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One word we associate with Christmas is waiting. Do you remember as a child how long it seemed for Christmas to 

come? Waiting isn’t just an issue at Christmas. We struggle with waiting all of the time, don’t we? You and I don’t wait 

well. Ours is a “no wait world.” We instapot and micro-wave. We Fed-Ex and same-day delivery 

  We hate to wait behind an “accelerator-challenged driver.” What about when you pull into a gas station, all the pumps 

are occupied—and you have to wait for someone who’s already filled his tank but before moving his car so that you can 

gas up, he must go inside to buy lottery tickets? How good are you at waiting for the kids to go back to school after the 

holidays?  

  But let’s get a little more serious. What are you having a hard time waiting for now? Medical test results? Maybe you 

struggle with anxiety and wonder if the fear will ever go away. Maybe your marriage is struggling and you’re waiting for 

some marital peace. Maybe you have a loved one away at college or in the military and you’re counting the days until 

they return.  

  We all experience difficult waiting times. Maybe this is what inspired Lewis Smedes (pictures) to write: “Waiting is 

our destiny. As creatures who cannot by themselves bring about what they hope for, we wait in the darkness for a flame 

we cannot light. We wait in fear for a happy ending we cannot write. We wait for a ‘not yet’ that feels like a ‘not ever.’ 

Waiting is the hardest work of hope.” 

  We wait because we’re not sure of God’s timetable. Christmas was God’s time. As Galatians 4:4 says, “But when the 

fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law.” God is never early, never late. 

He is always on time. Sometimes we have to wait for His perfect timing. Tonight we want to talk about God’s 

Christmas Gift of Waiting.  

 

1.Our first parents were Waiting for the solution to the unsolvable problem. Genesis 3:15 is the first promise of Jesus 

coming. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise 

your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

  Genesis 3:15 is the first verse in the Bible where Adam and Jesus appear in close proximity. From Genesis to 

Revelation the Bible contains an unbroken testimony of the Savior and the gospel. God’s plan for solving our sin 

problem is a common thread running through Scripture. All through the Bible we find God’s plan of redemption. It’s 

why Jesus said all of the Scriptures speak of Him (Luke 24:27), because they do.  

  This all takes place at the beginning of human history. Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s only command, eating the 

forbidden fruit. The Bible tells us that God created Adam and Eve, placed them in a perfect Paradise. In Genesis 3, sin 

entered Paradise. Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s one command. Suddenly Paradise isn’t so beautiful. Dark shadows 

grow as Adam and Eve contemplate what they’ve done. They disobeyed God. 

  Most of us are in denial when it comes to sin. Sin isn’t something we talk about. Calvin Miller (picture) writes, “The 

word ‘sinful’ was once considered to be an important part of theology but of late it’s only an adjective we apply to gooey 

desserts and women’s perfume.”  

  Many of us have difficulty thinking of ourselves as sinners. One Christian periodical had a cartoon depicting four 

church members with concerned faces meeting in their Pastor’s office. With earnest and imploring eyes, they presented 

their Pastor with a clipboard filled with signatures of people in the church. Their spokesman said, “Pastor, this petition 

requests that in your sermons you change the term ‘sinner’ to ‘person who is morally challenged.” But we’re all sinners 

so God had a plan to deal with sin. God’s plan is wrapped up in the Person of Jesus Christ. Genesis 3:15 is the first 

mention of the gospel and grace in the entire Bible.  

  It’s easy to miss because the name “Jesus” isn’t in the text, but He’s there.  Jesus is the “seed of the woman,” Who 

would one day make His entrance into this world in a most unlikely fashion. Unlikely because in Hebrew the male is 

considered the one who has the seed. Children are normally referred to as the “offspring” or “seed” of the father.  

  This prophecy said a day would come when a child would be born from the seed of a woman. It’s a way of saying that 

Jesus would be born of a virgin. He wouldn’t have an earthly father but through the power of the Spirit, His Father, 

would be God Himself. 

  God knew we were going to sin and already had a plan to solve our problem. It was God’s plan from even before the 

dawn of time. That’s how long God has loved you and planned your redemption! 

  In romance movies guys often tell their sweethearts, “I’ve loved you all my life. I’ve loved you even before I met you.” 

That’s dumb. You can’t love someone you don’t know. But our omniscient God has known you before you were born 

and loved you before time began! It’s always been His plan to send Jesus to crush Satan. Hebrews 2:14, “Since the 



children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity, so that by His death He might destroy Him Who holds 

the power of death that is, the devil.”  

  Jesus wonderfully fulfilled this first Messianic prophecy. That horrible Good Friday Satan struck Jesus’ heel as He died 

on the Cross. On the third day He rose again and in so doing, crushed Satan’s head.  

