land, He had them step into the Jordan River first, then God parted the river. If they’d waited for 

proof, they’d still be standing on Jordan’s banks. Our faith grows when God says, “Go” and we obey and say yes.  

  Maybe the greatest open door in Scripture is in Matthew 28 when Jesus sends His disciples out to share the gospel. It 

will spiritually revolutionize the world. But they’re just like us. They struggled. Verse 17 says, “And when they saw Him 

they worshiped Him, but some doubted.” They didn’t have it all together, and neither do we. They had butterflies in their 

stomachs.  

  Jesus doesn’t say, “First, you get enough faith and then you’ll go through the door.” Instead, Jesus just says, “You go. 

We’ll work on that faith thing while you’re doing that obedience thing.”  

  When God calls someone to do something, it’s unusual for someone to respond with “I’m ready.” Check it out for 

yourself. Moses, “Here am I Lord, send my brother, Aaron.” Gideon, “Where’s my fleece?” And then, “Let’s try that 

fleece thing again in case we got it wrong God.” Abraham, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old?” Jeremiah, 

“Lord, I’m too young.” Esther, “If I go see the king without being called, they could kill me.” Saul, “Me king, let’s play 

hide and seek in the baggage.”  

  Yet, we won’t know what God can do through us until we do it. Ready comes faster when you’re moving. If we wait to 

move until we’re fully ready, we’ll never move. Jesus doesn’t say, “Go when you’re ready.” He says, “Go and I’ll go 

with you.”  



  Remember when Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain for the Transfiguration. They weren’t ready. They 

didn’t have enough faith, but that didn’t matter. What matters is that Jesus is ready, and you and I never know when He’s 

ready because King Jesus is in charge of that!  

 

2. Open Door churches aren’t deterred by uncertainty. Closed door thinking may seem wise or the path of common 

sense, but it’s usually a refusal to trust God because of fear. Those annoying “What ifs…” What if you fail? What if you 

go bankrupt? What if others think you’re stupid?  

  It’s why the Children of Israel spent forty years wandering around the wilderness. They saw giants, death and 

destruction. But Joshua and Caleb sang a duet of faith, “We can do it.” Israel saw obstacles; Joshua and Caleb saw 

opportunities. What do we see? Too many of us are “Stay-theists,” when God has called us to be “Go-theists.”   

  The early church wanted to huddle up in Jerusalem. When Jesus said, “Go …and make disciples of all nations 

(Matthew 28:19), they heard “Go and make Jews of all nations.” God had to bring the heat to get them to break out of 

the safe huddle of Jerusalem.  

  Peter needed a special vision to see that the gospel was for everyone, not just Jews. Still they had to have a big church 

council before the Holy Spirit could ring their phone and get them on God’s Go to all the nations page. After much 

debate and prayer, they get over their uncertainty and send a letter to the Gentiles, “For it has seemed good to the Holy 

Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements” Acts 15:28).  

  God could have put out an ad on Craigslist: “Now accepting Gentile applicants.” But God’s plan wasn’t that they 

should be told precisely what God’s will was. They grew more as they had to think, debate, pray and step out on faith. 

They moved forward without demanding certainty. They were willing to settle for sincere obedience. Those early church 

leaders moved forward in faith, yet with uncertainty.  

  A great examples of this is Abraham. Genesis 12:1-5: “God told Abram: ‘Leave your country, your family, and your 

father’s home for a land that I will show you. I’ll make you a great nation and bless you. I’ll make you famous; you’ll be 

a blessing. I’ll bless those who bless you;  those who curse you I’ll curse. All the families of the Earth will be blessed 

through you.’  

  So Abram left just as God said, and Lot left with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Abram 

took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot with him, along with all the possessions and people they had gotten in Haran, 

and set out for the land of Canaan and arrived safe and sound” (The Message). 

  It was a big ask. Abraham was asked to leave everything that he knew to go to a place he’d only heard of. Ur was one 

of the big cities of the day. It was civilized, developed, and cultured. Canaan was everything Ur wasn’t. 

  There are always two parts of God’s “go”; going from and going to. Abraham left all that he knew to go where he 

didn’t know anything. And that’s what God wants us to do.  

  Our world has changed. Our culture is unchartered. Open door churches are comfortable with ambiguity and 

comfortable with risk. If they’re not comfortable, they won’t let it paralyze them. Going through an open door means we 

must trust God with our future even when the path He is leading us to doesn’t look like the obvious one and it’s new and 

unfamiliar.  

 

3. Open Door churches persist. A South Korean woman celebrated after passing the written exam for a driving license 

- on her 950th attempt. After four years of trying, 68-year-old Cha Sa-soon (picture) finally managed to secure the 60 

out of 100 points needed to pass the test. This grandmother spent more than $4,200 on application fees. Mrs. Cha had 

been trying to pass since April 2005. She wanted a driver’s license so she could use a vehicle to sell vegetables and other 

goods. That’s persistence.  

  You probably know them and I know them. Christians who quit. We even have a name for them today – the 

“Dechurched.” It’s heartbreaking that the church landscape is littered with churches that quit.  

