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Eddie would go! Each year on the first Thursday after Thanksgiving, hundreds of people gather at Waimea Bay in 

Hawaii for the opening ceremony of a surfing contest in memory of Eddie Aikau (picture). Throughout Hawaii you’ll 

see bumper stickers and t-shirts with the phrase “Eddie Would Go.” But who was Eddie and where did he go? 

  Born on Maui in 1946, Eddie came from a Native Hawaiian family. His family loved to surf. Eddie joined a handful of 

big-wave pioneers who dared to ride mountainous swells. When the waves reached 30-40 feet, even the best surfers 

would pull back from riding those monsters! But Eddie would go and others began to take notice. 

  Because there were no lifeguards on the beaches back then, Eddie often rescued tourists who’d gotten out too far. He 

became one of the first lifeguards and was named Lifeguard of the Year in 1971 after saving many lives. When the 

waves became too big, the lifeguard captain warned his guards not to risk their lives to save someone, but to call for a 

helicopter rescue. Yet, no matter how dangerous the conditions were, Eddie would go, charging into the surf to rescue 

someone. His captain joked that even if he chained him to the lifeguard tower, “Eddie would still go!”  

  On a windy afternoon of March 16, 1978, Eddie and 15 other sailors embarked on a 2500-mile voyage to Tahiti. Eddie 

brought his surfboard in hopes of surfing waves there. During the first night, the voyaging canoe was caught in a sudden 

storm. Waves flooded the canoe and it capsized. The crew was thrown into the dark, raging sea.  

  By morning, it became clear how dire the situation was. Eddie volunteered to paddle his surfboard through the stormy 

seas to a nearby island they could barely see. On the morning of March 17, 1978, Eddie paddled off toward the island 

more than 15 miles away. The crew watched him slowly disappear in the distance, praying he’d make it. Miraculously, 

the rest of the crew was later rescued by the Coast Guard. They never found Eddie’s body or board. That’s when the 

words Eddie Would Go took on a life of their own. Eddie Aikau had zeal. That’s what our study in 1 Samuel 14 is about 

today, Zeal.  

  In what will be a persistent pattern throughout the remainder of 1 Samuel, we discover a sharp contrast between 

Jonathan and his father, Saul. Jonathan is zealous for God and pleasing Him. Saul is zealous for Saul and pleasing 

himself. You and I must make the same choice. We’re either passionate for God – what we’re calling Zealous for Thee, 

or we’re passionate for something else, in Saul’s case, it was Zealous for Me.  

  In Matthew 6:24 Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be 

devoted to one and despise the other (New Living Translation). It simply this – either Jesus is Lord of all or He’s not 

Lord at all. What are you passionate about? What are you zealous about? We’re all passionate about something. If you’re 

taking notes… 

 

1.Do I have zeal for Thee? 1 Samuel 14 introduces us to one of the most wonderful characters in Scripture, Jonathan, 

son of King Saul. While not one of the primary figures in 1 Samuel, he plays an important role. Nothing casts a shadow 

on his life. He consistently acts with a bold faith and a deep devotion to the Lord. In Jonathan we see a shining model of 

Christian manhood, faithful friendship and devotion to the cause of the Lord. He’s a man of godly zeal. As Dave Harvey 

(picture) writes, “Zeal is desire on steroids. Zeal is deep desire that defines how we live and reveals what we love.” 

Jonathan overflows with zeal for the things of God.  

  An old proverb about fathers and children says that the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. But all proverbs have 

exceptions and Jonathan was one. He didn’t even fall in the same orchard as his father.  

  Parents are inclined to think that if they do a good job as parents, their children will automatically turn out well. Yet, 

what are we to say about Jonathan? Saul was not worthy of his son. We’re not victims of our family tree. We personally 

choose and are responsible for our choices. How can we like Jonathan demonstrate that we are filled with zeal for 

God?  

  Those zealous for God look for opportunities to gain ground for God. The Christian life is a battleground, not a 

playground. You and I are enlisted in this war. We have many enemies: the world, the flesh and the Devil. We know 

Jesus won the victory on the cross. We’re not fighting for victory but fighting from victory. Though the war has been 

won we must faithfully soldier on.  

  God did not save us to sit. Many Christians are satisfied to sit in church, singing praises to God while the lost outside 

our doors are perishing.  