  It’s the first prediction that through His sinless life and atoning death, Jesus would overturn the curse of the Fall. 

Hebrews 2:15 says, Jesus came to “free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”  

  Jesus came to destroy the works of our Enemy. Martin Luther (picture) wrote, “The prince of darkness grim; we 

tremble not for him; his rage we can endure; for lo, his doom is sure, one little word shall fell him!” What is that word? 

The word is Jesus! 

  As the Bible progresses, we learn that the identity of this baby who’ll kill Satan and rescue God’s people will be a 

descendent of Abraham (Gen. 12), from the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49), will be from the royal line of King David (2 Sam. 

7), BUT then we run into a big problem in the prophet Isaiah.  

 

2. Waiting for an impossible solution. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” Virgins don’t have babies. Controversy 

has long existed over this term virgin.   

  Some critics of the virgin conception and those who reject the miraculous in Scripture argue that this Hebrew term 

simply means a “young woman” not a “virgin.” Yet, the Hebrew term rendered “virgin” occurs six other times in the Old 

Testament in addition to this passage. Each time it refers to an unmarried, chaste maiden. There are other Hebrew terms 

used of a woman who has a child or any woman indiscriminately. Isaiah said what he meant.  

  The Messiah would only be born of a virgin, a woman who has never been with a man. Conceiving a child fits the term 

“sign.” Biologically, we know there’s nothing unusual about a woman conceiving a child with a man. It happens all the 

time. But the same God who created the world out of nothing will bring about this miracle, a virgin conceiving with no 

human male seed.  

  The Lord Himself will give you a sign. This is strongly emphasized by Isaiah. God will personally take care of the 

details. This miracle proves that God can do whatever He wills, This sign involves the birth of a son after an impossible 

pregnancy. Isaiah is telling us to be looking for a miracle of creation that transcends natural laws.  

  It would be God incarnate. Immanuel literally means, "The strong God with us." In other words, it’s God Himself who 

is coming. He will dwell among us. He will make right what is wrong. His coming will change everything! 

  700 years after Isaiah spoke these words, a teenage girl betrothed to marry a man named Joseph was visited by an 

angel, who told her that she was to be the human vehicle through whom the Son of God would come.  

 

3. When God’s Christmas gift came there was no more waiting. Luke 1:26-38 records the account of the angel 

Gabriel announcing to Mary that she would conceive and give birth to God’s Son. As Dr. Henry Morris (picture) 

observed, “It is altogether fitting that the One who performed many miracles during His life, who offered Himself on the 

cross as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of men, and who then rose bodily from the dead in vindication of all His claims, 

should have begun such a unique life by a unique entrance into that life.” Since God became man we shouldn’t be 

surprised to find that He had a miraculous entrance into this life, just as He had a miraculous exit at His resurrection and 

ascension.  

  Consider these ancient words from The Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.” Both Matthew 1 and Luke 1 clearly say that the conception of Jesus Christ took place 

while Mary was a virgin through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

  As one writer put it, “It is extremely difficult to make the terminology of the Virgin Birth refer to something other than 

the Virgin Birth.” I would simply change “extremely difficult” to “impossible.” 

  So if God should decide to become a man, how would He choose to do it? There are many answers to that question, but 

this much is obvious – we would expect Him to make an unusual entrance into this world.  

  Becoming a man means He must be born. Yet because He is God, His birth must be miraculous. So we have a 

miraculous conception and a normal birth. Put them together and you have exactly what the Bible presents: A Virgin 

Birth! The Virgin Birth, really a virgin conception, fits with everything about Jesus. It’s just like God to think of 

something like this! 

  Dr. Walter Wilson (picture), a physician and Bible teacher in Kansas City, had just examined a young university 

student and felt constrained to share Christ with her before she left his office. She refused the gospel, sharing that, in her 

opinion, no educated person could ever accept the Bible. She said, “Tell me, Dr. Wilson, do you believe in the virgin 

birth?” “Indeed I do,” he replied. “Very well,” she continued, “now let me ask you two questions. Let’s suppose you tell 

me that your examination has revealed that I’m pregnant, but I respond by saying this can’t be, since I’m a virgin. 



However, I later give birth to a baby boy. Here are my two questions: first, would you believe I was truthful concerning 

by virginity, and second, would you look upon my baby as the Son of God?” 