  Two of the verses that the Lord uses to encourage me to persist are Galatians 6:9, “And let us not grow weary of doing 

good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” Jeremiah 12:5, “If you have raced with men on foot, and they 

have wearied you, how will you compete with horses?”  

  Churches that make a difference, persevere – in good times and bad. Jayson Casper (picture) reporting for Christianity 

Today began an article last spring with this stunning opening line.  “As Russian troops met stiffer resistance than 

expected from Ukrainian soldiers and citizens in Kyiv and other cities, pastors adapted Sunday worship services 

appropriately.”  

  Can you imagine coming to church on Sunday while your country is under attack? That’s what happened in Ukraine.  

  Casper went on to report: “The whole church prayed on their knees for our president, our country, and for peace,” said 

Vadym Kulynchenko of his church in Kamyanka. Many psalms were offered, and Kulynchenko’s message centered on 

Proverbs 29:25. Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.  



  And that was just one church of several that gathered throughout Ukraine.  From Orthodox to Baptist to Bible Church 

to Pentecostal...God’s people met as they meet every Sunday, seeking God for the good of their country. 

  Churches facing persecution like those in China or Cuba persist. That’s our history as believers! We don’t know what 

the future will hold. We do know that if we’re going to walk through the doors the Lord opens for us, we must persist. 

Open door churches resist discouragement in the face of obstacles and persist in faithfulness despite tough times. As 

Pastor Craig Groeschel (picture) says, “If you’re not dead, you’re not done.”  

 

4. Open Door churches aren’t paralyzed by their own imperfection. The book of Acts provides a snapshot of what 

life was really like in the early church. According to Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  

  Luke describes what might sound like a utopian community. They shared their possessions. Their meetings were 

characterized by joy, praise and sincerity. No wonder many people think that the church today should go back to its New 

Testament roots! 

  Yet we must not ignore the imperfections. In the book of Acts, we also see the real-world flaws of this remarkable 

community. We discover some of the members were hypocrites (5:1–2). We witness the church’s first significant 

organizational change when some older members were being neglected, possibly due to cultural prejudice (6:1). We see 

the church’s reluctance to accept the newly converted Paul because of his former life (9:26). Members displayed human 

weakness and a full range of emotions. Some were upset after they heard Peter had dined with Gentiles (11:2–3). Paul 

and Barnabas had a disagreement so sharp they went their separate ways (15:39). Some needed further doctrinal 

instruction (18:25–26). And Paul warned that some of them would become false teachers (20:30). 

  If you need more evidence of the early church’s imperfections, read the New Testament. A day is coming when the 

church will be presented to Christ “without stain or wrinkle” (Eph. 5:27), but it’s not today. Until that day, God calls us 

to worship and serve together within His beautiful, imperfect church. “Bear with each other and forgive one another if 

any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Col. 3:13). 

  There are no perfect churches because every church is filled with sinners. While we should never ignore problems, or 

pretend they aren’t there, we mustn’t allow them to cause us to take our eyes off the ultimate goal of ministry that Christ 

has given to us.  

  You’ll hear of people giving up on the church. But if God never gives up on the church, how can we do that? You see, 

the heroes and heroines of the church aren’t the people in the church. The real hero of the church is God. It’s better to 

have little faith in a big God than to have big faith in a little god. It’s why Jesus said we only need faith like a mustard 

seed.  

  Tim Keller (picture) was preaching about the Israelites escape from Egypt. As Pharoah came after them, God parted 

the Red Sea and the Israelites crossed on dry land. Most likely some of them were reveling in it: “In your face, Pharoah! 

We’re cruising now!” But at the same time, others were probably saying, “We’re all gonna die!” Don’t miss this. It’s not 

the quality of our faith that saves us. It’s the object of our faith. 

  Ernest Kurtz (pictures) writes in The Spirituality of Imperfection that ironically perfectionism is the great enemy of 

spiritual growth. An ancient sage named Macarius used to point out that if all we did was make progress, we’d become 

arrogant…and pride is the ultimate downfall of Christians.  It’s apparent that God lets us see so clearly the imperfections 

of characters in the Bible is so that we can more clearly recognize our own.  

  Those outside the church complain about hypocrites and sinners in the church. While we don’t want to settle for 

spiritual mediocrity, yet as I look at the evil in my own heart and I’d venture that if you’re honest and you look at the evil 

in your own heart, aren’t we surprised that it’s not worse? We are not good people yet we serve a great and gracious 

God! 

 

5. Open Door churches have faith in a Big God. You can have faith that God wants you to do something and still be 

scared to death. Courage is not the absence of fear. Courage is going ahead and doing what you’re called to do in spite of 

fear. You have to begin with the faith you already have. It may be just a little, but you start there.  

  A beautiful example of this is the story of the man who brought his sick son to Jesus in Mark 9. Jesus looked at the man 

and said, “I can heal your son. If you will believe, I will heal him.” This Dad then makes a classic statement: “Lord, I do 

believe. Help me overcome my unbelief.” Haven’t we all felt like that? “Lord, I have some faith. But I also have some 

doubts.”  