  William Carey (picture) launched a generation of missions with his message: “Attempt great things for God; expect 

great things from God.” We need a new generation of Careys and Jonathans. But first Jonathan had to separate himself 

from the chickens in the army. God never planned for His army to be a chicken coop, and that’s not His plan for the 

Church.  



  Where does Jonathan get such faith? I believe in knowing the covenant promises made centuries before. Leviticus 26:7 

“You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.” Deuteronomy 28:7 “The Lord will cause 

your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you.” Joshua 23:10 “One man puts to flight a thousand, since it 

is the Lord your God who fights for you, just as He promised.”   

  You won’t be a person of faith unless you’re first a person of the Word. You won’t attempt things for God unless 

you’re familiar with His promises. Otherwise we’ll be like Saul sitting on the premises. “Saul was staying in the 

outskirts of Gibeah in the pomegranate cave at Migron” (vs. 2). While Saul is sitting safely at the pomegranate café, 

Jonathan goes looking for spiritual opportunities. He realized the Lord was not in the caves of Gibeah. He went where 

God was working. Experiencing God author, Henry Blackaby (picture) summarizes this principle of seeking where God 

is working: “You can’t go with God and stay where you are.”  

  Those zealous for God attract others like themselves. “Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, ‘Come, 

let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for nothing can hinder 

the Lord from saving by many or by few. And his armor-bearer said to him, ‘Do all that is in your heart. Do as you 

wish. Behold, I am with you heart and soul’” (vs. 6-7).  

  It’s a spiritual battle. “Uncircumcised” is a code word for idol worshipers.  Jonathan enlists his armorbearer to join him. 

Who your friends are reveals a lot about your spiritual temperature. “Birds of a feather flock together.” 

  Jonathan doesn’t go alone. We’re familiar with the Apostle Paul but what we often miss is that it was a team ministry. 

Please find someone, like this armor bearer who encourages you in the Lord and will serve alongside you. The friends 

we associate with is a decision that we have 100% control over.  

  While Jonathan has an armor bearer; Saul has an ephod bearing priest.  “The people who were with [Saul] were 

about six hundred men, including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of 

the Lord in Shiloh, wearing an ephod.” Samuel is conspicuous by his absence, so Saul picks up a chaplain, Ahijah, who 

is from a rejected line of priests. This high priest is Eli’s grandson. Why resurrect his family tree? His brother, Ichabod, 

recalls the dark day when “no glory” was born. His dad was the vile offering stealing, woman chasing priest who’d died 

in battle. The account is in 1 Samuel 2. This priestly family was judged by God and rejected. So here are Israel’s leaders 

– a rejected priest assisting a rejected king. Hold up a big “L” for these two. How plugged in will a loser king and loser 

priest be? What will they do for God? Not much.  

  Those zealous for God take risks. “Then Jonathan said, ‘Behold, we will cross over to the men, and we will show 

ourselves to them. If they say to us, “Wait until we come to you,” then we will stand still in our place, and we will not go 

up to them. But if they say, “Come up to us,” then we will go up, for the Lord has given them into our hand. And this 

shall be the sign to us.’ So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, 

‘Look, Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have hidden themselves.’ And the men of the garrison hailed 

Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, ‘Come up to us, and we will show you a thing.’ And Jonathan said to his 

armor-bearer, ‘Come up after me, for the Lord has given them into the hand of Israel.’ Then Jonathan climbed up on his 

hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him.” 

  Gary Layton was a childhood friend who taught rock climbing. I did some rock climbing (picture) with him up a sheer 

rock base. It was tough and scary. Jonathan and his armor bearer don’t have ropes. They’re climbing up this rock wall to 

face armed enemies.  

  We’re given a few topographical details about this rocky crag. Bozez means “shining.” This rocky outcrop when the sun 

hit it, would shine. Seneh means “thorny.” It was overgrown with underbrush. Apparently, Jonathan and his armor bearer 

must climb down one cliff to climb up another. For taking on an armed band of enemy soldiers, it was a crazy plan.  

  Old Testament scholar, Joyce Baldwin (picture): “The ravine which Jonathan and [the armor-bearer] had to negotiate 

was precipitous and involved skillful rock climbing.” In making this approach to the enemy, they took what would be the 

last route anyone in their right mind would choose. It was a tremendous risk. God’s plan for our lives is rarely safe!  