  Breathing a silent prayer for divine wisdom, Dr. Wilson answered: “Well, it would all depend on certain things. Let’s 

imagine that I was present at his birth and watched in amazement as farmers in the area came and worshiped him, 

followed later by the arrival of foreign astronomers bringing him costly gifts. When he is twelve, I see him holding his 

own with America’s greatest theologians and philosophers. Years later I follow him as he empties hospitals by healing 

the sick, disrupts cemeteries by raising the dead, reduces prison populations by changing lives, and reconciles enemies 

by his messages. Finally, if I could look in horror as this incredible man was murdered by his foes, and, in great sorrow, 

officially pronounce him dead, but then, miracle of miracles, actually see him walking around several days later, then, 

yes, I would say, you are a virgin, and yes, your baby would be the Son of God!” 

  My friend, Mary was a virgin and Jesus Christ is the Son of God just as Isaiah prophesied 700 years before His birth. 

The infant is infinite. The infinite is an infant. 

  

Conclusion: The virgin birth was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Adam and Eve. It was a miracle fulfilling Isaiah’s 

prophecy. But the greater miracle happened on a cross when the virgin’s Son died and paid for our sins so that we can be 

forgiven, and then He rose again the third day.  

  God’s plan of salvation is wrapped in the Person of Jesus Christ. The “seed of the woman,” made His entrance into this 

world in an unlikely way. When God wanted to save the world, He didn’t send a committee. He sent His Son. When God 

wanted to say, “I love you,” He wrapped His love note in swaddling clothes. When God wanted to forgive us, He began 

in a stable.  

  Let me end with this story. Years ago there was a very wealthy man who shared a passion for art collecting with his 

son. They had priceless works of art by Picasso and Van Gogh adorning the walls of their estate. As winter approached, 

war engulfed the nation, and the young man left to serve his country. After a few short weeks, his father received a 

telegram. His son had been killed. 

  Distraught and lonely, the old man faced the upcoming Christmas holidays with anguish and sadness. The joy of the 

season had vanished with the death of his son. On Christmas morning, a knock on the door awakened the depressed old 

man. As he walked to the door, the masterpieces of art on the walls only reminded him that his son was not coming 

home. As he opened the door he was greeted by a soldier with a large package in his hands who said, “I was a friend of 

your son. I was the one he was rescuing when he was killed. May I come in for a few moments? I have something to 

show you.” 

  The soldier mentioned that he was an artist and then gave the old man the package. Under the paper was a portrait of 

the man’s son. Though the world would never consider it the work of a genius, the painting featured the young man’s 

face in striking detail. Overcome with emotion, the man hung the portrait over the fireplace, setting aside millions of 

dollars’ worth of art. His task completed, the old man sat in his chair and spent Christmas gazing at the gift he’d been 

given. That painting of his son soon became his most prized possession, far eclipsing any interest in the pieces of art for 

which museums around the world clamored. 

  The following spring, the old man died. The art world waited with anticipation for the upcoming auction. According to 

the will of the old man, all the art works would be auctioned on Christmas Day, the day he’d received the greatest gift.  

  The day arrived and art collectors from around the world gathered to bid on some of the world’s most spectacular 

paintings. Dreams would be fulfilled that day.  

  The auction began with a painting that wasn’t on anyone’s museum list. It was the painting of the man’s son. The 

auctioneer asked for an opening bid, but the room was silent. “Who will open the bidding with $100?” No one spoke. 

Finally someone said, “Who cares about that painting. It’s just a picture of his son. Let’s move on to the good stuff.” 

  The auctioneer responded, “No, we have to sell this one first. Now, who will take the son?” Finally, a neighbor of the 

old man offered $10 dollars. “That’s all I have. I knew the boy, so I’d like to have it.” The auctioneer said, “Going once, 

going twice…gone.” The gavel fell. Cheers filled the room and someone exclaimed, “Now we can bid on the real 

treasures!” 

  But then the auctioneer looked at the room filled with people and announced that the auction was over. Everyone was 

stunned. Someone spoke up and said, “What do you mean, it’s over? We didn’t come here for a painting of someone’s 

son. There are millions of dollars’ worth of art here! What’s going on?” 

  The auctioneer replied, “It’s very simple. According to the will of the Father, whoever takes the son…gets it all.”  

  That puts the Christmas story into perspective, doesn’t it? It’s the message of Christmas. Because of the Father’s love, 

whoever takes the Son gets it all.  



  My friend, will you take Jesus this Christmas? You’re invited to a birthday party. It’s the birthday of Jesus. It’s His 

party but He wants to give you a present. He wants to give you the gift of Himself. He wants to give you the forgiveness 

for your sin and eternal life. Whoever takes the Son gets it all.  

  Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Have you accepted God’s Christmas gift to you, the gift of His Son? Have you accepted Jesus as your Savior? 

 

 

 

 


