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Have you ever heard a gift described as “the gift that keeps on giving”?  

  Remember National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (picture) and Clark Griswold wonder why his boss hasn’t given 

him his yearly bonus, which he desperately needs to pay for a new swimming pool. Clark finally receives his bonus, but 

instead of the expected money, it is a free year's membership to the "Jelly of the Month Club. His cousin-in-law, “whose 

heart is bigger than his brain,” in an attempt to cheer him up, tells him that the Jelly of the Month club is “the gift that 

keeps on giving.” 

  We’ve all heard of the gift that keeps on giving. This morning we’re going to learn that the gift of Jesus truly is the gift 

that keeps on giving. 

  Over the past few weeks and even months we’ve been spending a lot of time trying to decide what gifts to give our 

loved ones for Christmas. For hours on end, we’ve scoured stores and the Internet, searching for just the right presents 

for each of our family members and friends. We’ve gone to all this time and trouble because we love these people and 

don’t want to give them any old gift. No, it must be just right, it must be the PERFECT gift. 

  On Christmas, when they open the presents we’ve purchased for them, we want them to be pleased. We want to see by 

the look on their faces that we succeeded, that we got them a present that gives them great joy, not something they’ll 

return or re-gift to someone else. 

  What makes Christmas so wonderful is that it’s a celebration of the fact that our Heavenly Father, the Giver of every 

good and perfect gift, thinks about us the same way.  

  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life.” In giving His Son, God gave us the perfect Christmas gift. God’s gift of Jesus meets all 

the requirements of a perfect gift. 

  You probably haven’t thought of John 3:16 as a Christmas verse, but it is. What is the giving of the Son, but a pregnant 

reference to the Christ child born to give His life as a ransom for the sins of the world? It’s what Christmas is really 

about. It’s the gift that started, sweetens, and sanctifies all others. It’s a gift that tells us love is not an emotion. Love is a 

choice. God chose to love us. So Christmas, as a celebration of Christ’s birth, is a gift that is the birth of the greatest 

news that God’s love has come down to earth. It’s the perfect Christmas gift. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.A perfect Christmas gift must be personal. In other words, it has to be aimed at a specific person. When we love 

someone we don’t just go buy them any old thing. No, we think and search for something aimed at their unique wants or 

needs. You probably wouldn’t get your wife power tools or buy your husband dancing lessons. You buy your kids age-

appropriate gifts.  

  When God sent His Son into the world, He had you and me in mind. Remember what the angel said to the shepherds? 

Luke 2:11 says that he proclaimed, “For unto YOU is born this day in the city of David a Savior…” 

  The glorious news of Christmas is that like the angel said, Jesus came for YOU and YOU and YOU and YOU….and 

ME. He was given with us as individuals in mind. 

  One of the messages of the parable Jesus told of the shepherd who, when he lost one of his sheep, left the 99 to go and 

find him. That means that even if you were the only sinner lost and separated from God on this planet, Jesus would have 

still come and died on the cross for you. God loves each and every one of us as if we were the most precious thing in His 

universe.  

  Max Lucado (picture) writes: “If God had a calendar, your birthday would be circled. If He drove a car, Your name 

would be on His bumper. If there’s a tree in heaven, He’s carved your name in the bark. We know He has a tattoo and 

we know what it says. In Isaiah 49:16 God says, ‘I have written your name on My hand’.” The Bible tells us that God 

even knows the number of hairs that are on our heads. All this shows that when God gave us the gift of His only Son, He 

did so with each of us as an individual in mind. 

 

2. A perfect Christmas gift is given to meet a specific need. When I was in Bible college, I didn’t have two nickels to 

rub together but someone anonymously bought me an airline ticket home. It’s why among the toys, parents buy their kids 

clothes because they know that they need those things. If your loved ones know you have a specific need, they try to 

provide for your needs with gifts at Christmas.  