  It’s amazing what God can do when His people are willing to step out on faith and take risks. What risks does God 

want you to take? What risks does He want our church to take? 

  Verse 6 is the key verse in this account. “It may be that the Lord will work for us, for nothing can hinder the Lord from 

saving by many or by few.”  Jonathan says, “God may do this, but God doesn’t have to do this. It’s a possibility.” He 

doesn’t claim, “This is God’s will.” But his approach to God’s will isn’t unique. Jesus said, “Abba, Father, all things are 

possibilities for you. All things are possible. Yet not my will but yours be done” (Matt. 26:39). We must be cautious 

about concluding that something is God’s will when it’s not clearly designated that it’s God’s will in Scripture.  

  Is it God’s will for you to take a certain job? Maybe? Unless it’s clear in Scripture we don’t know definitively that it’s 

the will of God. We must be cautious about this realm of spiritual geography. Unless the Bible is clear, “perhaps” must 

be part of our theology and our understanding of God’s will.  



  Those zealous for God find that God joins them. God blesses and they win this battle. Verse 15, “And there was a 

panic in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled, the earth quaked, 

and it became a very great panic.” “The earth quaked.” God did that. This earthquake was supernatural and brought 

about panic.  

  In the Bible when we hear of the earth quaking, it’s an indication that God is intervening. There was an earthquake at 

both the death and resurrection of Christ. There was an earthquake when God set Paul and Silas free from the Philippian 

jail (Acts 16). God is not a bystander in the confusion described here. God is not a bystander in the shaking and 

confusion of our world. And He's not a bystander when your world or when my world begin to shake.  

  Some of you here today would admit, “I’m in one of the shakiest periods of my life.” No matter how much your world 

is rattling, God is still in control. The real question is, when the ground beneath me shakes, where will I turn? There’s 

only one safe place to turn – my friend, turn to Jesus! 

  Those zealous for God inspire others to be zealous for God. While in England D. L. Moody (picture) heard Evangelist 

Henry Varley say, “The world has yet to see what God can do through a man who is totally yielded to Him.” Moody was 

captivated by these words and resolved, “By the Grace of God, I will be that man!” 

  Verses 16-23: “And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the multitude was dispersing here 

and there…Then Saul and all the people who were with him rallied and went into the battle. And behold, every 

Philistine's sword was against his fellow, and there was very great confusion. Now the Hebrews who had been with the 

Philistines before that time and who had gone up with them into the camp, even they also turned to be with the Israelites 

who were with Saul and Jonathan. Likewise, when all the men of Israel who had hidden themselves in the hill country of 

Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they too followed hard after them in the battle. So the Lord saved Israel 

that day.”  

  In the confusion the Philistines begin battling each other. Then, Israelites who’d joined the Philistines turn on the 

Philistines. It’s a rout. What a victory God brought that day through one person! One man with zeal for the Lord.  

  Scripture is filled with accounts where one individual had a godly impact. God used one faithful shepherd boy to 

destroy a giant that intimidated a nation. He used one reluctant servant to deliver His people from the hand of Pharaoh. 

He used one rebellious preacher to bring revival to Nineveh. He used a great persecutor of the church to reach the 

Gentiles with the Gospel.  

  Will you be a Jonathan? Will you be a one? Think how God could use our church if each one of us decided to have zeal 

for God and be His one! 

  

2. Do I have zeal for ME? Narcissism is the new buzz label thrown around today if you don’t like someone. It’s the act 

of being self-absorbed with a desire for self-promotion. It’s the desire to make yourself great and significant above all 

else. The concept comes from Greek mythology. A young man named Narcissus became so enamored with himself that 

when he saw his reflection in the water, he couldn’t stop staring at himself and died of starvation. While the story is 

ancient, narcissism is alive and well.   

  King Saul is all about ME. Narcissism is more than a personality or psychological issue, it’s a sin problem with 

spiritual implications. Saul’s focus on self rather than God carried a high price.  