  This man was filled with faith and doubt, yet despite his honest doubts, he asked Jesus for a miracle. And he got his 

miracle – Jesus healed his son. 

  You see, no matter how weak or how frail our faith is, it’s enough. It’s enough to get us through what we’re facing. It’s 

enough to complete the vision God has planted in our hearts. 



  When Israel was facing battles from an army much bigger than themselves God reminded them to trust in Him 

alone! In Deuteronomy 7:21 God reminds His people not to worry about the Egyptian army because He is stronger than 

that mighty army. “You shall not be in dread of them, for the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome 

God.” 

  Every church is challenged with the size of their faith in a great God during hard times. Those who do great acts in the 

Bible do so because of the greatness of God, not because of the greatness of their faith. A fundamental problem with 

faith is that it requires us to trust in Someone greater than ourselves. Faith requires hope in the unknown in order to be 

genuine. 

  I’m a big fan of bold faith!  I’m not talking about the kind of people who take foolish, senseless risks. I’m talking about 

faith that’s undeniable…faith that can’t be explained by circumstances or self-ability. The men and women who “risk it 

all” on Jesus always impress me. Big faith – bold faith says something about the greatness of God to all who see it. 

  Our mission in life is to bring God glory. Accomplishing that mission requires bold faith. As God’s people demonstrate 

bold faith an unbelieving world sees His glory in action.   

  Are you living for the glory of God? When your neighbors that don’t know Jesus watch you, do they see insane faith? 

Or do they see a very “safe” faith? Do you have the kind of experiences where if God didn’t show up it would be a total 

disaster? Are you exercising bold faith right now?  

  Our world is desperate to know if God is real. They’re looking at the way we live for the answer to that question. Let’s 

go for it. Let’s risk it all on Jesus, and sit back and watch Him put His glory on display through us. The church is always 

at its best when it goes into the world humbly giving God all the glory! 

  The spring of 1940 found Hitler’s panzer divisions mopping up French troops and preparing for a siege of Great 

Britain. The Dutch had already surrendered, as had the Belgians. The British army floundered on the coast of France at 

Dunkirk. 338,000 British soldiers and allied troops faced capture or death by the Nazis. 

  The Furhrer’s troops, only a few miles away in the hills of France, closed for an easy kill. The Royal Navy had enough 

ships to save barely 17,000 men. The House of Commons was told to brace itself for “hard and heavy tidings.” But while 

a despairing world watched with fading hope, a bizarre fleet of ships appeared on the horizon of the English Channel. 

Trawlers, tugs, fishing sloops, lifeboats, sailboats, pleasure craft, an island ferry named Gracie Fields, even the 

America’s Cup challenger Endeavor, all manned by civilian sailors, sped to the rescue. This ragtag armada rescued 

338,682 men. It was one of the most remarkable naval operations in history. 

  Every gospel-preaching church is part of God’s ragtag armada. The church is a mix of flawed individuals on a rescue 

operation commissioned by God. We’re not a great people. We though serve a great God and that makes all the 

difference. Open Door churches don’t have faith in themselves. They have faith in a Big God. 

 

Conclusion: So what will it take for us to go through the open doors that God has for us? It means that… 

  Everyone has a place in our church. There are countless volunteers in an open door church who may or may not be 

visible on a Sunday, yet they make church happen. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 says, “Just as a body, though one, has many 

parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 

body — whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not 

made up of one part but of many.” There are no benchwarmers in the church. Everyone plays a role. An open door 

church needs all parts working together to function.  

  Everyone is significant in our church. When a team has high expectations, it’s likely because they have a great leader 

that creates a culture of high expectations. In the church, we have Jesus. He’s called us to go and make disciples of all 

nations. The vision is clear. And we have the best message to share, Jesus came to save us and set things right. 1 

Corinthians 12:18-20 says, “But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them 

to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.” God has created 

each of us to stand out. We have different skill sets that are designed to reach our world. Please never doubt that God can 

use you to reach your world.  

  Our success in going through open doors is because of our awesome God.  

Our goal is to follow Jesus and help others to meet Him. We live in a world without hope. By following Jesus, we can 

bring hope to a lost and hurting world. We’re already equipped. Matthew 5:14 says, “You are the light of the world. A 

city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  

  The way we live is to be a picture of God’s goodness for others to see. We have the Gospel, a message that can 

transform lives in a way nothing else can. It is time for us to walk through open doors and shine the light of Jesus into 

dark and broken places. And we all have an important part. Each of us is essential. Churches that God blesses, churches 

that God uses don’t play it safe. They don’t stay, they go! 

 



(Oh the places you will go (picture)) 

 

  And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! 

(98 and ¾ percent guaranteed.) 

Kid, you’ll move mountains! 

So…be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray  

or Mordecai Ale Van Allen O’Shea,  

you’re off to Great Places! 

Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. 

So…get on your way! 

 

  So…get on your way! Or as Jesus said, “Behold, I have set before you an open door…” Doors are meant to be walked 

through, in faith, trusting in God’s power. Are you ready? Let’s go! 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