  In sending Jesus into the world God was meeting our needs. He knew that as sinners, we needed forgiveness. As lost 

sinners, we needed saving. It’s what the angel told Joseph, “She (Mary) will bear a son, and you shall call His name 

Jesus, for He will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  



  Saving us from our sins meant that God gave us the gift of redemption. One of the lessons that Scripture teaches us is 

that we’re in debt. How many of you like to be indebted to someone? But worse, we’re insolvent. 

  Debt enslaves the borrower to the lender. Because of our sin we’re spiritually indebted with no hope of paying the 

debut. Because we’re spiritually insolvent our situation is hopeless.  

  When Jesus died for us, He “redeemed” us, paying off our debt completely. Colossians 2:13-14 says, “And you, who 

were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with Him, having forgiven 

us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This He set aside, 

nailing it to the cross.” 

 The  word “redeem” means to purchase or to buy one’s freedom. God sent His only Son to pay our debt and buy our 

freedom because we were slaves to sin and had no means of paying it. We could not do enough good works to earn our 

spiritual freedom. None of us goes to heaven based on our own merit. We have a debt we cannot repay.  

  But God gave Jesus. He sent His only Son to set us free. Jesus came to pay our debt. Our sin, our debt was nailed to His 

cross. He took all of our sin and God’s wrath so that we’d be free from the guilt of sin. As a result, we’re debt free 

because Jesus paid what we could not pay ourselves. He redeemed us.  

  Saving us from our sins meant that God gave us the gift of adoption. Redemption implies a negative situation. We’re 

redeemed from the slave market of sin. But there’s a positive purpose for God sending Jesus to us. Jesus died to redeem 

us so that we might receive “the full rights of sons.” Not only are we debt free, but we’re given a new family in Christ. 

We’re adopted as God’s children. Galatians 3:25-26 “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” 

  Do you have a perfect family? Have you ever wanted one? Many people do. Many children long to have a family, a 

place to belong. Some wait year after year in foster care or being homeless longing to have a family, longing for 

someone to want them, for someone to adopt them.  

  When you commit your life to Christ, not only are you forgiven and on your way to heaven but you become part of 

God’s forever family.  

  Many believe that all people are God’s children, that we are all created by God and therefore we’re all His creation. But 

the special privilege of becoming a child of God, of being adopted into His family, is reserved to those who have 

accepted God’s Son, Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

  Those who are in Christ are God’s sons and daughters. When you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you’re 

adopted into God’s family. You become one of His. If you long to be part of a family, you can. That’s the gift of 

Christmas, the gift of family, the gift of being a part of God’s family. 

  Saving us from our sins meant that God gave us the gift of inheritance. Through the blood of Christ we receive 

special privileges for being in God’s family and we’re heirs. Galatians 4:7, “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and 

if a son, then an heir through God.” Because believers are children of God, they receive the Father’s inheritance. 

  It’s Sunday so I’m going to confess something. I lied this week. I needed a download for my phone. To get it you have 

to mark that you read the countless pages of legal stuff. I lied. I didn’t read it but I marked it anyway.  

  Most of us hate legal documents, but there’s one legal document where we all would hang on every word: The reading 

of a will…when we know that we are named as heirs of a large inheritance. 

  Salvation make us heirs. As Peter writes, we have “an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4). 

  First, Jesus Christ Himself is our inheritance. It also includes all that He has provided and will provide for those whom 

He purchased with His blood. It’s so vast and indescribable that the only way Peter can describe it is by telling us some 

things that it’s not: It’s not perishable, not defiled, and not fading. 

  Imperishable means our salvation is free from death and decay. Any human inheritance is subject both to death and 

decay, but not our spiritual one.  

  Undefiled means it’s free from moral impurity or uncleanness of any kind. Earthly inheritances can be tainted. Families 

of wealthy people that have died have been known to degenerate into nasty quarrels. Our heavenly inheritance is not that 

way. I can’t take anything from your inheritance and you can’t take anything from mine. God has more than enough in 

store for us all. 

  Unfading means that it’s free from the ravages of time. Earthly inheritances get used up eventually, but God’s riches are 

inexhaustible! Throughout eternity we will never use up all that He has provided for us in Christ.  