  Those zealous for themselves are spiritually confused. Saul is like a spiritual pinball. He calls the priest, then 

dismisses the priest. His sudden reversals are similar to his previous failure of failing to wait for Samuel’s arrival. He’s 

impetuous and can’t make up his mind. The battle appears to have been nearly won before Saul arrives on the scene.  

  There are Christians who run from one counselor to another, from one church to another looking for the “right” thing 

while God’s Word is clear.   

  Scottish theologian, Gordon Keddie (picture) puts his finger on Saul’s spiritual confusion. “Saul gives the impression 

that he felt he was supposed to be ‘religious’ and observe certain conventions at the appropriate times, but really had 

not deep convictions of his own. He used religion, as opposed to living a personal faith in the Lord.”  

  Someone said there are three kinds of Christians: those who make things happen, those who watch things happen and 

those who don’t know that anything is happening. Jonathan was making things happen. He had faith in God. Saul didn’t 

know what was happening because he was driven by fear.  

  Confusion (vs. 22) describes the battle scene and Saul’s spiritual outlook. He knew he was to attack the Philistines. It 

was God’s will and command but he hesitates. Many Christians hesitate because they’re looking for a “sign.” They fail 

to obey and do what they already know is God’s will.  

  Those zealous for themselves have a ME obsession. Saul has an “I” problem. Jonathan is there to fight God’s battles 

and honor the Lord. For Saul this is his own personal war and vendetta. Verse 24, “Saul had laid an oath on the people, 

saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I am avenged on my enemies.”  



  Obsessed with vengeance he neglects the needs of his soldiers. His foolish oath to fast weakened the fighting potential 

of his men and limits the victory. When Saul witnessed the focus leaving him for his son, he made himself the center of 

attention by issuing a foolish order that people couldn’t eat until he was avenged. He used his authority, not to serve God 

or his people, but to serve himself.  

  It easy for us to do the same. All of us can think of examples of this in government of politicians who use their 

authority to serve themselves instead of the people who elected them. But none of us are immune to this temptation. 

Sometimes a husband thinks his wife exists to serve him. Or a wife thinks her husband exists to serve her. Or they think 

their children are there to serve them. It’s the small world of ME. If Saul had had social media, 90% of the pictures 

would have had his face in them. Most conversations would circle back so he could talk about himself. Sounds a bit like 

our obsession with ourselves in today’s culture.  

  Those zealous for themselves limit God’s work. Saul’s self-obsession nearly submarined this victory. Because of his 

self-obsession the Philistines were able to survive their stunning defeat. But the Philistines weren’t Saul’s worst enemy. 

He was his own worst enemy. Have you ever noticed someone that seems to have it all together, and then they mess it 

up? They sabotage their own success, happiness, or relationships? That’s Saul.  

  God has called us to serve Him and others. When we’re connected with Him, our service can have a redemptive 

purpose in the lives of others. For example, we can mentor others, show God’s love to our neighbors, and help others at 

church. Serving combats selfishness. It unlocks life’s greater joy and purpose. Let’s learn from Saul and not sabotage 

ourselves by being focused on ourselves. God has more for us than just our own quality of life.  

  Those zealous for themselves often have a religious veneer. Saul had no understanding of God’s grace. One of the 

signs that we don’t understand grace is that We are generous with grace for ourselves but are misers with grace for 

others.  

  Saul is preoccupied with religious formalism. It was religion without a relationship. He’d alienated himself from 

Samuel, he alienates himself from his army and now, he alienates his own son. That’s what religiosity does without a 

relationship with God. The results are great lost opportunities.  

  When evening came the vow of fasting ended. The soldiers are famished and violate the Law by eating animals without 

draining the blood. Saul intervenes and builds an altar. Yet it was his foolish vow of fasting had caused the violation in 

the first place.  

  Blood represented life and was to be used in atoning sacrifices (Leviticus 17:11). The soldiers were so famished after a 

twenty mile pursuit of the enemy that they neglected God’s law as they rushed to satisfy their hunger. Saul tries to solve 

it by playing priest and building his own altar, completely oblivious that he’d caused the problem.  

  Legalism is irrational. Psychologist M. Scott Peck (picture) describes how “pure evil is found most prevalently around 

religious things.” 

  You can’t make this stuff up. Some years ago there was a pastor who preached that it was a sin for women to wear 

pants. Later he was caught committing adultery with several women in his church. After his wife divorced him and was 

attending a new church, this adulterous pastor told her, “You can’t go there. They let women wear slacks.”   