  You may be thinking, it’s nice that all that’s in heaven. But our inheritance begins now by living abundantly now (John 

10:10), depending on God’s power and enjoying the blessing of being indwelt by the Holy Spirit now. The Gift of 

Christmas is because of Jesus, we live as heirs of the King. 

 



3. A perfect Christmas gift from God is sacrificial. To really convey love to the receiver a gift must cost the giver 

something. The more it costs…the more sacrificial a gift is…the more love that it conveys.  

  One of my favorite authors is O. Henry (picture). He wrote wonderful short stories. One of his most famous is entitled, 

The Gift of the Magi.  

  It’s the story of a young couple, Della and Jim, who are very much in love but are so poor that they can’t afford to buy 

each other gifts one Christmas. Yet each finds a way to sacrifice so they can purchase a gift their spouse needs. Jim sells 

his most precious possession, his pocket watch. He then uses the money to buy beautiful combs for his wife’s lovely 

long hair.  

  But, unbeknownst to Jim, Della cuts and sells her lovely hair to a wig maker and uses the money to buy a beautiful 

watch chain for her husband’s pocket watch. They both sacrificed so they could give a special gift to each other. 

  When God gave us His only Son, He broke the record when it comes to sacrificial giving. No one has ever paid more 

for a gift than God did, when He gave His only Son to pay our sin debt.  

  1 John 2:2 says that Jesus is… “the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 

whole world.” Christmas is so much more than a baby in a manger. Christmas is about a Savior on a cross. Jesus was 

born to die – to die for our sins. At Christmas we must also always remember that greatest of all sacrifices for us. 

Conclusion: God gave the best for us at Christmas. But it doesn’t do us any good unless we personally accept His gift.  

  Back in the day when television was in black and white, there was a show called The Millionaire (picture). The 

storyline was about a very rich man named John Beresford Tipton, who gifted $1 million tax free to people he chose. An 

aide named Michael Anthony delivered the checks to the always surprised recipients of his generosity. 

  Some years ago, Pastor D. James Kennedy (picture) of Coral Ridge Presbyterian in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, turned 

the story of Mr. Tipton into a modern parable. What follows is a summary of that parable. 

  Two Europeans who had received the million dollar checks traveled to America to see if they could find anyone here 

who had also received the gift. When they landed at New York and began walking down an avenue, they were astounded 

that everyone seemed to be celebrating Tipton Day. People shouted “Merry Tipton” to each other. There were Tipton 

cards and Tipton sale signs in shop windows. The visitors were more than surprised. They eventually walked into a 

Tipton cocktail party and asked several people if they’d received the million dollars. But no one knew what they were 

talking about. They met one man who said that he thought “Tipton Day” was about a fat man in a red suit, whose sleigh 

was led by reindeer.  

  Another said he thought the purpose of Tipton Day was contained in some black book written long ago, and that the 

book was about how to become rich or something like that. Nobody though believed what was in the book in our 

sophisticated modern times anymore, he said. But it was fun to celebrate the day anyway. 

  Suddenly, there was a knock on the door. And when no one answered, the door opened and there was a descendant of 

Michael Anthony. He tried to get their attention because he wanted to deliver a million dollar gift to someone at the 

noisy party. But when no one would listen, he left. No one would receive the million dollar gift. 

  My friend, that’s why Jesus came. Not to give us a million dollars. He came to gives us something much greater. He 

came to give us the gift of eternal life. He came to give us the gift of God’s forgiveness, redemption, adoption and make 

us His heirs.  

  Have you received God’s Christmas gift. Or has that gift been crowded out by the noise and distractions of Tipton 

parties attended by people who have ignored or refused the gift? Merry Tipton to them.  

  Yet, Blessed Christmas to those who have received the gift that Jesus offers. He too stands at the door and knocks. Will 

you open it? If you’ve never accepted God’s Christmas gift to you – will you please accept it today?  

 