  With the Philistines on the run, Saul wants to continue the attack at night. His priest suggests that they pray first – they 

do and silence. No answer from God. Saul concludes that there is sin, sadly not his own sin, but someone else’s sin, 

verses 36-46. But Jonathan is the hero of the day. He’d been unaware of his dad’s oath prohibiting anyone from eating 

until evening.  

  Why did Saul do this? Because he’s superstitious and thinks God is more likely to help him if he indulges in self-denial. 

His motivation isn’t about God and God’s glory. It’s about personal revenge. But Jonathan hadn’t heard his dad’s foolish 

vow so he’s not obligated to obey it, vs. 25-30. Yet when Saul learns that his own son had violated the vow, he’s willing 

to execute Jonathan to save face. The Urim and Thummin are a mystery – stones in the priest’s breastplate ordained by 

the Law in determining a yes or a no regarding God’s will.   

  Saul somehow never considers that God’s silence might be due to his own disobedience. In chapter 13 he blames 

Samuel, now he blames Jonathan. But Saul’s soldiers rephrase his oath. Yet opposite of its intent and Jonathan is saved 

from harm by the people’s intervention against the king.  

  What should Saul have done? He put the people under the vow. He could have released them. Then, he should have 

confessed his folly before God and the people. Finally, he should have directed them to take the provisions that they 

were finding that had been dropped by the Philistine army as they fled. But he couldn’t do that. He only has zeal for 

himself and had to save face.  

  Spiritual pride harms everyone. Legalism doesn’t prohibit sin, rather it encourages it. When you’re in a hole, you don’t 

keep digging. When you’ve messed up, instead of digging yourself in further, you’re much better off admitting that you 

were wrong. That’s not wavering back and forth. It’s called taking responsibility for your actions.  



  Saul made an oath to take Jonathan’s life. Now his men issue a counter-oath to save Jonathan’s life. They’re no longer 

listening to Saul. Saul in his foolishness and stubbornness had lost the trust of his own army.  

 

Conclusion: Are you familiar with a diptych? A diptych (picture) is a traditional Christian art form in which two scenes 

are portrayed on separate wood panels, often connected by a hinge in the middle. Sometimes these two scenes depict 

contrasting scenarios, one positive and one negative. Each can be instructive, one as an encouragement and the other as a 

warning.  

  Saul and Jonathan work like such a diptych. Two contrasting portraits of faith—one positive, one negative. Jonathan is 

a portrait of zeal for God and faith; Saul is a portrait of zeal for himself and fear.  

  Jonathan’s faithfulness and trust in the Lord is the picture of the king we need. Thankfully, God has provided that king. 

Jesus trusted and obeyed God. The Lord Jesus saved us not by might, but through a cross. His righteousness is what we 

need and must count on. His death and resurrection are what we need to trust and rely on. Jesus Christ is our perfect 

king.  

  What do you do when the numbers are stacked against you? Who do you count on? When things get tough and seem 

out of control, when you don’t feel safe, do you count on the Lord who is sovereign and in control of all things? Do you 

count on God who is good and cares for you? Or do you seize control and take matters into your own hands like Saul? 

Do you start playing God? Do you make unreasonable demands of others to try to make things happen? Where’s your 

zeal? In God or for yourself?  

  If you’re like me, you struggle with zeal for self. And let me tell you from experience, if you’re not convinced from this 

story, zeal for self is always detrimental to those we love and care about, and our relationship with God.  

  God is great and God is good. We can count on Him. If we count on Him, it will be proven through our trust in Him, 

our obedience to Him, and our zeal for Him. We’ll live like Jonathan, trusting and obeying.  

  Will you trust God and obey? What’s success for you? Is it by the accomplishments that everyone else sees? By your 

promotions, your grades, your portfolio, your friends, your looks?  

  Or is it by your trust in what God has accomplished on your behalf through the work of Christ and by your obedience to 

God’s commands? What are you counting on? What’s do you have zeal for? The One who died for you? I hope so. 

Otherwise you could end up a Saul, losing it all in the end.  

  Let’s have zeal for the right things, eternal things and be a Jonathan. “It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 

nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few.” 


